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LES BUSBY
Home With the
Lord
Les’s earthly ministry at Portland
Christian Schools began in September
1957 and ended on January 8, 2009.
See story on page 22.

In This Edition:
ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK A HUGE SUCCESS
The fourth Annual Alumni Appreciation Week met and exceeded the Alumni
Board’s expectations. In addition to a wonderful turnout of our PC Alumni, our
teachers and students had the opportunity to meet former PCH students and
interact in meaningful ways with them.
The Alumni basketball tournament was a great hit. Playing in 5 out of 7 games,
the CLASSICS (1967 to the mid-1980’s) won the overall Tournament. Second
place was claimed by the OLD SCHOOL (mid 1980’s to the mid-1990’s) and 3rd
and 4th places went to the Use 2B’s and Rookies respectively. Details and pictures of the teams are found on page 8.
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ROYAL MEN & WOMEN PLAY IN STATE GAMES AT
PENDLETON MARCH 3–7, 2009.
See PCH Athletic website for more details.
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THIS IS OUR SCHOOL
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ALUMNI
calendar
MOSES PLAN TOURS EVERY
THURSDAY AT 1:00PM. Call
Annette Johnson or Linda
Swenson at PCH. 503-256-3960
See reunion section on page 31
for dates of class events
March
2. Alumni Board Meeting 7pm
4-7. State basketball games in
Pendleton
17-20. Choir Tour to Seattle
23-25. Spring Break
April
6. Alumni Board Meeting 7pm
13. Annual Society Meeting.
All are invited to attend to
hear the message from Supt.
Bill Gibbons
23-26. Annual Spring Musical: Spitfire Grill 7:30
May
3. Alumni Board Meeting 7pm
5. MOSES PLAN ROLL OUT
18. Music Department annual
Spa-get-together
30. HS Graduation Vancouver
First Church of God
SAVE THE FOLLOWING DATES
August 4 – ANNUAL ALUMNI
ADVISORY AND BOARD
MEETING
October 9 – Homecoming
December 4 – Annual AllSchool Sing-a-long at PCHS
January 11-16, 2010 –
ALUMNI APPRECIATION
WEEK
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E

ach person
who attended
Portland Christian, each parent,
each person who
worked in some
capacity whether
as a teacher,
administrator
or custodian, and each grandparent and friend who encouraged or
helped, owns a piece of this school
and are considered part of the
Alumni Association.
e share a part in the rewards
of those who attended our
school and became missionaries
– who have led others to the Lord.
We share a part in the rewards of
those who attended our school and
became defenders of our country.
We share a part in the rewards of
those who attended our school and
became godly husbands and wives,
and mothers and fathers who have
faithfully passed on to the next
generation the important Biblical
truths that were honed and applied
at school. We have gemstones in our
crowns because this is our school.
encourage you to take ownership
of memories and relationships.
Some of us have good memories of
our school days and some of us have
not-so-good memories. No matter
how the person you were in high

W
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school compares with the person
you are today, take ownership of the
memories and then toss the bad,
re-focus on the good and determine
to make new positive memories.
Talk to those who were outside your
circle of friends and outside your
grade. Start conversations with
those you may have labeled instead
of listening to. Be honest, authentic
and compassionate. You may just
make new friends for life.
et’s take ownership of the future.
Where the school goes is due in
large part to the input of the Alumni
Association. Alumni own the future of the school by the ideas they
share, the hours they volunteer,
the seeds they sow into the current
student body and the dollars they
invest in God’s work at the school.
et’s all step into our ownership of
Portland Christian in whatever
capacity God has enabled us.

L
L

–Marilyn Fitzgerald, 1972
Alumni Association President
(Marilyn was elected as President of
the Portland Christian School Alumni
Association at the October 2008
Board Meeting. Ernie Beckett, President of the Association stepped down
from his role after over four years in
this role. See his story on page 18)

CORRECTION TO THE FALL, 2008 REALS...
-Thank you to all those who brought it to the editor’s attention that Caleb
Stephens is not in the Air Force. Caleb graduated from Linfield College as a
business major and never joined the service.
-The editor sincerely apologizes to the Munroe Family. In two places Joanne
Munroe Jackson was left out of her mother’s notice of passing.
(Please note that the editor greatly appreciates REALS readers bringing errors and omissions to her attention. Please keep it up. Thank you so much)

ALUMNI Officers and Board
• President:
Marilyn Fitzgerald (72)
• Vice President/Historian:
Tara Nasmythe (89)
• Secretary:
Donna Bowling (68)
• Treasurer:
Jeanne Lampi
• Database Manager:
Tim Downing (89)

• Faculty Liaison:
• Board Members at Large:
Daniel Burnett (99)
Mike and Karon Stoller
• Parent/Booster Club
Trommlitz (57)
Liaison: Alan Svehaug
Donna Mckinney Root (68)
• Director of Development:
John Larson (73)
Annette Ayers Johnson (82)
Peter Busby (81)
• Director of Alumni RelaHeidi Logan Hval (87)
tions: Jeanne Lampi
Ashley Fenison Ainley (03)
• Director of Community
Sarah Walkky (05)
Relations: Bill Buck
Ernie Beckett (53)

From the Desk of the Development Director

G

od has called each of us to
walk a different road. How will
I walk mine? How will you walk
yours?

God gave “General Joshua” instructions for the path he was
called to follow:
This book of the law shall not
depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate on it day and night,
so that you may be careful to do according to all that is
written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have success. Have I not commanded
you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever
you go. Joshua 1: 8-9
Joshua, who had been born a slave, who had experienced God’s miraculous deliverance, who faced a future
of both fear and promise –Joshua, who would lead his
people into the promised land --was given two simple
instructions by God: Know My Word. Obey It. And God’s
corresponding promise? Success!
As you look down the road God has placed before you in
this new year, you may be feeling confidence and high
hopes - or, perhaps, fear and uncertainty. But to each
of us, God gives Joshua 1: 8-9. Know My Word. Obey It.
For me, this means surrender of my will and abilities

to Him, claiming His promises, and practicing courage
and authenticity. I can then live simply and find joy in
His will. What does it mean to you?
Portland Christian, too, has a road to walk. The MOSES
PLAN is one step along that road as we seek to know
God’s Word and to obey it. Thank you for praying for
the MOSES PLAN. Already, we have seen success as we
witness God’s hand at work in remarkable ways. God
is bringing blessing to our very doors! I wish I could
share story after story of God’s deeds, but space does
not allow. However, I can invite you join me for a MOSES
VISION TOUR, to catch just a glimpse of the vision
God has for Portland Christian. Please call to schedule
a time to join me. Tours are held every Thursday from
1:00 – 2:00 pm at our San Rafael campus.
God called Joshua to lead the Israelites down a path of
unbelievable tasks and seemingly impossible situations.
But He did not ask him to do it alone. God gave him two
simple instructions to guide him: Know My Word. Obey
it. And God stayed with him, “wherever” he went. God is
calling Portland Christian. He has given us instructions
to guide us. He will be with us “wherever” we go. So
let us walk this road together as we seek to fulfill our
calling, to raise the next generation in righteousness, to
carry on the legacy of the faithful saints before us.
–Annette Ayers Johnson, 1982
Director of Development

THE MOSES PLAN - An Invitation
As Christians, our treasures are
not in our homes, our businesses,
or our bank accounts. Our children are our treasure. In fact, it is
our children that God has given as
our most sacred charge:

to you. We must pass the baton of Godly leadership and
faithfulness. No civilization that has passed the baton
poorly has survived. Someone will train the next generation. The question is who and for what purpose? The
answer, literally, is in your hands. Please accept our
invitation to join us on this journey of Faith!

Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it. Prov. 22:6

Sign up now for the Moses Vision Tours every Thursday
at 1:00pm. Contact Linda Swenson at 503.256.3960 ext
271 or Cheryl Jarvis at 503-256-3960 ext 0.

What is more urgent than equipping the next generation to live for Christ in a world in
crisis? It is a call to Portland Christian School, to me…

Blessings,
–Bill Gibbons
Superintendent

The Moses Plan Revealed
Passing the Baton • May 5, 2009
Contact Linda Swenson at 503-256-3960 ext. 271 for reservations.
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NEWS FROM PCS
FROM the DESK of the PRINCIPAL, Dana Larson
Dear Alums
and Friends of
PC,
Grace and
peace be multiplied to you in
the knowledge
of God and of
Jesus our Lord
- 2 Peter 1:2

F

irst, I’d like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation
for the alumni who came to visit
during the Alumni Week. It was an
honor to meet you, have your speak
in classes, recognize you in Chapel,
and to give a short tour of the Jr/Sr
HS facility. I trust you felt welcome
and hope you’ll return again in the
near future. I also thank our Athletic Director and alum, Aaron Lewis
(95) for organizing and running the
Alumni Basketball Tournament. He
said it was very well attended and
the “old guys” won.

I

I ask for your prayers for our current students as they grow in their
relationship with the Lord and
discover the path God has placed
before them. Pray for our faculty
and staff whom God has called to
serve as mentors and teachers. They
impact young lives every day and
do it with enthusiasm, grace and
devotion. Pray for our coaches and
club sponsors who give students an
opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities. These activities
are fantastic for forming meaningful
friendships and incredible memories
that last a lifetime.

In March we will continue the tradition of performing a spring Musical.
We have selected The Spitfire Grill
for this year’s musical and have
auditions underway. If you play a
string instrument we could probably
use your talents, just call and speak
with band teacher, Kevin Sippel.
If PC is anything (sports related) we
are a basketball school. Both the
boy’s and the girl’s varsity teams are
shaping up to repeat trips to Pendleton. There are some exciting games
left in the season so check out our
schedule (www.highschoolsports.
net) to see if you can attend a game.
I also encourage you to keep in your
bookmarks www.portlandchristianathletics.com for fresh news and
pictures on our teams.
Go Royals!
–Dana Larson
Jr/Sr HS Principal

PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS, EE-12, GEAR UP FOR
ALL-SCHOOL ACCREDITATION

n April 2010, Portland Christian
Schools will be ready to present
itself to a team of ACSI teachers and
administrators led by Ben Haskell,
Supt. of West Hills Christian School
for examination from “head to toe”
to see if we meet all the requirements to become ACSI accredited,
school-wide. The Early Childhood
Program has held this status for 8
or more years and the high school,
grades 7-12, has been accredited
with the Northwest Association
of Christian Schools since 1987.
Rhonda Rogers, Director of the EE
Program was recently elected to
the ACSI Northwest Commission of
School Accreditation.
In addition to ACSI school accreditation, application will be made to the
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For those of you who were unable to
match your schedule with ours I encourage to come by sometime when
you can. I’d be more than happy to
greet you and give a tour if desired. I
would love to hear how the Lord has
connected you forever with PC and
what He has been doing in your like
recently.

Northwest Association of Accredited
Schools, NAAS, a regional accreditation body for all K-12 schools,
both public and private. Portland
Christian High School first became
accredited with both ACSI and
NAASCU in 1993, the first school in
the Northwest to achieve this standing. Five years ago, the Northwest
Association of Accredited Schools,
Colleges and Universities, separated
schools, K-12 from the larger body,
thus the name NAAS.
Accreditation is a huge undertaking
involving the collective work of the
School Board, the teaching, office,
custodial, maintenance, playground
staff, etc., along with students and
parent groups. One might ask,
“Why accreditation?” Accreditation

requires us to measure ourselves
against a standard accepted nationally and internationally and see
areas where we need to improve as
well as affirming what we are doing
right. Generally speaking, accredited schools are validated schools.
This is of particular importance at
the high school level where colleges and universities recognize
accredited schools when seniors are
applying for admission. In addition,
teachers leaving Portland Christian
Schools and applying for positions
in a public institution, may be
placed higher on the school’s pay
scale than if their previous experience had been in a non-accredited
school.

The AD Writes from the Bleachers

T

his first
year has
been an enjoyable time for
me to watch
from the
bleachers of so
many games/
matches. The
growth in
numbers of the
middle school football team (almost
two teams strong), the perseverance
of the girls soccer team, the comeback of the PC cross country program, the solid starts to the boy’s
and girls basketball seasons are
a few of things that come to mind
when I reflect.
The fall sports seasons for Portland
Christian helped to continue the
historic run over the last 2+ years
here at our school. Volleyball made
another appearance in the State
playoffs, Football won its third
straight Northwest League title, and

G

the boy’s soccer team won its first
ever state championship. In the calendar year of 2008, Portland Christian won 4 state championships
(Boy’s Basketball, Track, Baseball,
Boy’s Soccer)
As the Athletic Director at Portland
Christian I am proud of the accomplishments of our teams, coaches,
and fans. However, in this time of
plenty I think it is appropriate to
encourage us all to stay focused on
the primary goals of Portland Christian sports. We as a school want to
positively impact every person that
comes in contact with our sports
programs for Christ. I want to thank
you in advance for helping us keep
that perspective in 2009. If we win
we praise Him, if we lose we praise
Him.
Alumni, it would be fantastic to see
some of you at the Pendleton convention center for the State basketball tournament. The dates are

March 3-7, game times TBA)
GO ROYALS!
A postscript: On January 6, 2009, it
was announced that the 2008-2009
Fall Oregon Cup Standings were in.
The standings are weighted equally
between athletic success and academic performances from the student
athletes. There is a sportsmanship
component as well. In the final
tabulations, out of 39 schools, St
Mary’s Academy in Medford placed
first AND PORTLAND CHRISTIAN
placed second in the OREGON CUP
STANDINGS. What a testimony to the
coaches, teachers, staff, students
AND their parents. These standings
show the strength of the programs
that has been created with the hard
work of all involved. All praise belongs to our Lord.
–Aaron Lewis (95)
Athletic Director and Coach

Tamara Anderson, VP at 6-12,
Assumes Interim Helm at PCES

od has
greatly
blessed Portland Christian
Schools with
able and flexible leaders at
all levels. Without missing a
beat, Tamara
Hoffman Anderson assumed the
role of Interim Principal at the K-6
campus when Bill Buck moved to
the high school campus as Director
of Community Relations. Letting “no
moss grow under her feet,” Tamara
immediately set about redecorating and rearranging the office and
two classrooms at the school. When
teachers returned to school after the
Christmas break, they were amazed
to find they had a new copy room in
their old lounge, a beautifully outfitted, new Teachers’ Lounge in the old
5B classroom and changes in the
Parent Committee Community Center in a classroom used previously
for storage and as a work space.
Mrs. Anderson immediately set out

to get herself up to speed on the
inner workings of the school and
implementing ways to work efficiently with teachers and staff. Because
she only has three days per week
to devote to the ES, she has had to
develop collegiality with the staff as
quickly as possible. As one teacher
said, “We simply have to be very
responsible and get things done in
a timely manner.” “All of us need to
pitch in and make Tamara’s job here
as comfortable as possible knowing she has a huge job at the high
school.”

