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SSUNS Stands Apart From
Other Model UN Trips
By: Lucas Carsky-Wilson
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hung out at the Holiday Walk.
The conference began as any other: a procession of committee chairmen and chairwomen being introduced to
mediocre pop music. But as it continued, the SSUNS
Model United Nations Conference proved to be far removed from the ordinary Model UN conference.
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For starters, this conference was in Canada. Hosted by
McGill University in Montreal, SSUNS, or the Secondary
Schools’ United Nations Symposium, is the only conference Hopewell Valley Model UN attends outside of the
United States.
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Starting out from our home base at the Hotel Bonaventure, the club was lucky enough to have an extra day in
the city, which we explored thoroughly. Besides the five
tourist shops that all sold the exact same souvenirs, we
found ourselves at a store so Canadian I could barely
keep from laughing: a gourmet Maple Syrup Shop. But
our amusement turned to wonder as the chef gave us
sample after sample, everything from five different
grades of maple syrup to maple butter, maple jam, maple
tea and maple dressing. And we definitely weren’t laughing when we spent a combined almost 300 Canadian dollars on various treats.
Continued on page 2
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and girls’ soccer did this season.

Concentrated
Study Spotlight:
Théo Evans
By: Sarah Voorhees

Senior Théo Evans said his relationship with the violin started as one of
convenience. He was six years old
when his music teacher introduced
him to the violin.

are working on in class and outside of
“I liked music,” Evans said, “and it was class. The journal is evaluated midthe first instrument I had any signifi- year.”
cant interaction with.”
When asked about these requireEvans joked that if he had been intro- ments, Evans said the expectations
duced to the kazoo by his music teach- taught him to “always be responsible
er, he “probably would have picked up and keep on top of things.” He exthe kazoo.”
plained that during sophomore year,
he often fell behind on deadlines,
But what started as a casual attraction which only caused him more problems
to the violin has blossomed into some- down the road.
thing much more passionate. This is
Evans’ third year doing a concentrated To anyone considering starting a constudy on violin.
centrated study of the violin, Evans
says, “make sure you’re willing to put
Evans took orchestra freshman year the time in and attend the rehearsals.”
and enjoyed the group dynamic. They’re time-consuming and if you
“When I was choosing classes for the aren’t fully invested, you won’t enjoy
following year, orchestra didn’t fit into yourself.
my schedule but I wanted to keep
playing with the group. I knew that Evans had nothing but positive things
several older students did that by tak- to say about our school’s concentrated
ing an independent study, so I asked studies program. “I think it’s a good
Ms. Morse about it and decided to do way to explore a subject if there’s no
the same,” Evans explained.
class available or you can’t fit a class in
your schedule,” he said.
Judith Morse, the school’s orchestra
teacher, is Evans’s advisor. Ms. Morse While it seems likely that Evans would
explained the requirements of Evans’s have made significant contributions to
program, saying, “The concentrated our school’s music department regardstudy students in orchestra are re- less of which instrument he played,
quired to keep a time log and detailed we’re all very glad that his elementary
daily journal along with documented school didn’t offer kazoo lessons.
recordings of the selections that they

MUN… Continued from page 1

Canada, had on the US election. In many ways, they
seemed more morose than we were over the outMontreal also proved Canada’s reputation as a nicer come.
America, sporting clean streets, abundant greenery, a
huge underground system, and no useless one cent One Canadian woman explained, “We just finished
coins. The heated underground system of shops and with Stephen Harper, a prime minister who was a lot
byways proved especially useful as the temperature like Trump, but quieter. For years he silenced the scicame in three settings: cold, windy, and all of the ences, worked behind the scenes to tear the rug out
above.
from under climate change. I’m afraid for the future
if a country as powerful as America has a similar man
What made this particular SSUNS trip even more in- in office.”
teresting was its date: November 9th, one day after
the election. (We promise we didn’t plan to leave for Our shock of the elect of President Trump aside,
Canada the day after Trump’s election.) Though the SSUNS was an eye-opening trip, a glimpse of our
confirmation of Trump as president-elect did put a neighbor to the north - as well as a great Model UN
bit of a damper on the trip, it was quite intriguing the conference.
amount of interest foreigners, especially those in
Page 2

The Bulldog Reporter

Success at HV
Talent Show
By: Madeline Taska Carleton

formance of Billy Joel’s “The Longest Time.” The “Most
Musical” award went to seniors Veronique Shaftel and Bryan
Hill (a duo known as Sombrero) for their duet “Over You.”
Senior Rhea Yadav, sophomore Maeve Merzena, and sophomore Madeline Carleton won the “Show Stopper” for their
Bollywood/Classical Indian dance to “Pinga.”

