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PURCHASE LINE SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dedicated, compassionate, proud, and fun are a few of the
qualities of the individuals I have encountered during my time
here at the Purchase Line School District as the new
Superintendent of Schools. I am fortunate to have been
named the superintendent at the Board of School Directors
November 4, 2013 meeting. I thank both the board and the
community for their support since I have arrived. Prior to my
arrival, the district was guided by the very capable hands of
Dr. Paul Gallagher, who provided me with a smooth transition
into this new role.
Everyone on the staff here at PLSD from the food service and
maintenance crews to the long-term substitute teachers and
everyone in between including the central office staff, the
veteran and new teachers, my fellow administrators, extracurricular leaders, and the support staff has shown me a true
student-first mentality. Keeping what is in the best interest of
our students in the forefront of our decision making process, is
truly what drives my own personal philosophy of education,
which is why I am extremely excited and equally proud to now
call myself a Red Dragon.
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Plenty of opportunities exist every day to witness the successes
of our Red Dragon students. Recently our fall activities and
athletic seasons concluded. Social and curricular happenings
such as the fall dinner theater production of Stay as Dead as
You Are and quiz bowl have been exciting and fun. Similarly,
the football team, cross country team, volleyball team, band,
cheerleaders, and junior high girls’ basketball team should be
applauded for representing us in their respective competitions.
As we now transition into our winter sports seasons, I am
reminded of one of my favorite quotes, by Plato:
―He who is an athlete only is too crude, too vulgar. He
who is a scholar only is too soft. The ideal citizen is the
scholar athlete, a person of thought and a person of action."
Continued on Page 2

Mr. Joseph A. Bradley
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It is a quote I find prominently lived out in both of our buildings as our students involved in curricular,
co-curricular, and extra-curriculars learn and utilize skills such as: time management, team work, and my
personal favorite -- a healthy drive to be competitive that will undoubtedly provide a path for success as adults.
I look forward to cheering on our Red Dragons whether it is on the basketball courts with Mr. Woodrow and
the varsity boys; or with Mrs. Hudak and the varsity girls; Mr. Bracken and the boys’ junior high team; or on
the mats with our wrestlers in their co-op. with Northern Cambria; or our cheerleaders under the guidance of
Mrs. Brownlee. Good luck to all.
Academically, the staff and I are diving into the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Department of Education’s
(PDE) new school evaluation system. As reported by Adam Clark and Steve Esack in the September 21st,
2013, edition of the Morning Call :
Every September for the past decade, Pennsylvania's schools have eagerly awaited word from the state
about whether they earned the distinction of making "Adequate Yearly Progress."
Known by educators as AYP, the title was a measure of whether schools, and school districts, had a
high enough percentage of students who scored proficient or advanced on the Pennsylvania System of
School Assessment. The threshold for making AYP inched closer to 100 percent each year, and schools
and parents complained the goals were impossible and the determinations of success versus failure
were confusing and inaccurate.
This September, AYP and the benchmarks needed to achieve it are gone. On Sept. 30, the state
Department of Education rolled out the Pennsylvania School Performance Profile, a grading system
made possible through a federal order that creates waivers from the mandates of No Child Left Behind.
According to the PDE website, The School Performance Profile (SPP) provides the public with a comprehensive overview of student academic performance in every Pennsylvania public school building, including traditional public schools, charter schools, cyber charter schools and career and technology centers.
The SPP is designed to serve three purposes: federal accountability for Title I schools under the state's
approved federal No Child Left Behind waiver, the new teacher and principal evaluation system that
was signed into law in 2012, and to provide the public with information on how public schools across
Pennsylvania are academically performing. At PLSD we have earned respectable scores that can be found
at http://paschoolperformance.org/. As the profile measures multiple factors, we were very successful at
both the Purchase Line High School and Purchase Line Elementary School in some areas such as earning a
100% in both test participation and attendance. On the other hand, we are all aware of areas for concern that
we will strive to improve.
We welcome a new member to the halls of both buildings, Mr. Dennis Preisser. He will be serving as the
district’s librarian. Having had several opportunities to talk to Mr. Preisser, I am confident his love of reading
and knowledge of operating a library will benefit all the students and staff of the district. He brings with him
a very unique background, which includes teaching in exotic locales such as Ecuador. We look forward to
Mr. Preisser’s work in our library system. On the other end of the career spectrum, the Red Dragons say good
bye to a long serving employee that will be greatly missed, Mrs. LuAnne Baker. Mrs. Baker, who officially
retired on December 3, has served a variety of roles in the district over the last 19 plus years, most recently
serving as the business office secretary. I am personally grateful for her service to our outstanding food
service department and to the transportation department. We wish her the best in her retirement.
Continued on Page 3
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Lastly, I welcome any district stakeholder to a new event which I hope becomes a regular one—Breakfast
with Bradley. On Tuesday, January 7, 2014, from 9:00 – 10:00AM, I along with members of the Purchase
Line School District Leadership Team will host an open forum in the high school cafeteria. My goal for this
open forum is to provide all members of the community an opportunity to meet me, hear a brief state-ofschool overview, and have an opportunity to share their points of pride within the district, as well as to
discuss their concerns. We will provide coffee, juice, and a light snack. The forum will be general in nature,
and if needed, arrangements can be made to discuss specific confidential issues. If attending, please enter
directly into the cafeteria via the outside door.
Thank you to all I have met, and there have been many, who have made me feel welcome. The staff and
families have been receptive to my input and forthcoming in providing me with the necessary information
to make what I hope are informed student-centered decisions. I proudly and hopefully for a long time to
come will exclaim, GO RED DRAGONS!
Joseph A. Bradley
Superintendent of Schools
*********************************************************************************************************

