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Do Molloy T.A.’s play favorites?
By Jorge Oliveira '14
Molloy's teacher assistants
and the administration have denied claims by students that the
T.A.’s play favorites by not giving students with whom they
are friendly as many detentions
as other students.
Students see T.A.'s being very
friendly toward certain students
and believe they give those students second chances when they
break the rules that they don’t
give to students who are not
their friends, such as violations
in dress code or using their cell
phones in the school building.
Seeing a student leaning an
elbow on a T.A.’s shoulder while
chatting or hanging out with
the T.A.'s in the Cafeteria’s glass
booth while using their cell
phones for non-emergency purposes make some Stanners feel
the T.A.'s play favorites.
Senior Jonelle Reyes spoke for
a lot of Stanners when he said
he's seen T.A.’s during lunch
and after school talk to the students in an unprofessional man-

ner and "look in the other direction" when their favorites break
dress code rules.
Reyes said the T.A's can be fair
by doing their job correctly and
keeping leniency to a minimum.
Students who were named by
their classmates as "favorites" of

the T.A.’s declined to be interviewed for this article.
Assistant Principal for Students Mr. Ken Auer said the
T.A.'s do not play favorites,
though he agreed it is possible
that it could happen.
"If I saw any favoritism, I would

put a stop to it as it's unfair to
the other students," he said.
Administrative Assistant for
Students Mr. Ed Shannon said
the T.A.'s do not play favorites
and maintain a professional attitude toward all students.
He said Molloy's "homey atmosphere" is one reason why
students might get the idea
that a friendly T.A. is personal
friends with one student when
he or she is not.
Ms. Jessica Pastore, the longest serving T.A., said the students she often talks to are not
her personal friends but it may
seem that way because she is
friendly and easy to talk to.
Ms. Pastore said some students
she regularly talks to get more
detentions than most Stanners.
She said students who are
complaining are too "quick to
make assumptions."
Ms. Pastore said she gives all
students opportunities to correct themselves when they
Some Stanners think that some T.A.’s play favorites when it comes to en- break the rules before she gives
forcing school rules. (Photo by Joana Capistrano ‘14)
out detention.

Molloy’s website is broken into
By Arantxa Roman '14 and
Angelica Rosa '14
The Molloy website was broken into and a false message
that school would be closed the
following Monday was posted on
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 2:20 p.m. after someone stumbled upon a
faulty webpage, said Technology Director Mr. C.J. Mallia.
When the message “School is
closed for indisclosable reasons”
was discovered, Assistant Principal for Students Mr. Ken Auer
said he immediately called Mr.
Mallia, who fixed the problem
by 3:45 p.m.
Molloy’s website was not actually “hacked” because hacking
means breaking into the system
by entering passwords, Mr.
Mallia said, adding that a stu-

dent probably stumbled upon
an unsecure webpage that allowed him or her to post on the
website’s feed.
The attack was amateurish because the student made no effort to cover his or her tracks
and was tracked down very
quickly, said Mr. Mallia.
However, Mr. Auer said any
further information regarding
the student remains confidential because the investigation is
still ongoing.
Mr. Mallia said the break-in
was the fault of the company who
runs the website.
The company was contacted
immediately after the break-in
to secure the faulty webpage and
go through every webpage thoroughly to make sure each was

secure, Mr. Mallia said.
This wasn’t the first time
Molloy's website was attacked.
Hackers in China broke into
the system in 1999 and replaced
the website with a picture of the
Chinese flag, said Mr. Mallia.
A student also broke into the
school’s wi-fi system a couple of
years ago but was caught and
asked to leave the school, said
Mr. Auer.
The attack on the school’s
website caused confusion among
Stanners, because of the use of
the word “indisclosable.”
“Honestly, I knew it wasn’t a
word, so I was kind of confused,
but I assumed the administration just made a mistake,” said
senior Tiffani Lopez.
She thought the student in-

tended the posting to be a joke
but didn’t realize that there
would be serious consequences.
Some Stanners momentarily
believed the hoax.
“I was excited about there being no school, but then I
thought there was something
wrong going on at Molloy,” said
senior Megan Finnerty.
The punishment for the attacker could range from getting
detention to being expelled.
Principal Bro. Thomas Schady
will make the final decision.
“Whether it’s by accident or
on purpose, the student will face
penalties," said Mr. Auer. "No
student should tamper with the
system. We don’t know their intentions. We can only judge by
their actions.”

Fooducation: by Alexandra Caruso ‘14
A tasty treat and romantic restaurants for Valentine’s Day
For lovers on Valentine's Day, I
have two perfectly romantic sunset options, one a short distance
away for the reluctant travelers
and one that's a bit of a trek for
the more adventurous:
The French know romance and
good food. Cafe Henri at 1010
50th Ave. in Long Island City
definitely has both.
Order the soup du jour, le
merguez a la moutarde forte, a
spicy lamb sausage with mustard
and peppers, and les escargot (if
snails are your thing).
It's all gourmet food served in a
room of painted brick walls,
wooden furniture and a curled
chandelier.
Complete meals can cost as
little as $10, a student-friendly
price! After your meal, a romantic sunset walk awaits along the
nearby Gantry State Park piers.
Now for the more adventurous
traveler:
Everyone's heard of Grimaldi's,
the historic restaurant in Brooklyn. As a result, you have to expect to wait in a long line outside
its Brooklyn Bridge neighborhood
location, which can be tiresome.
What few know is that right
next-door at 19 Old Fulton St. is
Juliana's Pizza, owned by Patsy
Grimaldi, the owner of Grimaldi's
before he sold it in 1998.

