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בס‘‘ד

NOVEMBER 10
1st Early Friday Dismissal at
Yavne High School

• • • • • •
NOVEMBER 23
Thanksgiving
Boys Divisions Only
Regular Minyanim
9:00-12:00 Dismissal
12:30 Dismissal for Jr.High

• • • • • •
NOVEMBER 24
Regular Start (all divisions)
K-6 12:00 Dismissal
Yavne 11:30 Dismissal
Jr. High12:30 Dismissal

• • • • • •
NOVEMBER 28
Parent Teacher Conferences for
Kindergarten at Oakwood
7:00-10:00 p.m.
and for Yavne HS at the
Oakwood Gym
7:00-10:00 p.m.

4:52

Two hours prior to my departure to Eretz Yisrael found me visiting twenty-five elementary
school classrooms where I bid teachers and students farewell and where I pledged to
daven for their health and welfare at Judaism’s holiest sites. Indeed, I fulfilled my promise.
Among our student body is Chavala. Her name – Chava bas Michal Chana – has been in our
community’s heartfelt prayers since that fateful summer night when her family was
involved in an accident and the first grader tragically slipped into unconsciousness. I
davened for Chavala at the Kosel, at Kever Rochel, at Mearas HaMachpela and at kivrei
tzadikim. I visited Rav Chaim Kanievsky, Rav Ahron Leib Shteinman, Rav Shmuel Auerbach,
Rav Shimon Galai and Rav Gamliel Rabinovitch. I carried Chava’s name in my heart;
wherever I went, she accompanied me. I collected brachos and zechusim for Chava while
davening for everyone else.
As I landed on American soil, I received a call from Chava’s father. I told him that I had
carried Chava’s name with me wherever I went and that I was convinced that she would
recover. Her father responded by addressing Chava: “Chava, do you remember Rabbi
Dessler? He davened for you and received berachos for you!” Her father then repeated
Chava’s response: She remembered me and thanked me very much.
I was utterly shocked. I had no idea that Chava had miraculously awakened from her
months long slumber but I realized in my heart that the prayers of a collective Klal Yisrael
reversed the Divine decree. Naturally, my immediate reaction was to express the two
most powerful words routinely uttered by Jews who are truly humbled by and appreciative
of a powerful Heavenly response: Baruch Hashem!
The familiar phrase, Baruch Hashem, finds its source in this week’s parsha. When Eliezer,
trusted servant of Avraham Avinu, successfully accomplished his mission to find a suitable
mate for his master’s son, Yitzchok, he immediately acknowledged the kindness of Hashem
by exclaiming “Baruch Hashem” (24, 27). This term is found in the Torah only three times.
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch zt”l explains that Eliezer realized the daunting task placed
upon him and thus placed his faith completely in Hashem. Now, while still on the way – he
had not yet arrived – he already merited to accomplish his mission. Therefore, he vowed
“Baruch Hashem” to further leave the matter in its entirety to the guidance of Hashem.
Thus, the phrase is both an acknowledgement of the past and a hope for the future.
Life has its setbacks. We can’t avoid disappointments. We can’t avert every tragedy. Nor
can we annul every gezeirah. But we could live our lives with hope in our hearts, prayers
on our minds, and the time honored words of Baruch Hashem on our lips… with the
comforting realization that we are never alone.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Jr. High School
Mazel tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Sturman on the bris of Yehuda! May he be zocheh legadlo l'Torah l'chupah ul'maasim
tovim. The bris was held at our Oakwood Campus Beis Medrash and the seudah inaugurated our campus’s beautiful
simcha room . The boys were very excited to be mesameach with their Rebbi and they made a real kiddush Hashem.
Rabbi Freedman's class is moving right along in the first perek of Pesachim. They recently finished Parshas Shelach and
celebrated with a siyum at Kinneret.
Rabbi Meisels’ class completed Parshas Bereishis b’iyun. The boys are truly a nachas to observe as the hasmada and
involvement is one of a kind.
Rabbi Dafner's class mastered the shakla v’tarya of the amud they are currently learning, by heart. In Halacha, the boys
are working in an interactive environment as they learn practical daily halachos.
The Peterson program has been a wonderful addition to our school. The joy on the students’ faces as they have their
specific needs catered to, as well as the appreciation of the teachers who recognize this noble goal, bring a real sense of
gratification.
Mr. Marlow's history class continues their study of colonial times and are currently delving into the different forms of
government and how they were managed.

