The INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMME at LAMAR ACADEMY

THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

IB at LAMAR ACADEMY MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the International Baccalaureate Programme at Lamar Academy is to educate
all students to become lifelong learners and caring, productive citizens
in an ever-changing global society.
Through the employment of inquiry, community, and technology in a comprehensive,
academically rigorous program of studies, students will develop into more knowledgeable
individuals who understand the value of culture and open-mindedness
in promoting a more peaceful world.
1009 North 10th Street, McAllen, Texas 78501

Phone 956-632-2825 or 956-632-3222

Fax 956-971-4385

Life in the 21st century, in an interconnected, globalized world,
requires critical-thinking skills and a sense of international-mindedness,
something that International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme students
come to know and understand.
The IB Diploma Programme at
Lamar Academy opened its doors
in 2001. Since then, over 99% of
the graduates have obtained the IB
Diploma; a rate higher than the
global, national, and state
averages. Through the IB
curriculum, students develop and
hone the skills necessary for their
future university studies,
community service, and life-long
learning.
What is the IB Diploma
Programme (DP) curriculum?

In addition to these six courses,
students are responsible for
meeting three core requirements.
Core Requirements:
• Theory of Knowledge: a
critical thinking course that
helps students understand the
nature of knowing.
• Extended Essay: a 4,000 word
research essay relating to a DP
subject under study.
• Creativity, Action, Service:
activities that engage the
students in creative, active, and
service-oriented experiential
learning (8 goal outcomes/150
hours).
What sets the IB DP apart?
• Internationally recognized
program
• Broad global curriculum that
helps students develop
intellectually, physically,
emotionally, socially and
ethically

The curriculum is comprised of
six required subject groups:
Group 1: Studies in Language
and Literature (English)
Group 2: Language Acquisition
(Second Language)
Group 3: Individuals & Societies
Group 4: Sciences
Group 5: Mathematics
Group 6: Arts

• Academic environment that
requires students to take an all
IB curriculum, therefore,
challenging students to develop
in all areas of academia
• Curricular design that allows
students to make connections
across disciplines
• Excellent preparation for
university studies
• Comprehensive community
service portfolio

To ensure a breadth of knowledge,
IB DP students choose one subject
from each of the first five groups.
DP students may also choose a
group 6 arts subject or a second
subject from groups 1-5 to
complete their six courses of
study.

• Common Application used by
many universities asks if
applicants are IB students

At least three and not more than
four subjects are taken at higher
level (HL), while the other subjects
are taken at standard level (SL).

• Universities want to know that
students are taking the most
challenging courses available

• Texas public universities award
24 credit hours, minimally, to
students earning an IB Diploma

Earning the IB Diploma
Internal Assessments: Diploma
students complete assessment
tasks in school, which are either
graded by teachers and then
external moderators or sent
directly to external examiners.
!
External Assessments: Diploma
students also take written
examinations at the end of their
junior and senior years in May.
These examinations are sent
around the world to external
examiners for scoring.
!
IB Grades/Points: The marks
awarded for each course range
from 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest).
Students can also be awarded up
to three additional points for their
combined results on theory of
knowledge and the extended essay
(awarded letter grades A - E).
!
IB assessments are criterionrelated, which means student
performance is measured against
pre-specified assessment criteria
based on the aims and objectives of
each subject curriculum.
!
Students must earn at least 24
points across the whole program,
with certain required minimums
based on HL and SL course
designations. Students must also
complete all requirements of the
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)
component. The highest total that
a Diploma Program student can be
awarded is 45 points.

“It is even clearer now that
the energy and dynamism we
need to succeed in this
program continues to exist in
our lives. The IB gave us
many of the tools we need to
navigate through life with
more ease.”
!
!
!
---Ludwig Barragan, Delta Class,
IB at Lamar Academy graduate, 2006
---excerpt from his speech at the IB
Americas Regional Conference in
Cancun, Mexico, 2012

Grade Weight/Ranking
!
!
!
!
In McAllen ISD, IB courses
receive the same weight as an AP
course. So core courses (English,
history, science, math) will earn
an extra 13 points because of their
rigor.
!
!
!
!
!
IB in McAllen ISD
!
!
!
!
Within McAllen ISD, Lamar
Academy serves as a satellite
campus that provides the
Diploma Programme to students
from all three of the district’s high
schools.
!
!
!
!
Because of this structure, students
attending IB at Lamar Academy
are students of record at each of
the McAllen high schools. IB
students who live outside of the
McAllen school district will be
assigned to a McAllen high
school as a student of record.
!
!
!
!
IB students must enroll at their
designated high school, IB
students are ranked with the
graduating class at their
designated campus, and IB
students participate in athletics,
fine arts, UIL, and the graduation
ceremony with their designated
schools.
!
!
!
!