So squeeze past the long queue
at Grimaldi's and discover the
unique pizza found in the small
restaurant
named
after
Grimaldi's mother.
With margherita pizza in your
belly, walk one block west to the
Brooklyn Bridge Park for a romantic sunset walk to watch the
bridge glow in an orange and pink
sky.
The best way to anyone's heart
is through her or his stomach so
for Valentine's Day, cute desserts
like heart-shaped, red velvet
whoopie pies are just the thing to
bake.
This recipe, surprisingly, is not
from The File, but from my
Tumblr exploits. Fear not, the
recipe's outcome is still beautiful
and makes about 20 whoopie pies.
Happy Valentine's Day!
Ingredients for cakes:
2 cups all purpose flour
2 tbsp unsweetened cocoa powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 cup butter, softened
1 cup packed light brown sugar
1 large egg
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 cup buttermilk
2 tbsp (1 oz.) red food coloring
Ingredients for the filling:
1/4 cup butter, softened
4 oz (1/2 package) cream cheese,
softened
3 cups powdered sugar

1 tsp vanilla
Baking Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.
2. Line cookie sheet with parchment
paper. Using a heart-shaped cookie
cutter, trace hearts onto parchment
paper allowing 1 inch in between; set
aside.
3. In a medium bowl, whisk together
flour, cocoa powder, baking soda, and
salt. Set aside.
4. In a large mixing bowl beat butter
and brown sugar together until light
and creamy, about one minute. Beat
in egg and vanilla.
5. Add about 1/3 of the flour mixture and stir, then add half of the buttermilk and stir. Repeat. Scrape bowl
in between additions.
6. Stir in food coloring and scrape

bowl well.
7. Using a piping bag with a round
tip pipe batter into heart shapes keeping within the outline of the tracings.
8. Bake 8-10 minutes. Allow to cool
for 5 minutes then transfer to a cooling rack. Allow to cool completely
before adding filling.
9. After the cakes have cooled, mix
butter and cream cheese until
smooth. Stir in vanilla. Gradually add
in powdered sugar scraping bowl with
each addition.
10. Match up pies in pairs and pipe
filling onto one side. Top with the
other side.
To store:
Refrigerate in airtight container up
to four days. Let stand at room temperature 15 minutes before serving.

Baking heart-shaped whoppie pies from scratch is a perfect way to impress your special someone this Valentine’s Day.

AM welcomes a new librarian’s assistant
By Thomas Brinskelle '14
and Matthew Maneri '14
Molloy hired a new librarian’s
assistant on Jan. 6 to replace
the retired Mrs. Dorothy
Liebman, said librarian Ms. Dorothy DeNoto.
Mrs. Therese Krische was a
teacher’s assistant at St. Aidan’s
grammar school, giving her the
knowledge of how a school runs,
and has a marketing degree
from NYU, giving her the knowledge of business and computers.
Ms. DeNoto said Mrs. Krische
on her first day was “thrown into
the mix but handled it well since
she is a very quick learner.”
Ms. Denoto hopes Mrs. Krische
"is with me until we retire.”
Mrs. Liebman retired after 17
years as the librarian’s assistant, helping Ms. DeNoto with
various tasks with the supervision of students being the main
one.
Mrs. Krische is not new to the
Molloy family because her son,
Edward, graduated from Molloy
last year, and her husband,
brother, several in-laws and
cousins are also Stanner
alumni.

To fill the position, the administration sent emails to all
Molloy parents offering interviews for the job.
Mrs. Krische’s son and husband saw the email before she
did and told her to apply for the
job.
Ms. DeNoto worked alone in
the Library between Mrs.
Liebman’s retirement and Mrs.
Krische’s hiring, during which
time student supervision became her main job.
Ms. DeNoto worked alone for
two weeks before Christmas vacation, causing work on some
major projects, such as the
eBook Library and the new circulation system, to be put on
hold.
The eBook library will consist
of a roughly $6,000 dollar collection of classics, fiction, and reference books, along with books
for specific classes, said Ms.
DeNoto.
This virtual library will be
available though the iPads that
the school will give out to all incoming freshmen or through the
eight iPads available for lending to all other students next

year.
Mrs. Krische will help with its
implementation and maintenance.
The eBook library is in part a
response to a complaint from students about the lack of recently
published novels in the library.
Senior Jaffar Zaidi said he
wanted to see a selection of more
“New York Times bestsellers,”
something the eBook library
would be able to provide.
Junior Daniel Aguirre does
not like the idea of lending out
iPads because he is concerned
over the damage policy and
thinks there are better ways to
spend the school’s money.
When Ms. DeNoto was hired

