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Learn from the Past, Look to the Future

I

was first
introduced to
Christian Education in 1964.
Since that time,
I have witnessed
the faithfulness
and dedication of
those who believe
so strongly that
children must
be educated in the whole counsel of God
that they have made inordinate sacrifices to
see that their children attend Christian day
school.
Dr. John Blanchard, then president of the
National Association of Christian Schools
(now ACSI) spoke at a meeting I attended.
He stressed that true education must encompass the following critical concepts in
class and activity: God is Sovereign. God is
all Truth. Nothing exists apart from Him.
No person can come to Him except by faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Later, Dr. John
Blanchard became the PCS superintendent
and in 1992, was named Portland Christian’s
Superintendent Emeritus.
I was recently looking through folders of
historical materials in my office. Many documents contained the writings of those who
in their wisdom understood the need for a
Christian day school. I am humbled by their
faith and firm resolve to stand on the Truth
of the Word and to raise their children in the
fear and admonition of the Lord.
One of our founding board members wrote
in a 1948 school paper, “Every student at
Portland Christian Schools must be plainly
instructed and earnestly pressed to consider
well the chief end of his life; to know God
and Jesus Christ which is eternal life. Christ
is the only foundation of all sound knowledge
and learning. Only the Lord gives wisdom.
We must now seriously set ourselves to prayer
seeking His will and setting our eyes upon
the future of this school.”
In 1951, another wrote, “Our civilization is
on the decline. If we do not stand up now for
righteousness in this school and raise children
who fear sin because they love the Lord then
Portland Christian will be on the downward
decline along with our nation.” And in a
1981 paper, “To nurture our children in this

day and age will require nothing short of a
measure of dedication comparable to that of
the martyrs.”
In 1990 Rich Remsburg, AD and Adm.
Coordinator wrote, “In June 1989 our school
faced a $250,000 deficit. In June 1990 we
finished the year in the black. When we focus
on the ministry each one of us is called to and
allow God to do His work through us, it is
amazing to see what He will accomplish.”
Dan Beaumont (1971), PCS Bible teacher
wrote also in 1990, “In the 21 years I have
been with Portland Christian, I have witnessed many changes. While these are good,
I am far more thankful for what has not
changed at this great school. Over the years,
the Lord has called many godly men and
women who are committed to the mission of
Portland Christian. They are making tremendous sacrifices for this school, its students,
parents, fellow teachers and staff whom they
love and serve.”
Sixty-five years later, Portland Christian
Schools continues to stand upon the strong
foundations of the past. Throughout scripture, we are told to “Not forget all His benefits”. There are many, many “standing stone”
points along Portland Christian’s journey that
are worthy of remembering as we move into
the future.
The school is at the dawning of a new academic year and with it comes the promise of
even greater success in sports, the arts, and
academics. While we must never look to the
success of the past as a roadmap to the future,
we must always look to past blessings from
the Lord as promises of what can lie before us.
For the most part, our society no longer holds
to Biblical values. Consequently it is incumbent upon each of us to be wide awake and
alert to Truth because the adversary would
like nothing more than to see us compromise
the benefits of the past and grow complacent
as we face the future. Portland Christian
Schools is about educating students in the
whole Truth of the Word of God and we believe that being Christians mandates the very
highest standards in education and in life.
–Jeanne P. Lampi
Director of Alumni

An Award of Excellence

T

he 2012 school year has come to a
close, summer is in full swing, and
the start of the new school year is right
around the corner. Where does the
time go? As time marches on, I pray
that you are all well and are experiencing God’s amazing blessing!
Before we move on to what is ahead,
I’d like to spend a few moments reminiscing with you about the remarkable
2012 graduation ceremony. I wish you all could have been there!
What an honor it was to graduate 63 Portland Christian students
and to welcome them into the ranks of the PCS Alumni Association! Portland Christian alumni were well represented at the ceremony, both as participants and as honored witnesses to the event.
There were approximately 15 Golden Graduates from the class of
1962 and 9 honored graduates from the classes of 1953-1954 in
attendance
Alumni presenters included Terri Flikkema, Board Chair (1983),
who graciously greeted our “Golden Graduates” as well as recognizing those from the classes of 1953-54 who were holding their
reunion week of PCH’s 62nd commencement. Mrs. Flikkema also
announced this year’s recipient of the J. Robert Barber Memorial
Choir Scholarship, Sami Ruiz. Sami will be using the scholarship
award to study music at Central Washington University.
The class of 2012 chose Jon Roberts (1994) as their keynote
speaker. He entertained us all with anecdotes about the class of
2012, and on a more serious note, referenced Jeremiah 9:23-24, to
encourage each graduate to seek their identity in Christ. Daniel
Burnett (1999) led the choir in performing, “How Excellent is Thy
Name,” and, in accordance with PCS tradition, invited all PCS
alumni to join the choir in a rendition of Michael W. Smith’s, “I
AM.” What a blessing and what a delight to hear the voices of all
generations of PCS alum joining together in praise!

I had the opportunity to make some closing remarks and the Lord
challenged me to share a passage that I have been mediating on
this year, Joshua 1:7, “Only be strong and very courageous that
you may observe to do accordingly to all the law which Moses my
servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or
to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.” I then had the
distinct honor and privilege to graduate the class of 2012. It was
truly humbling and inspiring to witness what these students have
accomplished!
Another highlight for me was being able to visit with many of the
alumni who were in attendance at the graduation events. Two of
those I spent some time with were Evvie Corkum Boys (1953) and
Evogene Adkins Stevenson (1954), both daughters of founders of
Portland Christian Schools. I often see Evvie around campus (her
precious grandchildren attend here), and I love to hear her stories.
The Lord has used her words to remind me to be discerning, wise,
and responsible in leading our school. As Evogene and I spoke at
a reception prior to the graduation, I shared with her what the
Lord had laid on my heart to say in my closing remarks. Evogene
paused, looked at me and said, “Joshua 1 was the passage the
Lord laid on my father’s heart when he started this school.” I was
stunned! How humbling to know that God spoke to one of our
founders through the same scripture that He brought to my heart!
As I share these thoughts with you, I pause in prayer and ask once
again for God’s hand to be on Portland Christian Schools. I praise
Him that for 65 years He has been faithful. I ask Him to never let
me forget moments like these with Evvie and Evogene. Alumni,
I invite you also to be prayerful for our school, for the teachers
who make such an enormous difference, and for the students who
attend here. May they each seek and find their own identity, in
Christ .
–Annette Ayers Johnson (1982)
Superintendent, PCS

A Word from the Alumni Council Chair

A

s the school year draws to a close,
the administration and staff reflect
on and evaluate the year past. So too,
the Alumni Association Council must
review the plans and accomplishments
made during 2011-2012. I ask myself,
“How did we do as a Council in moving ahead with the plans we believe the
Lord presented to us as each member
of the Council individually and collectively put forth their thoughts and

ideas.”
Overall the year went well; the activities planned and carried out
by the Alumni Association were very successful. The restructuring of the Council to bring the Alumni Association in line with
the long range goals and plans of the Board and Superintendent
Johnson, was implemented and well received.

The theme for this past year was “Moving Ahead on God’s
Timetable”. I believe we have done just that. It’s now time to turn
our thoughts toward 2012-2013 and to determine what the Lord
would have the Council accomplish next year. More than ever, I
believe we must consider more ways to complement the administration’s plans as we move ahead into the future of Portland
Christian Schools.
I personally want to thank the Council members for their support and willingness to serve. As we moved ahead this past year
we were united in thought and vision. Also as many know, I am
also moving ahead in my personal life. In August, I am taking a
beautiful, godly lady to be my wife. I am thrilled to have a partner
by my side with whom I can share my love for the Lord and for
Portland Christian Schools.
–Dallin Pennington
Alumni Association Chairman
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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the
faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
– Colossians 2:6-7

Senior Matthew Joslen hugs Superintendent Annette Johnson

The Class of

2012

Focus on the Class of 2012

T
Congratulations to
Those Seniors
Attending PCS PK-12
Marissa Beliel
Bianca Campan
McKenzie Doucet
Jordan Flikkema
Morgan Forney
Taylor Forney
Alex George
Max Henshaw
Cody James
Matt Joslen
Emily Kozlowski
Matt Kolenski
Carissa Lane
Crystal LeFebvre
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Brandon Mar
Alex McDonald
Brennan Miyanzo
Shelby Remington
Josh Reznick
Ashley Runyan
Anna Schroeder
Kara Smouse
Brittany Smith
Charlotte Soderberg
Zach Thompson
Kendal Wagner
Cody Wisenbaker

he administration, board of
trustees, faculty and staff
along with the Golden Graduates from the Class of 1962 and
the graduates from the classes of
1953-55 marched proudly into the
auditorium at New Beginnings
Church on Saturday, June 9 at 1:00
p.m. As proud parents and other
family members watched, the Class
of 2012 walked in from the front of
the church and took their places.
Principal Jim Belcher welcomed the
audience and opened the graduation ceremonies by thanking the
Lord for this day and the blessings
it held in store for each one present. Board Chair, Terri Flikkema
(1983), welcomed the Golden
Graduates, all the alumni present,
and extended a special welcome to
those from the classes of 19531955.
Following the singing of the traditional “I AM” introduced years
earlier by Bob Barber, Superinten-

dent Annette Ayers Johnson (1982)
brought the program to a close
by challenging and encouraging
the class of 2012. Superintendent
Johnson, lovingly encouraged each
student to remember what the Lord
had done in each of their lives the
past 13 years and to hold tightly
to the truths they had been taught
while students at Portland Christian Schools.
At The end of her challenge, Mrs.
Johnson welcomed the seniors into
the Alumni Association with these
words:
“Members of the Class of 2012,
would you please stand. The moment has arrived; the moment each
of you has worked so hard to reach.
As a fellow alumnus of the class of
1982, and your superintendent, it
is my distinct honor to welcome
you as the newest members of the
Alumni Association of Portland
Christian Schools. You have now
officially graduated. You may turn
your tassels.”