Go Bulldogs!
!
Go Mustangs!
!
!
Go Warriors!

Structure
School day begins at 8:00am
and ends at 4:00pm
!
Alternating Block Schedule
Structure
! with designated
!
! A day
! and
B day class schedules
90 minute class periods
4 classes per day
Small student body
Grades 9-12
Bus transportation between
home campus and Lamar
Academy is provided after
every class period

Applying to the Diploma
Programme!
!
!
!
!
!
!
All McAllen ISD students
entering grade 11 may apply for
the Diploma Programme at
Lamar Academy. Rising juniors
from schools outside of the
McAllen school district may also
apply.
!
!
!
!
Applications are available
beginning in November on the
Lamar Academy website.
!
The application is composed of
four parts: letters of recommendation; semester grades; state exam
scores; writing and math samples.
The deadline for receipt of all
application materials is in
February.!
!
!
!
!
!
!
After consideration of these four
components, students are
notified of their invitation to the
Diploma Programme in April.
!
!
!
!
Students must accept or decline
the invitation within a specified
time frame.!
!
!
!
Shadowing: Interested students
may request a shadow day at
Lamar Academy to visit classes
with a current IB student.
Students should email the IB
Coordinator to schedule a date
during the months of February
and March. The visit may be
scheduled for a half day or an
entire day.
!
!
!
!

Diploma Programme Requirements
GROUP

SUBJECT AREA

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

1

Studies in
Language and
Literature
Language A:
Literature

Individual Oral Commentary
Individual Oral Presentation
World Literature I Paper
World Literature II Paper

Paper 1: Literary commentary
Paper 2: Essay
Written Assignment: reflective statement and
essay

2

Language
Acquisition
Language B:
Spanish or French

Individual Oral
Interactive Oral activity

Paper 1: Receptive Skills
Paper 2: Written Productive Skills
Written Assignment: receptive and written
productive skills

3

Individuals and
Societies

Historical Investigation Paper (20 hours)

Paper 1: Three prescribed subjects/choice of 1
Paper 2: Five topics/2 extended responses
Paper 3: 3 extended responses

Report of experimental study conducted by
student, including statistical analysis

Paper 1: 3 compulsory questions and one
extended response
Paper 2: 1/SL or 2/HL extended responses
Paper 3: (HL only) 3 compulsory questions
using stimulus

Sciences
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Practical work comprised of short and long
term investigations

Paper 1: Multiple Choice
Paper 2: Data-based and extended response
questions
Paper 3: Short answer questions on selected
optional topics

5

Mathematics
Mathematical
Studies

Project - individual work involving data
collection or measurement and analysis/
evaluation of data or measurements.

Paper 1: 15 compulsory short responses
Paper 2: 6 compulsory extended responses

5

Mathematics
Mathematics

Mathematical Exploration: Individual
written investigation into an area of
mathematics

Paper 1: Compulsory short response and
extended response questions, no calculator
Paper 2: Compulsory short response and
extended response questions
Paper 3: (HL only) Compulsory extended
response questions

6

The Arts
Visual Arts

Selection of student’s studio work is
presented

Selection of pages from student’s investigation
workbook is presented.
Student interview on submitted works.

6

The Arts
Theatre

Theatre performance and production
presentation: oral presentation with images

Research investigation with supporting
visuals
Practical performance proposal: 250 word
proposal with supporting visuals (and
report--HL only)

History
3

Individuals and
Societies
Psychology

4

Group 4 Project (interdisciplinary) and
Group Presentation

Independent project portfolio on
independent project
CORE

Theory of
Knowledge (TOK)

10-30 minute presentation of contemporary
knowledge issues, including submission of
planning and self-evaluation documents

4,000 word essay focused on one of the six
subject areas chosen by the student (40 hrs)

Extended Essay
Creativity, Action,
Service (CAS)

Marissa M. Sarabando, IB Coordinator
Marissa.Sarabando@mcallenisd.net
Lamar Academy
http://www.lamar.mcallenisd.org

Essay on a prescribed title (1200 - 1600 words)

Activities over 18 months that demonstrate
creativity, action, and service and meet 8
specific outcomes (approximately 150 hours).
Students will also complete a collaborative
CAS project (minimum 25 hours, addressing at
least 2 elements of CAS).

!

!

!

!

!

!

Cindy Pena, Head of School
Cindy.Pena@mcallenisd.net
IB Organization
!
www.ibo.org