as librarian in 1995, she said
that if she could do one project
with the Library it would be to
re-invent it as a place where students could be comfortable and
happy.
She feels the Library is now
much more comfortable, especially with the new, friendly
librarian’s assistant.
Senior Idamarie Pennolino
said the new librarian’s assistant seems “stern yet friendly.”
Mrs. Krische said that after
she’d been on the job for two
days she could tell Molloy students are very friendly.
She also said that she was
“very pleased and impressed”
with the Library.
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Seniors enjoy the ‘Esopus high’
By Jenna Matheis '14 and
Cassandra Rodriguez '14
Eighty seniors attended the
second of four Senior Encounters on Jan. 17 in Esopus to receive insight about themselves
and learn new things about their
fellow seniors, said coordinator
of Esopus events Mr. Brian
Klimas.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Mike Germano said there is, “no
comparison” between the Senior
Encounter and other Molloy retreats because it is “a different
entity altogether.”
Seniors get a better sense of
themselves, their identity, and
learn about what their place in
the world is, said Mr. Klimas,
because the encounter takes the
spiritual aspects of previous
Esopus retreats to a more personal level.
Freshman Camp and the Senior Encounter are the first and
last things some Stanners do to
learn what Molloy is all about,

said Mr. Klimas, who thinks
they are “the two best things
done at Molloy.”
Mr. Klimas strongly recommends that seniors who "aren’t
afraid to try something new and
put themselves out there" go on
an encounter.
"You are truly missing out if
you don't go," he said.
Senior Encounters require a
lot of work and planning by faculty and Campus Ministry
Leaders to pull off.
The Campus Ministry Leaders lead the student groups on
the encounters and perform all
the behind the scenes jobs, said
senior leader John Mancini.
Mancini said being a leader is
"such an honor and a blessing."
The nine-time Esopus-goer finds
joy in watching others receive a
great experience and compared
it to giving Christmas presents.
By the time seniors attend an
encounter, they have matured
and their true selves begin to

emerge, Mancini said.
Students learn more about
themselves and see their original impressions of people drastically changed.
Mancini said seniors will see
that "the kid in the hallway they
thought was so weird, isn't so
weird after all."
The encounters are very popular among seniors and all spaces
available fill up quickly.
Every senior who wanted to go
on an encounter secured a spot
but a few seniors had to settle
for their second choice of dates
due to space limitations of 80 per
encounter.
Seniors who went on the January encounter were excited
about their last time in Esopus.
Senior Ashley Vascellaro was
looking forward to feeling the
famous “Esopus high," which
allows her worries to go away
and gives her a feeling of being
home.
“Esopus is the one thing we all

have in common,” said
Vascellaro, who hoped the encounter would create an even
stronger bond among the seniors.
She said knowing this was her
last Esopus experience was very
sad.
"I will be one of those people
who will still talk about Esopus
and its lasting effects on me after I graduate," Vascellaro said.
Senior Kristin Rainis, who attended the first encounter in
November, enjoyed her overall
experience but not as much as
her previous times in Esopus.
“I would have liked to have
spent more time with my close
friends since it was my last encounter with them forever,"
Rainis said. "It would have been
great if we were allowed to be in
the same group with each other,
but I was still able to enjoy myself. I highly recommend [to juniors] signing up for an encounter [next year]"

Talent showcased at Open Mic
By Ravi Jodha '14
The first Open Mic show of the
school year took place on Dec. 16
in the Theater to give 10 students a chance to perform in
front of an audience and to audition for the spring Talent
Show, according to the show's organizer Mr. Frank Gambino.
The Masters of Ceremonies for
the show were juniors Melanie
Santos and Olivia Kielczewski.
Performers played instruments and sang at the two-hour
show which attracted about 50
spectators.
"We gave our performance our
all and we really hope we get
invited to the Talent Show," said
guitarist Joshua Cajas, who performed two songs by The Killers
with his band, Too Good for
Kristian, which included fellow
seniors Edrean-Neil Kabigting
and Ryan Ly.
After the band's performance,
Cajas sang a song he wrote for
his girlfriend to ask her to the
Senior Prom.
Kabigting admitted to being
nervous because it was his first
time playing piano and guitar
before an audience; however,
after performing, he looks forward to future Open Mic shows.
"Open Mic was quite the experience," he said. "My friends and
I had planned to do it since the
summer in order to do something great senior year."
Cajas was impressed with senior Jennifer Desamero's performance.

"Even though I'm a good
friend of hers, I've never heard
her sing or play guitar before
and thought that she did both
phenomenally well," he said.
Kabigting was impressed by
senior Allison Terranova.
"She's a great singer and guitar player to match," he said.
Others who performed were
juniors Constantina Tsouklidis,
Anais Rodriguez, Janet Narain,

sophomores Sarah Alexander,
Jada Fletcher, Sargam Mehra,
and frosh Kristen Allen.
Mr. Gambino said, "While it is
not necessary to perform at an
Open Mic Show in order to be
invited to perform at the Talent
Show, it would help to do so."
After being snowed out on Jan.
21, the second Open Mic was rescheduled for Feb. 4 and will feature seniors Deanna Mayo, Sa-

rah O'Leary, Matthew Spataro,
juniors Maryrose Seno, Joanna
Troyanos, sophomores David
Delgado, Connor Kaufman, and
frosh Justyna Jablonska.
A spring date for the Talent
Show has not yet been set.
Students interested in performing at the third and final
Open Mic Show on Feb. 26 still
have time to register with Mr.
Gambino.