One of the tasks currently underway
at the school is the work on ACSI
Accreditation. Because both the
high school and the early education
department are due for re-accreditation in April 2010, all three areas
will move ahead as one school using
the new Accreditation Instrument
published in December by ACSI.
This is a large undertaking, but one
in which all will be examined by a
set of standards accepted nationwide as necessary for meeting student learning objectives. This is one

of the major goals of Superintendent
Bill Gibbons.
Friendship and caring are very
much in evidence among the faculty,
staff and parents at PCES. On page
11 are pictures of the baby shower
held for first grade teacher, John
Felton and wife Amy Beaumont (99).
It was a precious time for all as
we welcomed baby Olivia into our
world.
The grade school hosts many activities for students and families.
In the middle of the CYO basketball season, the school is looking
into baseball and softball teams
to participate in the Gresham ASA
League.
AND FUN NIGHT is right around
the corner. Volunteers are needed
to help with games, refreshments,
donations, etc. for this popular and
long-standing event to be held on
May 30th. As with all the campus
activities, please check online at
www.pcschools.org and follow the
appropriate links.
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PC Faculty
Attend Annual
ACSI Conference
PCH Faculty enjoyed the fellowship afforded them as they spent time together
attending seminars, listening to keynote
speakers, and meeting teachers from
other Christian Schools and comparing notes. They also met up with former
faculty and alumni teaching and administering in schools throughout the Northwest. Among others, Nicole Cundiff (02)
Prince and Dan Beaumont (71) as well as
Jeanne Lampi and Melissa Witt (76) Phillips had the opportunity to get caught up.
(The editor apologizes that the picture of
Dan and Nicole taken for this publication
did not download.)
Eric Lowe, former Bible and shop teacher
at Portland Christian High School conducted a seminar at the conference on
Modern Educational Theories. Said Eric,
“There is no more important vocation
than being a teacher, and there is no
teaching assignment as significant as
being a Christian teacher in Christian
education. What you have to offer students are knowledge and skills having
the potential to transform lives as well as
the future of America”.

BILL BUCK TAKES ON NEW ROLE

A

fter serving as the PCES Principal for the
past 21 years and serving as the junior high
department head for 5 years, Mr. Buck has been
called of the Lord to a new position at Portland
Christian Schools, that of Director of Community
Relations. Working out of his office on the Jr./Sr.
High campus, Bill will be ministering at both campuses to build community and increased student
enrollment.

Working directly with the Superintendent, Bill will be working across
campuses to strengthen PCS’s programs, strengthen families, and the
school faculty and staff. His goal is to make certain that every church,
every Christian school and all Christian families within a 30-mile
radius of the school learn about the programs Portland Christian has
to offer and to build strong relationships with them. Already, Mr. Buck
accompanied by Supt. Bill Gibbons, has made huge strides by meeting
with pastoral staffs, and school administrators in the area.
Tours of the elementary school, the early childhood campus, and the
high school have been planned to acquaint families and their students
with our facilities and programs. Bill is actively working with Annette
Ayers Johnson, Director of Development on promoting the MOSES
PLAN, as we get out the vision about Portland Christian Schools. Working with the administrators, Bill is already planning and promoting a
high school fair which is scheduled to be held in April for all students
interested in learning about and attending Portland Christian Schools.
One of Mr. Buck’s greatest strengths has always been to promote the
building of community and friendship among the faculty and families at the school. The Dad’s Club, so successful at the grade school,
will now be extended to fathers of all PCS students. School-wide
social gatherings, parent discussion groups, prayer meetings, Mariner Games, group attendance at Blazer and Winter Hawk games are
all part of Bill’s continuing efforts to build collective spirit at Portland
Christian Schools.
With all this on his plate, Bill has taken the time to be at basketball
games, Alumni Board meetings, ISP gatherings, chapels, Board of
Trustee meetings, etc. to promote this collective spirit of trust at PCS.
Bill will also serve as the school liaison at any memorial or funeral service held for friends and members of our school family. Hospital visits
are also part of Bill’s care for people and students at PCS as he reaches
out on behalf of our school to promote and meet the spiritual care and
welfare of our people.
As Mr. Gibbons said, “We have needed such a man for such an hour
as this. Mr. Buck’s compassion for people, knowledge of, and passion
for our school, makes him the person of God’s own choosing to fill this
role”.

6 REALS

Are You Aware???
PCS offers one of the finest preschool programs in the country!

O

ne of only two schools in Oregon
to have achieved full accreditation status with ACSI, the Early
Education program under the direction of Rhonda Rogers ministers
daily to nearly 120 students from
all over the greater Vancouver/Portland metropolitan area. In addition
to its ACSI accreditation, the school
is fully licensed with the State of
Oregon, exceeding all the stringent
requirements for its operation.
The school’s formal morning academic program for students 2 ½ to
5 years of age focuses on teaching
age-appropriate core curriculum
designed to meet the spiritual, mental, physical, emotional, and social
needs of the whole child. In addition
to the formal instruction, children
may remain on campus through the
lunch hour until 6:00 pm in fully
supervised and carefully planned
care activities. For those children in
grades K through 6, whose parents
are unavailable to pick them up
at the end of the school day, after
school care is also available until
6:00 pm. Currently 92 children are
enrolled in this program.
Portland Christian Schools “got into
the business “ of daycare, preschool,
and after- school care twenty or so
years ago when the need for this
service became more and more
critical. While there was much the
Board-level discussion at that time

over the Biblical concept of both
parents working outside the home, it
was deemed that there was a great
need for this ministry in both the
Christian and non-Christian communities. Portland Christian started
this ministry at the Clark County
Campus in Vancouver, and then
began operations on the Market
Street Campus nearly fifteenyears
ago. When the doors of the Vancouver Campus were closed three years
ago, Portland Christian’s Early
Education Ministry shifted in its
entirety to Portland.

Highly qualified, trained, and experienced teachers work in all aspects
of this twelve- month program. Field
trips, particularly in the summer,
keep the children busy during the
week; and because the EE Campus
is an integral part of the larger Portland Christian Elementary School,
the children have access to the
facilities enjoyed by the older grade
school students. The covered play
area allows children to be outside in
the inclement weather and the gym
allows for programmed PE activities.
One of the children’s favorite areas,
however, is the new library with the
myriad of books and the beautiful
reading center. The art center along
with the computer center also help
round out each child’s early education experience.
Director Rhonda Roger’s influence
goes far beyond the community
served by the Portland Christian
campus. Her passion for Early
Education has made her a highly
qualified and respected leader of EE
in the greater Portland area. She
formed, and facilitates an early education network across the greater
Portland area, currently consisting
of twenty-two preschools. Meeting
monthly with the directors, she acts

as a liaison and resource person
for dissemination of information,
discussion of state laws and requirements, how to meet the needs of
families, how to meet facility and
financial needs, and assists in locating qualified people to staff their
schools. Rhonda also was elected
recently to serve on the ACSI Northwest Commission overseeing member and accredited schools, EE-12.
We were encouraged to learn that
there are a number of PCS Alumni
who have their children enrolled in
Portland Christian’s Early Education Program. There are also teachers whose children are currently
students in the school or have had
their own children graduate from
the high school. Because 80% of the
children in the pre-kindergarten
classes go on to attend the elementary school, PCS’s EE program is a
wonderful feeder into kindergarten.
As more and more students remain,
we are now seeing graduates who
have come all the way up through
the grades at Portland Christian.
On behalf of the Alumni Association, we are grateful for the vision
and direction given from the Board
and administration back in the
1980’s. Because of their vision, we
are now seeing the fruits of that decision in continuing to build a firm
foundation envisioned by those early
men and women who founded this
great school.
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T

he
night
was cold
and wet.
Rain
poured
outside
as the
Alumni
Board set
up for the
Homcoming Queen annual
HomeRosie Johnston
coming
Reception in the cafeteria. “Should
we open early and let everyone in
out of the weather” was the question
on everyone’s mind. The Board de-

HOMECOMING 2008
cided it needed to support the team
as well as the homecoming court
and the student floats. After all everyone had worked so hard to make
this Forty-Sixth Annual Homecoming a success. So the doors were
closed and locked and all headed
out to enjoy the festivities.

Despite the weather, the 60 Alumni
in attendance enjoyed the game and
especially were pleased with the
season’s pass given to each alumnus
in attendance. The floats paraded
by the stands and many agreed that
this year’s entries were the best yet.
For the second year in a row, the INTERNATIONAL STUDENT float took

first prize. The court followed the
float procession and made a lovely
presentation as the crowd clapped
and cheered for them.
As soon as the doors opened, the
rather wet alumni and their families made their way into the cafeteria for hot cider and refreshments.
Many spent the last half going in
and out to check on the game while
children played inside and several
babies slept in their strollers. Well
after the game was finished with the
final score of PCH 46 and Knappa
44, Alumni remained to visit with
old friends and several teachers who
returned to see their old students.

2008 Homecoming Court

Aaron Lewis, 1995 and PCH AD Planned and Organized
this Year’s Alumni Tournament.

A

aron writes that January 10th
was a neat day here at Portland
Christian. It was the last day of our
Alumni weekend, which was capped
off with a basketball tournament
in which all alums were welcome to
participate. The turnout was exciting, as 35 guys suited up to play
(including two players who graduated from PC in 1967!). The players
were divided into four teams and
each team played the other three in
a round robin schedule.

The Classics
8 REALS

Team names: The Classics (19671994), Old school (1994-1997),
Use2B’s (1998-2002), The Rookies
(2002-2008).

After the morning session the teams
were ranked 1 to 4 and placed into
a tournament bracket. The experience of the oldest team proved to
be too much for the others, as the
CLASSICS took home the crown!
Kirby Gleason, 1992 was unofficially
named tournament MVP.

Old School

Rookies

The day was made special by providing an opportunity for players
and families re-connect. Next year’s
date has not been determined as of
yet, but the field will be opened up
to faculty in an effort to continue to
grow the event as well as introduce
our fabulous staff to our alums. See
you next year!
A HUGE thanks to John Birkhoffer,
Ryan Miller, and Tony Collopy who
help referee the event.

Used2Bs

A

ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS

pproximately three hundred
Alumni attended one or more
of the events planned for the week.
Twenty-eight alumni were in attendance at Thursday’s chapel. Athletic
Director Aaron Lewis (1995) challenged the Alumni to remember the
meaningful days at PC, and Choir
Director Daniel Burnett (1999) led
the singing. Ashley Fenison Ainley
(2003) sang a medley of the hymns
Amazing Grace and My Chains are
Gone, reminiscent of the days she
sang solos in ensemble and choir.
Following chapel, the alumni were
treated to a luncheon and a state of
the school message from Superintendent Bill Gibbons. Mr. Gibbons
emphasized the direction the Lord
was leading the Board and administration and shared the vision for
the future of Portland Christian
through the MOSES PLAN. The
guests were treated to a tour of the
school by Development Director, Annette Johnson (1982) and Principal,
Dana Larson.

(On a sad note, it was learned following the luncheon that our dear
friend and Alumni Board member,
Les Busby had gone home to be with
the Lord.)

