Weekly Memos – December 18, 2017
*The Superintendent Memo will resume January 8, 2017*

Upgrades Underway
As we approach the close of the year, we are working tirelessly to execute the
upgrades that have been approved by the board. Now, all schools’ gymnasiums will be
air conditioned, which is long overdue considering the unique health challenges that
some of our students have. Just this past summer, we were able to upgrade the
Fayette-Ware campus gymnasium. For the past 30 years, the school has maintained
its look, so we have decided to renovate the gym and upgrade the lighting system to
include more energy efficient lights, which will save on our utilities. The board and I will
continue to work together to provide these necessary upgrades and new programming
to ensure that our schools and families are receiving a quality education that supports
all children. In the coming weeks, I will be highlighting a few programs that we have
and/or will be implementing. For now, take a look at the before and after pictures of the
Fayette-Ware gymnasium. This is evidence that our tax dollars are being spent for worthy and needed
changes that will ultimately make our school district one of choice.

Teacher Tuesday Schedule - Revised
Audience: All
Teacher Tuesday will be held on December 19, 2017. Students will attend school a half day; lunch
will be served. All FCPS staff are required to participate in the professional development. B.A.S.E.
will be open at all schools. Beyond the Bell will be closed.
*Teacher Tuesday Schedule: Teacher Tuesday Logistics
*Sign In Sheet: Teacher Tuesday Sign In Sheet
*Survey Link -- https://tinyurl.com/FCPS-TT --The survey should be completed at the end of each
session by all participants
*Sign In Sheet - should be submitted to the CSO at the end of the session.

Termination of My Learning Plan
Audience: All
We will no longer be using the services of My Learning Plan. If you have documents stored in your
library or portfolio that you would like to save, please log in to My Learning Plan before January 15,
2018 and print them out for your records. They will not be available to you after that time. If you
have trouble logging in, please contact Jodi Joyner at jodi.joyner@fcsk12.net.

REACH Academy Students Graduate
REACH Academy held its 2nd Annual REACH Academy Commencement Ceremony at the First
United Methodist Church in Somerville. Seven graduates joined this cohort to receive diplomas.
Fayette County Public Schools is proud to offer students multiple pathways to success.
Congratulations, graduates.

The Return of Old School Lunches
Because healthy students are a priority, school
cafeterias across the district have been
offering a variety of healthy choices to
students. Lunch options include colorful mixes
of vegetables, fruits, potatoes, and meat that
tend to mirror delicious old school lunches.
Our director of nutrition, Dasie Gilchrease
continues to work with her team to provide
the assistance and support to ensure that our
lunches are tasty and nutritious. Healthy
bodies make healthy minds!

Top Notch Welding Program at FayetteWare
The welding program at Fayette-Ware has inspired a
creative spark in its students! Welder Gavin Graves
fabricated this amazing WELCOME sign out of
horseshoes. The welding program has taught students
a diverse set of skills that can be utilized in many
different ways. By the way, Gavin was making this as a
surprise for his mom for Christmas but we spoiled it.
Sorry, Gavin.

Principal Serves Dads Donuts
at Southwest
Donuts with my dad? Yes, please! The
principal at Southwest Elementary, Dr.
Fabre Ford, practiced service with a smile
during “Donuts with Dads”, a fun event
that allowed students to share a treat and
some time with their dads.

Fayette-Ware 2017-18 Freshman Basketball Team
Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High School is proud to announce its 2017-18 freshman team. This
elite group of freshmen will represent the school proudly during the 2017-18 basketball season.
Season schedules can be found online at www.fcsk12.net.

Fayette-Ware Hosts Arts and Foreign
Language Holiday Extravaganza
It was a multicultural experience for parents,
grandparents, and community members as Fayette-Ware
hosted the Arts and Foreign Language Holiday
Extravaganza. The band performed holiday selections, as
did the concert choir, one of which was sung in a foreign
language. The Foreign Language Department had displays
up of their countries, as well as food samples. Art was
displayed down the halls for visitors to view. What an
amazing event by talented students!

Amazing Craftsmanship Shown by Fayette-Ware Senior
Is this work or play? Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High School senior Axel de la Cerda blended
academics and his passion for fun in creating this beautiful pool table for his senior project. This
fully functional pool table was in full use and on display during the Senior Project Showcase. What
a brilliant display of talent!

Fayette-Ware Senior Shows Great
Marketing Skills
Senior Aapri Garrett with “A Touch of Beauty”
displays her beauty line during the Senior Project
Showcase. Her bath products and sugar scrubs
were beautifully displayed, which is a powerful
marketing strategy. This amazing senior has a
bright future ahead!

Amazing Winter Musical at East Junior High
The Winter Musical at East Junior High School was a smashing success! Many proud parents
watched on as the band played and musical selections were sung. Now this is the way to get in the
Christmas spirit!

Oakland Elementary Represents in Oakland Christmas Parade
Baby, it’s cold outside! Students and teachers from Oakland Elementary stayed merry as they tried
to stay warm during a brisk Oakland Christmas Parade. Although it may have been chilly outside,
their spirits remained warm and bright!

Lion Band Plays Strong in Oakland
Christmas Parade
The band from West Junior High School
represented well as they marched and played in
the Oakland Christmas Parade. Lion band
members, led by band instructor Mrs. Buss,
played cheerful holiday tunes for the crowd.
What a merry way to spread holiday cheer!