Seniors Edrean-Neil Kabigting, Joshua Cajas, and Ryan Ly perform as the band Too Good for Kristian in the first
of three Open Mic shows that lead up to the annual Talent Show in the spring. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Half of AM admits to cheating
By Anthony Genna '14 and
Matt Dolan '14
A recent survey of Stanners
found that 60 percent of frosh,
50 percent of seniors, 40 percent
of sophomores and 40 percent of
juniors admit to cheating on inclass tests and/or plagiarizing
when writing term papers.
The survey polled 123 frosh,
sophomores, juniors, and seniors in Regular, Honors, and
A.P. classes to find out how
many cheated, what types of test
are easiest to cheat on, what subjects are most prone to cheating,
and which academic track has
the most cheaters.
The survey also sought to get
students' views on plagiarism.
Stanners said it’s easiest to
cheat on Scantron tests and
most cheating is done in social
studies, science, and foreign language classes.
Eighty-six out of the 123 students surveyed said it’s easier to
cheat in regular classes, opposed
to the 16 and 21 who said it was
easier to cheat in A.P. and Honors classes, respectively.
“The students who do cheat
sometimes see it as their only
hope to pass a class,” said sophomore Vincent Dionisi.
Mr. Brian Klimas said cheaters “are devaluing the efforts of
everyone who completed the
work honestly.”
Assistant Principal for Academics Mr. Ed Cameron said,

“The pressure to cheat might be
felt more by an A.P. or Honors
student.”
He said that some students
have too much pressure put on
them by their parents and by
themselves to do well, so they
resort to cheating.
Frosh Joanna Rizzo thinks
Honors students do feel that
pressure.
“I guess when kids are in Honors, they feel like they need to
keep a certain average to compare with the rest of the kids in
their classes," she said. "They
also don’t want to be taken out

of Honors classes and have
people think that they couldn’t
keep up with the work.”
Members of Ms. Mary Pat
Gannon’s A.P. Literature class
felt most guilty about cheating
on tests, with 31 out of 39 juniors saying it is wrong.
Mr. Mathew Kilkelly’s English
9 class had 11 of 24 frosh say
they feel guilty about cheating.
“I think that for students, the
academic pressure outweighs
the consequences of getting
caught," Mr. Klimas said. "Plus,
they are teenagers and less
likely to understand the ramifi-

Stanners say Scantron tests are the easiest to cheat on and half the Molloy
student body admits to cheating on tests.

cations. At that age, how they
respond to getting caught is the
important thing.”
Senior Sarah Stiglianese gets
upset if she realizes someone
has cheated from her.
“The smartest Stanners see
cheating as wrong because they
don’t want people to copy off
them,” she said.
The survey found one reason
some students don’t think cheating is wrong is that the consequences aren’t severe.
Mr. Michael Harrison agreed
that teachers have become more
lenient toward cheating.
“It’s the teachers’ fault," he
said. "Students aren’t being punished as severely as they used
to be.”
The survey found that 38 percent of the students have plagiarized homework assignments.
When students were asked to
define the word “plagiarism,” the
vast majority couldn’t.
When Mr. Kilkelly has caught
a student plagiarizing, “I gave
the student a zero. I’m not sure
if students get that [plagiarizing] is stealing ideas.”
Senior Steven Cepeda said students plagiarize because they
don’t feel like taking the time to
look up the information and incorporate it into their papers by
using footnotes.
But as Dionisi said, “Cheating
should never be the solution to
laziness.”

Sci-Oly determined to make it to state
By Alexandra Caruso '14
After falling one place short of
qualifying for the state meet
twice in a row, Molloy's Science
Olympiad team is working
harder than ever to finish in the
top five at the New York City

Senior Ryan Li

Regional Competition on Feb. 1
at Grover Cleveland High
School in order to qualify in
2014, said Mr. Michael Nadeau.
"Our goal this year, as it is every year, is to grow our students
and make science more interesting for them," he said.
However, seniors Ryan Ly,
who will compete in the Mission
Possible, Circuit Lab and
Scrambler events, and Kristian
Mosquito, who is in the Water
Quality, Compound Machine
and Circuit Lab events, are a
little more competitive.
"This is the year we will go to
states," Mosquito said.
The team practiced almost every day in the Biology Lab in
the weeks leading up to the city
meet.
Ly and Mosquito speculated
that the team’s recent failures
were due to the team's slow adjustment to its new coaching
staff after Mr. Nadeau and Mr.
John Attard replaced Mr.
Michael DeMarco when he
stepped down two years ago.

"Mr. Nadeau and Mr. Attard
give us a lot of space to let us
solve problems and work things
out ourselves, which pushes us
in a different way," Ly said.
Ly and Mosquito agreed the
new coaches' strategies were
similar in quality to Mr.
DeMarco's but adjusting to their
different styles took time.
Ly hopes that this year, with
a combination of "very skilled
and capable newcomers" and
veteran medalists, Molloy can
reach the state meet on March
14-15 at Kellenburg Memorial
High School.
Mr. Nadeau said he will be
proud of his team no matter
what happens at the NYC meet.
"The team dynamic, work effort and enthusiasm always
drive us," he said.
Last year's medalists were: seniors Dhanesh Binda, who finished third in Elastic Launcher
Glider and sixth in Experimental Design; Izidora Bozic, who
was fifth in Boomilever; Thomas
Brinskelle, who was fourth in

Thermodynamics; Edrean-Neil
Kabigting, who was first in Endangered, Exotic and Extinct
Species and sixth in Experimental Design; Ly, who was
sixth in Robot Arm; Mosquito,
who was fourth in Thermodynamics and sixth in Forestry;
and junior Connie Zhao, who
was first in Endangered, Exotic
and Extinct Species.
The newcomers are: senior
Samantha Sattler in Designer
Genes, Experimental Design,
and Anatomy and Physiology;
juniors Daniel Aguirre in
Bungee Jump and Green Generation; Jafar Ali in Bungee
Jump, Write It-Do It, and
Chemistry of Food; Anthony
Balaguera in Elastic Launched
Glider, Dynamic Planet, and
Rocks and Minerals; Justin
Esposito in Dynamic Planet,
and Rocks and Minerals; sophomore Dylan Haynes in Bungee
Jump, and Green Generation;
frosh Andrew Christophorou in
Mission
Possible,
and
Boomilever.