Portland Christian Graduates its 62nd Class

A

s the final bell rings, Portland
Christian High School seniors pour
out into the hallways saying goodbye to
friends and teachers. For some, there is a
little sadness at leaving behind a place with
so many memories. For others, there is
excitement for a future which lies beyond
the big front doors.
This year, Portland Christian High School
graduated all 63 members of the senior
class. 92 percent of the graduates say they
have plans to pursue higher education.
Those plans include over 25 different fouryear universities in the US and abroad, as
well as six different community colleges.
Dr. Shawn Jones, lead counselor for Portland Christian Schools, says he believes
graduation rates are so high, in part,
because the faculty and staff have high
expectations for their students. “In many
ways college education is an unquestioned
assumption of every student,” Jones said.
“Not only is it our goal, it is the goal of
our families. We have very active parents

who partner with our faculty to make sure
each student is on track to not only graduate, but to head off to college.”

graduates have been accepted directly into
colleges and universities throughout the
USA and the world,” Tretter said.

This year’s graduating class also included
20 international students who participate
in Portland Christian’s International
Student Program. Sheila Tretter, Director of International Students for Portland
Christian Schools, says the international
students are extremely motivated to attend
higher level education. “Many choose
high level academic fields of study as their
majors,” Tretter says. “They are able to
develop their education into jobs in the
medical field, research fields, law fields,
and into global business ventures.

Tretter and Jones view Portland Christian’s graduation and college attendance
rates as a positive accomplishment, especially in light of recent statistics published
in The Oregonian. According to the study,
only two of every three students at Oregon
public schools will make it to high school
graduation. Another study showed that on
average, 59 percent of those high school
graduates will go on to higher education.

Past international students have attended a
variety of notable schools such as University of California, Berkeley, Johns Hopkins
University and Purdue University. Tretter
said she encourages international students
to view higher education as a wonderful
opportunity. “For many years 100 percent
of the Portland Christian international

Overall Jones is pleased with the effort
by students and staff to beat the state
numbers. “Our students are intentional
with their college plans,” Jones said. “They
are equipped well to seek out a variety of
colleges. It seems all of our graduates who
want to attend a four-year institution are
academically able to do so.”
–Taylor Luby (2008)

Alumni at Commencement

M

any PCH grads enjoy attending commencement each year.
From left to right are pictured:

Jon Nuttelman (2007), Blair Hutchinson (2006), Jon Roberts
(1994), Dan Beaumont (1971), Jeff MacLardy (1987), Stephanie
Boys DeLucia (1985)
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2012 Graduates
of PCHS Alumni

T

hank you to our grads who send their children
to Portland Christian Schools. We are blessed
to have you continue building the family legacy.

Cole, son of Mark (1979) and Pam Ickert

Senior Mother’s Tea

T

he second Alumni Association
Senior Mother’s Tea was held at
the high school on May 30, 2012. The
girls had sent formal invitations to all
mothers of the seniors and were now
ready to receive their guests. The senior men had been prepped and knew
their roles well. By 1:10p.m., moms
began to arrive and the men were all
ready to welcome them and escort each
one to their hostess. When all had
arrived and were seated, the handsome
escorts-turned waiter, walked to their
appointed tables and set about to serve
each lady the wonderful food prepared
by Mark and Bekki Webb (1999)
Crawford.
Once again the senior men rose to the
occasion, dressed in their finest, served

each lady. Said one senior, “I kept
repeating, serve from the left, pick up
from the right, keep tea poured and
water glasses filled.” “Wow, there is so
much to remember.” To this, Jordan
aptly remarked, “I work at a golf
course and I know all about this kind
of stuff.”
After the event was over, one mom
remarked, “This was so lovely and I
guess I really did teach my son to do
things right. I was so very proud of
him today.” We all can agree the men
were great, the senior ladies gorgeous,
the moms grateful and the day was
beautiful. The mothers’ hearts were
gladdened as they proudly watched
their children end their high school
career well.

Morgan and Taylor, daughters of Jim (1988)
and Carolann Forney
[The twins join brother, Jordan (2011)]

Senior Night
Jordan, son of Ray (1982) and Terri Bunnell
(1983) Flikkema
[Jordan joins sister Kayla (2009)]

Michelle, daughter of Bill (1983) and Adria
Cummin

Jaslin, daughter of Jeff (1987) and Jaclin
MacLardy
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O

n June 8th, Resurrection Lutheran Church was the venue for the
Class of 2012 family. Students showed
off their memory boards and proud
parents watched as their children were
acknowledged for their outstanding
accomplishments at Portland Christian
Schools. Superintendent Johnson and
Principal Belcher then recognized the
record number of 27 families whose
children had been enrolled in Portland
Christian Schools, K-12.
Finally the long awaited power point
presentation put together throughout
the year by Marissa Beliel and Jaslin

MacLardy was shown. Each student
was featured on the screen. Many
of the pictures from as far back as
kindergarten brought gales of laughter
along with many tears to students and
parents alike.
Chris Wagner, board member and parent, brought the evening to a close in
a concerted pray of praise and thanksgiving for each parent, student, and
Portland Christian Schools. “Lord,
bless and cover each one of these students, keep them in your tender care
and may they never forget the truths
learned here.”

A Word or Two from our 2012
Graduates

T

he following questions were asked
of several of the seniors. Their
answers follow.
Q. What will you most remember about
Portland Christian as your high school
years come to a close?
A. “My friends are people I can always
hang with.” I will always love my
friends at PCH”
A. “I had some really good talks with
some of my teachers outside of
class. Sometimes you learn so
much that way. It’s sort of informal and you can just say what you
want.”
A. “I loved being in Anne of Greene
Gables. Everyone really treated me
well and helped me to say things
right.”
A. “There are so many things I love
about this school and I will have
so many memories to take back to
Korea.”
A. “Being in concert choir and ensemble are the best things that
ever could happen. Thank you,
Mr. Burnett. I think music will
always be a part of my life.”
A. “I had some pretty great teachers
who challenged and inspired me.
Thanks Mrs. Blair and Mrs. Newman.”
A. “I want everyone to know that we
have all been surrounded by so
many great kids and teachers. My
classmates really care about each
other and our teachers are also
amazing. I could never forget this
school.”

A. “The Senior Mother’s Tea; I still
can’t believe how well we guys
pulled it off. Thanks Mrs. Lampi
for making us do it.” “I think we
were pretty good.”
A. “Mr. Beaumont”
Q. It looks like 100% of your class has
plans to go on to college. Do you think
you are well prepared to go to the school
you have chosen?
A. “Absolutely.”
A. “AP courses taught by Mrs. Newman and Mrs. Blair were amazing. Mr. Roberts also prepared us
well.”
A. “I don’t know how well I did on my
AP exams, but I think I will do
OK.”
A. “I will be running track in college
and I know I am ready to jump in
there.”
A. “Overall, I couldn’t have received
a better education anywhere.
Thanks, PC”
Q. What will you be doing this summer
that you feel prepared to do because of
your education at PCH?
A. “I’m going on a mission’s trip and
will be doing VBS for kids in
Mexico. I am well prepared to
teach Bible stories and witness.”
A. “Because of STUCO, and our
home mission’s projects, I will be
working with my church teaching
VBS, and going downtown and
helping serve homeless people.”
A. “I plan to help in a soccer camp.”

