THE COMUNITY KIDS AT ELM STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Elm Street Elementary Community Service club is committed to encouraging students to engage in activities that help people
and the community. The goal is to promote compassion for others and increase awareness of the needs of the community.
The Community Kids at Elm Street Elementary School is made up of ten to twelve 5th grade students. Students are selected based on
application, letter of interest, and recommendation. The teacher and advisor, Michelle Kaylor, coordinates with the Painesville
Recreation Department and the Family Resource Center to find community service projects for the students.
The Elm Street Community Kids collects pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House in Cleveland and are now members of the
Collect-a-Million Club. Last year, the Community Kids had the privilege of visiting the Ronald McDonald House while delivering
50,000 pop tabs. The group partners with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society to raise funds for research. Last year they raised
more than $4,000 through their Pennies for Patients campaign and were chosen to receive the Champions for Change award from the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (out of 578 schools)!
The group coordinates with a local nursing home for visits, gifts, and cards, serves at the Spirit of the Season event in Painesville
Square, and maintains the school’s memorial garden. Community Kids can be spotted cleaning up the school, pulling weeds in the
schoolyard, assembling fundraiser packets, or heading up a school assembly. They make gifts and cards for Veterans and serve at the
annual Veteran’s Day assembly. This year, the Community Kids were invited to perform for the veterans at Lubrizol. Additional events
this year include: helping at the Pajamas and Pancakes Party through the Family Resource Center, helping at the School Market, and
serving at the Earth Day event at Veteran’s Park.
“It is amazing to see the growth that happens in these kids throughout the year. They develop an increased awareness of their
surroundings and the needs of others. They recognize a need and are willing to do whatever needs to be done. They become leaders
within their school. It truly is an honor to be a part of such an amazing group of young people.” - Michelle Kaylor.

DISTRICT WELCOMES NEW STAFF MEMBERS

PCLS is proud to announce the new staff members that have joined the PCLS team; India Jackson and Shaun Bell!

India Jackson is the new Human Resources Specialist.
A little bit about India: She resides in Euclid with her family.
She has a daughter, Kayla who is 12 and a son, Kristian who is 3.
India was previously employed as the Recruitment and Talent
Management Specialist with Euclid City Schools. She is very
excited about getting to know the staff in Painesville City Local
Schools and working to develop an excellent Human Resources
Department.
You can reach India at india.jackson@pcls.net / 440-392-5090.

Shaun Bell is the new Facilities, Grounds & Operations
Supervisor.
Shaun resides in Geneva with his wife Lindsay (Yankie), and
three daughters Emma (17), Sophia (11) and Leigha (8).
Shaun has over 15 years of experience in Facility and
Construction Management. Shaun is excited to get to work
improving and maintaining the learning and working
environments for the children and staff.
You can reach Shaun at shaun.bell@pcls.net / 440-392-5091.

HARVEY STAFF & STUDENTS DO A ‘DAY OF CARING’

7. Do not give out your internet password to anyone (even a best friend) other than your parents.

Back in October, Mr. Shepard received an email from Mrs. Gayle Sikula from United Way of Lake County asking if he could find
volunteers for a person in need in Painesville. Mr. Shepard quickly sent an email to district student groups and the response was
heartwarming! Below is the response from Mrs. Gayle Sikula after the chores were done.
Thank you so much for sharing the information with your student organizations last month regarding the Day of Caring project that wasn’t
adopted. The project involved painting a chain link fence, as well some exterior house painting for an elderly Painesville resident. I heard
back from Mike Wright and Coach Cvelbar, within minutes of e-mailing you, both willing to help recruit students. They wound up doing so
much more!!!
A total of 16 students and four staff members helped this past Saturday starting at 9AM and ending around 1:30PM! The homeowner and
her family were amazed with the number of volunteers. They were so thankful and appreciative of everyone’s hard work and kindness... all
going above and beyond. Mr. Wright, Mr. Cvelbar, Mr. Glodowski and Mr. DiPierro worked right alongside the students... painting, clearing
brush, removing a small tree and raking, etc. The students were extremely polite, respectful and willing to help with any task asked of them.
It was definitely a group effort by both students and staff!
Some individuals aren’t in the photo but everyone who participated is listed below:
Josh Kinder, Daylin Davis, Ricardo Valadez Moreno, Chris DiPierro, Nate Overbey,
Ricora Echols, Trevor Purcell, Irma Frausto, Alberto Reynoso, Isaac Mendez-Gibson,
Christian Scott, Derek Giffin, Felix Soto, Tim Glodowski, Bishop Thomas,
Duane Grimes, Taison Tran and Gil Hammond.
It was a pleasure working with everyone!
What exceptional representatives of Harvey High School!
Thanks again for your help with making it happen! -Mrs. Gayle Sikula

8. Check with your parents before downloading or installing software or apps or doing anything that could possibly hurt your
devices or jeopardize your family’s privacy.

GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING AT PCLS!

THE IMPORTANCE OF INTERNET SAFETY

In Painesville City Local Schools, with the increased use of technology at the elementary level, all students in grades 1st through 5th
are taught and learn about the importance of internet safety. Not only do they learn ways to remain safe on the internet, they also
learn about proper netiquette. Below, are some internet safety tips you can incorporate at home. This “Young Kids Pledge” can be
found in length at Safekids.com and is a way to open communication between you and your child. Any of these can be adapted to
work for your family.
1. Do not give out personal information such as your address, telephone number, parents’ work address/telephone number, or
the name and location of your school without a parents’ permission.
2. Tell your parents right away if you come across any information that makes you feel uncomfortable.
3. Never agree to get together with someone you “meet” online without first checking with a parent. If your parents agree,
make sure it is in a public place and bring a parent along.
4. Go online or play video games when your parents say it is OK and limit online time so that it doesn’t interfere with chores,
homework, or other activities.
5. Do not respond to any messages that are mean or in any way make you feel uncomfortable. It is not your fault if you get a
message like that and let your parents know right away.
6. Talk with your parents about setting up rules about going online. This includes time of day, length of time online, and
appropriate areas to visit.

9. Be a good online citizen and do not do anything that hurts other people or is against the law.
10. Students should help their parents understand how to have fun and learn things online and teach them things about the
internet, computers and other technology.

Harvey Senior Nathan
Webster named semifinalist
for the 2018 National Merit
Scholarship Program

ALL PAINESVILLE SCHOOLS RECEIVE 2017 OHIO PBIS RECOGNITION!

The State Support Team Region 4 congratulates PCLS on receiving PBIS Awards for demonstrating
extraordinary leadership of implementation efforts, creative problem solving & innovative strategies.
Maple Elementary and Heritage Middle: Bronze Award Recipients,
Elm Street Elementary and Chestnut Elementary: Silver Award Recipients,
Thomas W. Harvey High: Gold Award Recipient.
The GOLD Award is the highest accomplishment that a school can achieve in PBIS!
To celebrate this accomplishment, award-winning schools were honored at the 2017
Ohio PBIS Showcase on November 30, 2017 for their successful implementation of PBIS.

Colonel Hickerson, Harvey ‘52,
donated $20,000 to the
Hickerson Principal's
Breakfast fund; which
recognizes high grade point
averages & academic success.

The Maple’s Community Helper
Group collected 613 pairs of
socks for SOCKTOBER to donate
to Project Hope in Painesville.

Harvey Junior Pablo Arredondo
named Semifinalist at the Network
for Teaching Entrepeneurship
National Challenge in NYC!

The Music Department at Harvey received a
9’ Baldwin Concert Grand Piano
as a gift from Dr. and Mrs. Smith.
Thank you for your generosity and support
of the fine arts at PCLS!

Charles Tackett, President
Jeffrey Powers, Vice-President
Deb Remington, Member
Kathy Powers-Dolney, Member
Steve Costell, Member
John Shepard, Superintendent
Sherri Samac, Treasurer

2018 REMINDERS

January 1-5
January 15
February 16
February 19
March 23-25
March 29-30
April 2-6
May 22
May 24

Winter Break
MLK Day - NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL
Presidents’ Day - NO SCHOOL
Harvey’s Musical - “Shrek”
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break
Commencement
Last Day of School

PERSPECTIVES

NEW

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Painesville City Local Schools
would like to thank
Mr. Jeff Powers
for his 7 and a half years of service
on the PCLS Board of Education!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE BOARD OFFICE STAFF!