Marimba music, Indian dances, and a lip-synching band playing Guitar Hero instruments… This is just a taste of the The winner of the final award of the night was decided by
many great acts performed in this year’s Hopewell’s Got the audience. Three acts were nominated, and the act that
received the most applause was given the “Audience Choice”
Talent show.
award. The award went to “Girl on Fire”, sung by freshman
The show provides an opportunity for our students to show- Geneviéve Shaftel accompanied by her sister Veronique.
case special skills that might not be seen in school plays, mu- Other nominees included senior Alex Glover’s Marimba Solo
sicals, and other theatre productions. Mr. Randy White, (Katamyia) and junior Dalton Buda’s Beatbox Freestyle.
CHS choir director and producer of Hopewell’s Got Talent,
was thrilled by the diversity from act to act. “I think that the The night was a success; all students who participated gave
thing I enjoyed the most was the extreme variety of acts peo- outstanding performances. Better yet, the fun will continue
ple brought in. Being able to see the different talents that next year! Mr. White is changing Hopewell’s Got Talent to
people have outside of school that they never have a chance an annual event, instead of alternating from year-to-year
to share., and meeting students from the school I didn’t with the Faculty Musicale. “It’s good for us to have a chance
for all students in the school, every year, to perform. I think
know yet.”
making it an annual thing will encourage everybody to have
The secret panel of judges revealed on the night of the show an act prepared that they would want to share.” The Faculty
included Vice Principal Ms. Tricia Pinelli, Performing Arts Musicale, however, will continue to occur every other year.
teacher Ms. Katherine Rochon, Dance teacher Ms. Gabrielle Mr. White believes that “Mr. Griffin will probably schedule
Cook, and Supervisor of Visual and Performing Arts Mr. other events… to alternate with the Faculty Musical.”
Peter Griffin. At the end of the show, they honored five acts
Congratulations to all who performed and helped out with
for their performances.
Hopewell’s Got Talent this year. A big “Thank You” also
The “Most Professional” award went to XAM’s performance goes out to the audience, who not only was very respectful
of “Pick Up the Pieces.” Sophomores Jimmy Waltman, Koji throughout the night but also helped raise money for the
Sakano, Caleb Bagley, and Owen Harrison won the “Sweep CHS Choir Department by purchasing $5 admission tickets.
You Off Your Feet” award for their barbershop quartet per-

Hopewell Seniors Give
Back to Community

ject to brighten a kid’s day. “[It’s] a way
to give back and help our community,”
he said.

By: Skyler Rossi

The book drive started on December 2,
and will be running until December 22.
You can bring your donations to the
media center and put them in the boxes
under the sign near the Math Recitation
room.

Do you have books sitting around your
house that are just collecting dust? Instead of using them as a coaster, bring
them into school to donate to a good
cause.
Senior Dylan Markulec and his Global
Public Service class have started a book
drive in the media center. All donations
go to Christine’s Hope for Kids, a nonprofit charity that helps underprivileged
kids in Mercer County.

Also, donators can enter their name in a
raffle for the chance to win a gift card.
Whether you have a whole library’s
worth of books, or just one, consider
donating to this charity just in time for
the holiday season!

Markulec and his class started this proThe Bulldog Reporter
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From left to right: Jack Heinzel, Noam Miller, Katherine Lee, Nicole Wei, Nicholas Pietrinferno, and Julia Rubin

Science Club Goes to
MIT Splash

buildings at MIT are connected through underground
tunnels or above-ground bridges. It's fascinating to look
into all the labs to see what MIT is developing for our
future.”

By: Sophia Lo

Sophomore Nicole Wei also liked having the chance to
tour MIT and parts of Boston. She mentioned, “I went to
MIT Splash because it seemed like a great opportunity to
meet other people and learn some new things. It was also
a good chance to check out the campus. MIT Splash is
really like going to actual college classes, and you can ask
the teachers, who are usually MIT students, what it's like
to attend [the college]. So if you're interested in applying
to MIT, this would be a great experience.”