Anatomy & Physiology Offered as a Full-Year Course
By: Mr. Thom

After being introduced at the high school during the 2012-2013 school year as a one-semester course,
Anatomy & Physiology was revised for the 2013-2014 school year and made available as a full year course.
Anatomy & Physiology is offered as a 12th grade elective and is designed for students interested in pursuing
a career in a heath-related field. Students who would benefit from taking Anatomy & Physiology include
those planning to major in nursing, pre-medicine, or physical therapy, to name just a few. For those unfamiliar with the course, Anatomy & Physiology examines the structure and function of the various systems
comprising the human body. Topics recently studied have included the skeletal system, skeletal joints, and
the muscular system.
Because the class is rigorous in nature and demands a lot of work on the part of the student, the students
electing to take Anatomy & Physiology in high school will have an edge over students choosing not to take
advantage of the opportunity. The textbook utilized in the class, Hole’s Human Anatomy & Physiology, is
a college-level text and is one used by many colleges and universities. Those students electing to take the
class at Purchase Line High School could very well be using the same text when enrolled in college.
One of the biggest challenges facing students studying Anatomy & Physiology is the sheer volume of
technical vocabulary that must be mastered. By taking Anatomy & Physiology in high school, students
build a solid foundation upon which they can continue to build in college. Although the course is taught at
a rigorous and challenging level, and is geared toward students planning to pursue a health-related career,
any student with a strong work ethic and desire to learn about the human body is welcome to take the class.

Happy Holidays
From the Purchase Line School District
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IUP Basketball Team Visits
Purchase Line Elementary
By: Justine Smuro

On Friday, September 27, 2013, IUP’s Assistant Basketball Coach, Mr. Steve Piotrowicz, brought several
basketball players to Purchase Line to visit with sixth grade students for the Stay In It To Win It Program.
The purpose of this visit was to kick off a positive start to the school year through emphasizing positive
choices and decision making. Stay In It To Win It is a program recognized by the National Association of
Basketball Coaches which uses the game of basketball as a tool to communicate the importance of staying
in school and achieving success. Using basketball terminology, students incorporate determination and
teamwork into their strategies for achieving academic, career, and personal success. Throughout the visit,
the IUP Basketball Team reinforced five essential keys to student success:
Key #1: Players achieve their goals by staying in the game. Students achieve their goals by staying in
school.
Key #2: Players can’t win games on their own, they need their teams. Students can’t succeed on their own,
they need their success teams and a plan for success.
Key #3: Players who work hard achieve high numbers in points, rebounds, and assists. Students who work
hard achieve high scores in reading, writing, and math.
Key #4: When players make good decisions, they score points and win games. When students make good
decisions, they get better grades and succeed in school.
Key #5: Successful players practice to perfect their basketball skills. Successful students get involved to
perfect their personal development skills.
Learn more about the Stay In It To Win It Program by visiting: www.nabc.org.

IUP Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach Steve Piotrowicz and
basketball players visit with 6th grade students.