East JRHS Bulldogs Defeat Middleton
The East JR HS Bulldogs continued their winning ways as they swept a pair of games vs. the
Middleton Tigers. The Lady Bulldogs outran the Lady Tigers in the first game. Markea Herron
scored 8 points in the first half to lead the Lady Bulldogs. East turned up the pressure in the 2nd
half and Middleton had trouble advancing past half court, allowing East to convert the turnovers
into easy layups. Markayla Terry scored 9 points in the 2nd half and finished with a game high 17
points. Markea Herron added 12, and Leah Yates hit a 3pointer for the Lady Bulldogs.
The boys’ game was never in doubt as for the 2nd straight game, East jumped out to a big lead and
never looked back, cruising to the 60-23 victory. The Bulldogs started out hot from downtown as
they hit four 1st half 3-pointers, including three by Mario Henderson. The Bulldogs took a 31-12
lead into halftime. The 2nd half was much of the same. It was Quinterrio Maclin’s turn, as he
scored all ten of his points in the 3rd quarter and the Bulldogs were in complete control. Both
benches were again cleared in the 4th quarter and the Bulldog bench closed out the game.
Henderson again led a balanced East scoring attack with 11 points, while Maclin finished with 10
and Harmonta Griggs added 9points. Season schedules can be found online at www.fcsk12.net.

East JRHS Bulldogs Split with Barret’s Chapel
The East JR HS Bulldogs welcomed Barret’s Chapel to Somerville and came away with a split. In the
first game, cold shooting plagued the Lady Bulldogs as they couldn’t find the target early and
watched the Lady Wildcats take an early 13-4 1st quarter lead. The struggle continued in the 2nd
quarter and Barret’s Chapel took a 25-6 lead into halftime. Markayla Terry had all 6 points for East.
The Lady Bulldogs found their shooting touch in the 2nd half and outscored Barret’s Chapel 27-21.
But it wasn’t enough and the Lady Wildcats held on for the 46-33 victory. The Lady Bulldogs were
led by Markea Herron’s 12 points, Markayla Terry chipped in with 11 points and Nakiaya Davis
added 5. Barret’s Chapel’s Warren led all scorers with a game high 29 points.
The boys’ game saw the Bulldogs jump out to a big lead and cruise to the 57-34 win. Pressure
defense proved to be trouble for the Wildcats as East picked up full court and trapped at every
opportunity. Marquis Seaberry and Harmonta Griggs each scored 8 points in the 1st half to pace
the Bulldogs. The 2nd half was much of the same as the Wildcats had no answer for the speed of
East’s pressure and were held scoreless in the 4th quarter. Quinterrio Maclin found his shooting
touch as he scored ten 2nd half points and finished with 14 points. Harmonta Griggs led the way
with 15 points for the Bulldogs, while Seaberry added 11 points.

Fayette-Ware Basketball Travels to Chattanooga
The Fayette-Ware Wildcats hit the road to participate in the East-West Classic held in Chattanooga
last weekend. The Classic featured a number of matchups between the best teams in West and
East Tennessee. The Wildcats were able to come away with a split against two of East Tennessee’s
better teams. On Friday night, the Wildcats got right off the bus and took the court vs. Class AAA
power, Oak Ridge. In a battle of Wildcats, the good guys came out on top 68-61, showing no
effects from the almost six hour bus ride. Fayette-Ware got out to an early lead thanks to the
inside game of bruising forward, Tyiee Watkins. Watkins scored eight 1 st quarter points on layups
and put backs as the Wildcats crashed the boards early. He had help in the 2 nd quarter as five
different Wildcats scored and Fayette-Ware took a 31-26 lead into halftime. Oak Ridge turned its
own pressure up in the 3rd quarter forcing the Wildcats into some forced turnovers and closed to
42-40 heading into the 4th quarter. Oak Ridge was forced to foul in an effort to make a comeback
in the 4th quarter but Fayette-Ware was strong at the line, closing out the game by going 13-17
from the stripe in the 4th quarter. Jaylon Taylor led the way with 18 points and Tre’ Yates chipped
in with 16 points. The Wildcats improved to 7-1 on the young season.
In a quick turnaround, the Wildcats traveled up the road to Cleveland, TN to battle another Class
AAA power, Bradley Central. Fayette-Ware got off to a slow start and found themselves trailing
after the 1st quarter, 17-9. However, junior Jaylon Taylor again found his shooting stroke in the 2 nd
quarter, going off for 12 points on a variety of moves. The Wildcats also turned up the pressure on
the defensive end, forcing the Bears into turnovers, which allowed Fayette-Ware to tie the game at
33 as the teams headed into the halftime locker room. The effects of a long trip and a short
turnaround showed their effects in the 2nd half. Bradley Central was able to take advantage of
Wildcat turnovers and poor free throw shooting. Fayette-Ware could only manage 21 2nd half
points and the Bears held on for the 63-54 victory. Jaylon Taylor again led the Wildcats with 16
points, while senior Carrington Macklin added 9 points. Both the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams
will be in action Dec 19-23 at the Briarcrest Christmas Classic. Schedules can be found on
www.fcsk12.net.

