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Union Academy Family Newsletter
Notes from the Headmaster
UA Construction Heating Up
Spring is here and the temperatures are finally heating up. That's
why it's good that air conditioning and lights will be on in the new UA
building, starting on Monday. Construction crews have been taking
advantage of our good weather, putting in long hours and making
fast work of the massive project. Just this week, crews completed
hanging drywall and started painting the first floor. The ceiling grid is
finished on the second floor, which allowed workers to install ceiling
light fixtures. Framing is finished on the first floor of the new gym/
fine arts center, and work started on the metal roof of the new high
school entrance.
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End-of-Year Exam Time
We're just a few weeks away from the end of this school year, and that means celebrations, field
day events and graduation. It also means many of our students will be taking End-of-Grade and
End-of-Course tests, as well as Advanced Placement exams. AP exams start Monday, with the
first End-of-Grade tests starting on May 21.
We know testing is stressful for many of our students and families, and we want to help ease that
stress. We'll be sharing test tips for parents and students in the newsletter over the next few
weeks. Click here to also find them on our Family Resources Page.
Test Tips:
Use positive language. Avoid telling your child that tests are critical and that s/he must do
well. Instead, focus on telling your child s/he is prepared and to just do his or her best. When
parents are anxious about assessments, students' anxiety rises. Use positive language that
promotes the importance of the test, but also let them know that you are proud of them when they
do their best.
More Than a Score. These tests provide our teachers, administrators and the state with an
assessment of a student's ability in the tested area. But families should remember that tests are
not a measure of a child's worth, or even a measure of all a child knows about a subject. They're a
snapshot, taken at one time on one day. Our students are all much more than a number on a test;
that's why we focus on Challenge, Character and Community.

#ThankATeacher With UA

Safety Sponsorships
Still Available

Next week - May 7-11 - is Teacher/Staff
Appreciation Week, where UA students
and families have the opportunity to thank
our hard-working teachers and staff.
Teachers change the lives of millions of
children every day, and I want to thank
our classroom teachers, support staff and
other members of Team UA for all you do
for our students. We appreciate you!

UA families still have time to
sponsor a new locking system for
our classroom doors. We need
165 of the new locking devices,
which cost $229 each. School
safety is a priority, and we are
asking for your help to purchase
the devices to protect our students
and staff.
Thank you to all the families who
have already contributed to the
safety campaign; we hope to find
sponsors for each door, and we'll
track our progress weekly. So far,
we have sponsors for 17
doors. Click here to support this
important safety initiative.
Goal Tracker:
Please check back weekly to see
our goal-tracking thermometer rise
as more locking systems are
sponsored!

All-School News
Youth Basketball Camp
Calling all rising kindergarten through ninth-graders!
Union Academy's women's varsity basketball team will host
its second Youth Basketball Camp this summer from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. June 11-15. The camp is open to both boys and
girls.
Students will participate in fun games and contests, get
training from UA varsity basketball players and coaches and
receive a camp t-shirt.
If you are interesting in signing up, please click here to
access and print this form, and return it to the Union
Academy Business Office with your payment.

Important information for
Overnight Field Trips for the 201819 School Year

Change in Location for Baseball Games
Union Academy boys baseball games will now be
held at Wesley Chapel Weddington Athletic
Association (WCWAA- 5211 Weddington Rd,
Monroe, NC 28110 ). Girls softball will continue to
play at Park Williams Ball Fields in Monroe.

In order to attend an overnight field trip,
the trip’s fees must be paid in FULL by
the due date, which is 10 school days
prior the trip’s departure date.

Please contact our athletic director, Mark Gosnell,
at mgosnell@unionacademy.org if you have
any questions.

Below is a list of UA’s overnight field trips for
next year. The list includes the departure
date, estimated cost, and a bold, italicized
payment due date for each trip. If your
student plans to attend an overnight field trip
during the 2018-19 school year, all fees
associated with the trip MUST be paid in
FULL by the payment due date.

Digital Media Information for Families
Union Academy wants to thank Wingate
University Professor Karen Dunn and her
students for their great presentation on social
media, video games and digital literacy. Dozens
of parents and students attended the
presentation, which began in a large group, then
divided into small groups. Students separated by
age and went to classrooms with Wingate
students to have frank discussions about social
media and the internet, while parents stayed
together for Professor Dunn's presentation.

If you would like to set up a payment plan
for any of the 2018-19 overnight field trips,
please complete the Recurring Payment
Authorization Form available under the
Important Forms section of the UA website.
All payment arrangements must be
completed and paid in full by the due date.
Please contact Amy McSheehan with any
questions regarding payment plans for
overnight field trips at
amcsheehan@unionacademy.org or 704238-8883.

If you missed it, click on this link to check out the
professor's presentation.

Youth Softball Camp

For questions regarding details/itinerary of
overnight field trips, please contact Amy
Plyler at aplyler@unionacademy.org.

This summer, UA will host Youth Softball Camp
for rising kindergarten through ninth-grade girls.
The camp will be from 5-8 p.m. June 25-29 and
will be held at Park Williams Athletic
Complex in Monroe.
If you are interesting in signing up, please click
here to access and print this form, and return it to
the Union Academy Business Office
with your payment.