Nancy Lewis

N

ancy Lewis, a longtime teacher at
PCES, retired several years ago
due to poor health. Nancy dearly loved
all her student s and followed them as
they made their way to high school and
beyond. The class of 2012 was particularly special to her since she taught over
60% of them in the second grade. “All
my students are dear to my heart. I’m so
proud to be here to see so many of the
class of 2012 graduate from PCHS.”

STATS from
the Class of 2012
Colleges: 100% plan to attend an educational
institution of higher learning:
Willamette University
Clark College
Oregon Institute of
Oklahoma Christian
Technology
University
Mt Hood Community
New York University
College
University of
Washington
Japanese College
Art Institute of
University of Oregon
Portland
Clackamas Community
College
Linn-Benton College
Canadian University
Seattle Pacific
University
Portland Community
College
Korean University
Portland State
LeTourneau
University
University
George Fox University
University of Montana
Bellevue College
Concordia University

Total Years Invested at Portland
Christian: 372 years at an approximate cost of
$2,625,000.

Activities: 100% of students in the class were
involved in two or more activities while at PCH:
Cross Country
Bible Study Leader
Debate
Soccer
Choir
Cheerleading
Football
Drama
Missions Trips
Volleyball
Band
Green Committee
Basketball
Art Club
Locks of Love
Track

Ski Club
Habitat for Humanity
Softball
FAB
Creative Writing
Baseball
National Honor
Society
French Club
Swimming
Student Council
Worship Team
Yearbook
Tennis Team
Red Cross Blood
Drives

Largest Group of International
Graduates: Students came from:
Hong Kong-2
Japan-2
Taiwan-4

China-7
Korea-4
Vietnam-1
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News

Alumni

Graduates

Births

Portland Christian Schools congratulates:

• Melissa Witt (1976) Phillips, on the graduation of her daughter, Alaina, from The Medical College of Wisconsin with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. (Note that the Lockwood-Witt families
claim 11 PCH graduates.)

• Daniel (1999) and Emily Burnett
on the birth of Brynn Hazel
born May 14, 2012.

• Kirby Gleason (1992) was hooded at
Marylhurst University where he received
his MBA in June 2012. Kirby teaches at
Heald College in Portland.

Brynn Burnett

• Andrew (2001) and Jessica Burch on
the birth of Jaunie Ann Kathryn
on May 20, 2012.

Kirby Gleason
Jaunie Burch

• Superintendent Annette Ayers (1982)
Johnson on the birth of her second grandchild, Noah Scott, to daughter, Courtney,
on June 11, 2012.
Noah Scott

• John Brabham and Kendle Graves
(1994) on the birth of Reghan Skyler
on June 2, 2012

• Julia (2002) Hays was hooded at Portland State on June 16, 2012. She received
her MA in Social Work

• 2nd Lt. Jon Nuttelman (2007)
US Army was commissioned in June
2012. Jon graduated from Oregon
State University with a degree in
military science. He is currently
awaiting his orders to go to Fort
Huachuca in Arizona with Military
Intelligence.

Jon Nuttleman

Reghan Brabham

• Steve and Jenny Bennett (1992) Eckert
on the birth of Noelle Annalise
on April 2, 2012.
Noelle Eckert
Jin Won “Raymond” Cho

• Tim and Ashley Fenison (2003) Ainley
on the birth of Cambria Mae
on July 20, 2012.
Cambria Ainley

• Steven (2005) and Jenn Parker
on the birth of Kadance
in November, 2011.
Kadance Parker
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• Jin Won “Raymond” Cho
(2008) graduated from Georgia
Tech University with a BS in Materials Engineering. He is shown here
with proud PCHS Host Parents,
Dan and Jane Mauk who were able
to join Raymond for this big day.

• Anna (2008) Patten graduated Magna
Cum Laude on May 5, 2012 from California Baptist University with a degree in
Sociology. Anna was presented with the
Sociology Award Outstanding Senior.
• Fionia (2008) Hays received her BA
from Calvin College on May 19, 2012.

Anna Patten

More N ews

from PCHS Alumni
• Daniel Burnett (1999) writes “Due to cutbacks in hours for
many at PCH, it is not be feasible for me to remain as choir director. I am amazed at how God is opening other doors for our family. I have been so blessed to have been able to serve Christ at PCS
the past eight years. I believe I reached students in a positive way.
I am very thankful for the many friends and great relationships
developed because of Portland Christian. I will miss the students
whom I have seen mature and grow over the years. I will always be
an alumnus of this great school and will keep it in my prayers.”

Weddings

Matthew (2008) & Katie Larson
June 23, 2012.

• Angela Parker (2000) and husband, Chris
Jarvis are the founders and owners of Realized Worth. The companies’ motto is, “Connecting companies to communities through
volunteerism and social media.” Angela and
Chris live in Indianapolis, IN, home of their
company headquarters.
• “Cowboy,” Mike Manus (2005) shares that
he is working as a wrangler-guide at a ranch in
Montana. He is also in the recruitment process
to join the Army Special Forces.

Jordan (2005) & Stephanie Hegg
July 22, 2012.

• David Dryer (1979)
is on an international
assignment with Bechtel Company at Calvin Ridge in Australia.
Working on a green field coal mine project,
David lives and works in the field eight weeks
at a time with two weeks off to travel and
visit the country.
• Ron and Marilyn Beck (1961) Webb recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.
Beginning with Pastor Beck who sent all his
children to the school, Marilyn and Ron’s four
children and many grandchildren also attended
and graduated from PCHS. Currently they
have 2 grandchildren at the school. In addition to supporting the school with much prayer
and encouragement, they also provide funding for many critical
PCS projects. At their celebration, testimony after testimony was
shared that Ron and Marilyn NEVER turned down one in need.
“My folks are the greatest example to me of how a godly marriage
should look and how godly parents should love their children,”
said son, David Webb (1981).

Jeremy (1999) & Jill Hay
August 20, 2011.

Mackenzie Blackwell (2009) & Darin Skaggs
June 16, 2012.

• Matthew Ko (1992) writes “I just moved from Australia back
to China. I am now working on my first Japanese restaurant in
Guangzhou. I promise I will get to Portland again.”
• Beloved, former PCH English teacher,
Faenell Finster Bartlett writes that her
twins, Chuck and Marylou (1983) visited her home in West Virginia in July.
Chuck and his family are doing great as
is Marylou..

Frankie (2004) & Media Fredericks
July 2012.
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In Memoriam

n July 9th, 2012 Jonathan Brett McLean (2005) left our
world as a hero, and fell into the loving arms of our Lord
and Savior. John 15:13- “Greater love has no one than this that
he lay down his life for his friends”. Brett not only abided by the
word of God, but he was a living example. Around 2:18 p.m. on
July 9th, 2012, Brett was working as a volunteer church camp
counselor when one of the campers slipped and fell into the White
River below the falls located in Central Oregon. Immediately
Brett jumped in to try to save him. Neither Brett nor the camper
survived the cold and fast moving waters.
If you know Brett at all, even a little bit,
this courageous act of humanity and
selfless love describes him perfectly. Brett
went out of his way to try to save people,
not from death, but from eternity away
from God. He loved people, he loved
life, but most importantly he was in love
with Jesus. Brett used the gifts that God
gave him to the fullest. There was never
a dull moment when you were with Brett
McLean. He was a born entertainer who
always had you smiling and laughing. He
would leave people in awe by performing stunts such as his trademark back
flip. Brett could connect with anyone.
There was a likeness to the man that was
contagious.
During his time at Portland Christian,
Brett was a standout athlete in football,
track, and he was one of only three men
in Portland Christian history to be on the
PC’s cheerleading squad. Brett was also
heavily involved in PC’s choir program
and Ski Club where he could “shred the slopes on his snowboard
with the best of them.”
After graduating from Portland Christian in 2005, Brett went to
Corban College. He then moved down to Santa Rosa, California
where he lived for a couple of years. In California, while working for an athletic club, Brett was called over to help at the club’s
child-care room. Brett picked up the baby that no one could console. The baby stopped crying. At that moment Brett knew that
God gave him a gift to work with children. From that moment on
Brett dedicated his life to shine the love of Christ on the youth.
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After living in California, Brett moved back to Portland. He became involved with the Southeast Portland Door of Hope church,
helping in their children’s ministry while working three part-time
jobs, including another passion of his; video and film making.
On Saturday July 21, 2012 a beautiful celebration of life was held
to honor Brett at New Hope Church. There were hundreds of
people in attendance whose lives Brett had touched. Many Portland Christian alumni, former faculty, family, and friends from all
over the world were in attendance. They
came, not to say goodbye, but to thank
our Lord for blessing us with such an
amazing brother in Christ.
As we listened to his many friends and
family, including his brothers, sister,
mom and dad, the one thread that kept
stitching through each testimony was
that Brett understood the world and
life from God’s perspective. In life or in
death, he wanted to honor his Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. He was overwhelmed
by the magnitude and the awesomeness of Creation. He was overwhelmed
by the need of each one of us to know
the Lord Jesus as Savior, because he was
overwhelmed by the joy of heaven and
the reality of hell. He was overcome by
an innate desire to help those in need.
He could take any situation, good or bad,
and see the reality in it and find a Biblical solution to it. He knew no strangers
and was a stranger to no one. “He was
the single most selfless person I’ve ever
encountered, and has ‘loved’ more people
into the kingdom of God than any one of us will ever know,” said
one speaker.
For now, Brett, and Caleb the camper for whom Brett gave his life,
are rejoicing together in the presence of Jesus. “Brett, you are terribly missed, but one day dear friend we will see you again. What a
great time we will have for all eternity in the presence of our Lord.
Thank you for the legacy you have left us and the live you have
lived as an example for us.”
–Aaron Ankrom (2003)

