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MCSS Spotlight
On Wednesday, April 15, the Mitchell County School System, in conjunction with CNS,
videoed the first episode of “MCSS Spotlight,” which is a short talk show aimed at sharing the
many exciting events taking place in the Mitchell County School System and to discuss
relevant educational issues.
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The first episode was aired on April 24 and was
shown many more times throughout the week.
Shows will be shot at Mitchell County High
School. Pictured is Mitchell County High
School Media Specialist and host of MCSS
Spotlight, Ms. Jennifer Tucker (left), and her
first guest, Ms. Luci Conine, Director of
Business and Finance for the Mitchell County
School System
Mr. Rodney Conine, Director of Technology for
Mitchell County School System said, “We are thrilled about the possibilities of working with
CNS and developing MCSS Spotlight. Mitchell County Schools work vigorously to ensure
that the students of our county receive a quality education second to none. We have made
tremendous academic gains in recent years, and we’re excited about this opportunity to share
with parents and the community the events that are taking place in this system. A special
thanks to CNS and their services and support. Remember to log onto
www.mitchell.k12.ga.us for information on the Mitchell County School System.”

Catch the Rainbow:
Graphing Skittles
The kindergarten students in Miss Audrey Wallace
and Mrs. Earlene Gardner’s class are learning to
make and use graphs. Each student was given a
bag of skittles. The students had to sort the skittles
according to their color. After sorting the skittles,
the students had to label the graph and place the
skittles in the appropriate row.
Jalen Harris, Gabriellen Battles
Once the graph was completed, the
students had to answer three
questions:

Which color do you have more
of?

Which color do you have less of?

Which color is your favorite?
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The June issue of the
Eagle’s Nest will be
distributed on June 5
in order to have the
graduation pictures
in the newsletter.

MCHS
Graduation:
May 31, 2009
8 a.m.

Kindergarten
Graduation:
May 27, 2009
7 p.m.
MCHS Gym

The students enjoyed the activity, and
they really enjoyed eating the skittles
afterwards!
Pilar Ortega

Nyjawun Pitts
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A Teacher’s Treasure
Mrs. Lesonia Wingate (left), a 2nd
grade teacher at Mitchell County
Primary School, received a special
gift in the mail all the way from
Iraq. A former student, Mekisha
Butler Cunningham (right), is serving
in the army. Mekisha is stationed in
Iraq along with her husband helping
to fight for America's
freedom. She honored Mrs. Wingate
with an American flag that was flown
on a combat mission in the skies of
Iraq, on February 2, 2009, aboard the
MQ-5B Aircraft, tail #325 in a
continuing support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Mekisha’s mother, Eva Butler, is
taking care of Mekisha’s two-year-old child while she is serving our country. We wish
Mekeisha and her husband a safe journey and thank them for all that they do to protect the United States of America.

Congratulations to:

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the Mitchell
County School System.

Ryan Canidate, Quentin Thomas, Albert Bryant and Kevin Butler
for making the Georgia Music Educators Association (GMEA)
District II Elementary Honor Band.

All articles for publication in this
newsletter should be electronically
submitted to the school media
specialist by the 15th of each
month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net

FCCLA Members Participate in
State Leadership Conference
On March 19, nineteen Mitchell County High School Family, Career, and Community Leaders
of America (FCCLA) members traveled to Athens, Georgia for the “Excellence Electrified” State
Leadership Conference. This year over 1,300 Georgia FCCLA chapter members and advisers
gathered together for an “electrifying” weekend. Throughout the weekend, MCHS FCCLA
members participated in several “electrifying” sessions. Each session recognized FCCLA
chapters, members, and advisers for their outstanding projects, fundraisers, and community
involvement.

Front row: (l-r) Bratisha Bradley, Ariel Williams,
Breanna Smith, Kuwanza Frazier, and Nyasha
Clayton. Back row: Monta Hill

In addition to the recognition sessions,
members enjoyed tours around the
University of Georgia campus and
downtown Athens and a career fair
sponsored by UGA. While attending the
conference, six MCHS FCCLA members
competed in STAR Events competitions
where they each received a medal.
Competitors included: Nyasha Clayton,
Monta Hill, and Kuwanza Frazier
(Culinary Team- silver medal), Ariel
Williams (Career Investigation- gold
medal), Bratisha Bradley (Job Interviewsilver medal), and Breanna Smith (Applied
Technology- bronze medal).