On Friday, October 25, 2013, the IUP Basketball Team returned to Purchase Line Elementary for a Hoop
Troop Assembly with students in third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grade. At this assembly, an emphasis was
placed on achieving success while students had fun watching the players dunk the ball. All students in
grades 3-6 have the opportunity to become members of the IUP Basketball Hoop Troop by sending a
permission form along with a membership fee of $5.00 to:
Foundation for IUP (Attention: 226015)
Sutton Hall, Room G-1
1011 South Drive
Indiana, PA 15705
Student’s who join the Hoop Troop will receive:
*Hoop Troop T-Shirt
*Free admission for members to all 14 IUP Basketball Home Games
(must wear t-shirt to get in free)
*Two pizza parties with IUP team at Memorial Fieldhouse or KCAC.
*Half-time activities during select men’s games.
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A Super Interview with our Superintendent Mr. Bradley
By: Mrs. Gray and Ms. Misurda

Question: What are your beliefs on the importance of reading?
Mr. Bradley: I feel reading and literacy is the foundation of education. Parents are the first teachers for their
children, whether it is modeling reading or shadow reading. Parents are the role models for reading, whether
they are reading a newspaper or cookbook, their children will want to read too.
Question: What was your favorite book as a child? Teenager?
Mr. Bradley: As a child I loved to read Shel Silverstein’s “Where the Sidewalk Ends,” and the book,
“Curduroy,” which I now read to my children.
When I was in 6th grade to around 8th grade I loved the series of books, “Choose Your Own Adventure.” I first
bought them in a Scholastic book order and then later went to Walden Books to buy more. I loved these books
because at the end of a few chapters you would pick which part you wanted to choose next. I could read the
same book numerous times and get a different ending each time!
Question: If you could pick any book character, which would you want to be and why?
Mr. Bradley: (Laughing) I would be the character in the Godfather books, Thomas Hagen. I associate with
this character and appreciate his values even though he is part of a corrupt organization. I even named my
son Hagen.
Question: What are your favorite books to read to your children?
Mr. Bradley: When my children were babies we had a lot of board books for them to read. We read a lot of
books by Sandra Boynton, she writes books such as “Pajama Time,” “Barnyard Dance,” and the “Going to Bed
Book.” They also like to listen to the book “Goodnight Moon.” And Dr. Seuss books have always been a favorite.
Question: What are you currently reading?
Mr. Bradley: Ken Follet’s, The Century Triology. I’m reading the 2nd book, “Winter of the World.”
Question: Is there a book that you have you read that was better or worse than the movie?
Mr. Bradley: I loved the book “The Blind Side.” The movie was good, but the book was definitely better. I
also enjoyed the T.V. series Friday Night Lights and would like to read the book to see if it is better.
Question: Do you prefer to hold a book while you read or do you like to read it on a Kindle or IPad?
Mr. Bradley: I prefer holding a book, but I do however like reading book samples that Amazon.com emails me.
I just read a sample of the book “Luminaries,” and would like to purchase this book to read next. Another way
to enjoy a book is to listen to books on tape. My parents had enjoyed doing this whenever they traveled.
It was a pleasure to get to know Mr. Bradley through this interview. We appreciate the value he places on reading not
only in school, but also at home with family.
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BREAKFAST WITH BRADLEY
Your Opinion is Our Priority
Tuesday, January 7, 2014
9:00 AM
Coffee
Fruit and Light Snacks
Open Conversation
Questions Answered
All stakeholders of the Purchase Line School District are
invited to join the Superintendent and members of his
Leadership Team in the high school cafeteria. Enjoy an
open forum to discuss topics of concern to the Purchase
Line community.

The Tradition Continues
By Mrs. Bish

On Wednesday, November 20, 2013, the
Junior and Senior High Life Skills hosted
their annual Thanksgiving Feast. The
students and staff shared the day with Mrs.
Smith’s Elementary Life Skills class, high
school staff, administrators, and school
board members. The Junior and Senior
High Life Skills students worked hard to
prepare for the feast. They started cooking turkeys on November 4th. Throughout the month of November,
the students learned about Thanksgiving traditions, manners, social skills, proper procedure skills, and
kitchen safety. They also learn that math and reading are important skills needed for cooking. The
students worked together to prepare the food and the classroom for the event. During the feast, the
students served food and socialized with their guests.
The Junior and Senior High Life Skills
would like to thank everyone who donated items for our event. We would also
like to thank everyone who attended our
Thanksgiving Feast and helped to make
the day a success! We look forward to
continuing our tradition for years to come.