News

Elementary School

O

ne elementary teacher put it this
way, “It is hard to adequately sum
up the events of a wonderful year.” “I
really think more events of note took
place this year on our campus than at any
other time.” “A lot of the thanks must go
to Rhonda Rogers, our principal for seeing
that things are done smoothly and in a
timely fashion.” “From your staff, Rhonda;
a huge thanks for a really great year.”

other men interested in praying for the
school. New to the school in December,
Doug is very passionate about Christian
education and the programs offered at
PCES. Rancher Bill Hoyt, a strong supporter of the school, has also joined this
group of praying men. Doug would love
to talk to anyone interested in joining
“Guys for God”. He can be reached at
503-313-0160.

Below are just some of the 2011-2012
highlights of the school year.

• Annual Oregon Trail Day culminates
fourth grader’s US History study of the
journey along the trail from Independence, MO to Independence, OR. Each
year, Penny Duncan brings this unit
in her US History class to a conclusion
with reenactments of numerous historical events along the Trail. This all-day
“pageant” features students in period
costumes, replicated wagons and other
artifacts, marriage ceremonies, family
life, the happy and sad times faced by
families; all portrayed by the children as
they act out scenes from along the route
to Oregon.

• “Cowboy Bill” (reported in the last REALS) has graciously agreed to continue his
provision of all our organic beef through
this summer and on into next year. What
a generous and wonderful man. On a
side note, Cowboy Bill Hoyt of Hawley
Ranch drops by the school twice a month
and much to the delight of all the kids, he
always visits as many classrooms as possible. “Thanks again, Cowboy Bill. We all
love you.”
• PCES held its first Passport Aroundthe-World event. (Reported in the last
REALS.)
• Our first year of Spanish was a great
success. Senorita Blair Hutchinson (2006)
has agreed to take a full-time position
teaching Spanish after her first year of
internship on our campus.
• We are opening up a third kindergarten class. Enrollment is soaring and we
are in process of interviewing for a third
kindergarten teacher as we expand our K
program next fall.
• “Guys for God” bring men together to
pray for Portland Christian Schools. In
April, Doug Virnig (grandfather to first
grader, Olivia Ballou) started this wonderful group of dads, granddads, uncles and

• All end of year programs were well
attended. Every end of the year program went off without a single flaw. The
preschool audience numbered well over
400 in attendance for both the program
and dinner following. Kindergarten
graduation was another huge success with
parents, grandparents and other family
members, along with numerous friends,
filling the auditorium with a standing
room only crowd. And of course the
sixth grade promotion was extremely
well attended. As always, thanks to Ed
Highman, the program was handled with
dignity and one in which all can rejoice
as the students move on to the secondary
campus.

da Rogers, the year was filled with amazing opportunities for professional growth
for the teachers. Many of these classes
were also offered to parents. Nationally
acclaimed counselor and teaching mentor,
Rick Morris (yes, for those who remember, this is Paul Morris’s brother) offered
several sessions for both teachers and
parents. Dr. Debbie Miller, chair of the
Teacher Education Department at Multnomah, collaborated with Sherri James
and Rhonda Rogers in a four week series
on Biblical Integration. Her seminars were
well attended by PCS faculty as well as
teachers from other Christian schools in
the area. Occupational Therapist, Sharron
Donnelly, presented training sessions for
teachers and parents on a multitude of
childhood sensory issues, including brain
development. Internet safety classes were
also offered. As one of the many support
programs offered to parents, Rhonda Rogers presented our annual Love and Logic
training. Sherri James also presented
many opportunities to the staff, systemwide, to enroll in on-line and for credit
programs.
• Summer Programs are now off to a
great start. As the academic year comes
to an end, so begins the Summer Day
Care program, offering preschool through
school-age activities. This year’s theme is
Diving for God’s Treasures. The program,
offered to PCES and other families in the
community, features Bible stories, twice a
week field trips, swimming lessons, crafts
and play times. As always, we can count
on our wonderful cook, Leanne Rowlett,
to keep many hungry tummies filled with
delicious home-made foods.

• Thanks to Sherri James, coordinator of
faculty development, and principal RhonSUMMER 2012 11

Featuring
Sami Ruiz

Lori Marvel Salierno (1978)

C

n June
10,
2012, Lori,
Founder and
Director of
Celebrate
Life International, headquartered
in Acworth,
Georgia
began a seven week, 3000 mile long bike
trip to raise $300,000 to help 10,000 atrisk students in the USA and around the
world. A large crowd gathered at Mountainview High School in Vancouver to
send Lori and about 30 other riders off.
Many riders planned to travel a short
distance, one hoped to go the entire trip
while others plan to join along the route.

ongratulations to Sami Ruiz.
Sami was selected by choir director, Daniel Burnett (1999), Superintendent Annette Ayers Johnson
(1982), Principal Jim Belcher and
Alumni Director Jeanne Lampi as the
J. Robert Barber Memorial Scholarship recipient. Sami spent 4 years in
choir at Portland Christian High and
had major and starring roles in the
musicals Sussical, Aida, and Anne of
Green Gables.
Sami also served four years on the
chapel worship team and was a
three-year volunteer with Habitat for
Humanity. In the fall, Sami will attend Central Washington University
where she has been accepted into the
music department and plans to major
in choral music.
Sami is the second recipient of this
scholarship. Sydney Farley (2011)
was first awarded this honor in 2011.
Sami’s name has been engraved on
a perpetual plaque hanging in the J.
Robert Barber choir room at the high
school.

O

Celebrate Life International is a faithbased program that aims to transform
at-risk kids into responsible citizens
through a program Lori developed
called Teach One to Lead One. Members of First Church of God, formerly
pastored by Lori’s dad, the late Rev.
Gerald Marvel, and Summit View
Church, major contributors to the program, organized the send-off rally.
Lori said that a large group of people in
New York and Vancouver, Washington,
have made significant donations toward
helping reach the goal. “We need a
game-changing plan in America. More
than ever today there is a desperate need
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to reach so many of our kids who are
struggling with every conceivable life
situation. Kids want to change. They
just don’t know how. They don’t know
objective Truth. They need someone to
teach and lead them. They want to be
helped and they want to help others.
This is what this program is all about.”
“My 3000 mile ride is to raise awareness
in communities all across America so
that together we can turn this generation of at-risk kids around.”
As Lori spoke to the crowd in Vancouver at her send-off she said, “There are
three types of people: those who make
it happen, those who watch it happen
and those who ask what happened.”
“My prayer is that everyone here and
those who hear about this ministry will
get involved and be part of the make-ithappen crowd.”
Lori met her goal to travel 70–100 miles
each day and reached Atlanta, Georgia
on August 4th. A huge celebration was
held at North Cobb High at 10:00 a.m.
The story of Lori’s trip can be read on
her web site at www.CelebrateLifeInternational.org.
Portland Christian is proud to recognize
Lori as one of our outstanding graduates. Please pray that the funds raised
on her cross-country ride will be used
wisely to give at-risk kids a hope and a
future in the Lord Jesus.

Outstanding Alumni
Taylor Luby (2008)
T

he question was
asked recently,
“Do we have
any Alumni
who are not
outstanding?”
I answered,
“Off hand, I
can’t think of
any but I can
certainly think of many who are.”
Taylor Luby is one of those who has done
more in 21 or so short years than many
do in a lifetime. For starters, shortly
following graduation from high school
in 2008, Taylor headed to Germany to
study at the Bodenseehof Bible School in
Friedrichschafen, part of Torchbearer’s
International. This school is one of the
many started by Major Ian Thomas at the
close of WWII. Today the number well
exceeds 34 in different locations around
the world.
Following her “gap” year in Germany
and a stay in England, Taylor returned to
Portland; but not for long. Never a gal to
“stay home” and a wanderer at heart, she
enrolled in Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia as a German Language and Culture major. An
excellent writer and reporter, she is also
actively pursuing a minor in Journalism.
In the past year, Taylor has published
a number of articles in the Rockbridge
Report, the Lexington News Gazette
and the Oregonian East County News.
This past year, she was honored by being
inducted into the Society of Professional
Journalists, an outstanding achievement
for a college student. (But then again,
Taylor is no ordinary college student.)