Have you ever wanted to learn how to play the harmonica? Or maybe you’re more interested in a class on quantum mechanics, followed by a discussion on the history
of science fiction and fantasy shows. Whether you’re a
budding author or planning for a career in neuroscience,
MIT Splash has the class for you.
On November 18, seven students from Science Club went
to Boston to attend MIT Splash. MIT Splash is a weekend
of classes hosted by MIT students. These classes cover a
wide variety of topics in the sciences and humanities.
These classes include hands-on activities (such as chocolate-making!), discussions with other students, and lectures.
Although the creative and unique classes are memorable,
the best parts of MIT Splash aren’t limited to the classroom. When asked about what he enjoyed about the trip,
senior Noam Miller said, “My favorite experience was
navigating MIT's campus in between classes. Many of the
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After coming back from MIT Splash, Science Club will
start preparing for their Science Olympiad competition,
which takes place in January. There, Hopewell will compete against other New Jersey high schools. Competitive
events involve taking tests, performing experiments, and
building models and vehicles.
Science Club will also compete in Science League and
perform their own experiments during club meetings.
If you’re interested in joining Science Club, contact Noam Miller at noammiller@hvrsd.org. Meetings are every
other Friday in Room 408.
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CHS Clubs Participate in
Holiday Walk
By: Sophia Lo

the Holiday Walk because the people in Chambers
are all just so nice and friendly. It’s great to spend
time singing with them and being together as a
group who all love the same thing: making music.”

The Chamber Singers were able to collect donations at the Holiday Walk for their upcoming trip
It’s the beginning of the holiday season, and stu- to Italy in the spring. Kanzter mentioned other
dents at CHS joined the Pennington Business and fundraising opportunities, including a fundraiser
Professionals Association (PBPA) to spread some at the Lawrenceville Applebee’s on January 28.
holiday cheer. On December 2, the PBPA hosted
Pennington’s 33rd annual Holiday Walk, and the The Hopewell FBLA Chapter, or Future Business
Chamber Singers and FBLA participated in the Leaders of America, also had an opportunity to
event.
fundraise at the Holiday Walk. They set up a stand
The Holiday Walk takes place on Pennington’s Main
Street and opens with a parade. During the parade,
Santa Claus is led in on his sleigh, and children line
up to take photos with him. After the parade, local
businesses offer special activities for the community to enjoy; for example, the Pennington Public Library invited the Wallaby Tales Traveling Zoo,
which presented an array of animals. During the
Holiday Walk, the Christmas tree in Howe Commons is also lit.

by the Front Porch and sold gingerbread cookies
and peppermint bark.
FBLA took the opportunity to fundraise for their
trip to the State Leadership Conference in March,
where members compete in various business
events and attend workshops. Last year, over 50
members attended the state conference and over
15 members went on to compete at the national
level.

Junior Catherine Zhang said, “The Holiday Walk
was a great way to get involved with the community while also fundraising for our state trip. This
was my first time going to the Holiday Walk, and I
enjoyed decorating the gingerbread cookies and
watching the lighting of the tree. Hopefully, we can
Chamber Singers member, junior Christina take part in the Holiday Walk again next year!”
Kanzter, said “I was super excited about going to
At the Holiday Walk, the Chamber Singers were
split into small groups and they caroled on the
street. Those who were at the Holiday Walk enjoyed the festive live music.

CHS Trip to the UN Building
By: Sophia Stivala
On January 27th, 2017, the Model United Nations Club,
Model World Health Organization Club, and Global Connections Club will be going to the United Nations headquarters in New York City, New York. This is the first time that
the club will be going to this convention, and both students
and teachers alike are looking forward to it.

the United Nations worldwide. These are some of the important reasons for this conference: to bring people together
and learn about the UN.
This conference statement is on the refugee crisis, which
seems like an appropriate topic. Discussion topics include
whether countries have the resources and political will to
cope with this demand an how countries can work through
the assimilation. This seems to be a very appropriate choice
now more than ever because of the recent world events.