On Friday, eighty-one Alumni were
honored at the basketball games at
Warner Pacific and were delighted
to watch our excellent teams play
Knappa High School. At half time
of the Boys Varsity game, Mr. Buck
and former Athletic Director Rich
Remsburg remembered Les Busby
as the “voice of Portland Christian
basketball.” Many Alumni spent
time visiting in the reception area
following halftime.
Saturday, was a full day of activities
such as Alumni basketball, as thirty-five men ranging from the class of
1967 to 2008 played in the Annual
Alumni Tournament. (See the article
by Aaron Lewis below.) The Bunnell
twins from the class of 1983, Patty
Stenhouse and Terri Flikkema, prepared a wonderful meal. Over one
hundred guests signed in at the luncheon. Following the playoffs in the
afternoon, many players returned to
“chow down” on the leftovers Patty
and Terri graciously left for hungry
players after the game. Following
the playoff games in the afternoon,
many Alumni returned to attend the
PCH Annual Art Show.
On Saturday a questionnaire was
handed out to those present, and
Alumni were asked to respond to

a number of questions about the
week’s activities. Following is a
summary of many of the comments:
-The chapel was excellent; it needed
to be longer with more singing.
-Both the tour and luncheon on
Thursday were well planned and
executed and informative.
-The teachers and students were so
gracious in welcoming us.
-The Hospitality Room at the game
Friday night was a great idea. Next
year, please keep it open during both
boys’ and girls’ games. It was such a
wonderful place to visit with friends.
-Promote this event more; it was
amazing and well worth the travel to
Portland for the week. ----Need two
days for the Tournament.
-I am planning to spread the word for
next year; this event needs to grow.
The post cards were professionally
done and inviting. First class event
all the way. Thanks.
-Put this on the web site now.
-A wonderful event for the entire family.
-The Art Show was amazing. It really
needs to be promoted for next year.
-Why not organize lots of class reunions for this week. Great way to
promote Portland Christian Schools.
There need to be tours available for
the elementary school.
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NEWS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT

he ISP program at Portland
Christian is growing by leaps
and bounds. Sheila Tretter, PC’s
International Student Director, announced that a total of forty-seven
students from around the globe are
now enrolled at Portland Christian.
Kathy Nyone, ISP Home Stay Coordinator, reported that forty-four
students hail from Asian countries.
Among these students, sixteen are
from Korea, fourteen from Viet Nam,
one from Taiwan, five from China,
and eight are from Japan. Three
students from the other side of the
world are also enrolled: one from
Germany, one from Spain and one
from Russia.

The newly formed Friends Across
Borders program, which is made up
of ISP students and their American
peers, has sponsored numerous
monthly activities in an effort to
foster cross-cultural understanding
and to promote friendship among
all Portland Christian students. In
January, a post-Christmas party
was held, focusing on the reason we
celebrate Christmas. Students also
enjoyed food, exchanged gifts and
played “wild games.” Some of the
upcoming events planned for the
students are the annual Snow Day
at Mrs. Lampi’s home in Government Camp and International Food
Day on May 8th, a multicultural
event to which everyone is
invited.
Many of our international
students excel academically, particularly in math.
On February 10th a large
number of the students
will participate in the
American Math Competition. The seniors are also
studying hard for their
TOEFL exams and apply-

Coached by Cousins

4A and 3A Boys Soccer Played in State
Semifinals

C

oach Tyler Lewis (1994)
of Gladstone High School
and Coach Aaron Lewis
(1995) of Portland Christian
High School are cousins
who played soccer with one
another for over twenty-six
years. While growing up,
the boys were closer than
most siblings. They both
played soccer while students
together at Portland Christian; both married Portland
Christian graduates; and
they both live in Gladstone with their families. This past
summer (2008), the boys coached a soccer camp together,
helping train each other’s players with the goal of both
teams making it into the State Playoffs and a potential
State Championship. Both teams made it into the playoffs; Portland Christian won the State 3A Championship.
Congratulations to both of these fine PCH Alumni.
10 REALS

ing to universities all over the world.
Students have been accepted at St.
Johns University, Ohio Northern
University, Duquesne University,
Northeastern University, Massachusetts College of Health and Science,
Purdue University, University of
Oregon, University of Portland, Portland State University, and Washington State University. One student,
Yiqian Zhou, received a $120,000
Merit Scholarship for the University
of Portland. Amazing kids, amazing
teachers and amazing programs.
This is Portland Christian reaching
out to bring the world to our doors
so we can teach and reach students
with the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

O

PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS HOLDS FIRST
SCHOOL-WIDE CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG AND POTLUCK

n December 5th, nearly 160
parents, students, faculty and
alumni attended this first annual
all-school Christmas event held at
the High School. Planned by Annette Ayers Johnson, 1982, PC’s
Director of Development and Superintendent Bill Gibbons, the Alumni
Association assisted in decorating
tables and helping wherever needed
in preparation for the evening. As
one member of the Alumni Board
said, “If we keep up these kinds of
activities, we’ll all feel an integral
part of this school again. It’s just

O

like old times, families getting together to fellowship.”

After dinner, and with “much”
encouragement from Mr. Gibbons,
(people just wanted to keep visiting),
people began moving toward the
front of the auditorium. After prayer
and sharing a few words of praise,
Bill introduced Choir Director
Daniel Burnett. The singing began.
Daniel, class of 1999 and wife Emily
started us off singing many familiar
carols. No one, however, will forget the rendition of “O Holy Night”.

Daniel’s magnificent tenor voice, in
concert with Emily’s, reverberated
throughout the cafetorium. Some
sang along, many just listened, but
all joined in on the last few phrases.
The evening ended with Christmas
songs, such as Jingle Bells loved by
all from the youngest to the oldest.
Stomachs were filled with great
food, we were all filled with great fellowship, but most of all, our hearts
were filled to overflowing with the
joy of the Lord. What a way to begin
the 2008 Christmas Season.

PCES Staff Gather to Welcome Olivia Felton

n November 24, 2008, PCES
Faculty, staff and parents
gathered at a luncheon and shower
to welcome baby Olivia Felton into
the world. Olivia is the daughter
of Amy Beaumont (99) and John
Felton, second grade teacher. In addition to the pictures shown at their
shower, a four- generation picture
is included. Amy is the daughter of
Dan Beaumont (71) Bible teacher at
Portland Christian high School. Jay
Beaumont, former Superintendent
was also a Bible teacher at PCHS.
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Congratulations to...

• Jeremy Keith (97) graduated
on September 25, 2008 from San
Diego ITT TECH as Valedictorian of the Fall 2008 graduating
class. He received highest honors
with a 4.0 GPA, earning a BS in
Digital Entertainment and Game
Design. Prior to attending ITT, he
served in the Navy for 5 ½ years
as a cryptology technician. He is
now employed by National Testing
Jeremy Keith
Labs in San Diego, CA. Jeremy’s
mom coached volleyball and taught PE at PCHS for 10
years, 1988-1998. Sister, Jodi (95) works for Women of
Faith in Plano, TX and sister Jennifer (89) is married
and mom of two little girls, Eden and Hannah.
• Eric Dunham (00) graduated at the top of his class at
the Police Academy in Seattle. He received the highest
achievement awards for firearms, academics, and overall
high score. Erik was sworn
in as a Clark County Deputy
Eric Dunham
Sheriff. Erik is married to
Jessica Wilson (00).
• Tri (Steven) Nguyen (01), the first Vietnamese to
graduate from Portland Christian, now heads a software
company in Vietnam with an office in Portland.
• Leanne Madore (01), recently
returned from the Czech Republic
after spending five of the “most
glorious weeks” visiting her dear
friend, Matt and seeing, first
hand, the work to which the Lord
has called him. On December 16,
2008, Matt placed an engagement
ring on Leanne’s hand and asked
her to be his wife as well as his
partner in reaching people in the
Leanne Madore
Czech
Republic for Christ. An August
1, 2009 wedding is planned.
• Jennifer Birkhofer (03) and
Kyle O’Donnell of Louisville,
KY announced their engagement on December 24, 2008.
An August 1, 2009 wedding is Jennifer Birkhofer
12 REALS

planned. Both Jennifer and Kyle graduated from Duke
University in 2007 and both work for Humana, Inc.
• Caitlyn Reilly (03) recently announced her engagement to Brett
Hooper.
• Christopher Keller (03), graduated in December 2008 with his
Masters Degree in Teaching.
•Kristi Waldal (06) and Brent
Stephens (05) are planning a
July 8, 2009 wedding.
• Angela Schilling (05) and Alex
Fritz announced their engageCaitlin Reilly
ment in January and are planning a May 9, 2008 wedding in Vancouver, WA following
Angela’s graduation from Corban College.
• Scott Birkhofer (05) who completed his senior football season at Linfield College, kicked more 50-yard
field goals that all other kickers in the NCAA Division
3 combined. One field goal was 56 yards. Scott was
named a college football All American player. Linfield
completed their 53rd consecutive winning season, extending their NCAA all-divisions record.
• Ashley Cundiff (05) graduated summa cum laude
last May from Rhodes College. She accepted a full-ride
scholarship to the University of Wisconsin where she is
pursuing her PhD in History.
• Michael Garrison (06) announced his engagement to Melissa Curtis. The couple is planning
a summer 2009 wedding. Michael
is currently serving in the security forces of the USAF.
• Shawn Evans (07) was the second leading receiver as a tight end
at NCAA division 3 at Lewis and
Clark College recording 32 recepMichael Garrison tions for 328 yards during his
sophomore season.
• Charlie Antal (07), wide receiver for Wheaton College had 10 receptions, 166 yards for his 2008 season.
Wheaton College has one of the best records in the
NCAA D3 with an .800 winning percentage over the
past nine years. In five out of the past seven years,
Wheaton has played in the NCAA D3 Championships.
• Heidi Garrison (08)
was engaged in November
2008 to Benjamin Porter.
An August 24, 2009 wedding is planned in Oregon
City. Ben is employed with
Northwest Custom Electric
and working to become a
Heidi Garrison
firefighter. Heidi is attending Clark College and plans to continue her education
at WSU to complete her degree in elementary education.
• Kim Hill (08), a freshman at Pepperdine University,
was named to the Collegiate Volleyball Update’s RISING
STARS as one of the top 16 freshman players in the
USA. Kim was also named as the West Coast Conference, Freshman of the Year and earned All-WCC honorable mention.

Births
• Olivia born in October 2008 to
John and Amy Beaumont (99)
Felton.
• Uriah,
born on
October
8, 2007 to
Danny (01)
and Jessica Engeman (03)
Carlston.

Olivia Felton

• Belle, daughter of former Biology teacher, Scott Davis and wife,
Michelle.

Belle Davis
Uriah Carlston

Judah Richardson

• Judah Avram born to Lyon
and Bellame Pullen (03)
Richardson on July 15, 2007.

• Jona Lee,
son of Jonathan and
Abby Hata
(97) Lee
and cousin,
Cate Hata,
daughter of
Cate & Jona
Brooke and
Jonathan
(91) Hata.

• Emily Grace born in July
2008 to Holly and David (94)
Brewster in July 2008.

Emily Brewster

Weddings

• Bruce Hutchinson (01) and Annie Soward were
married on October 18, 2008 at Brooks Hill Historic
Church.

• Amanda and Ed Ryan (96) were married on March
24, 2008.

Deaths

Thank you for praying for the families of those recently bereaved. See IN
MEMORIAM section for write-ups on each one.
• Les Busby (PCS 1957-2009)
• Mildred Hager
• Tim Rogers (65)

• Jeff Weber
• Gretta Swindell Clay (91)
• Talassa Rose Huss (73)
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Jay & Bev Beaumont

Charles (87) & Charlie
(07)Antal
Aaron Ankrom (01) &
Mandy Webb (05)

NOTES to the REALS
From the Fifties…
• Joy Rogers Baer (58) writes, “I
have been married 43 years; we
have 3 children and 7 grandchildren. I have been an organist at First
Baptist Church in Stockton for
43 years as well. I recently retired
from full-time teaching but continue teaching piano and organ out
of my home. My husband, Everett
Baer retired from Sears Co. and
we enjoy traveling, gardening, art,
writing, teaching, music and involvement in our church. I taught
public and private Christian education for 45 years. The economy has
hit the Christian schools hard in
California. I do want to continue
to be updated on upcoming events
at Portland Christian although the
travel time and money may make
it hard to attend many. My brother,
David Rogers (57), still lives in the
Portland area and keeps us in touch”
• Judy Corkum (58) Richins sends
greetings to all her classmates and
wants everyone to know they are
welcome to drop by. Call the Alumni
office for her address or phone number.
• Bonnie Dick Boatman (59) writes,
“A big thank you for a great Alumni
Celebration at PCH. The chapel
certainly was inspirational; and the
luncheon well prepared. The tour of
the campus was an eye-opener and
fellowship with the faculty, staff and
students so very special.”