During the past three years at Washington and Lee, Taylor has been very active
as a Young Life Leader, on the College
Leadership Staff for Trinity United
Methodist Church and a member of the
Washington and Lee Women’s Leadership Conference Staff. Always the learner,
teacher and mentor, she tutored each
week at a local elementary school.
With this rather exciting life where is
Taylor this summer? She’s in Portland
helping out at PCS where she excels at
absolutely everything she’s assigned to do
from greeting visitors and assisting at the
front desk, to filing stacks of documents
for the business office, to running errands
and to writing articles for the school. But
come September, Taylor is “on the road
again.”
This time she will finish her senior year at
the University of Vienna in Vienna, Austria and she’s excited. Not only does she
love Europe, the German people and the
language, she loves to explore the world.
Having traveled to 16 plus countries in
North America, Asia and Europe, she’s
planning to come home next year having
visited a lot more. “Exploring the world
with friends and my family is a great
way to learn about people, customs and
culture.”
From all of us at Portland Christian,
“Have a great year abroad. Please come
back and let us all know how you are
doing.” “You are seeing things and going places most of us only read about in
books and see on TV.”
Taylor, we pray the Lord’s protection and
watch care over you. Thanks for being
such a great ambassador for the USA,
Portland Christian and the Lord.”

Jason
Yoo (2005)
T

his is one of
our awesome
PCH alumni.
Jason graduated
in 2005 and was
the International
Student speaker
at commencement. After
completing his
freshman year at
Perdue University, he returned to Korea to
perform his required three years of military
service. While in the military, he was often
given advanced jobs which were better than
the “normal” soldier because he spoke such
excellent English.
Following his required military service,
he entered a very good Korean university.
There he graduated with a bachelor’s degree
and went into a Korean law school where
he is currently studying. Through his law
school, Jason was offered an internship in
Washington D.C. from January through
June 2012. His internship was working with
the US small business center. He reports his
experience in D.C has been amazing. He
really learned to improve his office skills and
how to be a true professional. Excitedly, he
reports receiving an A+ from his supervisor.
An academically outstanding young man,
Jason is also an outstanding Christian who
has shown wisdom beyond his years. He has
a wonderful Christian fiancé who is a flight
attendant on Korean Air’s International
Flights. While they have been engaged for
a few years, Jason feels he must be properly
fitted to fully support a wife.
As Jason returns to Korea and law school,
he plans to seek more internship opportunities, probably next summer in Korea.
Jason writes that he is very grateful for the
wonderful education he received at Portland
Christian Schools and thanks his wonderful
host family and all his teachers.
–Kathy Nyone
ISP Home stay Coordinator
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News

High School

News from the
International Front

T

he purpose
of the
International
Student Program (ISP) is
to welcome
students from
around the
world and
challenge them
academically as they improve their command of the English language, extend to
them the love of Christ, and provide them
with the shelter of family.
2011-2012 has been a year of great
achievements. 20 ISP seniors from 6 different countries graduated. All have been
accepted to colleges and universities. PCS
alumni sponsored the international senior
family brunch prior to graduation ceremonies. All 20 graduates attended, many
with their natural parents and host family
members. The graduation brunch gift was
a group photo of family members for each
ISP senior. Won Dan Choi was the ISP
graduation speaker this year.
Students from 10 countries (Japan, Spain,
France, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
South Korea, Mexico, Australia, and Vietnam studied at PCHS in grades 9-12 this
year. Several PCHS American students
plan to visit ISP students in Hong Kong,
France and South Korea this summer!
Becky Coulson, ISP Counselor, will retire.
Becky started her career at PCS in 2000
at the Vancouver campus. She joined
us at PCHS in 2006. Becky has guided
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and counseled hundreds of international
students at PCHS. Under her leadership,
98% of the ISP graduates were admitted
to colleges and universities throughout
the USA and world! We will greatly miss
“Mrs. Coulson” but we all wish her a
blessed and relaxing retirement!
During the 2011-2012 school year, ISP
students enjoyed providing FAB, Friends
Across Borders, events to reach out to
their PCHS American friends. Snow Day
at Mrs. Lampi’s house at Government
Camp was a favorite event involving 90
participants! The FAB events also included the annual soccer game, “America
vs the World”. It was a close match of
talent with the ISP world team winning
the game.
International Food Night was a delight
with a banquet of dishes prepared by the
ISP students. Entertainment was a colorful and dramatic Lion Dance! A fashion
show concluded the evening. The students
did a wonderful job of sharing their culture through food, fashion and activities.
2011-2012 has been a memorable year!
In the months of studying, activities and
events, we have welcomed ISP students
that accepted Jesus as their personal savior. What a blessing! Praise The Lord!
Thank you to all PC alumnae, administration, staff, and host families that contribute to the success of the International
Student Program at Portland Christian
High School. We look forward to next
year with hope and excitement.
–Sheila Tretter
International Student Program Director

Rose Schafer
Places Second in Jeopardy’s
National Teen Tournament

I

n the 2012
Winter/
Spring edition
of the REALS,
it was reported
that Rose
Shafer, a junior
at Portland
Christian
High, had
been selected as one of only 15 students
from over 20,000 contestants from across
the United States to participate on Jeopardy’s Teen Tournament.
When she was interviewed following the
final taping of the shows, the question was
asked of her, “How did you do?” With a
twinkle in her eye, she responded, “You’ll
just have to tune in on April 30th to find
out.”
Find out we did. “Congratulations Rose,
you were an amazing and a very poised
contestant. You represented your Lord,
your family and Portland Christian well.
We are proud of you and rejoice with
you.”

Portland Christian Names
New Head Basketball Coach

P

ortland
Christian
High School
recently named
a former Portland Trailblazer employee as
the new head
coach of their
championship

winning basketball team. Coach Erik
Lyslo boasts a very successful sports career, which includes having worked as one
of the three public relation liaisons for the
Trailblazers. While on staff, he assisted
in player appearances, Blazer Media Day,
and game nights.

next year for sure.”

Lyslo was also a staff coach at three different Nate McMillan basketball camps.
McMillan, who was the head coach of
the Portland Trailblazers until earlier this
year, often hosted basketball clinics for
local athletes.

–Taylor Luby (2008)

Lyslo said working with the Portland
Trailblazers gave him a chance to partner
with and learn from highly experienced
coaching staff. “Working for the Blazers
was a great opportunity,” Lyslo said. “I got
to be around some of the best coaches in
the world.”
Now Lyslo gets to bring that experience
to the Portland Christian Basketball
program, although, he says, he is respectful of what has already been put in place.
“There’s a lot of tradition and history
there already,” Lyslo said. “It’s been one
of the top programs on the 2a level for a
number of years.”
Despite his numerous experiences, which
also include working for Oregon Youth
Soccer Association, Oregon Sports
Authority, and currently the Portland
Timbers Major League Soccer Franchise,
Lyslo says coaching is his love. “For me
it was something I was missing,” Lyslo
said. “There was a passion there to coach
again.”
Lyslo says high school basketball programs, like the one at Portland Christian,
give him “an opportunity to get back out
there and coach.” He previously coached
high school basketball at Reynold’s High
School. “I have some good relationships
with the people there at [Portland Christian Schools],” Lyslo said. “It was a great
fit for me.”
In keeping with Portland Christian basketball’s winning history, Lyslo does have
big plans for his players with a strategy
based on defense. “It starts and ends with
defense,” Lyslo said. “We’re going to be
one of the best of the best defensive teams

Above all, Lyslo hopes to have a lasting,
personal impact on the players, both on
and off the court. “I want to challenge
our players daily,” Laslo said, “Spiritually,
mentally, and physically.”

The AD Speaks from the
Bleachers

I

was asked
the other
day how I
was feeling
about Portland
Christian’s
new head
varsity basketball coach.
Needless to
say and to
put it mildly, I am ecstatic. Taylor Luby
interviewed me last week and below are
printed the questions she asked and the
answers I gave to her. Before I go directly
to the interview, let me acknowledge the
results of PCH’s spring sports.
First: PCH girls took the first state title
in 2A track. After dominating all league
meets and the district meet, the girls track
team powered its way in all track and field
events to Portland Christian’s first ever
Oregon 2A Girls State Championship.
Second: PCH boys tried valiantly to capture their fourth first place in succession
at state but were not able to overpower the
Central Linn Cobra team.
Portland Christian Boys Place third in
Oregon 2A State Championship Meet.