Produced by:
Ruth Lee, Public Relations
Coordinator
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed and who helped proof
this issue.
It is the policy of the Mitchell
County School System not to
discriminate on the basis of race,
color, sex, religion, national origin,
age, or disability in any
employment practice, educational
program, or any other program,
activity or service.
Abbreviations:
Mitchell Co. Primary (MCPS)
Walker-Inman (WIES)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Mitchell Co. School System
(MCSS)
Parents, if you do not wish for your
child’s picture to be placed in the
newsletter or on the MCSS web
site, please go to the Central
Office to sign a waiver form.
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MCPS Gets Ready for the CRCT
On April 10, the Mitchell County Primary School students got pumped up for the CRCT test during the CRCT pep
rally. The pep rally is held each year to help students prepare for the CRCT which was administered to students in
first and second grades on April 10, 13 and 14. Mrs. Mary Beth Palmer, the school guidance counselor, reviewed
test taking tips and gave suggestions to help achieve good scores. The Mitchell County High Band rendered
several selections and the Baby Eagle Cheerleader Squad performed stunts and cheers.

CRCT Pep Rally
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Spring Horse Show
On March 21, 2009, the Southwest GA Therapeutic Riding Center in Leesburg,
GA had its Spring Horse Show. Eleven Mitchell County Riding Eagles competed
for ribbons and prizes in two different classes. From the high school-Seddrick
Childs won 1st and the 4th place, Amy Raley won 2nd and 3rd place; from the
middle school- Tiausha Pollard won 1st and 3rd place, Shawn Williams won 2nd
and 4th place; from the elementary school- Cameron Hammonds won 1st and 3rd
place, Contarious Herring won 1st and 2nd place, Dontaye Burkes won 2nd and 5th
place, Tredarrian Walker won 2nd and 4th place; and from the primary schoolCalab Phillips won 3rd and 4th place, Alisa Bond won 1st and 2nd place, Jarquez
Smith won 1st and 4th place.

Contarious Hammonds, 3rd grader at WIES.

1st row: Calab Phillips, Contarious Herring, Alisa Bond, Cameron
Hammonds, Dontaye Burkes; 2nd row: Treddarrian Walker, Jarquez
Smith, Shawn Williams, Seddrick Childs, Tiausha Pollard, Amy Raley

Tiausha Pollard, 8th grader at MCMS.

Seddrick Childs wins 1st place; Dontaye Burkes wins 5th place.
Calab Phillips, 2nd grader at MCPS