Although she has not attended the conference before, PomyAccording to world history teacher and head of the Model
UN club, Ms. Dana Pomykacz, Model UN did try to do this kacz said, “I am not sure what to expect but I am excited for
trip before a few years ago, but not enough students were the students to be able to discuss such an important global
issue.”
interested in going to run it.
This conference is hosted by the Committee on Teaching If you have any questions about this type of conference, or
About the United Nations (CTAUN). This committee’s goal are interested in Model UN, you can email Ms. Pomykacz.
is to provide teachers and other educators about the work of
The Bulldog Reporter
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Girls Take the Field:
Powderpuff 2016
By: Julia Drake
Under the bright lights of Ackerson Field, HV junior and
senior girls cheered on their teammates for the 2016
Powderpuff game. The seniors, who were the defending
champions, played the juniors.

by the second quarter. The senior offense was on fire
with strong and intricate plays that helped them gain
yardage. The seniors were feeling pretty confident until
the junior defense made a comeback at the end of the
second quarter, scoring two touchdowns to tie the
game by half-time.
At half-time, juniors listened to advice from their
coaches and CHS teachers, Mr. Merino and Mr. Tobin,
and Seniors listened to their coaches, Mr. Nucera and
Mrs. Ashman. Junior Student Council Members, Domenic Zangrilli, Max Brass, Tim Dolan and Cameron Brower performed the halftime show in stylish sunglasses and
sports bras. They started with the Mannequin Challenge
and finished their show with Ju Ju on that Beat.
Despite the juniors’ efforts, the seniors were able to
break the tie and take home the championship title after scoring a touchdown in the 3rd quarter.
The seniors celebrated by doing the Mannequin challenge and dancing on the field. Both teams shook hands
and all the girls showed great sportsmanship during and
after the game.

Powderpuff has been a tradition at CHS where the junior and senior girls are given the opportunity to play
flag football in an intense battle on the turf field. In
preparation for the game on November 17, both teams
darkened their eyes black, practiced their throws, and
ran through plays for the big night.
Juniors sprinted screaming onto the field in their white
jerseys, while the Seniors, moving in a dark mass of
black jerseys, went for a more menacing entrance.
Friends and family cheered on the girls as junior offense
and senior defense took the field at the beginning of Congrats to the seniors! Great job to the juniors and
seniors for putting on both a fair and fun 2016 Powderthe first 10 minute quarter.
puff game!
Junior defense did a great job shutting down the seniors’ runs in the first quarter but let up two touchdowns
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tional title for the first time in ten years. Our boys
laced on their cleats and got on the field to play Middletown North, ending the game with a win and a
huge success.
Senior Dylan Markulec said, “I feel very accomplished
and satisfied with the result, especially since Hopewell
hasn’t won a sectional title in ten years. I think most
people on the team would agree with the enthusiasm I
have.”

Boys Soccer Kicked
Their Way to a Title
By: Caroline Peters
In mid-November, the boy’s varsity soccer teamed
proved their talent and dedication by winning a sec-

HVGS Makes History
By: Julia Drake

For the seniors especially, winning that title feels
great. After four seasons of hard work, they can end
their Hopewell soccer careers with a major accomplishment.

Markulec said, “It was really cool for the seniors to go
out with a bang...and to have a trophy we’ll remember
for the rest of our lives.”
Congratulations to the Fall 2016 boys soccer players!
Seniors, we applaud you and wish you well. Underclassmen, we look forward to watching you shine
throughout your years at Hopewell.
training in the weight room in the offseason, tryouts and the
regular season. The evidence of this hard work was shown in
their 19-1-1 record, first-seed ranking and their amazing success in MCT’s and State Sectional finals.

Girls varsity soccer made history in this 2016 season being the
first team ever in the program to win the Mercer County Tour- Unfortunately, the girls had a crushing lost in the State seminament championship and the first to win both the State Sec- finals versus Northern Highlands with a final score of 3-4,
knocking them out of the State final. While this lost was hearttional Championship and the MCT’s.
breaking, the girls should not forget the amazing season they
had and should feel proud of their success.
The Mercer County Tournament final was held on the TCNJ
turf field. It was a cold, rainy night, and the Bulldogs were
“This season was so special because of the close relationship
anxious but excited to verse the PDS Panthers. Both teams
were evenly matched in the beginning, and the cheers from the we all had as a team,” junior forward Samantha Barnes said.
“What I will miss most is the amazing seniors who have carDawg Pound helped spur our girls to keep fighting.
ried this team to such success this year. We really have become a family and it won’t be the same without them.”
In the middle of the first half, senior Julia Obst put the Bulldogs in the lead with an amazing goal to the upper 90. After
Congratulations to the HVGS team for their outstanding sucPDS scored later to tie the game and junior goalie Sarah
Ouslander got a bloody nose from a collision with a PDS play- cess in their 2016 season, and good luck to all the seniors in
their future soccer and academic careers!
er, the pressure was on for the girls. Julia Obst broke the tie
with another goal to give HVGS their first MCT title in program history. Tears of joy were shed and hugs were shared as
the girls celebrated their amazing win 2-1 against PDS.
The girls faced another strong team in the State Sectional final against third-seeded Mendham. The girls’ cohesive pressure up top, fast mid-field and tough defense kept the Mendham offense at bay and the Bulldogs finished the game with a
2-0 win.
The genius of this year’s team lies in the girls dedication to
The Bulldog Reporter
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Math Student Drops Dead, Is
Taken to Resuscitation
By: Eliza Rosenthale