Q. How do you feel about Coach Lyslo
coming to PC?
A. I’m thrilled to have the caliber of
person Coach Lyslo is working with our
young men. He brings a passion for development and training that will match up
well with our students who like to work
and give it their all on and off the court.
Q. What do you think he will contribute
to the program?
A. I’m really excited for our basketball
players to be under Coach Lyslos’ mentoring and training. He has been in and
around the highest level of basketball and
will be a tremendous coach to our boys
who want to develop and play at the next
level.
Q. What expectations do you have for this
year?
A. I expect our boy’s basketball team to be
very tough defensively and a lot of fun to
watch offensively. We play all of our home
basketball games at Multnomah University next season and expect the Royals fans
to come out in big numbers and support
both our girls and boys teams.
Q. What goals do you have for the basketball program?
A. High School sports is an amazing
avenue by which teamwork, leadership
and character development can take place
in young people. A goal for all our athletic
programs is to see young people grow and
develop into leaders with integrity and a
strong work ethic with a willing heart to
serve God and people.

Third: The baseball team finished second
in league and traveled to Klamath Falls to
play Lost River in the first round of state
playoffs. The Royals played with heart
but the Raiders prevailed and the baseball
season ended with this game. Both Coach
Key and Coach Jackson look forward to a
strong season in 2013.
Now to my interview with Taylor Luby
(2008):
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An impromptu luncheon was held at a local Troutdale restaurant to extend one last farewell and
expression of love and appreciation to colleagues who were departing the PCH faculty ranks.

Thank You to Those
Who Have Faithfully Served this School

D

aniel
Burnett
(1999), following Dr. Nancy
Parker, began
teaching music
at Portland
Christian in
2005. Building on the
strong tradition of excellence beginning
with Daisy Brownlee in 1951 and Bob
Barber in 1953, the Lord maintained this
standard of choral excellence at Portland
Christian schools through Daniel.

J

im Belcher,
Secondary
School Principal 2011-2012.
His son, Ben
graduated in
2012 from
PCH. Jim will
be returning to
China where
he will assume an administrative position
for a prestigious school in Beijing.

L

ori Farley
began
her Portland
Christian
teaching ministry in 1999 at
Clark County
Christian
teaching in
grades K, 1,
3. She taught 6th grade at the secondary
campus since her arrival at this location.
Lori’s daughter, Sydney graduated in 2011
from PCH.
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B

ecky Coulson began
her Portland
Christian
teaching
ministry in
2000 at Clark
County Christian where
she taught
first grade. She served on the secondary
campus as the ISP and middle school
counselor.

C

onnie
Hays has
taught at the
secondary
campus since
2002; one
year as an ISP
teacher and in
2003 took over
the teaching
responsibilities in the T-6. Connie served
on the PCS Board of Trustees in the
1990’s where she chaired the Education
Committee. All five of the Hays’ children:
Allison (2000), Julia (2002), Graham
(2004), Andrew (2006), and Fiona (2008)
are PCH grads.

H

olly
McBride
came to
teach Home
Management
class in 2002.
During this
time, Holly
also taught
a number of
ISP classes. Her sons, Patrick and Matt,
graduated in 2001 and 2004 respectively.

A

nn Croze
arrived
on campus to
teach health
and PE in
2006. Her
gracious spirit
extended far
beyond the
classroom as
Ann became the go-to first aid person at
all PC’S home games. She always made
certain that events were planned to assist
those who were in need among the teachers and staff, or simply to honor those to
whom special tribute was due. Her daughter, Meg graduated in 2008.

J

udy Canja
came to
Portland
Christian in
2010 to teach
advanced level
Spanish classes
and has made
a significant
contribution to
the foreign language program.

K

im Newman began coaching
under Athletic
Director, Rich
Remsburg in
1993. She left
the area for
a few years
returning in
2004 to teach biology and serve as head
of the science/math departments. Kim
will be teaching biology at Camas High
School. Her son, Gabe, graduated in
2012.

Prayer
Requests for

Graduates of Portland Christian are serving
in many areas of the world. Please send
names to PCS for inclusion in the next edition of the REALS.
❤ Russ Lambert (1954) OCI
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison (1954) SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers (1954) Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ John and Jean Sealy (1957) Krugers,
International Fellowship, Africa
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith (1958)
Sweeney, Sweeney Consulting Ministries
❤ Jaunita Phillips (1959) Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Neno Atkinson (1960) Love Thy
Neighbor Ministry to nursing home patients
❤ Chuck (1961) and Sally Keller,
Wycliffe
❤ David Smith (1961), New Zealand
❤ Virginia Bradley (1961) Cameroon,
Africa
❤ Jake and Marie Birch (1965) Penner,
Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander (1966) Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass (1967) Uruguay, Biblical
Ministries Worldwide
❤ Shan and Karen O’Gieblyn (1968)
Esson, Phillipines
❤ Mike Rice (1969) Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Don and Gretchen Barter (1970)
Cheney and family, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Pastor Alan Goetsch (1970) and family, Beyond the Cross Ministries, MO
❤ Dr. Carl (1971) and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt (1976) and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky (1977) and
family, Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel (1978) Salierno,
Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason (1978) and family,
Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner (1978), Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Pastor Brent Ralston (1979) and family, Phillipines
❤ Dan Brose (1979) and family, World
Relief Ministries, humanitarian aid from
the USA to the world

❤ Kari Keiser (1980) Carrico and family,
Japan
❤ Mike and Connie Patrick (1980)
Stillwater Stables Ministry, Ohio
❤ Kevin Bradley (1981) and family
Portland Rescue Mission
❤ Ron Lockwood (1982) and family,
Wycliffe, Germany
❤ Bob Lockwood (1984) and family,
Luis Palau Ministries
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick (1991) Noll
and family, Campus Crusade for Christ,
Global Aid Network
❤ Christina Walsh (1991) Firezar and
family, ministering from USA to Oradea,
Romania
❤ Karen Brewster (1992) Fangrad and
family, Creation Ministries, Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet (1992), RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan (1994) and Daryl Payne (1996)
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Monica Blackwell (1993) Brubaker
and family, Chi Alpha Ministries, UofO
❤ Duan Walker (1995), director of MidValley Fellowship
❤ Micah (1995) and Amy Stellar
(1995) Tuttle and family, Peru
❤ Janell Engeman (1995) Hartley and
family, OC Int’l., Swaziland, Africa
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Dr. John Schneider, Nursing-Home
Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel and family,
Director of Camp Hammer Christian
Ministries in California.
❤ Joe and Karin Anfuso, Forward Edge
Ministries
❤ Rev. Toni and Walter Gatlin, Octavia (1992) and Toni (1990) (former
teacher, parents and PCH grads) Love By
Example Ministry which gets the gospel
to street kids, the homeless, the poor and
needy families.
Thank you for keeping us updated on the
status of our men and women in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will
be kept on this prayer list.
❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard, (husband of Liz Phares (1994))
❤ AJ Alovera (1996) Marines
❤ Ensign Michelle Waldal (1998) Navy

❤ Mark Rummell (1998) Navy Blue Angels
❤ Jason Martin (1998) Army, Afganistan
❤ Matt Strange (1999), Naval Marine
Corpsman
❤ Sgt Andrew Haehlen (2000) Army
❤ Brian Poling (2001) Navy
❤ Cpt. Alex Esson (2002) Air Force, Korea
❤ Jonathan Rowlett (2003) Navy
❤ Jon Lackey (2003) Navy
❤ Ryan Dewey (2003) Air Force
❤ Mike Manus (2005) Navy Special Forces
❤ 2nd Lt Kyle Durant (2005) Marines
❤ John Rogers (2005) Navy
❤ Peter Khallaf Army
❤ 2nd Lt. Steven Parker (2005) Marines
❤ Nick Vago (2005) Army
❤ Michael Garrison (2006) Air Force
❤ Josh Manus (2007) Marines
❤ 2nd Lt Kevin Johnson (2007) Army
❤ J.C. Russell (2009) U.S. Naval Academy
General: Prayer and Praise for:
❤ Bill Buck, former director of community relations, living with non-arteric ischemic
retinopathy: has 80% loss of vision.
❤ Becky Coulson, PCS counselor that
her cancer would go back into remission.
❤ Ed Highman, PCES sixth grade
teacher for regained health following
cancer surgery.
❤ Doug TenKley, former parent and
board of trustees chair, for total remission
and healing of his brain cancer.
❤ Neno Atkinson (1960) for endurance
and that her electric reclining wheel chair
keeps operating for her ministry.
❤ Tom West (1971) will continue to do
well following removal of cancerous kidney.
❤ Will Barter (1976) who works at the
Snowy River Animal Rescue Ranch.
❤ Kirsten Lampi (1980) total healing
from B-Cell Lymphoma cancer and for
strength to work and parent Habtamu and
Zewditu.
❤ Jeff MacLardy (1987) continues to do
well following his kidney transplant.
❤ Yvonne Dick (1991) Noll’s daughter,
Maleena, is in treatment for leukemia.
❤ Steven Beaumont (2004) recently
diagnosed with Glioblastoma, an aggressive brain tumor.
❤ The family of Brett McLean
❤ PCS Faculty and Staff as they begin
the 2012-2013 school year
❤ PCS Board of Trustees
SUMMER 2012 17

News

From Our Missionaries

Diane Leichner (1953) Sievers

permanent address in Makinen, MN.”