Happy Holidays!
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Purchase Line Mathematics Department: College in High School (CHS)
By: Mr. Beers

The College in High School (CHS) Program enables Purchase Line’s teachers to work with local
universities in a partnership to offer college level courses. CHS courses provide high school students the
opportunity to earn college credits and receive a grade on a university transcript for courses successfully
completed at Purchase Line High School. In many cases, students may transfer these credits to other
universities. Students enrolling in the CHS program will be required to pay a nominal fee to the universities
for each course. Purchase Line High School has concurrent enrollment agreements with Saint Francis
University, University of Pittsburgh, and Mount Aloysius. The following courses are currently being offered in the Mathematics Department:
Calculus: Saint Francis University
Probability and Statistics: Mount Aloysius College and Saint Francis University
Visual Basic II Computer Programming: The University of Pittsburgh, Mount Aloysius College, and Saint
Francis University

Mr. Mack

Mrs. Brown

Mr. Sleppy
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Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
By: Mrs. Fisher

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) has been busy since the start of the school year.
This year’s officers are: Ashley Prugh, President (also serving as Regional Treasurer), Taylor Antisdel,
Vice President, Brittani Bell, Secretary, Tabitha Yates, Treasurer, Logun Beck, Historian, Haleigh
Mason, Reporter, and Tyler Nunez, Sergeant-at-Arms. Our first meeting was held September 6 and
committees for various projects were elected.
The candy bar sale at the Green Township Community Fair in Cookport was a huge
success and a portion of the proceeds from the candy bar sale were contributed to Donate
Life PA, the state project for 2013-14.
A successful Marianna’s Hoagie fundraiser was held in December. The hoagie sale
committee included Brittani Bell, Logun Beck, Tabitha Yates, and Carly Mumau. High
salesperson for the fundraiser receives a $10.00 Sheetz gift card and this year, the gift card
went to Carly Mumau. Carly sold a total of 46 hoagies. This is the third year in a row that
Carly has been high salesperson!

Santa’s Workshop, our annual community
service project, was held on Saturday,
December 7. Santa’s Workshop is enjoyed
by the children in our community and
involves a great number of FBLA students. This year’s committee consisted of Brittani Bell, Taylor
Antisdel, Brooke Jones, and Megan Hudson. Planning for the workshop began in October when the
committee chose the contents of the treat from Santa, as well as the crafts to be included in the workshop. Pictures with Santa were available for a nominal fee and refreshments were provided.
The Regional Conference will be held on January 6, 2014 on the UPJ campus, with 21 of our
chapter members participating. Winners at the conference will advance to state competition at Hershey
in April.
We will conclude our year by sponsoring a Red Cross Blood Mobile on Thursday, May 22, 2014
in the high school gymnasium.
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PURCHASE LINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
KINDERGARTEN PRE-REGISTRATION
We want to welcome new kindergarten students coming in School Year 2014-2015. Children who will be five
(5) years old prior to September 1, 2014, may enroll in our kindergarten program. Registration of
children for 2014-2015 kindergarten classes in the Purchase Line School District will take place February 25th and February 26th at the elementary school. Registration for the incoming students will be by appointment only so that teachers
may screen each child to help prepare him/her for their first year in school. You will be notified of the time and date for
your child’s registration appointment. On the assigned kindergarten registration day, the parent or guardian must bring
an official birth certificate, all health and immunization records of the child, parent/guardian’s driver’s license or other
proof of residency. All children, prior to admission to their first year of school, are required by law to have the following immunizations:
4 doses of Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus Toxoid (If 4th dose before 4th birthday then 5th dose is needed.)
2 Measles Vaccine
2 Rubella Vaccine (German Measles)
4 or more doses of Trivalent Oral Polio Vaccine
3 doses of Hepatitis B Vaccine
2 Mumps Vaccine
2 doses of Varicella (Chicken pox) vaccine or history of disease for new registrants (Kindergarten or First Grade)
If your child will be five (5) prior to September 1, 2014, please complete the following form and
return it to the elementary school office. You will receive notification of the day and time you are scheduled for kindergarten registration. Transfer students (those students coming from another school district) must also meet the age requirements or must have attended school a minimum of ninety (90) days in another district. District residents (those who
lived in the district one (1) year prior to enrolling their child) will not be permitted to use the transfer policy. If you
know of anyone - a friend, neighbor, or relative, who should be informed of this registration, please pass along the information. Thank you! We look forward to meeting you and your child.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FORM
2014-2015
CHILD'S FULL NAME___________________________________________________________________________________
(First)
(Middle-Required)
(Last)
CHILD'S BIRTHDATE_____________________________________________________________________ MALE/FEMALE
(Please circle one)
CHILD’S STATE OF BIRTH__________________________________________ ETHNICITY_________________________
FATHER/MOTHER’S NAMES____________________________________________________________________________
(Or name of person with whom child lives)
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE_______________________________________________WORK PHONE___________________________________
CELL PHONE (mother) ______________________________

