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PARENTS NEWSLETTER, MARCH 2018
Dear St. Patrick Academy Families,
As we head towards the end of the 3rd Quarter on April 2nd, we welcome the first sweet signs of
Spring and wave farewell to another wild Winter.

2017-18 School Calendar
Please note the following dates and times on your calendar at home:
•

Friday, March 30: Good Friday – NO SCHOOL

•

Sunday, April 1: EASTER

•

Tuesday, April 3: 4th Quarter Begins

•

Friday, April 6: Spring Fling
All students are invited to our annual school dance to celebrate the beginning of spring. The
dance is held in our gym from 6:00 to 10:00pm

•

Monday through Friday, April 16-20: SPRING BREAK

•

Thursday, April 26: Dress-Down Day
Students can dress down for the day by making a $2 donation to The Little Sisters of the
Poor.

•

Friday, April 27: Junior-Senior Prom
This year’s prom will be at Madeira’s Restaurant, East Providence, RI, from 6:00 - 10:30pm.

•

Friday through Sunday, May 4-6: Senior Class Retreat
The senior retreat will be held at the Mother of Life Center in Chepachet, RI.

New Applications for 2018-19: Applications are now being accepted for all grades, 9-12,
for the 2018-19 school year. Our Admissions Committee is processing these applications as the
student records come in from their current schools. We contact the parents of these applicants to
schedule interviews only after we receive the applicant’s school records.
So far, we have received 84 applications for the 25 seats in next year’s 9th grade class. Our
Admissions Committee has processed more than 60 competitive applicants and we have accepted
25 students for this August’s incoming freshman class, 21 of whom are registered.
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2nd Quarter Honor Roll
Congratulations to the following 28
students who achieved Honor Roll
status for the 2nd Quarter, 2017-18:
Highest Honors (GPA, 4.0 and up)
Camila Uriona, 12
Shakira DaGraca, 11
Diego Cante, 9
High Honors (GPA, 3.7-3.99)
Franklin Disla, 12
Amy Hidalgo, 11
Joanah Imarhiagbe, 11
Victoria Fuller, 10
Angelica James, 10
Sofia DelaCruz, 9
Ashley Diaz, 9
Fernando Ibanez, 9
Alicia Martinez, 9
Honors (GPA, 3.3 – 3.69)
David Bardales, 12
Leonel Caro, 12
Julissa Carrera, 12
Tomas Fernandez, 11
Angela Gonzalez, 11
Wilianies Guzman, 11
Nathalie Martinez, 11
Paola Perez-Hidalgo, 11
Amanda Solano, 11
Isabel Arnaut, 10
Angel Benitez, 10
Moeisha Joseph, 10
Matthew Keokhaw,10
Luvince Tilus, 10
Ryan Joseph, 9
Martha Salvatierra, 9

If you know families who are interested in applying, it is not too
late, as we will be processing applications through the spring –
but the sooner, the better! Have them call us at 421-9300 or
direct them to our website at www.stpatrickacademyri.com.
Applications for open seats in next year’s Grades 10 & 11 are
also being accepted.

Re-Registration for 2018-19: For the
parents of our current students who have not
yet re-registered for next year, we have
enclosed a 2018-19 re-registration form for
your child. Please complete and return this
form to assure that your child has a seat for
next year’s class.
We remind you that all families re-applying for next year must
complete the online FACTS Grant and Aid form each year. We
use this information to determine your family’s need for tuition
assistance. We will only be accepting the online version of
the FACTS form, which you can find at
www.factstuitionaid.com. For those who need assistance with
completing the FACTS form, please call the school to make an
appointment with Mr. Raymond and we will tell you what you
need to bring with you. If you have a question or problem, call
us at 401-421-9300.

Preparations for 2018-19
In the next few weeks, we will be contacting you to complete a
tuition agreement and lunch application for the 2018-2019
school year. We are still waiting to hear about diocesan financial
aid awards; when we do, we will contact you to make an
appointment with you.

Soon you will be receiving information
about ordering textbooks for loan from
your city or town for the next school
year. If you are a resident of
Providence or East Providence, you
do not need to do anything about the
loan of textbooks for your child. St.
Patrick Academy deals directly with those two city school departments regarding student
textbooks.
If you are a resident of a different city or town, you must contact your local public-school
department and follow their instructions for obtaining the textbook loans for your child. Later
this spring, you will receive a list of all the books we will be using for each subject. Your city or
town will also receive this list. Each city or town conducts their textbook loan program
differently, so it is important that you contact your local school department at the end of this
school year.
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Student of the Month
Dakarai Semedo, Grade 11, was selected by the faculty as
February’s Student of the Month. The criteria for nominating
a student include positive attitude, Christian charity,
consistent effort, respect for self and others, and successful or
improving academic performance.
The teachers who nominated and supported Dakarai for this
award did so because of his determination to improve
academically, especially in math. One teacher wrote that she
supported him “for his incredibly hard work in bringing up all
his grades.” Others cited him for his respectful and humble
attitude, his politeness to faculty, staff and peers, and for his
cooperative spirit.
Dakarai has been a member of the Chess Club. He resides in
Providence with his parents.

