Chesterfield County
Youth Development
Coalition
PO Box 648,
Chesterfield, SC 29709
The Youth Development
Coalition will meet in the
DSS Training Room on
the third Tuesday of
every month at 3:30 pm.
We invite those interested in
helping the youth of our
community to participate in
our meetings. By offering
your advice, expertise and
suggestions you will help to
strengthen the coalition
while serving the community.
Upcoming Meetings:


February 21, 201



March 21, 2017 @
McBee High School
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Tobacco and E-Cigarettes
According to HealthDay (Oct 2016) approximately 3 in 4 teens believe
that e-cigarettes are safer than regular cigarettes. "E-cigarettes are
now the most commonly used tobacco product among U.S. youth”,
they are powered by batteries which heat up a liquid containing nicotine, flavorings and other chemicals. The vapor is inhaled. According
to researchers at the American Chemical Society, “some of the liquid
flavorings heated in e-cigarettes appear to break down into potentially
dangerous compounds. It's not yet clear what this might mean for the
health of electronic cigarette users”. Vapor from unflavored e-liquids
had much lower levels of the compounds, the researchers found.
The FDA has recently begun to consider e-cigarettes as tobacco and
regulate them, which is a step forward in getting these products out of
the hands of children. However, they are not working on the regulation of the flavoring additives (at this time), which is part of the attraction to kids. A recent study found that "several flavorings impacted the toxicity of e-cigarettes, and strawberry was the most toxic of
the ones they found”.
According to the 2014 National Youth Tobacco Survey, 73 % of teens
believed e-cigarettes were less harmful than cigarettes. They also
found that 47 % believed that e-cigarettes were less addictive than cigarettes. As a result of this survey they found evidence that e-cigarettes
are expanding the tobacco epidemic. "Children and parents need to
understand that these products contain nicotine and are potentially
harmful, both now and because they have been linked to later cigarette use" said lead researcher Dr. Stephen Amrock, from the department of medicine at Oregon Health and Science University in Portland.
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Teen dating is common—about three out of
every four high school seniors report that they
have ever dated. Unfortunately, nearly four in
ten adolescents have experienced physical or
sexual dating violence. Dating violence isn’t always as obvious as a black eye. It is anytime an
individual purposely hurts or scares someone
they are dating, and includes physical, emotional, and sexual abuse.
It is important for parents, other caregivers,
and friends to pay attention to the warning signs
that a teen is experiencing dating violence. The
things to look for are suspicious bruising or other injuries; failing grades; loss of interest in activities or hobbies they once enjoyed; excusing
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their dating partners behavior; the need to
respond immediately to text and calls from
partner; no longer associating with long time
friends; dating partner is three or more
years older; and fearfulness around their
partner.
Teens who experience intimate partner, or
dating, violence are at risk for a host of negative outcomes. They are four to six times
more likely to become pregnant than their
peers. And, in one study, they reported lower
self-esteem and emotional well-being, more
suicidal thoughts and attempts, and were more
likely to have eating disorders than adolescents
who did not experience dating violence.
If you observe violent behavior or believe
dating violence may be happening to someone
you know, address the issue immediately.
Teens, and the friends and families who care
about them, can contact trained professionals
at the National Dating Abuse Helpline: 1-866331-9474; TTY 1-866-331-8453 for the hearing
impaired or the Pee Dee Coalition 24-Hour Crisis
Line at (Toll Free) 1-800-273-1820 . Live chat is also
available, and texting assistance is accessible by
texting “loveis” to 22522.

This year the Annual Art Contest Awards Ceremony for the
“#STOPTHEPOT” calendar will be held on March 21, 2017 at
the McBee High School cafeteria. The artwork from students
across the county is put in the Annual calendar and distributed throughout the county.
We are asking for help from the community to provide gift
items for youth in grades 3-12. We are also looking to provide dinner to the participants and their families and are in
need of Bilo, Food Lion, Walmart and Piggly Wiggly gift
certificates to purchase food items.
The Chesterfield County Youth Development Coalition is
part of a 301-c non profit organization and all items go directly back to programs for the youth in Chesterfield County. We appreciate any items donated, but most of all we
can use your time. If you would like to volunteer call Stacee
Mosier at 623-5265.
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Chesterfield County
Youth Development
Coalition

Mission:

A coalition of citizens and organizations working together to change community attitudes by providing support, assistance and guidance needed to prevent risky
behaviors among all youth in Chesterfield County.

Vision:

To create a healthy environment in order for our youth to become
productive citizens