High School Cheer Tryouts NEXT Week
High school cheer tryouts are next Wednesday
through Friday! If you could not attend the parent/
athlete interest meeting last night and are
interested in trying out, you will need to contact
Jennifer Smith at jsmith@unionacademy.org to
set up an individual meeting. For more details
about tryouts, please click here to visit the
cheerleading page on the UA website.

Stay on top of all the events at UA!
Click here to check the calendar
on the UA website.
No Catered Lunch the Last
Week of School
Plan ahead!
It’s hard to believe, but we’re just a few short
weeks away from wrapping up the 2017-18
school year. Please note: there will not be catered
lunch the last week of school.

Revisit Archived Newsletters!
To revisit any of our old newsletters from the 2017-18 school year, please click here!

Volunteers
Volunteer Spotlight:
Elizabeth Beardsley

Student Volunteer Spotlight:
Katherine Sumrell

Our staff members are also incredible
volunteers, and we love to highlight them for
helping out off the clock! Our SOAR assistant,
Elizabeth Beardsley, has submitted 172 hours
of volunteer time so far this year. When
intermediate students made the transition to
Upper Campus this year, Mrs. Beardsley was a
tremendous help setting up all the classrooms.
She has also been a chaperone for multiple
field trips, including the Washington D.C. and
Betsy Jeff Penn trips.

Junior Katherine Sumrell has a passion for
helping others and often serves her
community by volunteering with organizations
dedicated to providing nutritious meals for
those who need them. This year, Sumrell
worked with Meals on Wheels, an
organization committed to supporting senior
neighbors to live healthier and more
nourished lives in their own homes. She
packed food for the organization and brought
the meals to local residences and nursing
homes in Columbia, SC. Sumrell has also
volunteered with the Common Heart Food
Pantry, an organization that provides
groceries to those in need.

Thank you, Mrs. Beardsley, for all the time you
dedicate to Union Academy. We appreciate all
you do!

Thank you, Katherine, for spending your time
helping feed people in need.

Got 60? These Volunteers Do!
A huge thank-you and congratulations to these
volunteers who have completed their 60 hours of
service for the year!


























Megan Jarosch
Elizabeth Gordon
Anne Souza
Carrie Hodges
Kimberly Mitchell
Deborah Drum
Julia Wheeler
Tina and Joseph Burgess
Angela Stilwell
Megan and John Reese
Georgina and Sean McDonough
Maryann and Scott Zambrotta
Sharon and Donald Homes
Stacy Ferguson
Miriam and Sergio Sosa-Rodriguez
Stephanie Etier
Krystle and Mitchell Reynolds
Regina and Kevin Henson
Cynthia and John Mitchell
Lori and Christopher Hargett
Brenda Narvaez
Charlotte Hart
Ed Kessinger
Rhonda Lusk
Alison Nichols

Reminder: How to Enter Family
Volunteer Hours
Parents and families, please make sure you
document ALL of your (much appreciated)
school volunteer efforts on THIS YEAR’S
Volunteer Hours Reporting Form.
Just remember, if the hours aren’t recorded
on the form listed above, we won’t know
about them!
You can also find the 2017-18 Volunteer
Hours Reporting Form by visiting the
“Volunteering the UA Way” section
of our website.

Volunteer Opportunities
Field Day Volunteers
Cubby Building
Afternoon Stair and Hall Maintenance
Morning Custodial Help with Ms. Lottie
Outdoor Help with Jimmy

News from Pre-K
We Offer TK!
UA Private Pre-K has a TK
program! The program is
designed for children who miss
the Aug. 31 cutoff date and have
had experience in a 4-year-old
classroom.
It is great for children who would
benefit from an extra year of
growing socially, emotionally
and/or academically before
entering kindergarten.

Tours Available by Appointment
Please contact UA Pre-K director Janet Turner at
jturner@unionacademy.org if you are interested in scheduling a
tour of our pre-K facility! She is happy to find a time that works
best for you.

If you are interested in taking a
tour and learning more about
Union Academy Private
Prekindergarten and our TK
program, please email Janet
Turner at
jturner@unionacademy.org.

Snails and Slugs Won’t Slow UA Pre-K Down!
Snails and slugs don't slow our little Cardinals down! UA
Pre-K kiddos found some of the slimy creatures on
campus and decided to learn more about them. UA Pre-K
teachers do an excellent job of turning our students'
curiosity into valuable learning experiences.

Elementary School
Sixth-Annual Cheerleader in
Training Camp

Second-grade STEM Towers
Our second-graders practiced measuring, contracting
and expanding this week when they built their own
towers! We love to see our little ones working
together to accomplish their tasks.

Calling all rising first- through seventhgraders! Interested in cheerleading? Sign
up for our sixth-annual Cheerleader in
Training Camp happening June 18-20.
Registration fees are $60. Please visit this
link to sign up!

Initiative Character Assembly at Lower Campus
These are our outstanding students at Lower Campus who strongly exemplify initiative, one of our
eight core character traits at UA. Way to go, Cardinals!