CELL PHONE (father) ____________________________

SCHOOL MESSENGER NUMBER_________________________________________________________________________
(Phone number to be contacted at in the event of an early dismissal)

Name of brother/sister in Purchase Line Elementary School with whom information could be sent home:
_____________________________________________Grade and/or homeroom number____________________
Please be sure to complete this form carefully to help in the process of making appointments. Promptly return it to
the elementary school. Please indicate if you require a particular date and time for your appointment.
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Reading Competition
By: Mrs. Dean

For the 5th year, Purchase Line High School participated in the Seneca Valley Reading Competition,
held at Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, located in southwest Butler County. The competition is
open to students in grades 9-12. While the actual competition was held on November 7, 2013, the
preparation began long before that.
Near the end of May, the organizers sent out the list of 16 books from a variety of genres to all
participating schools. High school English teacher and advisor to the team, Jody Dean, checked for
any books the library already owned and had the library set those aside. In the fall, the club purchased any
remaining books they needed, using money from their account to ensure that all books were covered.
Once school began again in the fall, preparation began in earnest. The group met and divided up into
teams of no more than eight students – this year PL had two teams of seven students. In other years there
have been as many as three teams – the number varies according to student interest and availability. Each
team decided on a name (The Spine Crackers and The Pink Page Eaters) and divided up the book list so that
each person was responsible for some of the books, ensuring that all 16 books were covered for each team.
Team members read, shared, and discussed the books, all in preparation for the competition.
On November 7, 2013, the teams, along with advisors Dean and Matthew Scott, left the school at
1 o’clock for the long ride to Seneca Valley. After stopping for a quick bite to eat, they arrived at the school
where students mingled with 17 other teams from six other schools while the advisors met.
Then the actual competition began. Each team participated in three rounds, two or three teams per
round, with each round consisting of 32 questions pulled from all 16 books. For each question, teams had
15 seconds to confer with each other and write the answer on a white board. When time was called, both
teams had to reveal their answers at the same time. Every correct answer earned one point, and the points
were totaled at the end to determine the winners. Once again, the eventual winner was a team from BethCenter: Bricksquad.
This year Purchase Line’s teams earned a 5th place finish (Spine Crackers) and tied for 10th place
(Pink Page Eaters). This was out of a total of 19 teams. Furthermore, the Spine Crackers were just one point
behind the 4th place team, and 4 points behind the 3rd place team. Both Dean and Scott agreed the event was
a success.
―I love this opportunity for the kids to do something they enjoy – read – and compete with others who
also enjoy reading,‖ said Dean. ―They meet new people, make new friends, and get a chance to compete in a
non-athletic way.‖
Scott adds, ―The reading team is designed to show kids that reading can be fun and entertaining.‖
Students who participated in the competition this year were Samantha Junod, Alexandra Swauger,
Kayla Mikesell, Sarah Buterbaugh, Scylla Humbert, Samantha Bechel, Katelyn Parke, Gabriella Scott,
Ashley Karlinsey, Tabitha Yates, Morgan Scalese, Andria Gromley, Jordan Barr, and Jaycelyn Fleming.
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POWER UP FOR PURCHASE LINE
By Sierra Berringer

Purchase Line students, staff, community members, and parents have a chance to win
$10,000 for the school with just a few clicks. Anyone in any high school in Pennsylvania and Ohio who is
at least 13 years old is able to participate in the CONSOL Energy Power Up Contest. The contest began
August 8, 2013 and will be held until 10 a.m. July 31, 2014.
In order to get involved, students vote and agree to all rights, rules, and regulations of the competition.
Advertisement of the promotion will be on different sports event tickets at the school.
Go to www.consolpowerup.com and fill out a registration form with your name and e-mail address.
Participants will choose where they want their votes to be submitted.
Purchase Line has been chosen as one of the schools entered for the chance to win. Each winner (one
school in Ohio and one in Pennsylvania) will be awarded a cash prize of $10,000 based on which school
has the highest number of valid votes.
Each individual may only vote one time, but can spread the word to classmates and friends to log on and
register to vote. If a participant attempts to vote more than once, the school will be disqualified.
A newspaper staff member went online to vote and said, ―It only took me 20 seconds to vote for our
school to win $10,000. It was absolutely worth it and didn’t cost anything to vote.‖
External Relations Specialist at CONSOL Energy Laurel Ziemba said, ―We encourage family members,
students, administrators and community members to vote for the school of their choice in the CONSOL
Power Up contest.‖

