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Superintendent’s Office
Dr. Edward J. Forsthoffer III
Hopefully, the cold weather is behind us and we can welcome spring with open arms. Although
we had to change our calendar, I am optimistic that it will remain as written for the rest of this
year.
For close to a year and a half, the district has been contemplating a reconfiguration to rebalance
our schools. Earlier in the year, the Board of Education approved my recommendation to move
toward a campus plan in the district. This move meant that we needed to moves some of the
boundaries of the neighborhoods that would be attending our schools. Since half of our 4th and
5th graders would now be attending Peter Muschal, the new boundaries also affect those
grades.
I gave a presentation, prior to Spring Break, detailing the neighborhoods. A narrated video of
the presentation can be found on our homepage or you can directly access the video here.
Basically, the neighborhoods on the east side of Route 206 will attend grades kindergarten
through five at Peter Muschal School with principal Geibel. For the neighborhoods on the west
side of Route 206 plus the neighborhood of Holloway Meadows, those students will attend Clara
Barton, with principal Kenny for grades kindergarten through two and then go to MacFarland,
with principal Riether, for grades three through five. This change will resolve a number of
problems that we have been experiencing in the district and watching the video will help explain
everything.
I have been meeting with district administrators and the principals and assistant principals of our
school to plan for a smooth transition. Faculty and staff members are being notified of next
year’s placements and we are preparing for all of the moves that will need to occur during the
early part of the summer. The principals are already making plans for meet and greets and
orientations so that students will be comfortable in their school.
One last thing, at the March 28th Board meeting, I introduced the tentative budget for next year.
The school board approved the budget and it is now being reviewed at the county level. Once it
is approved, we will have a public hearing on the budget at the May 2nd board of education
meeting.
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Autism Awareness Month
April is designated as World Autism Month. According to the website of the Autism Society (linked below), “Autism
spectrum disorder (ASD) is a complex developmental disability, typically appearing during childhood and affecting a
person's ability to communicate and interact with others.” According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), while one
percent of the world population has been diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder, the rate in the United States is 1 in 68
births, including 1 in 42 boys and 1 in 189 girls. Specifically, “New Jersey again has the highest rates of those states
evaluated: with 1 in 41 children (2.5% of children). This percentage is higher than the average percentage identified with
ASD (1.5%) in all communities in the United States where CDC tracked ASD in 2012. The New Jersey rate marks
an increase of 12% from the previous 1 in 45 statistic released two years ago,” according to Autism New Jersey.
From specialized supportive programs to inclusive classes, Bordentown Regional School District supports students with
autism from pre-k to twelfth-grade using a variety of educational programs, strategies, and related services to meet
individual student needs. BRSD teachers have received training in discrete trial, which is a method of teaching structured
specific steps. Additionally, teachers utilize current technological tools to enhance communication and facilitate learning and
provide students with life and job-related skills.
For more information and statistics about Autism, please check out the links below.
Autism Society:
https://www.autism-society.org/

Autism Speaks:
https://www.autismspeaks.org/

Autism New Jersey:
https://www.autismnj.org/page.aspx?pid=326

Community District Alliance
Ms. Jodie Glenn, Director
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Our Before Care Program
is EGGcellent!

During the month of March, students that attend CDA’s Before Care Program at Clara Barton School/MacFarland
Intermediate School participated in an activity titled, “This Is How We Start Our Day EGGstraordinary”. Students wrote
about moments in their lives that were EGGstraordinary. Stories included family memories, accomplishments and
examples of pride. Ms. Robinson and her staff posted their stories on decorative eggs just in time for spring. Families
were invited to see the display on a bulletin board at the entrance of our program, grab a bite to eat and have a cup of
coffee before starting the day.
Thank you to all of the families that stopped by and to our staff for creating a wonderful climate that celebrates our
students each morning.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal

Bordentown Regional High School
Black History Month Celebration
BRHS students worked together with community leaders to honor past and present
African Americans. It was an hour of music and dance, spoken word and biographies
and historical references. Led by Bordentown Township Mayor Steve Benowitz,
resident Bettye Campbell and senior Ifeoma Eleazu, BRHS students were treated to
a wonderful presentation. The BRHS Dynasty Step Team performed, and senior
Ebraam Mousa shared some Louis Armstrong on his saxophone. State Senator
Troy Singleton and local leader Dr. Toni Jackson both had some meaningful words
for our students.

Jazz Ensemble Rocks Ellington Jazz Festival
The BRHS Jazz Ensemble has had an exciting few months. After opening for the
West Point Concert Band, they recently performed at the Essentially Ellington
Regional Jazz Festival at Temple University. Senior alto saxophonist Joey Dupp was
recognized as an outstanding soloist at the event.

BRHS & PMS Students Play Math Games
On March 19 and 20, Mrs. Raynor's Responsible Citizenship Class (RCS) spent
time with a 1st and 3rd grade class at Peter Muschal creating math games. The high
school students assisted the PMS students in making their ideas for their games
become a reality. After two days of preparing, the students enjoyed playing their
games on March 26.

Student Spotlight
Just recently, BRHS has learned of two very special scholarships that have been
awarded to two of our seniors.
- Congratulations to Ifeoma Eleazu for being awarded a Princeton Prize
scholarship for her work at BRHS to celebrate race relations among our students
and the community. Ifeoma will be honored at a dinner at Princeton University
in April.
- Reena Zhang was selected as the top senior in all of Burlington County by the
Burlington County Principals and Supervisors Association. She will receive a
scholarship and be honored at a dinner in April.