Stanners not affected by Fordham’s error
By Jerome Dineen ’14 and
Adam Bryla ‘14
Molloy students seem to have
been largely unaffected when
Fordham University mistakenly sent out 2,500 financial aid
notices to applicants in December that implied they had been
accepted via early decision when
in reality about 500 had not.
Molloy College Guidance
Counselors Mr. Ted McGuiness
and Mrs. Christine Loo said no
students have spoken to them
about receiving the letters. But
Mrs. Loo said that doesn’t mean
that no students were affected.
Fordham told by e-mail 500
applicants who thought they
had been accepted that they had
been rejected while others were
told their admission decision
had been deferred until April 1.
Mr. McGuiness said that the
problem arose from a miscommunication between Fordham’s
admissions office, financial aid
office, and a third party company that was assisting the university with its application data.
Both counselors believe that
the university will take steps to
insure that this type of mistake
doesn't happen again.
However, they said this was
not the first time a university
has made this mistake, and Mr.
McGuiness advised students not
to be surprised by human error,

Fordham University sent out 2,500 financial aid notices that implied the recipient had been admitted. In realty
500 had been rejected while others had their admission decision deferred until April 1.
saying it sometimes leads to confusion in the application process.
Senior Sebastian Geraci, who
applied to Fordham and received the financial aid notice,
did not tell the college guidance
office about it because he had
actually been accepted.
Geraci said that Fordham was
not his first choice, but was
“happy because it was the first
college I heard back from with
an admissions decision.”

Geraci was relieved to find out
he had been accepted, and said
that the incident did not “affect
my opinion on Fordham’s quality of education.”
Geraci encouraged any
Stanners who were rejected by
Fordham after receiving that
letter to tell the college guidance
department about it.
Senior Dhanesh Binda, who
did not apply to Fordham, said
his opinion of the university re-

Molloy News Roundup
Stanners attend
seminar on slavery
By Megan McNamara '14
Religion teachers Sister Susan Dean, Ms. Amanda Cardone
and six sophomores went to the
Mary Louis Academy on Nov. 16
and joined students from 16
other schools at a summit on
human trafficking to learn
about modern day slavery.
The Stanners watched videos
and broke into groups to learn
how they could raise awareness
of the issue at Molloy.
When the floor opened to the
students,Lynn-Saskya
Toussaint was first to speak.
"I was nervous, but nobody
else moved to say anything, so I
did," said Toussaint, who spoke
of the evils of slavery and how
prominent it is in America.
The students were surprised to
learn that slavery is occurring
in America, mainly to immigrants and runaways who are
kidnapped and forced into
manual labor and sex slavery.
Julia Zirillo was stunned to see
the entire summit being run by
middle schoolers, who taught

Stanners how to host a "Not on
Our Turf" event to raise awareness about human trafficking in
the United States.
The six Stanners were given a
Project Stay Gold kit to help
them start an awareness group
here at Molloy.
Sister Susan was concerned
about the topic being too dark
for some students, but those who
attended agreed that building
awareness is the best way to stop
human trafficking.

145 Stanners bus to
the Palisades Mall
By Kiran Chand '14
The largest group of Stanners
ever traveled to the Palisades
Mall in Nyack on Dec. 20 for
some holiday fun, said the trip’s
organizer, Mr. Chris Dougherty.
A group of 145 students and
nine chaperones and alumni
traveled by two 50-passenger
buses and three smaller vehicles
driven by Mr. Jeff Gallagher,
Mr. Brian Klimas, and Mr.
Dougherty.
The trip has increased in popularity due to the mall’s variety

of stores and activities since the
trip's introduction about 10
years ago.
Many Anime and Sci- Fi Club
members went on the trip but it
was open to all students and
alumni at a cost of $15.
At the mall, Stanners participated in laser tag, and shopping.
Senior Stephanie Chu went on
the trip because the cost was low
and the mall had a great variety of stores and attractions.
Chu, who said it is more fun to
go shopping with friends, enjoyed the experience because
“the trip was the beginning of a
long [Christmas] vacation.”

