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Nānākuli-Wai'anae Complex Area Summer Programs
YMCA College Camp
In July, the Atherton YMCA
th
provided 42 rising 12 grade
students from the NānākuliWai'anae (NW) Complex
Area the opportunity to
participate in a week-long
College Camp. This camp is
in partnership with Atherton
and Kamehameha Schools
for only NW students. The
camp supports, motivates,
and encourages students to
graduate high school and
pursue higher education.
During the week, students
were mentored by current
University of Hawaii at
Manoa (UHM) students and
participated in workshops,
service projects, and teambuilding activities at Camp
Erdman.

Early College Summer Scholars

Seven schools in the Nānākuli-Wai'anae
(NW) Complex Area held summer
programs from June to July.
Wai'anae High School provided a
support program to assist students in
doing better in English and U.S. History.
The Early College Summer Scholars
program at the University of HawaiiWest Oahu (UHWO) campus provided
th
62 rising 11 grade students an
opportunity to experience being a
student on a college campus through
project-based integrated courses. This
experience supports the students’
confidence development, goal setting,
study skills, and taking responsibility for
one’s own learning.
The students were engaged with faculty,
staff, campus resources, and peers
throughout this six week program from
June 5 – July 14, 2017. To qualify for
this summer opportunity, the students
needed to have a 3.0+ GPA.

They toured the UHM
campus and worked with
Honolulu businesses onsite.
The week culminated in a
career dinner with 15
representatives from various
professions.

21st Century Community Learning
Centers Summer Programs

Students received up to 8 college
credits and one high school credit upon
successful completion of the courses.
Couple of the students commented that
“college is challenging because you
have more freedom. We had to learn
time management fast because once
you fall behind, it’s harder to catch up”.

NW Intermediate schools partnered with
After School All Stars (ASAS) to run
Summer Bridge programs offering
classes in Math, English, STEM Design,
project-based lessons, dance, culinary
arts, and sports.
Elementary schools offered STEM
classes which develop students’ critical
thinking and problem solving skills. At
Mā'ili Elementary, students constructed
bridges that could sustain an object
rolling over it. At Nānāikapono
Elementary, students built a magnetic
train track. At Nānākuli Elementary,
students focused on robotics.
Besides STEM classes, Nānāikapono
Elementary, Mākaha Elementary, and
Nānākuli Elementary also provided
innovative classes. Some of the
offerings included Peer Mediation
(addressing topics such as gossiping,
bullying, and how to positively resolve
conflicts), hands-on activities at Hoa
'Aina farm, English Language Learners
(ELL), growing native plants,
aquaponics, and art and music.

Students discovered more
about themselves,
experienced independent
college living, and gained a
better understanding of what
they need to accomplish in
high school to attend college.
Photo: Some of the students who
participated in the 2017 College
Camp during their time at Camp
Erdman

Photo (top): Students participating in one of the
Summer Scholars sessions
Photo (bottom): Some of the students who
participated in the Early College Summer Scholars
program

Photo: A Wai'anae Intermediate student
presenting on school cafeteria meals in the
project-based learning class.

For more information and videos, see the Nānākuli-Wai'anae Complex Area website: http://www.nwcomplex.org/

Teachers Code Robotic

Nānākuli Elementary School and Nānākuli High & Intermediate School
Driverless Cars
Recognized at ASCA National Conference
Twenty teachers from the
Nānākuli Elementary
School (NES) and
Nānākuli High &
Intermediate School
(NHIS) are now recipients
of the Recognized
ASCA Model Program
(RAMP) distinction. Both
schools were recognized
during a dinner at the
National ASCA
Conference held in July
2017 in Denver,
Colorado.

We look forward to the
continued implementation of
the ASCA model to support
student success.

To earn this recognition,
a school’s counseling
department must
implement and
demonstrate the ASCA
model of creating a
school-wide system of
support for all students at
their school.

New Principal at Wai'anae
As the 2016-17 school
year came to an end, so
did the career of a
veteran educator. Mrs.
Wendy Takahashi,
Principal of Wai'anae
Elementary School, has
retired after diligently
working for many years to
improve the education of
children on the Leeward
Coast. Through her
endless dedication, she
has touched the hearts
and lives of many and her
positive attitude will
surely be missed. We bid
her a fond aloha as she
will now spend her time
traveling, discovering new
eateries, and spending
time with her family.
Wai'anae Elementary

Nānākuli/Wai'anae (NW)
complex area participated in a
six-day class, held at
Wai'anae Intermediate,
learning to code driverless
robotic cars. One of the days,
teachers learned how to
program cars to enter a mini
garage, sense light, back out
of the garage, and give out
the light reading.

Implementation of the ASCA
model has been a complex
area initiative since 2013 and
each school has been diligent
about using the framework to
improve their counseling
services. NES and NHIS join
Nānāikapono Elementary and
Wai'anae Intermediate, who
were awarded in 2015.

Sumil Thapa, an Oceanit
engineer, taught the course.
He stated that his company
Photo (left): Representatives of
was inspired by South Korea
the Nānākuli High & Intermediate
which made coding
School ASCA team
mandatory for all students
Photo (top): RAMP recognition
starting next year. Ian
displays at the conference
Photo (bottom): Representatives Kitajima, Senior Executive of
of the Nānākuli Elementary
Oceanit, along with the
School ASCA team
Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations (DLIR)
provided support in the
coordination of the training
and for the purchasing of the
cars.
Elementary School

School will now be under the
Complex Area and the
care and guidance of Ms. Ray
families in our
Pikelny, who has been
community.
appointed as the new Principal Wishing Ms. Pikelny much
as of June 6, 2017. She has
success in this new career
been the Vice Principal at
endeavor.
Wai'anae High School for the
last four years and formally a
Vice Principal at James
Campbell High School. Ms.
Photo (right):
Pikelny started her career in
Ms. Ray Pikelny,
education as a teacher at
new Principal of
Wai'anae
Mākaha Elementary
Elementary
School. She brings with her a
School
clear vision for school
improvement and understands
the Wai'anae school community
and the needs of the diverse
student population.
Congratulations and Welcome
to Ms. Pikelny and much
appreciation for your dedication
to the Nānākuli-Wai'anae

Photo (left):
Retiring
Principal,
Mrs. Wendy
Takahashi

For more information and videos, see the Nānākuli-Wai'anae Complex Area website: http://www.nwcomplex.org/

NW Resource Teacher (RT)
Terry Holck participated in the
training and will continue to
support the complex area in
integrating technology. "We
are hoping to develop
curriculum that ties the coding
with the car in to what
teachers are already teaching
whether it be social studies,
language arts, music, art,
whatever," said Holck.
Photo (top): Sample of Altino coding
programmable cars that were used
during Summer program
Photo (bottom): NW RT Terry Holck
coding a car with a complex area
teacher