From the Sixties…

• Virginia Guida Daggett (60)
writes, “I hope to someday be able
to see the new school buildings. I
guess they aren’t considered new
any longer but they are to me since
I graduated from the old high school
on Market Street. I don’t think it
would have mattered the condition
of the facility because it was such a
special time in my life and I was so
blessed to have been able to attend
PCH my senior year.”
14 REALS

• Lynda Wiley Wood (60) writes
“My sister, Janet Elsie Wiley, died
on January 27, 1979. She graduated
from Portland Christian in 1964.
She was also a graduate of Multnomah School of the Bible and lived in
Portland at the time of her death.”
• Gloria Ochsner Price (61). When
her name showed up on the list of
“missing”, Gloria wrote that she
moved to Umpqua Lane in Albany
four years ago. She also wrote that
Ginger Tyler Lum, now goes by Ginger Tyler and loves to keep in touch
with PCS. “Our classmates are
starting to discuss our 50th reunion
which will take place in 2011. We
usually are a year behind, however,
perhaps we can get it on time for
the 50th.” (Please remember that
PCS now has an Alumni Office and
Board ready and willing to help with
reunions.)
• Ginny Bradley (61) writes “Thank
you for the information on how I can
look up the REALS on line. I will
write something up about my work
and send it along with some digital
photos. E-mail and digital cameras
certainly make it easier to keep
in touch.” Virginia’s e-address is
ginny_bradley@sil.org.
• John VanLierop (65) writes about
the Annual Meeting last August.
“My father and I sat across from Evvie Corkum Boys (53) and her husband, Ron. To show what a small
world this is, her roommate was a
parent of one of my former students
at Seattle Pacific. Bill Gibbon’s vision for PCS is most fascinating and
utterly mind-boggling. He will be in
my prayers. How about a devotional
article in the REALS from a teacher,
student or an Alumnus? God bless
the work of the Portland Christian
Alumni Association.”
• Jim Johnson (65) writes “After 21
years of active duty in the United
States Navy, I transferred to the
Fleet Reserve in 1986. I was fully
retired from the Navy Service as a

Chief Petty Officer (E-7) with a total
of 30 years in the service. Since
1995, I’ve been working at the Naval
Air Station North Island in support
of the Navy Fleet and the USMC
in the F/A Hornet test equipment
support program. More recently I
have been in the Primary Standards
Laboratory where equipment is
calibrated to the highest standards.
I am married to Marina J. Shields
Johnson and have one adopted son,
three step daughters and two step
sons. I have eight grandchildren
ride motorcycle and am a member of
an AMA Chartered Veterans Motorcycle Club. I average over 30,000
miles per year on my motorcycle. I
am deeply involved in supporting
veterans, veteran’s causes and Law
Enforcement.”
• Janice Green Johnson (66) writes
“I married Robert Johnson (67) in
1969. We have 3 grown children, 2
daughters, Denise and Melissa and
our son, Aaron. We have 3 grandchildren. Bob and his brother, Steve
Johnson (70), own 2 small businesses in San Diego: Sandy Diego
Powdercoating and San Diego Paint
Shops. I work in a dental office in
San Diego, having been in the field
for 20 years and at the same office for the last 11 years. Bob and
Steve’s older brother, Jim Johnson
(65) lives in Oceanside, CA. Jerry
Arvin (65) and wife Karen, who
works at Western Seminary, live in
Portland.
• Joyce McQueen (67) Birthmark
writes “I was so pleased with your
articles in the REALS. I did hear
from Evogene Stephens (54) who
taught me in 5th grade in 1960. It
was so nice to hear that she enjoyed
the articles as well. I also heard
from Sharon Branson (67) from
Canada. I hope one of these days
she can come down and get together
with us. Since the last REALS came
out I have been diagnosed with
breast cancer. It is just stage one

Pam Dirks Halvorson (83)

Ann (76), Eric (00) and
John (75) Dunham
Ren Doughty (84)

from Portland Christian Alumni & Friends
and I have gone through 33 days
of radiation therapy. I am in God’s
hands and my medical care is wonderful. My sister, Jean, found out
she also has breast cancer so we are
going through this together.

From the Seventies…

• Joanne Bas (71) Gibbens writes
“I have reconnected with Shirley
Ader (71) Endres within the past
two years which has been wonderful
and come to find out Shirley Lander (71) Hooge lives in North Dakota
just a few miles from where my
husband and I will be retiring in the
next five years. I was only at PCHS
for two years but they were the two
best years of my life. I will always
cherish them.” (Ed. note: Joanne
visited the school during Alumni Appreciation Week. She can be reached
at her hone in Juneau at jacoba@
ptialaska.net)
• Carol Johnson (72) Galligan responded “Thank you for the invitation to the Christmas Sing-a-long. I
will not be in Portland but it is nice
to be invited. Please say hi from
Carol to any of my old friends. Merry
Christmas.” (This all-school event is,
in part, sponsored by the PCS Alumni
Association. See calendar for the
2009 date.)
• Karen Lander (73) Bower writes
“Thanks so much for your consistent support all those years ago to
me and my brothers and sisters.
I am married to David Bower and
have six children. My youngest is
almost seven and my oldest, 24 is
getting married on December 6,
2008.” Karen’s e-address is bowerkr@gmail.com.
• Helen Bas Eskelson (76) writes
“After graduation from PCH, I got
my Ophthalmic Assistant degree
and specialized in Administration.
I worked mainly for OHSU for 16
years. Later in life, my husband,
Scott, and I owned a coffee and
gift basket shop in Clackamas. We

moved from Damascus, OR to Pahoa, HI in July of 2008. I am retired
now and Scott is a technician at the
Puna Venture Geothermal Plant. We
have four children; 31,26,21,and 17
and three grandchildren ages 12,
4 and 1. We are members of Pu’ula
Congregational Church where I volunteer as secretary and newsletter
publisher. We spend our time enjoying the island and helping Scott’s
ailing mother. My sister, Grace (80),
lives in Texas and Joanne (71), in
Juneau. My brother, Richard (81),
lives in Oregon City. I welcome all
teachers and PCS Alumni to visit
my Facebook page or e-mail me at
eskelsons@live.com. I am looking
forward to our 35-year reunion.”
• David Forney (76) writes “It was
so good to see you at the Classes of
1976 and 1977 reunion in Albany,
September 2007. I have been out of
touch with everyone far too long. It
is great to know we will have one
amazing reunion in the future. God
Bless everyone.”
• Bob Beckman (77) writes, “Another year has flown by and we have
had a lot of changes at the Beckman household. I moved to Portland
to begin a new job in March 2008
and Shana and Caitlyn remained
in Idaho to finish the school year.
Caitlyn is in Sherwood Middle
School and Shana is working for
the Tigard-Tualatin School District
as the registrar at the high school.
We found a great church with an
awesome youth program. I am now
playing bass with the worship band.
We’d love to get back in touch with
everyone. Our e-address is beckmanfamily3@verizon.net.
• Debbie Gleason (77) Maehler
writes from New Orleans “We are all
doing fine. My oldest is living with
my mom in Greenville right now and
is looking for work there. Lisa, my
second oldest is married to a wonderful man who is currently in the
Navy. They are expecting their first

and my first grandchild. My oldest
son, Eric, is engaged to Roxanne
who had a serious motorcycle accident several months ago. I teach my
youngest 3 at home Matt will graduate this year, Mark is 14 and Luke is
11. My husband, Kevin retired from
the Coast Guard after 24 years of
active duty and now works for them.
New Orleans sure isn’t the northwest.”
• Debbie Driesner (78) writes
“Nice write-up about Mustangs and
MOHR in the REALS. Good to see
everyone at last year’s 30th reunion.”
• Phil Emburg (79) writes in response to the emails sent out looking for “lost” classmates. In his note,
Phil mentioned a number of PCH
grads for whom he had some information. In particular, he wanted to
remember his friend, Julie Rodine
(77). “Julie passed away sometime
in the nineties from complications
due to pregnancy. She was such a
pure and delightful treasure.”
• Andy Burgess (79) writes about
his brothers and sisters. “My older
brother, Tim (76) is deceased. He
was killed in a tragic auto accident
in July 1980, the same year he
graduated from Seattle Pacific College. Don Burgess (75) continues
to work at the National Institute of
Standards and Technology where he
has been the past 23 years. NIST is
located in Gaithersburg, MD. Don
and Pattie purchased a 200+ year
old home in Harpers Ferry, WV
have been restoring it for the past 2
years. It is fully renovated and restored. My sister, Jana Burgess (80)
Hoberg and husband Chester reside
in Liberty lakes, WA. Jana left PCS
the end of eighth grade and graduated from Portland Lutheran. Jana
graduated from SPU just as Tim did
before her. I completed my ninth
grade year at PCH before transferring to PLHS. I went on to graduate
from OSU with a BS degree in Business, majoring in Hotel, Restaurant,
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and Tourism Management. I have
worked in hospitals, and Retirement
Communities over the past 23 years
in CA, ID, OR, and WA. I did help
put together a fine-dining Internationale Cuisine restaurant in Roseburg in the late 1990’s as well. My
wife, Kim and I now live in Fairview.
I am the Food Services Director at
Oregon Baptist Retirement Homes.
I work in the Gateway District only
a mile west of PCH. Travis Hewitt
(03) worked for me during his junior
and senior years at PCH. He is now
in the Marines stationed in Iraq.” Eaddress: awb7985@hotmail.com.
• Girls in the class of 1979 write,
“If anyone in PCS Land knows the
whereabouts of Mrs. Mitchell, our
teacher in the 7th grade, we would
like to invite her to our 30-year
Reunion. There are a number of us
who have some ‘asking her forgiveness’ to do.” The Reunion will be
held on September 12, 2009. Please
contact Mrs. Lampi at jeanne.
lampi@pcschools.org.

From the Eighties…

• Karen Gleason (81) McKinney
writes “The article about our family
and talking with Mom brought back
some memories of Dad’s work on the
contract to secure the present PC
High School from Parkrose School
District. My Dad was persistent
when he felt strongly about something. He truly had a passion and
love for Portland Christian Schools
and ensuring that they were well positioned for the future, which is why
he committed so much time on the
Board. Long after we all graduated,
Dad would continue to follow sports
and attend games. Sometimes as
children we don’t always fully grasp
the contributions our parents make.
Mom and I have had many conversations over the past few years
as we have reminisced about Dad.
Thank you for making a bright spot
in our day with the last REALS.”
(Ed. note: Jimmie Gleason was very
active on the PCS Board of Trustees
for many years. As a CPA, he was
responsible for the tight contract that
ensured the Christian School Society
of Portland was able to exercise the
Lease Option in 1991 at the end of
the lease period. We can be grateful to this man for his foresight and
godly wisdom.) “Mom is having a
year of health challenges from a
severe infection and hospitalization
while visiting Jon (78) and family in
16 REALS

Scotland to other challenges when
she got home. Jon and family are
doing well in Scotland and appreciate everyone’s continued prayers.”
• Kim Keefer (81) Williams writes,
“I remember those wonderful times
at your cabin when we were in high
school. I have such fond memories of
the ski club and ski trips.”
• Marcus Dirk (81) wrote “I need to
let Mrs. Lampi know I was intimidated by her in science when I was
in her classes. They seemed so hard.
Now as an adult, I love science. It
would be great to hear from other
teachers at PCH: what they are doing now, where they are, how they
are doing, etc. That would be a lot of
fun.” (Ed. note: we get a lot of such
requests. It has been suggested that
a page be devoted to former teachers
answering all the questions asked
by Marcus.)
• Kevin Sayler (81) writes, “I am
living in Escondido, CA, just north
of San Diego with my wife Lori and
two children, Jamisen (5) and Mahala (2). I work as a civil engineer
for the California State Department
of Transportation, or Caltrans.”
• Chuck Finster (82) writes,
“Thanks for the information on the
Christmas Potluck. Thank you,
too for changing my e-address to
chuck@gbc-hutchinson.com.”
• Ren Doughty (84) writes “From
California to Oregon to Arizona to
Georgia, I love my friends and I love
my wife, Julie of 20 years. She is
godly, gorgeous, and has a great
sense of humor. Together we are
having a blast raising three teenagers. I really enjoy every day and I
am so happy that God is and has
been good to us. I walk in Him and I
know He likes what I am doing.”
• Dawayn Babb (86) wrote, “If I
were doing any better I would be in
Heaven. I have a wonderful wife, and
two crazy kids, a boy 8 and a girl
6. I have my health and I have my
job. Most of all I have my God which
makes the others all the sweeter.
And you will be proud of me. I
haven’t been in the Principal’s office
in over 20 years.” (Yes, there was a
trip or two.)
• Doug Ritsema (86) writes, “Can
you believe it has been 14 years
since Dana and I were married at
Mrs. Lampi’s house in Government
Camp? We have one son, Taylor who
is 12 years old and a daughter, Abby
who is 6 years old. And 2 dogs if
anyone cares.”

• Tamela Orton Sargent (88)
writes, “I loved PCH and am so
grateful for the experience. Thanks
to all for making my high school
memories awesome.”
• Dan Hayes (89) writes “I just realized that it is time for our 20th PCH
reunion. I’d like to attend and would
be happy to help organize anything
from this side of the country.” Dan
lives in Stamford, CT and his e-address is: danbhayes@hotmail.com,
phone number is: 203-351-9143.