Fewer seniors going
to Disney World
By Natalie Picon '14
Unlike last year, when a lottery was needed to fill the spots,
the third annual Senior Trip to
Disney World in Florida on
March 13-17 attracted far fewer
students so a lottery was not
needed, said trip organizer Mr.
Mark Sweeney.
Mr. Sweeney made Disney

mains unchanged because “this
one incident, which came about
because of human error, should
not undercut the academic prestige of the school.
“I empathize with the affected
students because I, too, went
through the early admissions
process, and if I had received a
false acceptance letter to my
dream school, only to find out I
had been rejected, I would be furious,” Binda said.
World the senior trip destination two years ago because trips
to Europe weren't attracting
enough students due to their
high cost. The cost of the Disney
trip is $1,100 per senior.
The trip attracted 100 seniors
its first year, 120 last year when
a lottery was held to fill the spots
due to high demand, and 110
this year. The date of the trip
may have contributed to the
smaller number this year.
“It’s the start of baseball tryouts and it’s the St. Patrick’s Day
weekend,” said Mr. Sweeney.“ I
think it’s more enjoyable for a
larger group to be going in celebration of senior year rather
than a smaller group.”
However senior Angie Rosa
said, “I don’t think it really matters because when we go to
[Disney World], you can be with
whomever you want. I haven’t
been to Disney in years and I
thought it would be fun to go
with friends.”
Rosa is going with her friend
Tiffani Lopez, who at first wasn't
planning to go, preferring to use
the money to pay college application fees.
But she changed her mind.
“I knew I wasn't going to get
another opportunity to go with
my friends,“ said Lopez.

Singh great Indian Club leader
By Anthony Walsh ‘14
The Indian Club has become
one of Molloy’s most popular
clubs this year thanks to the
hard work, diligence, and welcoming attitude of its senior club
president, said moderator Ms.
Dorothy DeNoto.
Under the leadership of President Amelia Singh, the club has
grown to nearly 50 members, the
most in its history.
“Due to the increase in participation, the club is much more
motivated to be active this
year,” Singh said.
DeNoto said the club was able
to design, order, and receive its
sweatshirts by November,
whereas in the past that would
not happen until February.
And the Indian Club’s annual
"Henna Party" was a huge success last fall.
Ms. DeNoto said the club set
up three tables in the Library
for henna artists to put designs
on students’ hands this year

rather than the usual one table.
Ms. DeNoto attributed the success of the party to Singh and
Vice President Sarah Yunus, a
senior.
“Amelia went to get the henna
dye herself so the club wouldn’t
run out,” Ms. DeNoto said. “In
the past, we’ve only had about
two or three packs but Amelia
went out of her way and bought
12.”
Singh says the Indian Club’s
biggest activity is International
Day, which will be held on Sunday March 30.
The club will serve South
Asian food and have 24 members perform Bollywood style
dances choreographed by Singh
for seven different songs.
“We’ve already started practicing for the event due to the
fact that we have twice the number of students performing this
year as last year," Singh said.
Singh said becoming club
president “is something I’ve

wanted since I was a freshman.
But being president wouldn’t
mean anything without the
club’s phenomenal members.
They are the reason I do my best

The Indian Club’s “Henna Party” was a big success in the Library.

Transfers welcome
By Matthew Neumeyer '14
The process of becoming a
Stanner is quite different when
a student is transferring into
Molloy from another high school
than it is when a student is accepted from a grade school because the transfer process is
more "individualized," said
Principal Bro. Thomas Schady.
The grade school application
process is more generalized because the students are chosen
based almost exclusively on
their grades and TACHS scores.
Transfer students, on the
other hand, aren't accepted
based on grades and test scores

alone, making the process a bit
more complicated.
First, students wishing to
transfer to Molloy must fill out
an application, write an essay
explaining why they want to
come here and what interests
them about the school, and then
be interviewed by a member of
the administration either in person, or in one case, via Skype for
one student who lived at the time
in foreign country.
If transfer applicants meet the
admissions criteria, they are accepted only if space is available
in their grade, as the number of
transfer students accepted each

to go above and beyond.”
Ms. DeNoto said, "As a moderator, you pray to get a president of a club who is as diligent
and welcoming as Amelia is.”

year is based on the number of
seats available.
On average, about two to six
transfer students are accepted
each year.
Once a transfer student arrives at Molloy, however it can
be a little hard at first to become
acclimated because the new student doesn't know what happened the previous year at
school and doesn't know many
students or teachers.
"It can be a little annoying,"
said senior Avery Lee, who arrived as a junior from
Springbrook High School in
Maryland.
After senior Casey Goedtel
transferred into Molloy last
year, she felt just like a frosh as
she had trouble figuring out the
layout of the building “even
though it’s ridiculously simple.”
She said some classmates still
like to joke that she’s really only
a sophomore at Molloy.
Both Lee and junior Mary
Louise Mora, who transferred
from The Mary Louis Academy
as a sophomore, said people are
lot nicer at Molloy than at their
previous schools but the education is more rigorous.
Mora and Lee said they made
friends and had little problem
getting to know the teachers.
Bro. Thomas said transfer students have few problems adjustSenior Casey Goedtel, center, who arrived last year as a transfer student, ing to Molloy due to its welcoming environment.
says some classmates joke that she’s still only a sophomore at Molloy.

102 Stanners
volunteer at
local shelter
By Emmett Reilly ‘14
Molloy has 102 student volunteers at the Briarwood Shelter
this year who either tutor children or join the Big Brother/Big
Sister program.
They help the kids with homework and engage them in educational and fun activities.
Stanners have volunteered at
the shelter since 1995.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Mike Germano said, “Molloy is
the school that consistently has
volunteers at the shelter.”
Students who want to volunteer are placed on a waiting list
until April when they replace
the graduating seniors.
Senior Brianna Reformato,
who volunteered as a frosh, said,
“Molloy students are proud to
contribute to the community
that surrounds our school. And
community service looks good on
a college application."
Reformato likes working with
the shelter kids because they
"are excited to learn and look up
to a young adult like me."
She said Christmas at the
shelter is a special time because
the children get toys from
Molloy's Toy Drive.
"It has been a highly rewarding experience,” said Reformato.
Mr. Germano said, “It is great
to have the volunteers representing and sharing Molloy’s
Marist tradition.”