Camaria and Sissy
What a wonderful day Camaria Bryant (left) had with Sissy!
This picture captures the true beauty of being able to bring love and joy into
the life of a precious child. Sissy does not see Camaria with a physical
disability and that is the beauty of working with animals. They just see the
desire and sense the rewarding pleasure and joy. This picture captures a
tender moment, which speaks more than a thousand words.
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FY 2010 Budget Planning
Due to compounding state funding cuts, the Mitchell County School Board has been faced with possible budget shortfalls of $2,800,000 for
the 2010 fiscal year. Austerity cuts from the state have totaled approximately $3.6 million over the last 6 years including a possible state
reduction for 2010 of $1.2 million (approximately 10% of state revenues). Revenues have also decreased by approximately $2.5 million due
to decline in enrollment over the last ten years. The Mitchell County School Board has tentatively adopted the General Fund Budget for the
2010 school year. Budget Committee members Mr. Robert McDaniel and Mr. Tholen Edwards worked diligently along with Board Chair Joe
White, Superintendent Beauford Hicks, and other school administrators over the last few months to review revenues and expenses, to make
recommendations that are both educationally sound and fiscally responsible, and to balance the budget.
Over the six years of austerity cuts, class-sizes have remained low, intervention programs have been implemented, and instructional specialists
have been employed. Great academic progress has been realized through these efforts. E-rate funds and grants have been obtained to offset
costs in communications, internal connections, professional learning, intersession programs, and new technologies. The frugal use of E-rate
funds has allowed our system to become technology-oriented in every classroom. The use of Promethean boards and computers in the
classroom has helped our students gain confidence and experience with all the latest tools available.
Other achievements of the school system are the acquisition of the Board of Distinction status and Adequate Yearly Progress status at all
schools for the 2007-2008 school year. Mitchell County Primary School has again been awarded the Distinguished School Grant as one of
only 31 schools in the state to make Adequate Yearly Progress for ten consecutive years. Mitchell County High School was awarded the 2007
Championship Governor’s Cup which is given annually to a school for the greatest point gain on the SAT based on the prior three year
cumulative average. Mitchell County High School had the highest gain in the AA division for the entire state of Georgia. Mitchell County
School System has also just been awarded the Title I Distinguished District Grant award of $50,000 by the State Board of Education as one of
the top four school districts in the state in the area of gains in closing the achievement gap.
The school board passes on all state, local, and federal funds on a pro-rata basis to the Baconton Community Charter School and pays the cost
to transport students for Pelham City Schools. The school board also supplements the DeSoto Trail Library and 4-H programs that serve
Mitchell County students.
To offset the state cuts over the past 6 years, the school board has reduced staff expenses by approximately $2.6 million. Reductions have
been made in past budget years in school and central office clerical positions, administrators, bus drivers, teachers, and paraprofessionals. Sub
costs have decreased by approx $80,000 due to the use of paraprofessionals in that capacity. Cost avoidance of over $500,000 has been
realized through the energy management program.
Over the last 6 years, the school board has only increased millage rate by 2 mils of tax or the equivalent of $900,000/per year. Fund balance
reserves have been spent to keep the millage rate at its low level of 12.984. The Mitchell County School System is also one of only 8 counties
in the state that receives the local option sales tax for operations that help to keep its millage rate low. School and county millage rates for
surrounding counties are as follows…

Baker
Decatur
Dougherty
Grady
Lee
Miller

School
14.58
15.50
18.445
12.90
15.00
15.57

County
11.13
13.07
11.894
10.50
12.766
21.371

Mitchell
Randolph
Seminole
Sumter
Thomas
Worth

School
12.984
16.10
11.51
17.533
2.25
15.00

County
18.339
12.045
13.42
11.817
6.734
11.66

The school board is looking at the following areas to address the 2010 budget crisis… district level personnel, combining job duties,
technology, consumable expenses, travel and training, stipend pay, contracted services, textbooks, copier costs, redirecting grant programs,
furloughs for 12 month employees, board member donations, instructional programs. Cuts being recommended for the 2010 fiscal year will
minimally impact instruction.
Federal Stimulus funds will be used to pick up instructional expenses that would otherwise be cut to keep the class-sizes low and not interrupt
the academic progress being realized such as classroom teachers, grad coaches, nurses, and paraprofessionals saving 29 jobs. Without the
stimulus funds as projected to us by the state, the millage rate would have had to be raised by at least 2 mils of tax in order to save these
positions. The building projects currently in progress such as the new state of the art North Mitchell Elementary School building and the
physical education complex to be located on the current school campus are being funded as approved through the Special Purpose Local
Option Sales Tax referendum. These building programs do not affect the general fund or the property tax levy.
The school board budget being recommended for approval by the budget committee is a balanced budget which would not require an increase
in property tax millage for the coming year.
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MCHS Students Provide Helping Hands to MCPS
Students from Mitchell County High School provided helping hands to faculty, staff, and students at Mitchell County Primary
School. These students helped with different tasks around the school. “We are always grateful to have students from the high
school come to assist the students and staff. It’s especially nice to see former students who have developed into young,
responsible adults,” said Donna Johnson, assistant principal. MCPS thanks Mr. Robert Adams and his faculty and staff for
always supporting the Baby Eagles.