From the Nineties…

• Monique Hawthorn (90) Saade
writes, It’s so nice to hear from you
after all these years. Thanks for all
the hard work on the REALS. It’s
always fun to get the magazine updates on the latest PC happenings.”
• Kristy Minter Moore (91) writes,
“I came to PCH as a missionary kid
from Brazil. I was the class president my senior year so spent quite
a bit of time with you.” (In high
school, Kristy was an outstanding
pianist, playing for Bob Barber’s
choir and ensemble. She graduated
from PSU with her degree in music
and currently plays as much as possible with various artists and groups
in the area. She and her husband
own Montavilla Sewing Centers.)
• Suzanne Erickson (93) writes,
I fondly remember a senior day at
your house in Government Camp.
It was so much fun playing in the
snow. Thanks for a great high
school experience.”
• Gina Jewell (94) Mabini writes,
“I am married with three children.
I would like to get in contact with
Cheryl Walberg (94) and Allison Walberg (96) as well as get
in touch with others in my class.
Gina’s e-address is: gina.mabini@
co.multnomah.or.us.
• Joanna Hodges (94) Ireland
writes, “I graduated from Barnard
College in 1998 and from New York
University graduate school in 2003
with a masters in biology. I was
married on September 4, 2004 to
a wonderful man, Derek Ireland.
We had our first child on February 28, 2008. His name is Charles.
I am currently living in Cleveland,
OH working at the Cleveland Clinic
Foundation in a cancer research
lab. My husband is doing a post doc
in neuroinflammatory diseases. We
are looking to relocate back to the
NW at some point. NY was great, but
getting back to the Pacific Northwest

would be wonderful.”
• Aaron Sawyer (97) writes that it
has been a long time since he was
called into the principal’s office for
doing something that was definitely
not his fault. He added that he appreciated the fact that these visits
and “counsel” did make a difference
in his life and is grateful for the time
given to him and others.
• The following is a note from Susan
and David Hata about their children. “Jon (91) completed a fellowship in ‘minimally’ invasive surgery
last June and has joined a private
surgical practice in Hickory, NC.
In January 2009, his wife, Brooke
plans to return to practicing pediatric medicine. Aaron (94) and
wife Susan live in Boston. Aaron
is in the midst of his second year
of residency in internal medicine.
They are expecting their first baby
in June. Abby (97), Jon and son
Jona Lee are busy in Elk Grove, CA.
Jon continues to grow his business,
MetroHub. Abby is now working as a
pediatric genetic counselor at UC Davis medical campus in Sacramento.
• Julie Keith, former PE teacher
and Volley Ball coach write in a
memo about Jeremy Keith (97) (see
the article on Jeremy in News from
Alumni), “I hope all is going well at
PC. I enjoy especially following the
accomplishments of the PC Volleyball program. Please greet all who
might remember me. I am currently
working for AEI’s Tutankhamun and
the Golden Age of the Pharaohs Exhibit in Dallas, TX. Quite a change
from teaching PE.”
• Kristi Kantola (99) Harris writes,
“It is definitely weird having seasons
reversed! We actually came home for
Christmas this year so we did see
snow. It was so beautiful! We love
it here (Australia) and have been
having a great time traveling around
and seeing new things. In March we
will be going over to New Zealand.”

A New Century…

• Dallin Anthony Pennington
(00) writes, “Things for me have
been good. I am doing commercial
banking for US Bank and God has
absolutely blessed me in my career.
I am currently attending the Pearl
Church downtown and God has also
blessed me with the opportunity to
start a men’s spiritual growth group
on the west side of Portland. All
in all, God has touched my life in
so many unexpected ways. Hope-

fully I will start the U of O Grad
program for my MBA in 2010. I also
work with the Banks Fire District
as a Fire Fighter which continues to
challenge me physically and mentally. Please keep me in your prayers
as I look forward to the challenges
God has for me in 2009. Thanks.”
• Candace Lacky Inselman (00)
writes that she moved to Orlando,
FL about two and a half years ago
and got married two years ago.
• Krystal Mode Gulley (00) writes,
“I graduated from PCH in 2000 and
went from there to Westmont and
graduated in 2004 with a BS degree
in Biology and a minor in Chemistry
and Kinesiology. I then went into
an accelerated nursing program at
CSULB and graduated with a BS
in nursing. Shortly after I began
working at Santa Barbara Cottage
Hospital as an RN in the NICU. During this time I married Will Gulley
whom I met at Westmont and had
been dating for fiver years. After getting two years of experience, I began
working as a traveling NICU nurse.
We traveled to CO, WA and now
Texas. Will is the VP of Data Hardware Depot, a telecom resale company. He also has his own business,
Sports Link International, which
sets up sports camps for military
kids. We have been happily married
for two years and are looking toward
settling in the Portland area.”
• Jared Boria (01) writes “My folks
and I are doing great. My dad has
been at an awesome church in New
Hampshire for the past six years. I
just moved to Minnesota to continue
studying music. I will definitely miss
the mountains out west but I am
sure I will return.”
• Leanne Madore (01) writes, “I’ve
just returned to Portland from the
Czech Republic after spending 5 of
the most wonderful weeks of my life
with my prince and now fiancé. Our
engagement is the greatest gift we
could ever have received this Christmas and we are thankful to see
the culmination of so many years
of prayers from so many of you.
Matt and I met when he came to the
states to share with local churches
an update on missions in the Czech
Republic. Since our first encounter,
our relationship has flourished. Ever
since my first trip to Japan as a junior at Portland Christian 10 years
ago, I’ve had an unshakable and
ever growing heart for other nations.
God used those 10 days in Japan

to broaden my perspective of the
world as not only being larger than
myself but also to waken me to the
reality that millions live their lives
without knowing there is hope and
a purpose beyond this temporary
world. God has sent me to Europe,
New Zealand, Australia, Indonesia,
back to Japan as a teacher and now
the Czech Republic, all to shape me
into a woman who desires to live
outside the comforts of her home in
America. The amazing thing is that
I never dreamed the Lord would give
me such a handsome teammate to
be my partner for life.”
• Ashley Welch Fadden (03) writes,
“Thank you for the sweet comment
about how I had influenced an
underclassman. I have wondered
over the years if I really made a difference in high school. It’s nice to
know someone noticed.”
• Anna Howatt (05) writes to share
that she is a Theatre Arts Major and
will graduate in May. In the fall of
2009, she plans to get into a grad
program to teach English. “I hope
someday I might teach English and
Theatre at Portland Christian.”
• Kyle Durant (05). Rhonda Durant
wrote that Kyle attended Officer
Candidate School the past two summers. When he graduates from OSU
he will be commissioned as an officer for active duty in the Marines.
Thank you for your prayers.
• Kristi Waldal (06) writes that
things are going well at Texas A&M.
Our equestrian season is picking
back up with our first spring competition the end of January. We are
waiting to hear from grad school
applications. Brent (05) Stephens
got into Rice and was offered a nice
stipend and also got a research
grant for this summer.” Kristi and
Brent will be married in July.
• Dr. Nancy Parker, former PCS
Choir Director writes, “We are so
thankful to those who continue
to pray for Jeremy (99). He was
paralyzed from the waist down while
surfing. He is now living in Portland
and working full-time at Hillsboro
Aviation. He only uses a cane and
leg brace once in a while and continues physical Therapy once per week.
Angela (00) lives in Toronto and has
her own cleaning business, Jason
(02) was married in May and is a
police officer in Willmar, MN and
Steven (06) is a junior at St. Cloud
State University majoring in Criminal Law justice.”
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ERNIE BECKETT, class of 1953,
Resigns as President of PCS Alumni Association

I

n October
2008,
Ernie Beckett wrote
a letter to
the Alumni
Board announcing
that the
Lord was
leading him
to resign his role as president of the
Association. In his letter, Ernie told
the Board that he and wife Lynn
had made the decision to move from
Salem to a drier climate and to be
closer to family and thus needed to
be freed from all major responsibilities.
In 2003, as a result of a group
of Alumni desiring to honor PCS
AD, Rich Remsburg, the Portland
Christian Alumni Association was
formed. One of the first members on
the Alumni Board, and a primary
stimulus for starting the Association, was Ernie Beckett, class of
1953. Ernie was elected to the presidency in 2004 when the first Board
president, Bob Beckman (77),
moved to Idaho with his new job.
Since its beginning in 2003, the
Alumni Association has adopted a
Statement of Purpose which is the
foundational piece for our very existence. It launched a quarterly magazine, The REALS, which continues
to grow with each issue. The Alumni
database has grown from less than
600 names with usable data to
nearly 3000 today. From almost no
known reunions, many classes are
planning reunions at every 5-year
mark from graduation. Ernie has
encouraged as many activities as
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possible to draw former students
back to the school. As he said at
an early meeting, “The Alumni are
the forgotten element in our school
and when we do remember them,
it’s usually because we are asking for money. This must change.
PCS Alumni need to be encouraged
and valued and this Board must do
everything possible to reach out to
them.” “When we do this, they will
want to become an integral part in
supporting this great institution.”
Under Ernie’s leadership, an Advisory Board was formed which meets
yearly to give counsel and ideas to
the Association. Over the past four
years the Association has taken
on the role of assisting classes as
needed with reunion planning and
to plan “old-time” faculty reunions.
Several receptions honoring retiring
faculty have been sponsored by the
Alumni Association. Homecoming,
Alumni Appreciation Week, music
events, other events reconnecting alumni to the school, working
with the administration in promoting PCS activities, publishing an
Alumni magazine, building the
alumni data base by locating “lost
alumni”, praying regularly for our
service men and women, missionaries, those who are ill, attending
weddings and memorial services
are among the many activities for
which the Association has taken
responsibility during Ernie’s time
as president. The Alumni Board
also actively supports the efforts
of the Development Department by
helping where needed with events
such as annual fund dinners, the
60th Anniversary Celebration for
the school, the building of the PCES
Arts Building and currently, THE

MOSES PLAN.
Ernie’s greatest desire was and still
is to reconnect PCH Alumni to one
another and to the school. “This
is a great place. PCS provides that
firm foundation from which we are
launched into our adult years. This
was true for me in 1953 and it is
true for our students today. Part of
our role as older Alumni is to help
the younger generation understand
the importance of Portland Christian Schools.”
On behalf of the Alumni Association, the Board accepted with deep
regret, Ernie Beckett’s resignation.
With thanksgiving we are grateful
to the Lord for bringing this man of
God to this role for such a critical
time in the life and history of Portland Christian Schools.

“Thank you, our dear friend. You
and Lynn are in our prayers.”

T

ALUMNI BOARD HOLDS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER
and CARD WRITING GATHERING

he Alumni Board gathered at
the beautifully appointed home
of Marilyn Fitzgerald to celebrate the
birth of our Savior and recount the
Lord’s blessings for 2008. Eighteen
Board members and spouses enjoyed a wonderful dinner prepared
by Marilyn and Tara Nasymthe.
Following dinner, the regular December business meeting was held.
Bill Buck shared details of his new
position at the school as well as
his plans to attend all future board

meetings and give reports on the
work he is doing as the community
liaison for Portland Christian. Ernie
Beckett, who resigned his position
as president in October, shared the
direction he and wife Lynn believe
the Lord is taking them at this time
in their lives. For a number of reasons, including closeness to family
and finding a drier, yet seasonal
climate, Ernie and Lynn are planning to relocate in Idaho or northern
Nevada.

Christmas gifts were exchanged
among the Board and guests after
the meeting. The Board then got
down to the business at hand, that
of sending Christmas greetings and
notes of encouragement to the over
225 missionaries, school staff, military personnel, faithful donors and
those who were ill.
Even though the night was cold and
wet, the spirit among all was warm
and sweet and the spirit of the Lord
was truly in our midst.
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Mildred Hager

In Memoriam

On November
18, 2008,
Mildred
Hager went
into the
presence of
her Lord.
Mildred was
married
to former
Portland
Christian Schools Board member and PCH Bible teacher, Pastor
Daniel Hager. The Hagers have four
children, all PCH graduates: Bethel
(58), Hannah (59) Schwanke,
Rhoda (60) and John (62), married
to Sandra Huss (62).
Her daughter wrote the following about the Hager family and their
connection to Portland Christian
and the Zimmerman family. “When
Larry was a student at Portland
State and studying to be a public
school Math teacher, he found himself without a job one summer. This
pleased my Dad because he wanted
Larry to help out with VBS at Columbia View Bible Church where
Dad was pastor and Larry, Dave and
Helen Zimmerman and their mom
attended. After VBS was over, Dad
asked Larry to attend a Christian
Philosophy Conference at Cascade
College. Larry said it changed his
life and he would never be the same
again. Dad was on the Board of
Portland Christian Schools at that
time and Larry was given a position
teaching at the high school. Larry
remained at PCH for some 47 years
until he retired two years ago. (Both
David and Larry Zimmerman came
to saving faith under the ministry of
Daniel and Mildred Hager.)
My parents were totally focused
on the Lord and loved Him with all
their hearts. They never cared about
material possessions, never wavered
in their faith and lived to glorify
Him. They prayed about everything
and trusted God to always supply
their needs. We had no material
wealth, never missed a meal, never
went into debt, and always had sufficient clothing; all by God’s grace.
In my more “mature” years, I am
constantly amazed at their faithfulness and boldness, never hesitating
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for a moment to share the Lord with
everyone they met. My mom delighted in God’s creation and continually pointed out to us the beauty
of God’s handiwork. She taught
us to read phonetically by reading
scripture. Mom was strict, a tough
disciplinarian, perhaps too tough
at times, but we always understood
she and dad sought the will of God
in all they did and you can never
find fault with that.
Mom loved her Lord, she loved
Dad, she loved her children and she
loved Portland Christian. She demonstrated great selflessness in serving the needs of her family at great
sacrifice to herself. Mom wasn’t the
prettiest or most fashionable woman
around, but she was a true picture
of a Proverbs 31 woman.

Les Busby

Many, many
comments
were sent to
the editor
and to the
family of
Les upon
hearing of
his death.
A feature
story on the
life of Les
Busby can be found on page 22 of
this issue of the REALS. The following are representative of those
received:
-A great man and a terrible loss to
the school
-The strong arms of Jesus will carry
the family
-Les will be so missed in Pendleton
-The Alumni Board has lost one of its
most faithful members. Les kept us
“in check” and kept our memories
clear, especially when it came to
historical facts
-The single most faithful family man
I’ve ever known
-Faithful, faithful, faithful, that’s the
man Les was. He was always faithful to PCS even when he disagreed
strongly with certain aspects of the
school or school policy. He stood
firmly by the mission of Portland
Christian Schools and believed that
parents were required to raise their
children in the admonition of the

Lord.
-He was always so funny
-Friendly and caring, that’s what Les
demonstrated to me
-The comfort for all of us is that Les
and Nancy are together with the Lord
-He lived his faith and you always
knew where he stood on issues-I
can’t wait to get to heaven and hear
Les’s strong voice singing praises to
the Lord. What a day of rejoicing that
will be.