Yeshiva Ketana
As part of our daily, new Lunchroom Initiative, talmidim in grades 4,5,6 went
ice-skating at the Pavilion last week after weeks of earning tickets for good
lunchroom behavior for the beginning of this year and the end of last
year. Accompanied by their Rabbeim, the boys had a wonderful time. The
boys are now earning tickets for the next BEAM raffle in conjunction with
exemplary lunchroom behavior and cooperation which Rabbi Weimer has
announced will take place next week.
Fourth grader, Dovid Schwartz , in the presence of by Rabbi Newman, Rabbi
Drazin and his father , made a
siyum in his classroom on Tuesday, marking the yahrzeit of his Bubby, Mrs.
Beverly Koval a"h, who was beloved by all in the hallways of the Hebrew
Academy. Rabbi Newman and Rabbi Drazin both shared their own personal
memories of Mrs. Koval. May Dovid’s learning be an aliyah for her
neshama.
Mazel tov to Elyakim Rottenberg on the siyum he made on Sefer Tehillim
which he learned outside of school. May Elyakim continue to learn and
make many more siyumim.
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Girls Elementary
This week marked the yahrtzeit of Mrs. Beverly Koval, our beloved former principal and
grandmother of six of our students. Many students and staff members made brachos on
different treats as an aliyah for Mrs. Koval's neshama. Dassi Gross shared her special treat
so that more people would be able to say a bracha! The loss of Mrs. Koval is still keenly felt
in our building, but her love and care for everyone inspires us until today!
Mrs. Yuspeh's 5th grade learned about the achdus of Bnei Yisrael at the time of matan
Torah. To work on that midah, the girls had 'Achdus week" where they were each paired up with a secret friend for whom
they did kind deeds.
Mrs. Schabes just introduced an exciting new project to her students. In pairs the girls will research different events that
Bnei Yisrael experienced in the midbar (desert), and they will share their newly learned information with their classmates.
This will be the 5th graders first opportunity to really research a topic and teach it to others, and we look forward to
hearing about their presentations.

Yavne High School
Our junior GO heads for Chodesh Cheshvan, Esti Silver, Shira
Mann, Dassi Keller, and Henna G. Berkman, helped Miss C. S.
Cohen prepare the opening event for our weekly Shabbos
program. This past Thursday, the 7th and 8th graders received an
attractive notepad with a weekly Shabbos checklist. After
completing several items and turning in the checklist, the girls
will be entered into a raffle with exciting prizes to win. Also, at
our program, we had a guest speaker, Mr. Yosef (Jeff)
Zuckerman who graciously spoke to the girls. He relayed stories
about the power and beauty of Shabbos. His words both
inspired and entertained. Every Thursday, we plan to build on
this theme with a short program of a weekly dvar Torah
prepared and delivered by our very own 8 th grade students, a
story to take home and share, and a Shabbos treat.

Please enjoy these responses that Yavne’s 7th graders wrote in
Beur Tefila in response to the question, “Which tefila do you
feel most connected to and why?”
Tehillim – My great grandmother read the whole Tehillim
everyday and when we visited her she used to read it to me.
Shema – My great grandmother taught it to girls during the war
and that’s how she survived. If you stretch out the word
“Echad” you live a long life.
Brachos – I connect to this bracha because I am so thankful for
so many things and this tefillah says most of them. I
understand most of the words.
Shemonei Esrei – I stand before the King.
Shemonei Esrei – It’s only me and myself with Hashem.

An email was sent to Yavne parents earlier this week regarding
upcoming conferences. The main points are as follows:
Yavne Parent Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Tuesday,
November 28 for grades 8, 9, and 10, and Wednesday,
December 6 for grades 7, 11, and 12 from 7:00-10:00 p.m. on
both nights. These conferences are a wonderful opportunity to
meet your daughter’s teachers and to touch base regarding
academic progress.
We are excited to once again offer The PTC Wizard Program to
enable a quick and easy way for parents to sign up! Sign-up is
open beginning Monday, November 20 by visiting the website
https://hac.ptcwizard.com
Due to the upcoming Bais Yaakov Convention being held at
Yavne, conferences on November 28 will be held at the
Oakwood Campus gym.

Shema Koleinu – I can cry out to Hashem in my own words.
Shema – I think about Yetzias Mitzraim and Krias Yam Suf.
Refainu – I don’t want anyone to be sick and if I can do anything
about it I will.
Ashrei – We learned the English translation so I know what I’m
saying.
Shema Koleinu – Then Hashem is mostly your Father.
Nishmas – By saying all my limbs praise Him, I recognize how to
turn something gashmius into ruchnius.
Krias Shema Al Hamita – We get to thank Hashem for
everything he gave us that day.
Modim – Hashem has given me so much and I have to thank
Him. He is my Father and King and grants me everything I need.
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General Studies Division
Mrs. Drucker's second grade boys are working on gratitude
journals. Twice a week they express thankfulness for
something big or small. Here are some excerpts from the
boys' entries:

… for Simchas Torah. I am grateful for every holiday.
… that my mother went to the store to buy snack for
school and I don't get hungry.
… for not getting in the car crash.