Japonica Grant, Johnathan Ellis, Roderick Peoples,
and Shaquantus Waiters

Minnie Comer, MCPS receptionist/secretary
Mrs. Felicia Govan, and Christopher Drakes

Kindergarten
Graduation

Science Classes Visit
Thronateeska Planetarium
On April 17, Ms. B. Williams' and Mrs. L. Wingate's 2nd
grade science classes visited the Thronateeska Planetarium to
learn about the stars, sun, moon, and planets. Students
learned why we have day and night, what causes the seasons,
and why the moon seems to change shape.

May 27, 2009
7 p.m.
MCHS
Gym

TOTY &
Retirement
Reception
on
May 7, 2009 at
6:30 p.m.
MCHS
Theater

First Graders Learn About Plants
First grade students are learning about plants. They have learned that plants are
living things. Plants have plant parts just like people have body parts. The
students have learned to identify the four basic parts of a plant – roots, stems,
leaves, and flowers.
In the coming weeks, they will learn what jobs each of these parts do. The
students will also learn that a plant needs sunlight, air, water, and nutrients to
survive. Additionally, students will spend time observing the life cycle of a seed
(pea or bean). This will enable them to identify the stages in a plant’s life cycle.
Pictured are Sydney Beck, Treasure Wallace and Kasey Phillips.
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Drawing of the new school:
North Mitchell County Elementary School

Future home of
North Mitchell County Elementary School
Projected completion date is December 2009.

End-of-Course Test Schedule for Mitchell County High School
May 11: Physical Science and Biology
May 12: Math 1
Math 13: U.S. History and Economics
May 14: 9th Grade English and 11th Grade American Literature

Remembering a Great Year at Walker-Inman Elementary School
by LaJuana Smith
The Walker-Inman Family has enjoyed a very productive and energetic school year. As this school year winds down, it is very
important for us to reflect back on several of our successful learning experiences.
The year started off with a blast. The school celebrated its annual “25 Book Campaign Kick-Off.” Faculty, staff, and students
dressed as their favorite literary characters and celebrated the importance of reading. Following our reading kick-off, parents
were invited to come out and participate in our annual “Math Night.” The students and their parents all participated in a variety
of math games. These two activities were created to encourage parental involvement in their child’s learning experience.
Throughout the year, the students participated in several ongoing projects that showcased their various abilities. The math classes
in grades 3-5 participated in “World Math Day” on March 4, 2009. This challenge involved students from all over the world
playing against each other in real-time battles of mental arithmetic using the Live Mathletics and Vmath Live Play game engine.
This is the second year our students have participated in the math competition. Math classes in grades three through five have
collected pennies to use in their instructional units. After completing the instructional units, the pennies were donated to St. Jude
Hospital. The students completed activities that demonstrated their knowledge in measurements, estimation and number sense.
In science the students created fossils, constellations, and craters on the moons.
Students who read their AR books, passed their AR tests, and met their AR goals were rewarded throughout the year with various
treats. Just before going home for Christmas Break, the students participated in a Christmas program that featured Mrs. Claus,
who read the book of the month for the entire student body. Our faculty, staff, and students all participated in celebrating “Read
Across America” on March 2. Faculty and staff wore t-shirts and Dr. Seuss hats. Visitors from the community came in and read
to our students, and teachers planned a variety of fun activities for their students.
As we reflect upon our many successful endeavors, I can only think of the many smiles and grins that our students shared in their
successes. As we look forward to concluding this school year, we will conclude with a Science Fair and Achievement Day.
These two activities will showcase our students’ many talents and achievements. We are looking forward to bigger and better
things next year as we become North Mitchell County Elementary School!
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Planning Your Classes for High School
Shown below is a template for students to use while they are in high school. Each year students should fill in the grades that
they make in each of the classes that they take. Students can plan ahead and see the classes that they will need in order to be
able to graduate from high school. Students should update their career plan each year in order to meet state requirements.