Juniors eagerly await PGL announcement
By Katie Wenzler ’14 and
Samantha Klein ‘14
Juniors who have begun the
application process to try to become peer group leaders for the
2014-15 school year will find out
if they made the cut in the first

week of February, according to
the guidance department.
Junior Roy Colter, who is applying to work with Bro. James
Norton, has filled out his application and is waiting to hear
back.

Senior Ryan Quigley, right, helps lead the discussion during a sophomore
Peer Group session in Guidance Counselor Mr. Chris Dougherty’s office.
(Photo by Pamela Decolongon ‘14).

“I would be excited and honored to be a PGL and help the
sophomores," he said. "Other
classes are about learning
things. Peer Groups are one of
your few opportunities to learn
about yourself.”
Peer Group, started by Bro.
Leo Richard in the 1970's, is one
of the best experiences at Molloy
and so almost half the Class of
2015 applied to be leaders.
Juniors apply to lead groups
for the counselor they had as
sophomores.
Five guidance counselors run
Peer Groups: Ms. Kristen
DeSantis, Mr. Chris Dougherty,
Bro. James Norton, Bro. Eugene
Birmingham, and Mrs. Rachel
Galla.
Each counselor had approximately 35 juniors apply to be
leaders but will accept only 1012 each.
Juniors who applied first filled
out an application and then, depending on the counselor, went
for an interview, took part in a
mock peer group, or tried out by
answering rapid-fire random
questions.
Seniors Klea Tzaka and

Carluto Toussaint, who are
leaders for Mr. Dougherty, said
the advice they gave juniors before their tryouts was to be confident and not be nervous.
“Confidence stands out,”
Tzaka said.
Toussaint said, “Just being
yourself can get you in.”
Those who are chosen as leaders will go through training period for the rest of this year before leading three groups per
cycle as seniors.
Counselors consider many factors when choosing leaders.
Mr. Dougherty looks for open
and honest juniors who can be
themselves in front of a group.
Ms. DeSantis looks for well
rounded juniors who can relate
to others.
Senior Dan O’Reilly, a leader
for Ms. DeSantis, said the best
advice he gave applicants is to
“be yourself because that’s the
best person you can be.”
Senior Sean Ryan, a leader for
Bro. James, said students
should apply to be leaders because “leading a Peer Group
could be one of the best experiences of your senior year.”

Teachers top seniors despite depleted team
By Connor Martinez '14
Despite losing its starting
quarterback on the day of the
game, the faculty defeated the
seniors 56-35 in the annual Senior-Faculty Football Game on
Jan. 16 at Stanner Field.
When Mr. Brad Lyons had to
bow out at the last minute due
to a scheduling conflict, Mr. T.J.
Laible stepped in to replace him.
“A third-string rookie quarterback led us to victory,” said Mr.
Chris Dougherty, the game’s
organizer.
In addition to Mr. Dougherty
and Mr. Lai ble, the faculty team
consisted of Mr. Don Mooney,
Mr. Keith Hahn, Mr. John
Attard, Mr. Mike Germano, Mr.
Pat Risotti, and Mr. Glenn
DeGrossa.
Long time player Mr. Brian
Kelly did not play in this year
after tearing his MCL in last
year’s games.
Some of the seniors who
played were Dylan Lanigan,
Chris McGee, Kevin Neville,
Mike Rossi, and Adem Sadik.
The victory gave the faculty a
2-0 edge in the season series,
having previously won the softball game in the fall.
The two teams will face off
again in the spring for the series finale in basketball.
“We’re about 50-50 vs. the seniors in football and basketball,”

said Mr. Dougherty, “but we are
15-2 in softball. We dominate.”
The main goal of the seniorfaculty series of games is to have
a good time, but Mr. Dougherty
said the games also are “a small
way to say goodbye. You finally
have an opportunity to see the
students outside of the classroom
in a different way.”
The senior vs. faculty games
are one of the longest intramural sports traditions at Molloy,
with games being played for
more than 17 years, Mr.
Dougherty said.
There have been many differ-

ent sports played annually, with
basketball, softball, and football
being the primary three.
The week leading up to each
game is “filled with fun trash
talking," Mr. Dougherty said.
Many Stanners love to play
sports but never get the opportunity to play for a Molloy team,
Mr. Dougherty said.
“That’s why when we play basketball, we don’t allow Varsity or
Varsity B players [to participate],” he said. “We call the senior team Varsity C.”
The basketball game attracts
the most spectators and Mr.

Dougherty likes that the seniors
get a chance to be cheered on by
their classmates.
Neville said before the game
that he was “totally looking forward to play the teachers and
T.A.'s” because beating them
would be “pay back a little bit for
all the detentions they gave me.”
Alas, it was not to be.
Mr. Dougherty said the faculty was confident it would beat
the seniors in football this year.
“Despite our age, we have good
chemistry," he said. "But every
year we get older, and you guys
stay the same age."