RenWeb
If you are having problems accessing or using RenWeb, please call us at 421-9300 or email our
IT Coordinator, Mark Luzzi, at mluzzi@stpatrickacademyri.org.

Campus Ministry
On Friday, March 9th, the junior class went to the Capitol Ridge
Senior Living Center for a service retreat. They provided the seniors
with a St. Patrick's Day Party, including Irish music and
refreshments. The students were well received by the residents, with
smiles and much gratitude. Many of the students learned about the
past from those residents who lived it and were willing to share their
stories. It was a great experience for our students to listen to their
elders and for them to be heard. The students were able to see joy,
sorrow and happiness in the faces of these residents who, through
their stories, taught our students to overcome hardships and learn
from them.
On Friday, March 16th, our Faculty & Staff Retreat was held at the
Betania II Spiritual Life Center in Medway, MA. It was led by Fr. Joseph Brice, assistant pastor
at St. Augustine Parish, Providence. The topic was Maintaining Catholic Identity in Education.
There was a true sense of fellowship among the faculty and staff as we listened to Fr. Brice and
discussed ways to apply his message towards the improvement of our school community.

Athletics Department
Boys’ and Girls’ Outdoor Track & Field practices have begun for
the new season. Coach Brian Rodrigues is returning to coach the
team for his second year.
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The Team members include Seniors Nyree Sylvia, Yugerny Toribio, Franklin Disla and
Leonel Caro; Juniors Paola Perez-Hidalgo, Amy Hidalgo, Amanda Solano, Shakira
DaGraca and Bensley Joseph; Sophomores Moeisha Joseph and Angel Benitez; and Freshmen
Nathalie Abreu, Sofia DelaCruz, Ashley Diaz, Salma Disla and Nacada Perry.
The first Track & Field Meet of the season is set for April 2nd at LaSalle Academy @ 4:00pm.
Visit the following link for all Outdoor Track & Field events and schedule details:
http://www.rhodeislandinterscholasticleague.org/public/genie/267/school/765/date/2018-0401/view/week/

Development Office
We are grateful to those of our supporters who have joined the new Adopt-A-Student Program,
and we are hopeful that this program will continue to grow. Details about the program are
available on our website at www.stpatrickacademyri.com.
Thank you to the current sponsors in our Adopt-A-School Program:
Immaculate Conception Church (Cranston)
Mr. and Mrs. Joe and Kathy Murray
The Columbus Club of North Providence
Picerne Charitable Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Paul and Erin Ruggieri
Roger J. Bertrand Scholarship Fund
The Achudan Ananatha-Krisnan Memorial Scholarship
Collectively, these sponsors provide partial scholarships for 18 students. Those students have
written letters to their sponsors, and these sponsors and students will have a chance to meet each
other at a reception after a Mass in May. We will have more details on that event in next
month’s newsletter.

Guidance News
Congratulations to the Class of 2018! So far, our 15 seniors have been accepted to 30 colleges
and universities and we are not done yet. Some applications are still out, which means more
possible acceptances.
Once all the results are in and financial aid awards have been received,
it is time to narrow the list down to one. Students and families need to
examine their financial aid awards from each school and determine
which school is the best fit academically, socially and financially.
Choosing a college should not be based solely on the financial aid
award. The school that gave you the most financial assistance may not
be the school that is the best fit.
Whichever school a student chooses to attend, he/she must send a
deposit to that school no later than May 1st – national deposit day. The deposit tells the college
or university that the student will be enrolling at that school and it reserves the student’s place at
the school. If a deposit is not sent to the college or university, the school will give that student’s
place to someone else.
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Please read all the information that is in his or her acceptance packet and encourage your child to
do so, too. There is a lot of information in the packet, some of which may require a response
from you or your child.
Important Dates
National College Fair – Tuesday, April 10, 2018, 5:30 to 8:30pm, at the Rhode Island
Convention Center. Admission is free and open to the public. More than 200 colleges and
universities will be participating. Interested juniors and sophomores should register in advance
at www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/providence/
The Junior Class will be attending the Catholic School College Fair on Wednesday, April 11,
2018 from 9:00 to 11:00am, at LaSalle Academy.