Jeff Weber

Jeff, a
former bus
driver and
part time
custodian
at Portland
Christian
Schools,
died on
January 19,
2009 following a long

bout with cancer.
Students and faculty alike will
remember Jeff’s days in the 1980’s
at PCS, driving the school-owned
buses to away games, ski trips and
retreats. Jeff loved the school and
took joy in working with staff and
students. Although Jeff spent many
hours cleaning the cafeteria and
sweeping halls, his main love was
driving students to and from school
activities.
Jeff’s services were held January 23rd at Village Baptist Church
in Beaverton where he worshipped
with members of his family.

Tim Rogers, Class of
1965

On October 8,
2008, following a long and
courageous
battle with
cancer, Tim
passed away
in his home
surrounded
by his beloved
family. (His
sister, Grace reported on the Roger’s
family in the Fall edition of the REALS.)

Tim’s daughter, Carmel, writes
that his passing was all too quickly
but we are all at peace knowing he
has been released from his suffering
and is in the presence of his Lord.
For 36 years he was married to his
wife, Candy. Tim had three children
and four grandchildren. Tim lived
in Lynwood, WA at the time of his
death.
Coming to Portland Christian
after attending Prairie High in
Canada his freshman and sophomore years, Tim
finished his junior
and senior years
at PCH. During
his two years at
Portland Christian, Tim sang
baritone in Bob
Barber’s concert
choir.

Gretta Swindell Clay,
class of 1991

On November 13,
2008, while
vacationing
in Mexico,
Gretta died
in a tragic
fall at a
resort where
her family
was staying. While
Gretta, the
oldest of the Swindell siblings, did
not graduate from PCH, she did attend for several years. Her brother
Asa graduated in 1992, her sister
Sarah in 1993 and her sister Anna
graduated in 1996.
Gretta was well known for her
love of life and her dear family.
Many friends and family members
described Gretta as a breath of
fresh air and always spoke a word of
encouragement. With Gretta, no one
was a stranger. Anyone walking in
her door immediately became part
of her extended family. Her home
was always open and a place where
people could relax and have fun.
Gretta leaves her husband, Kevin
and two young daughters. Zoie and
Sydney.

Talassa Rose Huss,
class of 1973

Talassa
went to be
with her
Lord on
November
22, 2008
after a long
and difficult, sixyear battle
with cancer.
Talassa left
Portland Christian before her senior
year and immediately joined the US
Army and was stationed at Ft. McClellan, AL
Following her time in the army,
Talassa settled in Florida where over
the years she developed her own
landscaping and jewelry businesses
in her hometown of Fort Lauderdale.
A talented and creative artist, Talassa not only
made beautiful
jewelry but her
embroidery creations were exquisite as well.
Included with
this article are
pictures sent to
us by her sister,
Sandra Huss
Hager (62).

To All Who
Gave Thank You
so Very Much!
Because of the generous gifts of the
following Alumni and Friends, the
publication expenses for the REALS
Magazine will be met for this fiscal
year. We praise the Lord for His continuing provision for this work.

• Dan and Jan Beaumont (71)
• James and Becky Bunting
• Ruth Reynolds Mick (61)
• Becky Scruggs (77)
• Mike and Karon Stoller (57) Trommlitz
• John VanLierop (65)
• James and Bonnie dick (59) Boatman
• Daniel (99) and Emily Burnett
• Brad (81) and Wendy Hamsik (80)
Fenison
• Joanne Bas (71) Gibbens
• Bethel Hager (58)
• Bruce Hutchinson (01)
• Russ Jordan
• Judith Mcclain (57) Lageschulte
• Jeanne Lampi
• Dr. Kirsten Lampi (80)
• David and Donna Madore
• Merrit and Anna Hall (87) Quarum
• Rhoda Hager (60) Reid
• Evogene Atkinson (54) Stephens
• Art and Carol Waldal
• Michelle (78) Watson
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LES BUSBY, HOME with the LORD

n Thursday, January 8, 2009,
Portland Christian lost a great
man of faith
and a great
man, faithful to
Portland Christian Schools.
On that day Les joined his daughter
Laurie, class of 1974 who was killed
in a vehicle accident in 1996, and
his beloved wife of 51 years, Nancy
Ann who went to be with her Lord
on March 1, 2003.
Les Busby’s family has a long
history with Portland Christian
Schools. In the early 1950’s, his
brother Claude attended PCH for a
time; but family finances did not allow him to continue nor Les to ever
start as a student.
In 1957, however, Les and Nancy
Ann Busby took a giant leap of faith
and enrolled their oldest child, Jeff
in kindergarten. Les once said, “We
decided early on we could not let the
lack of finances stand in the way of
doing what we knew the Lord was
calling us to do. Christian education was never an option for our
family.” Thus began Les and Nancy
Ann’s legacy at Portland Christian
Schools. All five of their children
are PCH Alumni: Jeff class of 1970,
Gregg class of 1971, Wendy class
of 1973, Laurie class of 1974, and
Peter class of 1981. Many of Les and
Nancy Ann’s grandchildren also attended the school.
Les and Nancy Ann were inseparable. This couple was involved
together down through the years at
many, many school-related events.
They either attended, or planned
and worked at many functions both
at the grade school and the high
school. Spa-get-togethers, hamburger days, choir concerts, school plays,
society meetings, parent fellowships,
rummage sales, fundraisers, and
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sporting events - Les and Nancy
Ann were there. One day a group
of ladies was considering holding a
PCH Mother’s Fellowship planning
retreat. Nancy exclaimed emphatically to all, “I could never be away
from my Les over night.” This ended
the discussion, and the ladies did
all their planning during the day
from that point on.
From their first day on the
elementary campus, Les and Nancy Ann made Portland Christian
Schools a top priority in their life.
The school became their family ministry, and Les took the Word of God
seriously. He firmly believed that
when Scripture taught a man was
to love his wife and children and to
train his little ones in the “fear and
admonition of the Lord,” this meant
that what was taught in the home,
the school’ and the church had to
agree. He and Nancy Ann loved
Portland Christian dearly, and they
never lost faith in the mission and
purpose of the school.
Through the years Les and
Nancy Ann missed few home basketball games. (While they loved all
the athletic events, basketball was
particularly near to their hearts.)
For years Les was the voice of Portland Christian basketball. He knew
the players by name, not only on the
home team, but he could also give
you the names and current stats
of the players on other teams in
the league as well. No one will ever
forget Les’s beautiful tenor voice as
he sang The Star Spangled Banner
to start home games. In February of
2005, Les had the special honor of
opening the state basketball games
in Pendleton. It must be noted that
Nancy Ann and Les never missed
a Pendleton game. Every year they
stayed at the same little motel in
Pendleton and could be seen several
times a day strolling down the street
to the Convention Center several
blocks away. In 2003, just a few

days after Nancy Ann’s death, Les
attended the girl’s games in Pendleton. When asked how he could
be there, he said, “For the sake of
Nancy Ann and our girls, I had to
go. Besides, I knew, even though she
was in Heaven, Nancy Ann wanted
me there.” On a side note, when PC
started girls’ basketball, Les and
Nancy Ann decided they had to attend all the games. As Les said, “For
several years, beside their parents,
we were their only spectators. We
were needed and I think they appreciated us.”
Les’s contribution to the leadership of this school must be noted
here. Serving on the Board in the
early sixties, he was instrumental
in many of the decisions that govern
our school today. When the Portland
Christian Alumni Association began
in the fall of 2003, Les, Peter, and
Wendy (PCS was always a family
affair) were among the first to step
up and serve on the Alumni Board.
Wendy was the first secretary of
the Board and Les served as the
first VP. Until his death Les was the
Board’s able historian, making certain that facts about the history of
the school were not lost. Just a week
or two before Christmas, he let the
Board know he was planning to be
at the January meeting. Sadly, Les’s
last meeting with the Alumni Association was on November 2, 2008.
This school owes much to the
Busby family. Les and Nancy Ann’s
faithful commitment of time, talent, leadership and daily prayer
for the teachers and staff are what
has helped make this school strong
down through the years.

F

rom Portland Christian Schools,
“Thank you, Les and Nancy
Ann and the all the Busby family.”
“Thank you Lord for these your precious servants who have been such
faithful stewards of Portland Christian Schools.”

for
Graduates of Portland Christian are
serving in many areas of the world.
Please send names to PCHS for
inclusion in the next REALS edition.
❤ The Russ Lambert (54) family
OCI, Colorado Springs, CO
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison (54) SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers (54) Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith (58)
Sweeney, Directors, Jesus Film
Project, NW
❤ Jaunita Phillips (59) Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Gene and Sheryl Shields (59)
Good, SOWERS Ministry
❤ Chuck (61) and Sally Keller, Ban
Lung, Cambodia
❤ Virginia Bradley (61) Cameroon,
Africa
❤ Jake and Marie Birch (65)
Penner, Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander (66) Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass (67) Uruguay, Biblical Ministries Worldwide
❤ Mike Rice (69) Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Don and Gretchen Barter (70)
Cheney, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Dr. Carl (71) and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt (76) and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky (77), Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel (78) Salierno,
Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason (78) and
family, Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner (78), Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Dan Brose (79) and family,
humanitarian aid from USA to
Burundi, Africa
❤ Pastor Brent Ralston and family,
Phillipines

❤ Kari Keiser (80) Carrico and
family, Japan
❤ Mike Patrick (80) Stillwater
Stables Ministry, Ohio
❤ Kevin Brad`ley (81) Portland
Rescue Mission
Ron Lockwood (82) Wycliffe, Germany
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick (91) Noll
and family, Campus Crusade for
Christ, Global Aid Network
❤ Peter and Christina Walsh (91)
Firezar, ministering from USA to
Oradea, Romania
❤ Karen Brewster (92) Fangrad
and family, Creation Ministries,
Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet (92), RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan (94) and Daryl Payne (96)
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Rich and Monica Blackwell (93)
Brubaker, Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, OSU
❤ Duan Walker (95), Director of
Mid-Valley Fellowship
❤ Micah and Amy Stellar Tuttle
(95), Peru
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Shirley Wells, Israel
❤ Dr. John Schneider, Nursing
Home Ministries
❤ Trina Newcomb Chase, Burundi,
Africa
❤ Judy and Doug TenKley Marriage Team Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel, former PCH
teacher, Director of Camp Hammer
Christian Ministries in California.
Thank you for keeping us updated
on the status of our men and women
in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will remain on this
prayer list. Thank you for praying.
❤ Adam Ayriss, Marines (husband
of Urlene Dick (89))
❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard,
(husband of Liz Phares (94))
❤ AJ Alovera (96), Marines
❤ Ensign Michelle Waldal (98) Navy
❤ Matt Strange (99), Naval Marine
Corpsman

❤ Brian Poling (01), Navy
❤ 1st LT. Alex Esson (02), Air Force
❤ Luke Koetje, husband of Shelley
Wright (02), Afganistan
❤ Jonathan Chambers (03), Marines
❤ Travis Hewitt (03), Marines
❤ Jonathan Rowlett (03), Navy
❤ Robbie Brandon (03), Marines
❤ Jon Lackey (03) Navy
❤ Ryan Dewey (03) Air Force
❤ Aaron Wolf (04) Navy
❤ Matt McBride (04), Navy
❤ Mike Manus (05), Navy Reserve
❤ Kyle Durant (05) Marines
❤ John Rogers (05) Navy
❤ Michael Garrison (06) Air Force
❤ Peter Khallaf Army
❤ Spc. Richard Kelly Army, Iraq
❤ Sgt Christina Clark, Army MP’s
in Iraq
General Requests for Prayer.
❤ Bill Buck, PCS principal, has
been diagnosed with an irreversible condition known as Non-Arteric
Ischemic Retinopathy. He has lost
about 80% of his vision.
❤ Deanna Hunter (97) Alovera as
she battles with liver cancer. (Husband, AJ, graduated ‘96)
❤ Becky Coulson, junior high and
International Student Counselor,
that her cancer would remain in
submission.
❤ Ruth Gleason, mother of Debbie (76), Jon (78), David (80) and
Karen (81) who has been ill.
❤ The family of Les Busby
❤ The family of Jeff Weber
❤ The family of Gretta Swindell Clay
❤ The family of Mildred Hager
❤ The family of Tim Rogers.
❤ The family of Talassa Huss

PRAY for the
MOSES PLAN
which will be
revealed May 5th
2009
❤
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News From Our

Missionaries
In each issue of the REALS, our
readers will be kept up to date with
current news sent to us from those
serving in mission’s work at home
and abroad. Articles from our missionaries will be printed as feature
articles in this section.

GRETCHEN BARTER
1970
Wycliffe Missionary.