Extracurricular Activities at Mitchell County High School
Mitchell County High School offers many extra activities for students to demonstrate leadership skills, teamwork…..
Activities include:

Sports: basketball, baseball, football, track, softball, tennis, wrestling, golf

Student organizations: FFA, FCCLA, HOSA, GSCA, FBLA, Beta Club, TAPP, Tip-Off Club, Math Club, Spanish Club,
Y-Club, JROTC, Prom Committee, etc.

Work Program/Internships

Student Council, Class Representatives, presenters at grade level events, etc.
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Mitchell County Young Farmers Sponsor
Mitchell County Quality Swine Show
On February 16 and 17, the Mitchell County Young Farmers held their annual FFA and 4H Swine Show. The show included
FFA and 4H members from Camilla, Sale City, Pelham, Baconton, and Hopeful. These students were responsible for the
selection, care and training of their hog projects for the four months prior to the show, as well as keeping records of expenses
related to the project, and any health issues and medications administered to these project animals. While working with their
livestock projects, all students learned basic business skills, as well as developing animal husbandry skills and leadership skills.
Entries were divided and shown by weight with no more than a ten-pound weight difference allowed in each class; pigs were
judged on quality and conformation. Congratulations to all the participants for a job well done.

JROTC Spring Super Sports Day
On April 17, the Eagles of GA-946 competed in their Spring Super Sports Day events. The upper class staff, led by junior Cadet
Chris Whitlock, did an outstanding job of creating, coordinating and executing a day which was both fun and challenging for the
entire cadet corps. The competition was fierce throughout the day. Bravo Flight, commanded by junior Cadet Keayonna
McKinney, started the day by winning the 4 x 100 meter relay. Bravo Flight won the kickball tournament as well. Alpha Flight,
the defending Super Sports Day champs and led by junior Cadet Tiona Burley, mastered the drill competition as a flight. In the
individual drill event, Alpha Flight's sophomore Cadet Kentavius Haynes took the top prize. It was Delta Flight, commanded by
junior Cadet Brionne Green, won the Super Sports Day trophy by besting the obstacle course and pulling best at tug-of-war.
Overall, the day was a great success due to great cadet leadership and fellowship throughout.
The cadets followed their Super Sports Day with a car wash the next day. Advanced Auto Parts donated the space and some
needed cleaning items. Approximately 40 cadets, led by senior Cadet Latoya Nixon, toiled in the sun for six hours receiving
donations for their efforts. The cadets collected a grand total of $886.01 which will be donated to the local Red Cross. The Red
Cross will use the funds to aid victims of recent local flooding in Mitchell County. Great job, cadets!!
Delta Flight winning the Tug-of War
Cadet Kenya Douglas powers the kickball.

Activities for May
On May 2, cadets will visit Warner
Robins Air Force Base and attend
the Annual Air Show featuring the
world renowned Thunderbirds!
To finish the year, JROTC will
hold its Annual Awards Ceremony
on May 19, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Mitchell County High School
Auditorium. Cadets who earned
awards will receive them in both
National and Local levels.

Cadet Coretta Redden
advertises the Car Wash

Bravo Flight winning
the 4 x 100 meter relay
anchored by Cadet
Desmond Jones.

Trio of cadets start the 4 x 100 meter relay

Flights will be given trophies in
areas such as academics, athletics,
community service, drill, uniform
wear, and the “Flight of the Year.”
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GCSA Members Compete in State Competition
Georgia Career Student Association members participated in the GCSA State
Leadership Conference held on Jekyll Island on April 2-4, 2009. Achievements
at state competition for the student organization included: Bronze Level for
2008-09 Chapter Improvement Quest, Honorable Mention for Chapter of the
Year Notebook, 100% Participation Chapter, and Certificate for participation in
GCSA 08-09 Statewide Campaign. Individual accomplishments were: 2nd place
in Job Interview-Bratisha Bradley,
4th place in Mathematical ApplicationQuinntavious Williams, Honorable Mention in Prepared Speech-Vakiesha
Williams, and Honorable Mention in School Project-Derrick Brown.
1st row: Vakiesha Williams, Bratisha Bradley
2nd row: Quinntavious Williams, Derrick Brown.