PREP 4 Kids

D

iane shared at their May 19th brunch
that two former PREP4Kids teachers
have stepped forward to take on the role
of visiting classes next school year for encouragement, accountability, and to search
for interested parents to take leadership
in new schools. God is providing exactly
where we need it. Thank you for praying for those students in schools that are
closing: Humboldt, King and Mt Pleasant
that the Lord will raise up new PREP4Kids classes in their new schools. Also
uphold Fir Grove, Sherwood-Woodhaven,
Banks, and John Wetten that the needed
volunteers will come forth to lead classes
in these schools.

Russ (1954) & Sylvia
Lambert
OC International

RussLambert@oci.org.

R

uss and Sylvia share about the death
of their brother-in-law, Ary Velloso in
their July/August newsletter. The Velloso’s
were missionaries in Brazil for 42 years.
And as was said in their letter, “He embraced life with a fervor one does not often
see.” “With the passing of Ary, we are
reminded that life for us does not end here
on this earth. One day we will be together
again in heaven for eternity. May each one
of us live a life which exhibits a boldness to
live for Christ no matter what the cost.

Charles (1961) and Sally
Keller
Wycliffe

charles_keller@sil.org

T

he Kellers write, “After several months
in Cambodia, we are returning to our
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Shan and Karen O’Gieblyn
(1968) Esson

A

fter Alex (2002) got married in July
2010, we were wondering what to do
next with our lives. We headed to Faith
Academy in the Philippines. Shan has
been serving as a teacher of AP Psychology and Aviation Science. Karen has been
teaching business accounting classes and
together they have been holding down
the position of Assistant Principal on the
200 student high school campus. After
two years here on the campus, we feel the
Lord is leading us to look at a request from
Pacific Mission Aviation to fly their twin
engine Islander in Micronesia.
Alex and Katie are doing well. Katie is
teaching kindergarten in a charter school
near Ogden, UT. Alex has done extremely
well in the F-16. He is now completing
his training as an F-16 instructor pilot. In
three months he will be heading back to
Korea for a 6-month detachment. Katie
and Alex are not looking forward to this
time of separation. Thanks for praying for
the Esson family.

Brent Ralston (1979)
Visayan Island Ministries
The Philippines
ralstonbc@gmail.com

B

rent (Class of 1979) and Chris Ralston
write from the Island of Samar that
the Lord has sent Dommar and Jean
Garalza to minister in Calbayog City.
The young couple recently moved to this
city following graduation from a Manila
seminary in March. Dommar felt called to
return to his home province of Western
Samar to start a church and develop a
training center for pastors and Christian

leaders. As I met with Dommar in Manila
to listen to his testimony, God’s call on
his life and his vision for his ministry, I
realized that this young man could soon
become our key leader for the entire Island
of Samar.

Jason Overstreet ‘92

President of RESCUE Music
www.rescuemusic.com
rescue@rescuemusic.com

writes that their 2012 dates are
Jason
confirming but there are still a few open

dates that can be filled this year. Please
contact Jason at jasonoverstreet@rescuemusic.com. The group is in the process
of arranging and recording the remaining
songs to complete the “InDependence” album to be released soon. Thanks to all for
your support and prayers as we continue to
reach people around the world with God’s
love.

Micah (1995) and
Amy Stellar (1995) Tuttle
Serving the Lord in Peru
allofus@tuttlekids.com

I

n his River Trip Diaries, Micah writes:
the majestic Andes Mountains sloping down into the Amazon Jungle are a
spectacular sight to see as you dodge huge
whirlpools and shoot the rapids of the
Huallaga River. Fifteen brothers and I

were on our way to the bi-annual convention of river churches. These conferences
are always encouraging and looked forward to with great anticipation. Brothers
and sisters come from the surrounding
villages excited about the Bible teaching,
worship and fellowship that takes place.
After a few hours in the boat we spent
another hour or so in a 4x4. Mud flew, the
truck lurched and we all hung on for dear
life as our driver sped us down the bumpy
dirt road. Finally, we arrived at the village
where the conference was to take place:
“Papa Playa”.
We arrived safely but not without stiff
necks, sunburned arms and a thick coating
of dirt on our heads :) It was fun to be
greeted by the crowds of precious brothers
and sisters awaiting our arrival. We got
cleaned up as fast as we could and went
straight to the first meeting. I preached
Mark 14 to about 300 riveted people.
The Lord seemed to really work. We trust

in God’s promise that His word will not
return void!
There are a lot of fish in the river right
now. If you watch the shore at certain
spots you can see literally hundreds of fish
jumping out of the water at the same time.
We even had two fish jump right into our
boat as we motored along.

Dan & Marta Lewis
Light to the Nations
Hungary and Romania
lttn@ymail.com

O

Dr. John Schneider
(former PCH Bible teacher)

J

are imprinted on our souls and wisdom in
our hands. Thank you for your continued
prayers as I minister to those “on the edge
of eternity.”

Nursing Home Ministries

ohn writes “I love taking my grandchildren to care centers. As they pass out
hymn books, and talk with the elderly - in
those brief interactions, old and young
are in this life together, enjoying the
moment and smiling. Every hand I hold,
every prayer I offer, represents my lifelong
respect for the elderly. I observe the richness in their world even as their hands tell
me a bit about their past. God created us
to age this way as a reminder that our lives

ur focus for this July newsletter is
prayer for ourselves, and the summerministry teams from Hungary, Romania,
Belarus and the US. Specifically, we are
asking prayer for the Roma families and
church leaders living in Székelyhíd and
prayer for the things outlined below.
1. In bringing help to many poverty
stricken areas, there will be peace.
2. Language issues.
3. Building relationships.
4. Pastors in each country.
5. Traveling mercies over long and
dangerous roads.
6. All financial needs to be met.

Portland Christian Schools: Carry the Torch

O

n May 11, 2012, PCH Alumni,
parents, grandparents and friends of
Portland Christian Schools gathered at the
Sheraton Airport Hotel for PCS’s annual
fundraiser dinner. The program featured
a scene from “Anne of Greene Gables”
starring senior Sami Ruiz, winner of the J.
Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship. Also featured was Blair Hutchinson
(2006), teacher of Spanish at PCS and two
of her students, Anthony (7) and Madeline
(4) DeLucia.
Tim Phillips, keynote speaker, challenged
the guests to always pursue excellence in
education. Because Portland Christian
Schools offers programs of excellence, it is
worthy of our support.
We are thankful for the wide range of
Alumni support for Portland Christian
events.

I

The Webb Family

Mission Statement

t is the mission of Portland Christian Schools to educate students in the truth of God’s word in every area of
instruction and activity so that their lives may be transformed by the renewing of their minds.
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Reunions
Class of 1962

T

he honored Golden Graduates, The
Class of 1962, began its 50-years
celebration from Portland Christian by
being recognized during the 62nd Commencement exercises by fellow alumnus
and PCS Board Chair, Terri Flikkema
(1983). Upon arrival, members of the class
were greeted by the Alumni Council in the
reception area of New Beginnings Community Church.

For a number of years, the Class of 1962
has met annually during the summer for
dinner and to catch up on the past year’s
activities. This year the class will meet on
September 22nd to celebrate fifty years following graduation from Portland Christian High School.
They began arriving at New Beginnings
Community Church by noon. Enthusiastically greeting one another, they received

Back Row: John Hager, Jim Shields, Tom Porter
Front Row: Sandy Huss Hager, Mary Kious Brandom
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their specially designated name badges
prepared by the PCS Alumni Association
Council. This is one class that has remained in touch down through the years,
holding a reunion gathering annually.
Because this is their 50th Reunion celebration, many from out of town felt they had
to make a choice between attending commencement and the gathering planned for
September 22nd.