I am grateful...
… for my backpack, because it holds things for me when
I'm going to school and when I'm going home from school.
… for not having a nightmare.
… for trees because I like shade. If there was not a single
tree left I will be so hot in the sun.
… that I have school and that my Mom and Dad put all the
money in for me. Here I am learning, getting smart.
… that I have a house. I would be sleeping in the garage.
… that my mother brought me to Shaker Lakes.
… for my dog, because she is cuddly.
… for my pet fish. I love watching her.
… that I have a basketball court in my backyard and a
swing set.
… for my Mom taking me to Dollar Tree.
… for my lulav and esrog.
… that I am allowed to daven.
… that my Savta is still alive and she is 96 years old.
… for a bathroom and a water fountain.

Progress Monitoring with I-ready
Beginning of the year benchmark assessments for I-Ready
are already in progress. Students are tested in both
Reading and Math. In Reading, students are assessed in
the areas of Phonics, Reading Comprehension and
Vocabulary. The Math test looks at students abilities in the
areas of Numbers and Operations, Algebra, Measurement
and Geometry. Students will be assessed again at the end
of the year to compare student growth and progress.
Thank you to Mrs. Goldstein and Mrs. Yocheved Weimer
for all of their work coordinating the objective testing
process.
Recess P.L.A.Y awards
We would like to recognize Rivka Clements for going
above and beyond to make recess fun for all! Rivka can be
seen playing, organizing, and including all ages of girls in
active and fun recess games! Bailey Lempel earns the
other Recess P.L.A.Y award for playing and including many
friends in games during recess also! Thank you to the
young ladies who continue to help make recess a healthy,
fun, and positive time.

Kindergarten Division
This past week the Taylor Road campus was full of boxes and packing tape. We had many
kindergarten students climbing into boxes, anxious to be shipped over to our new
Oakwood facility. Our administration and our teachers have been working tirelessly to
prepare for our kindergartners in their new, specially designed premises at the Oakwood
Campus. This coming Monday will be an exciting first day for Kindergarten staff and
students at Oakwood. Much effort, energy and finances have been expended so that our
kindergartners will have a fabulous place to call home. Kindergarten parents received a comprehensive email with
contact information, busing information, and more. We daven for continued Siyata d'Shmaya as we inaugurate yet
another wing in our school and we thank our parents, our partners, for their patience, cooperation and partnership.
As our kindergarten students in Cleveland Heights will now be riding the bus to and from school at the Oakwood
Campus, we have created a remind group for busing notifications. Please text @chbus to 81010 to join the group.
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Early Childhood Division
This week, on Wednesday, the preschool teachers had a professional
day. Mrs. Molly Bauer, from Starting Point, visited and explained to
the staff the importance of assessing children’s development in all
areas and how these assessments should inform our moros’ teaching
by providing them each child’s strengths and weaknesses. This
information will enable them to teach each child according to his
needs, chanoch hana’ar al pi darko. We are forever trying to improve
our already great preschool and our moros are lifelong learners. We
also want our parents to learn more and more about their children’s
development and we will be sending home articles every so often
with some interesting and helpful information.
In this week’s parsha, the children learned how Avrohom Avinu sent
Eliezer with 10 camels to find a wife for Yitzchak, someone from Avrohom’s family who did lots and lots of chesed.
Chesed is such an important midah which we try our best to inculcate into our children at a very young age. Because
everything is from the Torah, the moros have also been introducing the numbers from 1 through 10 by counting
Eliezer’s camels and many other objects in the classroom.
Morah Dina and Morah Chasi’s class had a fun time acting out the parsha. There was a big camel on which each child
took a turn to ride to a well where Rivka was standing. This big camel is the creation of Morah Channah, Mrs. Arelene
Bennett, who taught in our preschool for many years and her camel is still proudly allowing children to ride on its back.
Also in the parsha, is a central point where Eliezer first met Rivka. The children learned about wells, how people used
to get water from them, how they drew the water, why there is usually a “wall” built around them to make sure no one
fell in. Many of the classes introduced the words full and empty and did experiments allowing the children to lift and
carry an empty bucket and then a full one. It was enlightening for the children to see the huge difference in weight
from an empty object to a full one.
One of the brachos that returned to Rivka’s tent was that the challah she baked stayed fresh. This week our three year
old classes began a brachos unit with the brocha Hamotzi. Some of the teachers brought in all kinds of edible items on
which we make this brocha and the children washed, made hamotzi, and then chose which food to eat. They also
made hamotzi sandwiches. In addition the children in some of the classes were given challah dough, which they
kneaded and then formed into a 3 year old version of what a challah should look like. Learning is so much more fun

Lost & Found
There will be a Lost & Found display this Sunday from 11:00-12:00 in the Taylor Road girls lunchroom. All items
that are not claimed will be discarded. If your child has lost something, please make an effort to come and find
your items. Thank you!
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Welcome to the new PTA!
We welcome our new PTA Presidium, Mrs. Esti Reichman and Mrs. Davida Schultz, a capable and energetic team that
we know will help make this school year both fabulous and successful. Parents are asked to answer the call if asked to
volunteer or chair an event. Your children will be the true beneficiaries.
At this time we express hakaras hatov to the outgoing presidium for two years of extraordinary dedication. Mrs. Avigail
Malcmacher and Mrs. Chani Berner did a wonderful job as they shared their time and talents to benefit our school and
our children. Thank you!