The seniors failed to defeat the faculty in their annual football game Jan. 16. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Girl swimmers look to repeat as champions
By Kristian Mosquito '14
Molloy intends to repeat as
CHSAA Girls Swimming champions at the Aquatics Center in
Eisenhower Park in Nassau
County on Feb. 1-2 through the
efforts of both its veteran and
new swimmers, assistant coach
Mr. Dan Quinn said.
The team was 9-0 in dual
meets this season, the second
year in a row it was undefeated.
Mr. Quinn said the team's goal
now is to have each girl continue
to improve her times going into
the championship meet.
He hopes all the girls can
qualify among the top eight in
their events in order to swim in
the highest level “A” championship finals at the CHSAA meet.
Mr. Quinn attributes the
team’s success to the hard work
of both its top veterans, seniors
Alexandra Rubiano and Aerin
Toskas, and top newcomers,
such as sophomore Carolyn
Crocker and frosh Nicole
Falcao.
“It’s great to be part of such a
successful team,” he said.

Rubiano is the defending
CHSAA champion in both the
200-yard individual medley and
100-yard butterfly as well as a
member of the defending champion 200-yard medley and
freestyle relays.
She aims to break the girls
CHSAA record time of 58.6 seconds in the 100-yard butterfly
at the championship meet,
which would require a drop of 0.9
seconds off her personal best
time of 59.4 seconds.
As one of the team’s four cocaptains, Rubiano attributes
the team’s success to co-captain
Rebecca Wagner, a senior who
Rubiano said has a loud strong
voice that encourages the team,
especially the newcomers, to
work hard.
Rubiano stressed the importance of the team continuing
that hard work in the days leading up to the meet.
“Just because we have been
undefeated doesn’t give us an
excuse to slack off,” she said. “We
have to always keep pushing
ourselves.”

Senior Alexandra Rubiano is the defending CHSAA champion in both the
200-yard individual medley and the 100-yard butterfly.

Girl runners are fashion victims
By Katherine Donnelly '14
and Jessica Kraker '14
Shin splints are the number
one injury on Molloy's girls track
team and the reason probably is
the fact that most girls wear nonarch supporting school shoes
which cause leg and foot injuries
and soreness, said school nurse
Mrs. Kathy Forgione.
Girls’ Varsity Coach Mr. Austin Power agreed wholeheartedly with Mrs. Forgione, calling
most of the school shoes his run-

ners wear “horrendous."
He lamented that the shoes his
runners should wear for school
are, according to his team, “not
fashionable.”
Many of girls wear shoes that,
although nicer in appearance,
don’t have the arch support they
need to avoid injury.
Mrs. Forgione, who has been
the school nurse since 2000, said
it’s “no surprise” that track suffers the most injuries because
the team makes no cuts and allows everyone to run.
Her office sees an inflow of two
to five girl runners a week.
“I see more girls [than boys]
because they’re more vocal with
their complaints,” said Mrs.
Forgione.
Girls complain most often
about soreness, especially in the
beginning of the year when
frosh join the team and don’t
know how to run properly.
Shin splints, which cause
swelling and pain in the shins,
are the most common problem,
followed by sprained ankles and
hip-pointers, an overuse injury
that creates soreness in the hip.
Mrs. Forgione attributes leg
and hip injuries to flat school
shoes which don’t have the good
arch support, shock absorption,
and cushioning that feet need.
“They might as well walk barefoot,” Mrs. Forgione said.
Senior Cara Loftus has managed to
She also said some girls wear
avoid injury in her running career.
poor running shoes while work-

ing out.
She explained how harmful it
was for feet to take a constant
pounding throughout the school
day without arch support and
then run at practice four days a
week.
Arches absorb the brunt of the
pressure the body puts on feet
when walking or running and
Mrs. Forgione said she cannot
stress enough how important
good arch support is for athletes,
especially runners.
Members of the track team,
such as senior mid-distance runner Katarina Vucetic, who suffered from shin splints as a frosh,
said Mrs. Forgione makes a good
point.
“I feel that everyone needs
shoes with support to protect the
arch of your foot,” said Vucetic,
who now wears both school and
running shoes with good arch
support to prevent injury.
However, senior distance runner Cara Loftus, who has never
gotten injured running, disagreed, saying, “I think injuries
and soreness are not a result of
bad school shoes, but rather
[bad] training shoes.”
Senior distance runner Katie
Wenzler, who also hasn’t been
injured, said bad shoes only affect a runner if she already has
an injury because they slow
down the recovery process.
But Wenzler admits that flat
shoes “certainly don’t help.”

DeMaria and
Sadik win big
at Ping-Pong
By John Bhattacharji ‘14
Senior Adem Sadik and
sophomore Nicole DeMaria
were the big winners at
Molloy’s fourth annual Intramural Ping-Ponp Tournament
on Dec. 18-19 in the Cafeteria
where 45 doubles teams and 60
singles players participated.
Sadik won the Junior-Senior
singles and teamed with senior
Robbie Mancino to win the
Junior-Senior doubles.
DeMaria became the first
girl to win two titles in the
same year and the second to
win a singles title when she
won the Frosh-Soph singles
and doubles with sophomore
Stephen Chaparro.
DeMaria, who was surprised
to have made history, said she
developed her skills playing at
home with her brother Mike.
Intramural Director Mr.
Brian Kelly was pleased with
the "controlled chaos" of the
two- day tournament, which is
the second most popular intramural event after dodgeball.
Having the singles and
doubles played on separate
days let students play in both.
The only problem was that
the tournament brackets were
thrown out before all the
match results were recorded.