WINTER NOTICE - STUDENT SAFETY & SCHOOL CLOSINGS

Student safety is always our first concern in deciding to close school, and we use all possible resources to make a decision that
considers student safety in balance with the importance of instructional time. The decision to close school is made by the
Superintendent after considering road and sidewalk conditions, weather forecasts, and reports by local authorities on other
conditions within the community. Every attempt is made to arrive at this decision no later than 6AM when our transportation routes
begin. The decision to close school is announced on all of the major Cleveland television and radio stations, social media platforms
as well as the district website, www.pcls.net.
The following media outlets will communicate school closings:
Social Media:
Facebook: Painesville City Local Schools
Twitter: @SuptJohn or @PCLSDistrict
Television Stations:
Channel 3
Channel 5
Channel 8
Channel 19
Radio Stations:
FM: 90.3, 96.5, 98.1, 99.5, 100.7, 103.3, 104.9 and 105.7
AM: 640, 1100 and 1350
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A MESSAGE FROM JOHN SHEPARD, SUPERINTENDENT

As the old African proverb says, "It takes a village to raise a child." One could imagine then that it
would take a community to raise a school. We can't rely on local, state, or federal governments to
take ownership of the issues we face locally. We need to work as a community to nurture our
schools for our particular community needs.
I believe the answer to real education/school transformation is strong, authentic community
connections and actions. When families, community groups, business and schools band together
to support learning, young people achieve more in school, stay in school longer, and enjoy the
experience more.
Great examples of school/community partnerships are happening all over the world. PCLS is very
fortunate to have strong partnerships with many local agencies, organizations, and businesses.
One of the longest and most impactful is our partnership with Lubrizol.
Mary Jane Sanders is the catalyst for our successful partnership with Lubrizol. For many years,
Lubrizol has been actively engaged in the school community. From helping in the classroom to
supporting ECITY programs, Lubrizol has made significant contributions to PCLS.
On behalf of Painesville City Schools and my students, THANK YOU!
Happy Holidays and a Joyous New Year.

LUBRIZOL & PCLS, A 20 YEAR PARTNERSHIP

Since 1997, Lubrizol has had a partnership with PCLS. A partnertship that includes creating,
participating and funding of amazing programs. Some of those programs are reading tutoring at
elementary and middle schools, Title I summer book programs, Grow To Give Garden, DNA in a
Bottle program, Mobile Experiment labs, mentoring for ECITY pogram at Harvey, Shelter in Place
training for staff, helping Maple staff move into the new building, among others.
It all started in 1997, when a principal from one of the elementary schools reached out to Mary Jane
Sanders, Community Specialist at Lubrizol, asking for volunteers to serve as mentors and tutors to
motivate students and serve as role models with good sportmanship. She has been with the
company for about 30 years. She has seen firsthand the growth of the relationship between Lubrizol
and PCLS. Mary Jane is a tutor herself at Maple Elementary!
Other programs and organizations that Lubrizol sponsors and works alongside with are the YMCA
and the Fine Arts Association. The YMCA, in partnership with Lubrizol, holds a six week summer
program titled Learning Loss Prevention. To celebrate the 20th year of this program, they donated
$20,000 to Elm Street Elementary for their library! Lubrizol also funded the Fine Arts Association
program titled ArtsCarts for 4 years to integrate the arts into the K-2 classrooms, this program
includes Painesville City and Painesville Township elementary schools.
According to Mary Jane, Lubrizol sponsors school programs and events because the founders of the
company believe that supporting the local community in which they work and live has always been
high priority. She also mentioned that it is the culture of Lubrizol to give back because community
support and core values is key.
Personally, the most rewarding program for Mary Jane is the nine year mentoring of students in the
ECITY program at Harvey. She says that mentoring for the ECITY students lets her get to know the
students really well and she gets to see their growth throughout the course, plus the payback is
huge! Three of Mary Jane’s mentees have made it to the Nationals competition in New York City. She
still keeps in touch with some of her former mentees. She also enjoys tutoring at the elementary
level because the students love the one-on-one tutoring. With teacher tips for best practice, she
and other tutors really encourage and compliment the students on their hard work.
PCLS would like to thank Mary Jane Sanders and Lubrizol for the mutually rewarding
partnership and we hope it continues to grow.

FINANCIAL UPDATE FROM SHERRI SAMAC, TREASURER

THANK YOU for the latest renewal levy passage! The renewal will generate $940,000 each year. Now, our five-year forecast is
projecting a positive balance until fiscal year 2020-2021. This year, our overall budget is almost $48 million!
We are currently undergoing our annual state audit. Each year the Auditor of State comes and audits our financial records from
Federal and State grants down to an individual employee contract. The audit will cover all funds and will take approximately 6 months
to complete. The law requires the audit each year. All previous audits can be found at www.ohioauditor.gov. Audits from fiscal year
1994-1995 to fiscal year 2015-2016 are available for viewing.