W

hen I
was a
freshman,
Larry Zimmerman recognized that
I was sliding through
the cracks in Algebra I. He quietly
moved me from my alphabetical seat
assignment and placed me behind
another student. He always asked
that student an oral question before
we started our lesson; and since
I sat directly behind him, I got a
question too. Now, years later, as I
work one-on-one with younger students who are struggling with reading, I understand what a precious
gift he gave to me.
I took four years of math from
Mr. Zimmerman because he never
let me get lost my freshman year.
I’ll never be a math whiz-even now
I usually get about 80% correct on
my own, balancing my check book,
helping my kids with math, etc. My
senior year I messed up a math test.
Mr. Zimmerman took the time to
figure out what happened and wrote
on my paper, “You seem to understand the algebra. You’re a little
weak on math facts”. I’d used my
own answer to 7 x 8 on the entire
test. AND he didn’t flunk me! (By
the way, if you ever need to know, 7
x 8 = 56.)
Thank you, Mr. Zimmerman for
being a master teacher.
(Ed note: The Lord has called Gretchen into His service as a missionary
with Wycliffe, as well as calling
her to work with children who have
learning difficulties.)
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JERRY GLASS 1967

Serving in Uruguay with Biblical
Ministries Worldwide

J

erry and
Linda
Glass have
spent the
past thirtytwo years in
the country
of Uruguay,
South America, with Biblical Ministries
Worldwide, an organization that
works with national believers to
plant churches in their own countries. The Lord blessed the Glasses
with six wonderful children, who
were all raised in Uruguay and are
now serving the Lord back in the
USA. As of August, Jerry and Linda
are the proud grandparents of five
little ones. They are particularly
excited that their daughter Tania
and her husband have been called
to return to Uruguay with BMW to
minister with local pastors reaching
out into the agricultural countryside
with the gospel of Christ.
In November, Jerry and Linda
visited Portland Christian High
School and met with Superintendent
Bill Gibbons and other administrators. All agreed that Portland Christian Schools are blessed to be able
to have a small part in preparing
missionaries to go out into the world
with the gospel of Christ.
Jerry and Linda live in Montevideo, the capital of this South American country located on the Atlantic
Ocean between Argentina and Brazil. Uruguay has a landmass about
the size of Washington State with
3.3 million people in the country. Of
this number, nearly half live in the
capital city. Jerry and Linda live six
blocks from a 65,000-seat soccer
stadium, which is generally full to
overflowing when major matches are
held in the city. As with many countries, soccer is the number one sport
among the population.
In 1994, the Glasses started a
church in the city and in 2006 were
able to purchase and remodel a vacant Roman Catholic Church. Jerry
also is on the board of a women’s

care center, similar to a Pregnancy
Care Center in the USA. Although
abortion is still illegal in the country, there is a strong move underway
to remove the ban. Jerry is working
diligently to keep this ban in place
or at least have a strong Christian
base to educate young women.
In addition to his work in the
church, Jerry is involved with citywide youth rallies and several years
ago started a three-year Institute
of Biblical Studies with the goal of
reaching and teaching young people
to prepare for Christian ministry. As
Jerry said, “The years have gone by
so quickly, and there is yet so much
to be done. But we are so grateful
the Lord is still using us to evangelize and to prepare and equip the
saints for His work.”

Ken Newcomb, former
PCH teacher writes...
“It was interesting to read the article
about Dan Brose (79) in the Fall
2008 edition of the REALS and to
note the comment about Dan and
“Princess Tambry” Brose. Those
comments were made by our daughter, Trina Newcomb Chase who now
serves as Communications Director
in the World Relief Office in Bujumbura, Burundi.
Trina and husband, Seth, moved
to Africa in March of 2008, and
continue to work there - Trina with
world relief and Seth as a videographer, documenting the work done
by various relief organizations in
east Africa. Trina attended Portland
Christian Grade School through
her primary years; her mother,
Sue Newcomb, taught at the grade
school for seventeen years; and I
taught biological sciences at the
high school for seven years.

Portland Christian Alumni
continue to have an impact on Burundi and other pasts of east Africa
through the work of Trina and
Seth.” Check out their blog at www.
inthebuj.blogspot.com.
–Ken and Sue Newcomb
sknewc@yahoo.com

CAMILLE JAMISON MD
1954
SIM USA writes…

After retiring in Sebring, FL two
years ago, I realized that people
here know very little about what
has taken place in South Africa. A
few people know about missionaries supported by their churches but
very little about their work. Camille
also writes that she is busy taking
residents of the retirement village
to doctor appointments as well as
meeting other transportation needs.
She goes on to write that almost a
year ago she had a hip replacement.
“What a relief to be free of the pain.”
She now walks a mile every morning and does group exercises in the
swimming pool. “I don’t even need
my disabled sticker any longer.”

MIKE 1980 & CONNIE
PATRICK
Stillwater Stables

C

aptain
Mike
Patrick has
now taken
on a new
full time
role, that of
working with
horses and
children. Mike writes, “Most of you
have heard about the DHL decision to pull out of Wilmington, OH.
Many have asked how we will be
affected and what our future looks
like. Personally it will mean trusting in God even more, especially
that He will direct me to a new job.
We believe God has brought us to
this place for a purpose and have
already seen Him affect many lives
and open up many doors, not only
for us to be here but to remain here.
In the past, Connie and I have been
used to relying on my job to provide
money for our ministry. Now God
has placed us in a position where we
have to rely on Him. These are dif-

ficult times. It’s so easy to sit back
and listen to others give their testimony about how God is taking them
through difficult times, it’s quite
another thing to be there ones self.
We believe that God is now writing
His story into the history of Stillwater Stables and some day we’ll look
back and point to God as the One
who did it all.”
Mike writes that the mission
and purpose of Stillwater Stables
is to give every child the chance
to experience the magic of working with horses. Learning skills
in horsemanship and riding, all
children and teens will be given the
opportunity to build relationships,
gain confidence and experience
healing. Stillwater Stables is team
oriented where safety and fun are
high priorities, allowing children
and teens a chance to grow physically, mentally and emotionally. Our
goal is to develop into every child a
good foundation not only in riding
but in character that will carry over
into everyday life as a child and
into adulthood. Character qualities include leadership, team player,
respect for self and others, development of concentration, focus and
problem solving. Our atmosphere is
positive and a place where kids can
take ownership and call their own.
Mike and Connie’s e-address is:
stillwater_stables@yahoo.com and
their web address is: www.stillwaterstables.org.

Rachel Madore 2005

T

his
spring
I will be
concluding my
four years
at George
Fox University,
and on May 9th I will be heading to South Africa with Monte
Christo Ministries. This trip could
be a turning point in my life as I
trust the Lord in leading me to this
continent. I will be going with an
open and moldable heart knowing
that this post-graduation period will
be an impressionable time for me
because it will be a crucial decisionmaking time for making choices
that will affect the rest of my life.
In Africa, we will be partner-

ing with missionaries on the field
along with South Africans through
various work projects. Our main
focus will be meeting people’s needs:
physically, socially and spiritually.
We will be involved in camping and
sports-related ministries as well as
working in with families infected
with the HIV virus. The majority
of our time will be in the village of
Paarl near Cape Town.
Thank you for remembering me
in prayer. I want this time to be all
for the glory of God and to advance
His kingdom. Please go on the web
site to see the work of Monte Christi
Ministries. www.montechristoministries.com.

DAN & MARTA LEWIS

G

Missionaries to Hungary

etting settled in our Minnesota
home, preparing for our return trip to Hungary and Romania
and the frustration of dealing with
problems getting our old software
to work on a new computer operating system has made our newsletter
late. After 11 years with Light to the
Nations Ministry headquartered in
Budapest, we have relocated our
headquarters in the United States.
(Dan and Marta will, however, travel
back and forth between the US,
overseeing the work in Hungary and
Romania on a regular basis.) They
can be reached at: lttn@coomcast.net.

RON LOCKWOOD 1982
Wycliffe Bible Translators

R

on
and
wife,
Michelle,
attended
Alumni
Appreciation Week
in January this year. We are pleased
to announce that Ron and brother
Bob both showed up to play in the
Alumni Basketball Tournament
and both proved to be in fine shape,
hustling up and down the court as if
they were seventeen year olds.
During the 2008-2009 school
year, Ron and his family are living
in Portland while on furlough. The
Lockwood children, Christopher-15,
Cameron-13 and Andrea –11 are
taking a break from their schooling
at Black Forest Academy in Germany
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and getting a taste of academic life
here in the United States.
The Lockwood family lives in
southern Germany, their home base
of operation for their translation
work. One might ask ‘Why Germany? This is not an underdeveloped
country or one in which there is no
translation of the Bible available.”
Although based in Germany, their
ministry is not directed toward
Germans. Currently they are working on a limited-access project with
people from a west Asian country
that is essentially closed to the
work of Bible translation. There are
numerous refugees from this country in Europe and Ron and Michelle
found speakers of this focus language in Germany. They were also
able to find Christians from this
Asian country who offered to help
with the translation project. While
this work is in a relatively early
stage, the book of John is ready to
print and other scripture passages
have already been translated. Using
the tools and linguistic programs
developed by Wycliffe, Ron is also
involved in other translation projects.
In 1982, Ron graduated from
Portland Christian with strengths
in math and computers. Graduating from Westmont College with a
degree in mathematics, Ron planned
to make his career in the rapidly
emerging computer industry. God
had other plans.
The summer after graduating
from college, Ron went on a shortterm missions trip to Papua New
Guinea. On this trip he knew the
Lord was calling him to full-time
missions. He saw village churches
without Bibles and saw the critical need of getting the gospel into
the native language of the village
peoples. Following his trip to Papua
New Guinea and to fulfill his ROTC
requirements, Ron spent four years
in the military, primarily in Germany. Toward the end of his time in the
service, Ron married Michelle, also
a Westmont grad who was on the
same mission trip four years earlier.
For six years, they lived in Denver, Colorado, where Ron worked as
a software engineer preparing for
mission work. In 1996, the couple
was accepted with Wycliffe. For the
next three years they were immersed in linguistics training before
heading overseas in 1999. Realizing
that his skills were both in language
and computers, he was assigned to
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work in Wycliffe’s Computational
Linguistics program. Currently,
Ron serves as the computer expert
among his colleagues working in
the language of the Asian focus
country. Ron also trains nationals
in the computer tools used in Bible
translation and is actively involved
in testing Wycliffe’s new linguistics software. On the cutting edge
of Bible translation, sophisticated
software is being developed to do
automated translation between two
different languages.
Listening to Ron’s testimony, it
is amazing to see how God prepared
him for this role with Wycliffe. With
a strong Christian background,
which included his training at
Portland Christian High School,
Ron was prepared, motivated and
ready to serve the Lord as a fulltime missionary. Anyone wishing to
contact the Lockwood’s or receive
their newsletter, may send an email
to ronl@wbt.org.

Micah & Amy Stellar
Tuttle
Missionaries to Peru..

W

hile
you
are ‘enjoying’ winter
in Oregon,
we are
thoroughly
enjoying
the longawaited,
much
longed for heat of the summer.
We are right in the middle of all
the fun. January was spent getting
ready for and teaching in Capacitacion Biblica here in Trujillo. Micah
taught Samuel I and II over a twoweek period. Since then he’s been
finishing up preparations on his
other two classes.
February 1st was the official
start of the Institute AND the Capacitacion in the jungle, both going
on simultaneously. Micah will be
teaching Apologetics at IBEM and
then will travel by bus to the jungle
to teach a condensed 1&2 Samuel
and Nehemiah classes. Micah is also
coordinator of evangelistic events,
work projects and involving students
in a variety of different ministries.
We are still praying and dreaming of the jungle, please keep pray-

ing for us. As we get closer, we are
looking at the possibility of spending several months there this year.
Our goal is to spy it out, give a boost
to believers there in Tarapoto, do
at least one river trip to visit the
churches between Yuri and Tarapoto and to capture a better idea of
what ministry possibilities could be
developed in the future. Please pray
specifically in this regard if this is
the next step in our grand adventure. Pray that the Lord would put
everything into place, financially,
practically, etc.

VIRGINIA BRADLEY
1961
Missionary to Cameroon

I

am
serving
with Wycliffe Bible
Translators and
work
in the
country of
Cameroon in Central Africa. I have
been doing translation work overseas for forty-one years and intend
to continue until my health fails
or the Lord calls me home in some
other way. It’s been a good life for
me here, full of meaningful service
to the Lord; and I wouldn’t want to
live anywhere else.
I live in a fairly large town that
is a regional center for the English
speaking area of Cameroon, (the
majority of people speak French)
and have access to the internet
regularly here. (Virginia indicated
she was heading out to a Baptist
Seminary for five weeks to teach a
translation course. She often travels
outside her immediate area of service
in Cameroon.)
Thank you for the information on how I can find the Portland
Christian Alumni magazine on
line. It is good to be in touch again.
Recently eight of my classmates had
lunch and sent me a picture. It was
good to see them. I’ll try to write
up something about my work here
and send it to you along with some
pictures. (Ed. note: Ginny sent some
pictures and we will anticipate an
article for the Spring REALS.)
For those who might wish to contact
her, Ginny’s e-address is: ginny_
bradley@sil.org.

W

WHEN YOU LET LOVE IN

hen you are young you dream
about how you want your life
to look like when you get older. For
most, things never turn out as we
thought. For me, my biggest dream
and desire of my heart was to be
married and have as many children
as the Lord provided. I knew I never
wanted to go to college or have a
career. I just wanted to be a wife
and mom. David and I got married
pretty young and decided to wait
a while before starting our family.
When we knew it was time nothing
was happening. Month after month,
my heart was broken; it seemed we
would never be able to conceive.