Student Council
St. Patrick Academy participated in the annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 10th. About 35
students and eight faculty and staff members marched
behind the school banner along the 1½-mile parade route
from Elmhurst St. to the RI State House (photo, left).
After the parade, the Student Council hosted a Faculty vs.
Student Basketball Game in the gym. In addition to those who walked in the parade, another
15-20 students and faculty gathered for this annual competition. Playing for the Faculty-Staff
Team were Principal Bruce Daigle, Dean of Student Life Charles Toste, girls’ basketball Coach
Ryne Rewers, boys’ basketball Assistant Coach John Arcaro, teacher Marlyn Batista, cafeteria
worker Franklin Batista and his son John, alumni Momolu Akoiwala and Corey Rebollo, and
ten-year old Jack Proulx, son of teacher Ashley Proulx.
The Student Team was comprised of members of the
boys’ and girls’ basketball teams, including Keith
Wilson, Shakira DaGraca, Ryan Joseph, Moeisha
Joseph, Victor Rodriguez, Isabel Arnaut,
Emanuel Aguilar, Victoria Fuller, Jireh Falaye,
Paola Perez-Hidalgo, Ebenezer Falaye and
Luvince Tilus. Senior Yugerny Toribio served as
referee, and seniors Injania Berdugo and Nyree
Sylvia were timekeepers. Spectators also enjoyed
the Senior Class-sponsored bake sale during the game (which the Faculty-Staff team won!).
The next event for the Student Council is the Spring Fling dance, to be held on Friday, April 6th,
from 6:00 to 10:00 pm in the school gymnasium. Council members are busy planning
decorations and organizing the dance, which is open to all students. Admission is $3.00, to be
paid at the door.

National Honor Society
The National Honor Society (NHS) is the nation's premier organization established to recognize
outstanding high school students. More than just an honor roll, NHS serves to recognize those
students who have demonstrated excellence in the four pillars of the National Honor Society:
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scholarship, leadership, service, and character. These characteristics have been associated with
membership in the organization since its beginning in 1921. St. Patrick Academy is in its sixth
year of membership in the National Honor Society.
We are pleased to announce plans for the induction of five juniors into the St.
Patrick Academy National Honor Society: Shakira DaGraca, Tomas
Fernandez, Angela Gonzalez, Joanah Imarhiagbe and Amanda Solano.
These students have demonstrated a willingness to spend the necessary time to
cultivate his/her mind in the quest for knowledge, the initiative to lead others,
the readiness to work for the benefit of others, and the character traits of
responsibility, trustworthiness, caring and citizenship in all of their actions.
The current St. Patrick Academy NHS members are planning the induction
ceremony, which is scheduled for 1:30pm on Thursday, April 26th, 2018. All students and
faculty will be invited along with friends and family.

Health & Safety
Mr. Bill Dapont, School Nurse, will be sending out consent forms in next month’s newsletter for
our final immunization clinic in May. These clinics are free and held at the school for your
convenience. It’s important that students are up to date with required immunizations for
everyone’s health and well-being.

Library News
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! In honor of the feast day of St.
Patrick, the library celebrated this religious and civic holiday by
creating library displays.
Data-Based Instruction: The library is investigating data-based
instruction in which students’ current level of understanding will
be assessed before they are taught about the subject. In one of
the upcoming sessions, Ms. Islam will be collaborating with
Mrs. Stevens, technology instructor, to teach the students on
digital presentation tools besides PowerPoint. Students will take a survey to assess their
knowledge about different presentation tools, how to create a visually appealing and effective
presentation, and the benefits of presenting information through various methods.
Upcoming Events: In the month of April, the library will be purchasing new books for next year.
All faculty, staff, students and parents are highly encouraged to share their book
recommendations with Ms. Nida Islam, librarian (401-421-9300, ext. 26). The library will also
be sending out a survey to everyone soliciting their views on the library. Your opinion matters!

Class Acts
Juniors in Mrs. Proulx’s Holocaust Studies class benefited from a cross-curricular lesson when
Ms. Nida Islam, school librarian, taught a lesson about ‘fake news’ and how to identify it.
Students had just finished learning about how Hitler’s Nazi Party used propaganda so effectively
in 1930s Germany. Ms. Islam created an interesting lesson in which students applied the skills
they learned in their propaganda unit to real-life situations they face today. Using those skills,
they were able to analyze a variety of current news pieces to determine if they were fact-based or
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based on false information, a skill they can continue to utilize both in and out of the classroom. A
big thank you to Ms. Islam for taking the time to offer such a valuable learning experience to our
students!
Juniors in the U.S. History II class recently completed their study of
imperialism and the United States becoming a world power. During
this unit, students analyzed political cartoons that were created during
this time. As part of their culminating assessment, students were
tasked with creating their own political cartoons using the same
techniques artists use, including symbolism, exaggeration, irony, and
analogy. Students could choose from a variety of topics covered in the
unit such as the annexation of Hawaii, the Spanish-American War,
Theodore Roosevelt’s “big stick” diplomacy, the Panama Canal, and
others. Shown here (photo, left) is Angel Cruz’s political cartoon, a
play on the modern card game Yu-Gi-Oh depicting American
interaction in Cuban independence with the Teller Amendment and
Platt Amendment.

As we approach the highest of holy days, the Easter commemoration of Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead, we pray for God’s graces and blessings on you and your family! Please don’t hesitate
to call us if you have any questions or concerns.
God bless,

Bruce Daigle
Bruce Daigle
Principal
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