Information about the Swine Flu
The following information was released from the Southwest Public Health District from Albany, GA. There are no known cases of swine flu
in Georgia. Swine flu is a respiratory disease of pigs that does not normally infect humans; however, human infections with swine flu do
occur. This current strain of swine flu has begun to spread from human to human, causing illness. The symptoms of swine flu in people are
often similar to regular seasonal flu and include fever, lethargy, lack of appetite and coughing. Some people with swine flu also have reported
runny nose, sore throat, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. There are everyday actions you can take to stay healthy, and please encourage your
children to follow these simple steps: Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after
you use it. Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based hands cleaners are also effective.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way. Try to avoid close contact with sick people. If your child gets sick, please
keep them home and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them. If your child is ill and has recently traveled to an area affected by
swine flu, or has been in contact with someone who has been infected with swine flu, contact your child's healthcare provider immediately. If
you would like more information about swine flu, visit www.southwestpublichealth.org or the CDC at www.cdc.gov.

Hands-on Learning
MCHS student Monta Hill
(right) and Culinary Arts
instructor Lillibel Wingate are
shown stuffing two pigs with
sausage. They then sewed up
the pigs. The pigs were later
smoked and served at a
reception for 500 people.

MCHS Junior/Senior Prom

Presenter at
Board Meeting
Jessica Sanders
led the Pledge of
Allegiance at the
April meeting of the
Board of Education.
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Mitchell County High School
Junior/Senior Prom

Queen: Adara King;
King: Ontarius Arnold

Princess: Keondrea Jackson
Prince: Fulterius King

Page 11

May 2009 Edition

Page 12

School System Calendar

Calendar of Events for May 2009
Mitchell County Primary School
1

Fun Friday (9:00-12:00)

12

Pre-K/Kindergarten Transition Night at 6 p.m. in MCPS
cafeteria

14

Pre-K Field Day

15

K-2 Field Day

20

Pre-K Closing Activity at 6:30 p.m. in MCPS gym

26

Pre-K Parent Thank You Night at 6:30 p.m.

27

Kindergarten Graduation: 7 p.m. at MCHS

28

Academic Celebrations K-2 at 9 a.m. at MCPS gym

Teacher of the Year & Retirement Reception at
6:30 p.m. at MCHS Theater

26

Regular Board Meeting: 6:30 p.m. at board office

*Mitchell County High School

Walker-Inman Elementary School
5

School Pictures-must pre-pay

7

5th Grade Mock Court

22

7

rd

th

Achievement Day - 3 , 4 & 5

1

Home baseball game against Thomasville

4

Quiz Bowl Championship

5

Lifetouch Freestyle Pictures

6

Josten’s - order rings

11

May 11-15: EOCT administered (See page 7.)

14

FFA Awards Banquet

15

Relay for Life

19

ROTC Awards Ceremony

21

CTAE Awards Ceremony;
1st-4th period final exams for seniors

th

Mitchell County Middle School
8

8th Grade Orlando Trip

22

5th-9th period final exams for seniors

13

MCMS All Sports Banquet

27

3rd, 4th, and 5th period final exams

14

Club Day; 5th Grade Orientation

28

9th, 8th, and 7th period final exams;
Senior Honor’s Night

15

Relay for Life
29

1st and 2nd period final exams

18

ELA 9 weeks exam

31

MCHS graduation - 8 a.m.

19

Math/Connections 9 weeks exam

20

Science 9 weeks exam

21

Social Studies 9 weeks exam

22

Field Day; 8th grade dance

27

Eagle’s Bash

28

8th Grade Celebration Supper

29

Honor’s Day

3rd Annual Antonio Haynes Kids Day
May 16, 2009
Two events in one day:
9:30 a.m-4 p.m. Basketball Skills Camp ($10)
and
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Coach Keaton Memorial All Star
Classic ($2; free for kids who attended the camp)
Call 886-3858 for more details.

*Revised: May 1, 2009

Mitchell County Basketball Classic
Camilla vs Pelham (Males)
Plus 7-8 & 9-10 year olds
May 2, 2009
5 p.m.
Mitchell County High School Gym
Cost: $5