It was true. Immediately we started
meeting regularly with her and
discovered that her thoughts and
desires for her unborn child were
so in line with what we wanted for
our children. Three months later on
August 3, 2007, our Adelina Joy was

As the months and years went by
and I became very angry which
alternated with being very sad. I let
my feelings consume me instead of
turning everything over to the Lord
and allowing Him to have control in
my life and allowing Him to love me
in those places where there was so
much pain. After four years I had
learned a lot about myself. I saw
some ugly things inside me and
finally dealt with them.
We were ready to see a fertility doctor. The answer was that we were
both infertile. That left us with the
only option we could see, that of
in vitro fertilization. We decided to
take this route and began to plan
for it. Meanwhile a girl whom I knew
in grade school contacted me. We
started talking back and forth for a
while so she knew David and I really
wanted children but I was unable
to become pregnant. Finally she got
up the courage to tell me she was
expecting a child and was wondering if we wanted to adopt her baby.
I began to cry. This was too good to
be true.

My love for
our children
has penetrated so deeply
into my heart
that it has
healed those
hidden places
I can’t even
describe in
words. I am
so grateful for the journey the Lord
has placed me upon, and I believe
that if I hadn’t traveled this road,
I would not appreciate the girls as
much as I do today. The Lord knows
what we need, when we need it, and
how to prepare us for the gifts He
wants to bestow upon us. Our little
girls came to us in His timing and
not ours. This makes it all so personal and so much sweeter.
– By Tracy Ann Lowe Mason,
Class of 1995

born. It was the most amazing day
of my entire life as I watched Adelina come into the world and take her
first breath. Our families all met
and prayed together. It truly was a
Holy Spirit experience, an experience you can never fully describe.
In October of
2007, I did get
pregnant. On
June 25, 2008 our
Lilly Anne was
born, a healthy
and happy little
girl. The Lord had
blessed us with
two miracles.
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1958 CLASS REUNION
we all took turns talking about the
many paths our lives have takeneducation, jobs, church, children,
grandchildren and travel. Some are
still working and volunteering in a
variety of places.

O

n Saturday, September 27 from
5-11 pm, the class of 1958 met
at the Saylor’s Old Country Kitchen
to reminisce and get caught up from
the past fifty years. This event was
spearheaded, arranged and promoted by Carol Thompson Gilbert
(Bill). The private dining room was
festive with balloons and flowers in
PCH colors. During and after dinner

Those in attendance were: Marshall
Benson, (Christine), Verlaine Wens
Cutsforth (Lynn), Bethel Hager,
Philip Hostetler (Jessie), Lee McClain (Jerilyn), Harold Miller (Judy),
Sharon Mason Morris (Linus), Angelyn Brown Ray , Gordon Reimer,
Judy Corkum Richens (Darwin),
Lanita Smith Sweeney (Jim), and
Jerry Wade.
We were saddened by the fact that
so many of our friends had preceded

us in death. Remembrances were
made of those who have passed
away: Betty Jo Bauer, Daniel Guild,
Ken Hayes, Vern Hoffman, Elvin
Rhoads, and Joy Varney.
At one point in the evening, the
class of 1968, who also were meeting at the restaurant, joined us
briefly for a rousing rendition of the
School Song: Hail Christian High.
Everyone had a great time. After
dinner, we shared our life stories,
each one different, but each of us
able to praise the Lord for His goodness and mercy to us. And of course
many were the comments about how
quickly the last 50 years had gone
by and how young we all looked!

1968 CLASS REUNION

T

he class of 1968 gathered for
their 40th Reunion on September 27, 2008 at the Old Country
Kitchen. Since the class of 1958
had reserved the banquet room
before us, and on the same night,
we reserved a table for our group in
one of the quieter, rear rooms of the
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restaurant. Thanks to Donna Root
and Donna Bowling, the table was
beautifully decorated with purple
and gold treasures. The ladies had
also decorated a corner table with
gold balloons and miscellaneous
memorabilia from our years at PCH.
Dave Delzer traveled the farthest, all
the way from Kona to join us for our
40th Reunion. During the evening,
we crashed” the 1958 Reunion and
joined them in singing the School
Song,
“Hail to Our Christ the King”.
Following our time at the Old
Country Kitchen, we adjourned to
a nearby, all-night restaurant and
continued visiting into the wee

hours of the morning. While the
group was small in numbers, we
made up for it in spirit as we shared
story after story about our lives
now and our experiences then. We
all agreed that the education we
received from dedicated faculty and
staff at Portland Christian High was
a foundational part of our lives.

J

elegy For the class of 1958

oy! Little sweet beauty queen Joy
With all your little sisters Joy grown tall and graceful Shall we mourn your loss, Your life?
Your death? Or shall we
mourn our own abysmal
failure to hold you, to keep
your heart beating along
with ours? Or shall we mourn
God’s omnipotence that overshadows
Our own impotence - or
Since indifference is ‘not an
option’ Shall we praise it?

What happens when a king commences? Have you become your own
version of Hancock?
Where do you wield your scepter now?

D

aniel, sweet, sweet Daniel,
Generous you were, but, to
a fault? Did you love yourself?
Yourself, as you loved others?
Was it something I said, I did?
Something I didn’t do, didn’t say?
From the skies, now, do you sponsor underprivileged kids’ growth
into the Lord’s wisdom? It would be
just like you. And do you have a camera there - immortalizing moments as
you did here - or capturing eternity?

A

nd Vern! You were our King!
We were your subjects - were we
not? Where have you taken all your
mystery? What kingdom lured you
by its excellence? What could have
surpassed our humble obeisance in
your eyes? Were we too few? Were we
too humble? Was it something we did,
something we said?
Something we didn’t do, didn’t say?

E

lvin. Oh, Elvin Rhoads, you were
quiet too,
Aspiring, reaching, wanting, trying.
You’ve been gone so long now. Shall I
tell you about cell phones?
Politics of the day? 9-11?
Would you even want to
know? Or do you?
What’s it like up there? How
do you communicate now?
To what do you aspire these
days? Do you remember what
days are, as you used to know
them? And was that you I saw
last night? Or the shooting
star it seemed to be?

K

B

etty Jo - little Betty Jo - big tall
Betty Jo Flavia said: A small body often harbors a great soul. That describes you,
Betty Jo, without a doubt. But now
that you’ve shed it, that small body,
What would we meet if we met you?
Quiet dignity, no doubt - you’ve not
lost that - In God’s presence, how has
it blossomed? I’d like to know what
quiet dignity - Not somber, but with a
twinkle and a subtle smile - looks like
Walking down a golden street I’d like to meet you there - catch up.

en. Kenny Hayes. Big
Kenn.
Last I knew you were a military
police boy in Panama.
I can’t believe you’re gone now.
Was it something I did, something I said?mSomething I
didn’t do, didn’t say?
I suppose they need security in
Heaven. After all, the streets there
are made of gold, but with no wars,
there’d be no military service.
A traffic cop? Private guard for a
pearly gated community?
God’s bodyguard? Well, sooner or later
we’ll all reunite there
And maybe you can show us the
throne, the twelve-jeweled foundations, and the Book of Life.
–by Angelyn Ray - 2008
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1983 CLASS REUNION

T

hanks to the hard work and organizational skills of Pam Dirks
Halvorson, the class gathered at the
McMennamins Kennedy School in
Portland on September 20, 2008.
The event was attended by about
25 guests, including spouses, and
the star of the evening, little Miss
Princess Threet daughter of Steve
and Joann. The evening was casual,
and everyone simply enjoyed visiting in the relaxed atmosphere. Our
thanks go to Pam for putting this all
together for us. Now, who will step
up for the 30th??

Class of 1961 Ladies Hold Reunion Luncheons

L

adies in the class of 1961 have
started meeting for luncheon
gatherings in Woodburn which is a
midway point for those in the valley.
Here are two photos taken in August
and October.
Gloria Ochsner Price, Class of 1961
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UPCOMING CLASS OF 1984 REUNION
25 Years, July 25th, 2009

L

ong overdue is the gathering of
this fantastic graduating class
of 1984 from Portland Christian
HS. The last official gather happened 15 years ago for the 10 year
reunion. Now we are excited to announce we will gather once again
for a time of fellowship, fun and
remembering, on July 25th, 2009.
The beginning stages of planning this event has already triggered a myriad of stories which
make us laugh and look forward to
seeing everyone. Our paths have
taken us in many different directions, however we have two things
in common which will never leave
us, our Savior Jesus Christ and we
are the graduating class of 1984.
Thus far we know that some
families will be traveling 3000+
miles to attend this event, and it
will be fun to count how many different states people come from...
So reserve the date and make your
plans to attend our Class Reunion.
The one-day event will be a full
day of family activities and later in

the evening couples, spending time
together in fellowship. The plan is
that we will have a Family BBQ
starting around 11 am and ending around 3pm. Included in the
festivities will be games for kids
and families to participate in. Then
after a three-hour break of getting
the kids situated with parents/
family/friends/or a babysitter, we
plan to have a 6:30pm dinner for
the Alumni and their spouse/or
guest.
This event would never be the
same without you, so please plan
on attending. If you have questions
or would like to help, please contact Kim Butler (Morgan) or Cliff
Samodurov. Please confirm your
attendance with us.
–Kim Butler: kbutler13@yahoo.com
or 503-522-6422.
–Cliff Samodurov: Cliff@IBSoltuionOnline.com or 703-881-1628
Sincerely,

Kim and Cliff

FORMER CHAIR of the BOARD,
DOUG TENKLEY Trains Marriage Coaches

N

ever before in our nation has
marriage and family been so
heavily under attack. With the
divorce rate in the Christian community at an all time high, (the
same as that of the non- Christian
community), there has never been
a greater need for Christian marriage coaching. Doug TenKley, a
former member of the Board of
Portland Christian and chair for
many years, has been called to
join the MarriageTeam Ministry,
an organization that trains couples
to be marriage coaches and then
to provide this critically needed
service to the community.
MarriageTeam promotes couple
teamwork to resolve the issues that
face them and then “learn plays”
that work to create a winning marriage. “We are all born onto a team
(our family of origin) and learn a
set of rules. When we come into
the marriage relationship, we’re on
a ‘new’ team and the rules change.
The problem is we haven’t looked
at the new rulebook and playing
by the “old” rules no longer works

effectively.”
Coaches help create common
plays that work for them. Couples
work through a series of team
building exercises and then apply
them to their specific circumstances to get the results they want.
Working with churches, MarriageTeam equips couples in these
churches to reach out into the
community and offer a valuable
service that can help save marriages and families in these difficult
times in which we live.
Former PCS Board member,
Bob Haskins and his wife, Jean,
(parents of 6 PCH Alumni), participated recently in the coach training and commented, “These two
training weekends were, with the
exception of our honeymoon, the
best two weekends of our 40 year
marriage.”
To learn more about this program or to participate in it, the
ministry can be checked out on
line at www.marriageteam.org. The
Executive Director, Alan Ray can
be reached at 360-450-6042.

UPCOMING
REUNIONS
Class of 1959 50-years Reunion
will be held on September 17, 2009.
Details to be announced.
Class of 1961 Ladies Reunion.
Contact Gloria Ochsner Price at
Bgcatz@aol.com.
Class of 1962 Annual Reunion
July 25 at the home of Bill and Marie Trout in Sherwood. watrout1@
hotmail.com.
Class of 1969 40-year Reunion.
Several inquiries have been made
about holding a PCHS 40 year reunion. Karen O’Gieblyn Esson has
indicated she will be available to
work on this event as soon as tax
season is over. She suggests a late
summer or early fall reunion. 360834-7657.
Class of 1979 30-year Reunion.
September 12, 2009. Details are
pending, however a committee has
been formed. Please contact Carol
Wienke Dixon at eeppooh@aol.com
or call at 503-799-2829.
Class of 1984 25- year Reunion
scheduled to be held July 25, 2009.
See letter below from Kim Morgan
Butler and Cliff Samodurov.
Class of 1989 20-year Reunion.
Inquiry has been made about planning a 20- year reunion. Dan Hayes
from Stamford, CT is willing to help
with organizing the event. If you are
interested in helping Dan, please
e-mail him at danbhayes@hotmail.
com or e-mail Jeanne Lampi at
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org
Classes of 1985 to 1990 Annual
Reunion and BBQ will be held at
the Sandy River Airpark on June
20, 2009 at 4:00 pm. Cost $10.00
per couple includes family, or $5.00
per person. ALL PCS ALUMNI and
FRIENDS are INVITED.
Class of 1999 10-year Reunion.
Saturday June 13th 4pm. For more
info on the reunion check out Facebook Portland Christian HS - Class
of 1999 or Contact Jon Hunnell at
Jonhunnell@gmail.com
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

I

t is with thanksgiving we provide the REALS at no charge to our
Alumni and Friends. However, the funds for the production of this
publication must come from the gifts of our faithful readers. As the
Lord places it upon your heart, please make a donation to the Alumni
Association for the production of the REALS. Your gift will be gratefully received and appreciated.
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT for the PRODUCTION of the REALS

❑ $10.00
❑ $20.00
❑ Other: ____________
Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-address:
Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni Association and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make
your gift using one of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-2563960 ext. 271 to make your donation. PLEASE let her know the funds
are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax deductible and are
immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-2563960, ext 267 or 503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at:
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

EST. 1947

Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up
this edition of the REALS
under the alumni tab!
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