Enrichment Program
Drama for girls in grades 2-3 begins this Sunday after school. Girls should meet Mrs. Travis in the dining room after
school. The group for grades 4-6 starts this Wednesday, November 15 and girls should go to the auditorium. Don’t
forget to sign up for remind messages by texting @afterhac to 81010.

New Water Initiative
The Academy is one of 23 schools in the state of Ohio which were recently selected to receive two brand new bi-level
water fountain/filling stations as part of the Rethink Your Drink: Water’s Cool at School campaign, sponsored by Delta
Dental Foundation. The Delta Dental Foundation is pleased to fund this program,” said Teri Battaglieri, Delta Dental
Foundation director. “Water is critical to maintaining good oral health and when children choose water over sugarsweetened beverages, they can reduce incidents of tooth decay, the most common chronic childhood illness in the
U.S.”
The foundation’s goals are to support education and research for the advancement of dental science, and to promote
the oral health of the public through education and service activities, particularly for those with special needs.

Give
Give &
& Get
Get Program
There are still spots available to be entered into the drawing for the first 50 families who sign up and place their
first order. The deadline to enter the raffle is Monday, November 20. Join and order today!
If you need help setting up your account or have questions regarding the ShopWithScrip program or Give N’ Get
please contact Mrs. Tracey Vaiselberg at vaiselbergt@hac1.org or call (216) 382-3300 Ext. 341.
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Condolences to
Mrs. Rena Gardin
Teacher, 1st Grade Boys, G.S.

The Polonsky and Waxman families upon the untimely passing of Mr.
Yehoshua Polonsky, z”l . An alumnus of the Academy, Yehoshua is fondly
remembered for his exemplary mentchlechkeit, sparkling personality,
pleasant demeanor, and radiant smile. He will be sorely missed.
Yehi zichro baruch.

Where are you from and how long have
you been at the Hebrew Academy?
I’m from Columbus, Ohio.
I’ve been
teaching at Hebrew Academy for four
delightful years.

How would you describe your teaching
style?
I have a fast paced, structured classroom
and a warm, interactive teaching style.

How do first graders surprise you?
It is both surprising and incredible to see
the amount each child can learn and
accomplish in a single day.

What is it like being a part of the
General Studies faculty?

.המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Mazel tov!
 Mrs. Lisa Adler and Rabbi & Mrs. Arnie Levine on the birth of a grand-

daughter to Sholom and Shayna Adler. Mazel tov to Mrs. Norma LaBrie.
 Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Brown on the birth of a great grandchild born to Rabbi
and Mrs. Eliezer Noble.
 Mrs. Miriam Barkin on the birth of a grandson to Rabbi & Mrs. Shmuel

Barkin
 Rabbi and Mrs. Avraham Muken on the birth of a grandson
 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schlachet on the engagement of Yosef to Ashira Gold-

berger of Los Angeles. Mazel tov to Mrs. Gita Frankel.

I love being a part of such a warm,
academic community where teachers work
together to discuss how to best maximize
their students’ learning.

Are you a fan of homework?
Yes, I think homework is a wonderful way
for students to learn responsibility, time
management and develop good work habits
at home. Additionally, homework is a great
way for students to solidify their learning.
At the same time, I think it’s important for
students to have a limited amount of
homework to ensure they have the
necessary time with their families.

What message do you hope stays with
your students?
Believe in yourself and live each day to the
fullest.
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BE A PART OF
BAIS YAAKOV CONVENTION 5778!

Thursday, November 30 - Sunday, December 3, 2017
Yavne High School is proud to host 600+ guests
from all over the country at this year’s annual
Bais Yaakov Convention!


Do you live in University Heights or Beachwood?



Are you able to help house convention participants?
To volunteer your home, complete and submit
the short housing form on our website
www.byconvention5778.com.
Thank you so much for your generous participation!
We welcome you to contact us with any question or concerns:

Ariella Kottler - (216) 882-5819
Shaini Gofman - (216) 868-5230
Yitty Perman - (216) 744-4859
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Adults- $12
own)- $8
Youth (8 and d

Tickets sold at the

Monday, December 4

8:00 pm
Yavne High School

Door

Doors open 7:00
For women and girls
C Designs 732-228-1947