Get Excited for Science Day!
Lower School Science Day is NEXT Friday, May 11!
Students have the opportunity to explore science in
many fun, hands-on ways that create lifelong memories.
Science Day can’t be successful without YOUR HELP!
Please click here to access our Sign Up Geniuses so
you can donate any of the many items needed. Items
are due TOMORROW, May 4.
Please click here to volunteer your time either preparing
materials on May 10 OR working one of the fun science
centers on May 11.
You do NOT have to be a parent of a Lower School
student to donate or volunteer.

Stay on top of all the events at UA!
Click here to check the calendar on the UA website.

Intermediate School
Sixth-Annual Cheerleader
in Training Camp

Odyssey of the Mind
Here is the link to sign up for Odyssey of the
Mind! The program is for rising third- through fifth
-graders. Please see the flier below for details.

Calling all rising first- through seventhgraders! Interested in cheerleading?
Sign up for our sixth-annual Cheerleader in
Training Camp happening June 18-20.
Registration fees are $60.
Please visit this link to sign up!

Whoa Woahzeah!
After reading Home of the Brave, a
book where the main character
journeys from Sudan to Minnesota, our
ELA classes invited UA substitute
teacher Mr. Woahzeah to talk about his
journey to America from Africa! The
students were engaged with Mr.
Woahzeah’s stories, and loved how
they could connect what he said to
what was being learned in class.

Last Intermediate Character Assembly of the 2017-18 School Year!
On Friday, April 27, the Intermediate School held its last character assembly, where 15 students
were recognized and celebrated by their classmates for being good role models of initiative!

Spring has
Finally Sprung!
Warm weather is
here, and the flowers
are blooming! Mrs.
Plummer's third-grade
students finished up
their Earth Day
planting at Upper
Campus this week.

Stay on top of all the events at
UA! Click here to check the
calendar on the UA website.

Middle School
Union Academy: American Citizenship
Award Application
The American Citizenship Award will be
bestowed upon sixth- through eighth-grade
students who:
 Participate willingly in school and/ or
community service beyond that which is
required

Sixth-Annual Cheerleader
in Training Camp
Calling all rising first- through seventhgraders! Interested in cheerleading? Sign
up for our sixth-annual Cheerleader in
Training Camp happening June 18-20.
Registration fees are $60.
Please visit this link to sign up!

 Show a positive attitude toward
classmates, school, and community
 Display an understanding and
appreciation of civic responsibility
 Possess strength of character and the
courage to do what is right


Promote citizenship with their school or
community through other activities
The application process for the American
Citizenship Award includes the following
components:
 Completed application form (including
student and parent signatures) returned to
Mrs. Pikarsky by 3 p.m. Friday, May 11, 2018
 Two outside letters of recommendation
from an adult


No discipline referrals for the school year

Please click here to access the application!

Stay on top of all the events at
UA! Click here to check
the calendar on the UA website.

Parent Nomination Form for Middle School Character Assembly
Character is the foundation of who we are at Union Academy. The middle school character
assemblies give us time to highlight our students who have gone above and beyond. The UA
Student Character Team members are watching their peers and looking for specific acts of
character in the classroom, in the hallways, and during extracurricular activities. This nomination
sheet gives parents the opportunity to nominate the students who do spectacular things that are
not always seen by the Student Character Team.
All parents of award recipients will be contacted by Mrs. Pikarsky. The deadline for student
nominations is May 21.

High School
Kids and Kidneys
Mrs. Supernavage’s
class did some hands
-on learning this week
when they dissected
sheep kidneys!
Students had to cut
the kidney open and
identify all the
structures inside for
their assignment.
Fun fact: the human
kidney is about the
size of a bar of soap!

FREE PHYSICALS with
Heart of a Champion
Ready to try out for fall sports, but need to get
a physical before you can participate?
You’re in luck!
UA will host Heart of A Champion on campus
for rising ninth- through 12th-graders on
Thursday May 17, 2018, where Atrium Health
will provide free physicals for students.
The registration window ends on Monday May
7, so please click here to get signed up!.

Important Upcoming
Events
May 23-25: Eleventh-grade
trip - Charleston, SC
May 23-25: Twelfth-grade
trip - Virginia Beach, VA
If you would like to sign up
for one of the field trips, the
forms are available on the
Important Forms section of
our website. The deadline to
return the forms to school is
April 1.

Find all the information about
High School Athletics on our
website. Just click here.
High School Awards Ceremony
It’s time to recognize our students’ many
accomplishments of the 2017-18 school year.
The High School Awards Ceremony will be at
6 p.m. Thursday, May 17 in the High School
Gym. Please see the flier below for more
details.

Buy a Tile!
Seniors! This is your last chance to leave your mark at
Union Academy. Buy a tile for $20! You can access
the form here. All tile designs must be approved by
Mrs. Plyler before purchasing from the business office.
A picture or rough draft is sufficient. Please see Mrs.
Plyler with any questions.

Stay on top of all the events
at UA! Click here to check
the calendar on the UA
website.