this were anticipated. Students have been dropping
like zeroes all over the district because of stressrelated symptoms in math class. The student was,
thankfully, saved from a calamitous, math-induced
death by the professionals in Resuscitation.

On Friday, November 18, after a particularly grueling
Geometry test, a math student fell unconscious in
class. After seeing the amount of daunting “x”s and
complicated equations on the piece of paper sitting in
front of him, the student was unable to function.

“I think the only type of numbers that have a point are
decimals,” the student explained after the incident.
But during this specific test, the students was obligated
to work with angles. “I like angles to a degree, but
once we start working with long complicated numbers,
But do not fear; the student was immediately rushed it’s just not rational.” Going on a bit of a tangent, the
to Resuscitation. The math students of CHS have this student said that such strenuous math should be a sin.
convenient resource available to them, as cases like

Students Mourn Death of Vine
for Six Seconds

messaged him, but apparently he really has
nothing going on right now.”

By: Bobbie Armstrong

Around 250 students came to memorial,
which was held in the senior parking lot. As
sophomore Bryce Collins put it, “candles
were lit, but the event wasn’t.” After six seconds of funeral music and Cameron Dallas
sobbing, everyone packed up and went
home.

Recently, the death of Vine at the hand’s of
its parent company, Twitter, has prompted a
memorial ceremony by Hopewell students.
Though lasting a total of six seconds, the
Vine memorial ceremony was complete with
candles, remnants of internet memes popularized by the dead app, and a sobbing Cam- Student Council VP Lilly Franklin told reporteron Dallas.
ers that the remnants of Vine will be buried
behind the dumpsters, along with the re“We really wanted to find a good way to me- mains of internet memes “what are those”
morialize an app that will always have a spe- and Chewbacca Mom.
cial place in our hearts,” said Student Council VP Lilly Franklin. “We didn’t think Cameron Dallas would actually show up when we

Harambe Most Popular
Presidential Candidate
Among Hopewell Students

Hopewell’s voting eligible students. “Just to be
clear, none of the students who voted for Harambe, or had intention of doing so have ever
been in my class. I don’t know them, and I had
no effect on their voting decisions,” he added. “I
take no responsibility for any of this.”

Junior Katie Stevens said that though she was
not old enough to vote, she discussed the candidates with her parents before taking the school’s
voting poll. “Harambe seemed like the clear
A new poll has shown that the most popular
choice. I really liked that he was very strong on
presidential candidate among Hopewell students his positions, especially regarding his pro gun
was the late Cincinnati gorilla Harambe.
control stance.”

By: Bobbie Armstrong

After rumors circulated Twitter claiming that
Harambe had garnered over 11,000 votes nationally, a poll taken at HVCHS confirmed that of all
the candidates this presidential election, most
students eligible to vote were planning on voting
for the gorilla.

Though Harambe may have won the popular
vote at Hopewell, he was unable to carry that
success into the electoral college. However, Twitter still seems to think he won the election.

“I really don’t think any of the other candidates
are qualified for the job,” said senior John
Greensburg. “I mean I had never voted before,
and I don’t really pay attention to politics, or the
news for that matter. The decision to vote for
Harambe was really just me voting my conscience and my truth.”
AP Government teacher Mr. Matthews said that
he was “surprised” by the voting choices of
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Like what you see? If you
want to contribute to next
month’s supplement, come
to 217 during Bulldog
Reporter meetings!