Back row: Wendell Pilger, Darrell Trueb [1952 but married to Ginger Leichner (1954 now with Jesus)], Bob Hall, Jim Kirkendall, Russ Lambert
Middle row: Thais Pilger, Evogene Atkinson Stephens, Camille Jamison, Lexis (Joyce) Ochsner Kirkendall,
Front: Marilyn Fullmer Norton

Class of 1954

M

embers of the class of 1954 were
joined by several from the class
of 1953 and 1952 as they marched into
Portland Christian’s 62nd Commencement following the GOLDEN GRADS
from 1962. Prior to graduation, these
classes met in the lobby of New Beginnings Community Church for a “meet
and greet” time together. Even though the
spread between the classes from 19521962 was 10 years, the connections from
class to class through friends and siblings
were strong and by the end of the day, all
were more than acquaintances; they were
first and foremost connected as Portland
Christian Alumni.
Following graduation, class members met
at a local restaurant for an early dinner
and to continue the fellowship begun at
graduation. On Sunday, the 10th of June
all the ones at graduation plus those who
weren’t able to attend joined together at
Wendell and Thais Pilger’s home on Mt.
Scott. Jeanne Lampi, Director of Alumni
had the pleasure of meeting with the
group and sharing the Portland Christian
School story from the early years until

today. Because of her longevity with the
school, she was able to tie in many people
and events from the past to the present.
While the food was wonderful, the precious moments of just visiting, learning
about one another’s work and where each
was on their life’s journey at this time,
made the fellowship sweet and memorable. Each had many, many blessings to
share, stories to tell and all rejoiced with
those who rejoiced. Each one also had
sorrow and heartache to share but in the
midst of difficult times, all found their
Lord Jesus faithful to carry them through.
Again came the reminder to be encouraged even though many had faced heavy
afflictions.
While classmates gathered together from
coast to coast and points between, it was
agreed that it was very good to stay in
touch either in person, letters, or through
electronic media. The time had passed all
too quickly and it was time to say farewell, “at least for now.”

Ron Boys [married to Evvie Corkum
(1953)] and Jim Kirkendall [married to
Lexis Joyce Ochsner (1954)]

Camille Jamison (1954)
and Bob Hall (1954)

Evvie Corkum Boys (1953),
Evogene Atkinson Stephens (1954)
and Camille Jamison (1954)
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UPCOMING
REUNIONS
Class of 1962
September 22, 2012 at
the home of Phil and Pat
Smith in Scotts Mills, OR.
Please contact pnpsmith4u@hotmail.com for more
information.

Class of 1972
Please contact Jeanne
Lampi at jeanne.lampi@
pcschools.org or call at
503-880-4603 if a reunion
has been planned or there
are those contemplating a
gathering.

Class of 1982
The reunion will take
place on September 15,
2012 at 5:00 p.m. at
Tommy O’s Restaurant,
Camas, Washington.

Class of 1987
Please contact David Scott
at tk0642@gmail.com
or contact Jeanne Lampi
if you are interested in
planning the PCHS 25th
reunion. David is interested in working with anyone
who might want to plan
this event.

Homecoming
October 19, 2012
PCH vs. Nestucca 7:00 p.m.

Alumni
Appreciation
Week
January 15-19, 2013
Jan. 15: PCSH vs. Vernonia
Jan. 18: PCHS vs. Knappa
Jan. 19: Alumni Basketball
Tournament
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Class of 1992

W

hat started out as a great effort by Rachel
Lewis Ulmer in Paris and picked up on by
Brian Remsburg in Saudi, became a reality on
July 20-21. Amber Celeste Zimmerman Graham
then grabbed the “ball” and organized a gathering
at a local venue in downtown Portland for Friday
evening.
Rachel and Brian received responses from many
of their 66 classmates, many of whom live in other
parts of the country or the world. Between both
events, the turnout was good and people simply
enjoyed spending time together.

The picnic at Rich and Sue Remsburg’s home in
Sandy was the perfect place for families to gather.
Children played, babies slept and parents caught
up on the past 20 years. Maryann and Brian
Remsburg were also very excited to let everyone
know about their new home in Skamania and that
even though they currently live in Saudi Arabia,
Oregon will always be their permanent home.
Thanks to all who were able to come, to those
who sent messages to the class and to those who
organized the weekend event. A special thanks to
Rich and Sue for their gracious hospitality.

Welcome back to Portland, Dr. Parker

R

eunions can take any sort of “shape or form”:
kindergarten reunions, eighth grade reunions,

basketball reunions, annual class reunions, “oldtime faculty” reunions, faculty reunions, choral
reunions, drama reunions, etc. In July, just such a
gathering was held to welcome Dr. Nancy Parker
back for a short visit to Portland. Dr. Parker
reports her children, nearly all of whom are PCS
alumni, and her husband are all doing well. As
the ladies went their separate ways, all agreed that
while the visit was all too brief, the fellowship
sweet and the bonds of friendship remained just
as strong today as when they were developed back
in 1995.

It’s Only My Opinion

F

ollowing are
some of the
responses to the
article in the 2012
Winter/Spring
edition of the REALS. Thank you
to those who responded. Because
so many of the
responses were similar, some have been condensed.

would not read the “rest of the story” on line.

1. Two indicated that they would read the
REALS on line if it were an on-line version only.

7. “Our grandchildren attend PCES as well as
our own connection as Alumni. This magazine is
very important to us.”

2. One response indicated that the since the current information as well as that from Alumni was
quite balanced, perhaps the school should fund
the entire REALS and requests for funds from
Alumni be entirely for specific projects such as a
building, financial aid, scholarships, etc.
3. The majority of responses (14) indicated that
they would not read the REALS if it were published as an on-line version only.
4.

The majority of responses indicated that they

5. The biggest frustration expressed was that
while they want to see as many pictures as possible, ALL want to see people identified. (This
response came from the 2000’s all the way back to
1954.)
6. “The minute the REALS Magazine comes
I sit down and read it cover to cover. There is no
TV or even electricity where I live and this publication connects me to my past and to Portland
Christian today.” (Received via text)

8. “Thank you all for your efforts. I feel as
though I really know the school as it is now.”
9. Because of the REALS, I am now regularly
attending sports events. The older I get, the more
precious my past becomes.”
10. “Oh no. Please do not make the REALS
on-line only. I keep it in my car and when I get an
extra, I keep it on the coffee table to show to my
guests.”

Grateful to the Lord
for Your Gifts to the
Alumni Association
The J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship
and the REALS are totally
dependent upon the gifts
of the Lord’s people. The
Lord is providing abundantly for the scholarship
fund and not one issue of
the REALS has gone unfunded. We can only say,
“Give thanks with a grateful heart.” We appreciate
your gifts. All funds donated to the PCS Alumni
Association are placed in a
designated fund and will
be used at your direction
for the production of this
magazine or funding the
J. Robert Barber Scholarship Fund. Your gifts are
gratefully received and
are receipted immediately.
Thank you.
J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship
Gifts:
• Richard Barber (1962)
• Jeanne Lampi
Gifts to the Portland
Christian Schools
Alumni Association and
the REALS Magazine:
• Dick and June Venoble
Corkum (1959)
• Eric Davis (1988)
• Jeffery DeHaven

Becky Scruggs (1977) with the Lord

A

s this edition of the REALS was on its way to
print, we learned of the homegoing of Becky
Scruggs (1977). Her sisters Ruth (1978) and Susan (1980) along with brother, Pete, all attended
Portland Christian Schools. Becky’s service was

held at Central Bible on August 2, 2012.
An In Memoriam piece will appear in the fall edition of this magazine.

• In Memory of
Clarence Lacy
• Vienna Mendenhall
Lucas (1972)
• Robert Sinnema (1981)
• Phil Reynolds (1959)
• Jeanne Lampi
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Thank you for your help!
It is Board of Trustees policy that the school and all auxiliary organizations operate within the confines of a balanced budget. The majority of the cost of producing
this magazine must be underwritten by alumni and friends of Portland Christian
Schools. Therefore, contributions sent to the Association designated for production
of the REALS magazine are greatly appreciated.
				
–the PCS Alumni Association Council

I would like to support the production of the REALS
EST. 1947

ONE TIME GIFT: $____________
MONTHLY: ❑ $10 ❑ $25 ❑ $50 ❑ Other: $____________
Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-mail:
Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni
Association and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make your gift using one
of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-256-3960 ext. 271 to make your donation.
PLEASE let her know the funds are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax
deductible and are immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-256-3960, ext 267 or
503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at: jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up this
edition of the REALS under the
alumni tab!
BOARD of TRUSTEES
Terri Flikkema (1983), Chair
Jeff Arntson

Tim Brunner

Kari Egger

Steve Nagai

Chris Wagner

Shellee Wisenbaker

Elo Wobig

Scott ----

ADMINISTRATION
Annette Johnson (1982), Superintendent
Rhonda Rogers, PCES

Jim Hill, PCHS

Sheila Tretter, ISP
Dana Larson, Athletics/Facilities
Dr. Shawn Jones, Counselor
Jeanne Lampi, Alumni

It is the mission of Portland Christian Schools to educate students in the truth of God’s word in every area
of instruction and activity so that their lives may be transformed by the renewing of their minds.