Elks Student of the Month
Congratulations to Bailey Mortello who was selected as our Elks Student of the
Month for February. Bailey participates in Cross Country and Indoor and Outdoor
Track. She is a member of the National Honor Society and the President of the
National Art Honor Society. She currently works at the YMCA and has an internship
at Spiezle Architectural Group in Hamilton. Her future plans include attending Penn
State and majoring in Architecture. At Penn State, she will be spending a semester
studying in Rome.
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Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES 2018
The BRMS Choirs participated in the Bordentown
Community Concert Association Concert Series
called Disney Love Songs on Sunday March 11th.
The choirs sang three Disney songs and also
provided background vocals for the jazz soloist
Alexis Cole, her jazz combo, and string quartet. Mrs.
Ellen Kirk and 60 of her choir members enjoyed
singing in honor of Music In Our School’s Month!
The choirs sounded fabulous!

Student Representatives, Randi Sherman and Clara
DeChiara spreading kindness like confetti at the Board of
Education Meeting on March 14th, 2018

Ms. Patterson recently thought of how fun it might be if we
allowed students and staff to identify a song that represents
who they are and be given a chance to hear their song played
over the loud speaker as we enter the building each day from
about 7:50-7:55. We introduced the idea to our students by
sharing staff walk-ups. We placed a box in the main hall
where students can submit their song choices and each day a
new selection is played. It is a lighthearted, energizing way to
start the school day and it seems like many students and staff
agree.

Congratulations to our February Students of the Month:
Pictured from Left to Right Clockwise are:
ELKS: Katelynn Roock
8th: Sara Trappe
7th: Defnenur Gumus
Not pictured: 6th: Emeline Kovac

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News
Fun and Exciting Times at MIS!!!
Another Successful Career Day- MIS had over 40 presenters from many occupations to share about their careers.
Thank you to all our presenters.

JUMP for Humanity- Students raise over $3000.00 that will be donated to the local food pantry and a global well
drilling project in Nepal. MIS students raised enough to put in two wells in Nepal. They had a great time jumping for
humanity! MIS students have big hearts! Great Job!

We are looking forward to SPRING!!!

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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Clara Barton School Reads Across America!
CBS celebrated Read Across America from February 26 – March 2. Our theme this year was the
Reading Olympics. We had daily activities to celebrate reading and coinciding dress up days. On Monday, we started with
an Opening Ceremony and a parade of nations/flags in the All Purpose Room. When the runner brought in the “torch”, our
reading celebration started and we read, silently, as a group. We even had special guests, including the Cat in the Hat,
reading with us – it was great fun. Our students dressed up in sports attire. As you can guess, there were many Eagles
shirts. On Tuesday, we had Foxy Sox day and a guest from the Trenton Thunder – Cloudman – to cheer on our reading.
We moved on with Wacky Wednesday, Hat Day, and ended with Red, White, and Black Day. Students enjoyed their
participation and read all week. One new aspect of our celebration was a book swap organized by Mrs. Cain. Students
were able to bring in gently used books they had at home and swap them out for other books. It was a huge success. Look
at the pictures of our Opening Ceremonies and book swap below. We also had a display of the original comic book where
the Black Panther appeared, shared by Mr. John Malone.

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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Peter Muschal Elementary School News
On Friday, March 2, students at Peter Muschal celebrated
Read Across America week with a visit from children’s
literature author/illustrator, Kevin McCloskey. Kevin
McCloskey’s popular toon book, We Dig Worms was
showcased during the assembly where Kevin shared with
the students the process of writing, illustrating, and
publishing a book. Students got a firsthand look at the book
as Kevin McCloskey read it to the audience. After the story,
Mr. McCloskey had a group of live worms race across a
finish line. The students were ecstatic about watching the
worms “race” on the document camera and loved cheering
the slow-moving creatures on! Prior to his visit, second
grade students in Mrs. Lettiere’s class did an author study
on Mr. McCloskey, reading all of his books from the Giggle
and Learn series. The second graders created a welcoming
bulletin board filled with wall art inspired by his book, We Dig
Worms. The students were delighted to have met the
author and Mr. McCloskey was a fine example of following
your creative dreams, while remaining incredibly humble,
fun-loving, and educational with our youngsters.
On Thursday, March 15, 2nd graders at Peter Muschal
Elementary School participated in a Hot and Cold States of Matter assembly given by the Franklin Institute
Traveling Science Show. Peter Muschal and The Franklin
Institute have been in a partnership to support and
enhance the science curriculum for over 15 years. This
show helped to reinforce what the students are learning
in their current science unit of Liquids, Solids, and Gas.
Second graders were excited to explore the three states
of matter by challenging their ideas of what is hot and
what is cold. They made balloons shrink, bubbles freeze,
and a rubber ball shatter by using liquid nitrogen.
Students were excited about the science show and the
surprising experiments. Peter Muschal is already looking
forward to another year of fascinating science
experiments!

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
April 2 – 4 – Spring Break – SCHOOL CLOSED
(change in calendar due to snow closings)
April 18 – Board of Education Meeting

Next Month
May 2 – Board of Education Meeting
May 9 – Board of Education Meeting (tentative)
May 25 – Student in for a ½ Day Session (snow closing make-up)
May 28 – Memorial Day Observed – SCHOOL CLOSED

I've learned that people will forget what you said,
People will forget what you did,
But people will never forget how you made them feel.
Maya Angelou

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

