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Important Dates:
September 5 NO SCHOOL
September 9 Grandparent
Mass and Breakfast 8-9:30

Meet the Teacher
We have many wonderful new teachers this school year! Let’s get to
know a little bit more about Ms. Neumann, our 4th grade and newest
ACE teacher!
Hometown: Houston, TX
Education: B.A. in Economics from the University of Notre Dame, Class of 2016, currently
studying for my Master's in Education from the University of Notre Dame's ACE program.
Philosophy of Teaching: I believe that teaching and learning should be student-centered
and student-directed, especially at the fourth grade level. I believe that we can all learn
more as a classroom community by creating and forming our knowledge together!
What you are most excited about this year: I am excited to
get to know all the Santa Clara students and families this year and
look forward to becoming part of the school community!
Hobbies: I love needlepointing, knitting, baking, cooking, and
watching Notre Dame football.
One Last Thing: I already feel so blessed to be spending my first
year teaching here at Santa Clara. Everybody has been so
welcoming already -- thank you! I am here through the Notre Dame
ACE program, which means I will be teaching here at Santa Clara
for at least the next two years. I can't wait to see what's in store

September 12-15 VIRTUS
Lessons
September 15 Parent
Education Night 6-7 PM
September 15 Mexican
Independence Celebration 7-8
PM
September 16 Picture Day and
September 20 SPIRIT DAY
September 22 Cub Scout
Meeting
September 23 Half Day: No
Aftercare/No Lunch
September 29 Half Day: No
Aftercare/No Lunch
September 30 No School
October 4 Cookie Dough
Fundraiser Begins

Picture Day Picture Day is September 16th. Students are to wear Mass Uniforms. In
order to receive pictures, you must prepay and turn in forms by the 12th. Please make checks payable
to Lifetouch. If you are paying with cash, please send in exact change.

Mission: Santa Clara of Assisi Catholic Academy collaborates with families to provide an excellent multi-cultural,
bi-literate, academic program, rooted in the joy of prayer and a faith-filled community, to empower the future.

Philosophy: Santa Clara of Assisi Catholic Academy strives to provide a safe, Catholic environment, in which
teachers and parents collaborate to develop students who faithfully follow God’s call to grow spiritually, academically, physically, and emotionally. It is the goal of Santa Clara of Assisi Catholic Academy to instill the values of prayer,
community, and joy in our students, so that they may be enlightened and perpetually seek Truth and the Common
Good. Students of Santa Clara of Assisi Catholic Academy will live by the words of Saint Clare and “See God in all
things.”

You’re Invited!!!! To our Parent Education

From the Teacher’s Desk ...

Night September 15th from 6-7 PM. Join
us for an hour of tips, take aways, and take-home
information and materials to help your child succeed. Parents who attend, their child/children will
receive a free dress down day the following week.

SCCA families are responsible for selling 15
tickets at $5.00 to help the Parish for the
Jamaica. Stop by the school office to pick up
your tickets if you have not already. Thank you!

Mrs. Yarbrough is asking for parents to donate old t-shirts to the art
room for those messy and magnificent art projects!
Ms. Pajda asks that all 8th graders
turn in their permission slips for High
School visits.

Hello everyone! I wanted to take a moment to give an update on the music activities at Santa Clara since the school year has
started. The PreK and Elementary programs are starting to work on basic singing skills, singing songs that deal with everyday
student issues like losing their baby teeth, making new friends, having a positive self image, and learning about the United
States. The 7th and 8th grade choir is also off to a great start. We have been singing at mass the last two weeks, and we are
looking to start singing some new music soon. I hope to start working on some songs in English, Spanish, Latin, and some
other unique languages. Students in grades 4-6 that do not have the option to take vocal music during the day will have the
opportunity to sing in a before school group that will meet on Wednesday and Friday mornings at 7:30am. I will have a signup
list on my door starting on Tuesday to pool how many students are interested in singing. The first rehearsals will begin
on September 14th, and the focus of the first rehearsals will be on music for Mass.
On the instrumental side, the band at Santa Clara is off to a great second year. The 4th and 5th grade ensemble has over
twenty students, and it comprises a full complement of woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. Band practices are on
Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays for 4th and 5th graders, and 6th-8th graders meet on Tuesday and Thursdays. It is essential that students bring everything they need for band rehearsal each day they have practice. They will always need their instrument, book, and a music stand. If your child is still missing any of these items, please contact the Music and Arts store in
Cedar Hill to get what your child needs. I will be available after school on Tuesday and Thursdays for all band students to get
extra help, so feel free to have your child stay for some extra help if they need it– practice will go until 4:30.
It is my pleasure to work with your child/children this year, and I look forward to everything we have ahead of us. If there are
ever any questions, please contact me at bmcdannald@santaclaraacademy.org.
-Mr. McDannald

Santa Clara Cub Scout Pack 9416 is having a
special Pack Meeting at the Community Center on Thursday
September 22nd from 6:00-7:00 pm!
Any boy in 1st - 5th grades is welcome to join us– whether it is
your first time or you’re your fifth! Snacks and drinks provided.
For those interested in joining, please contact Brian
Voigt (bcvoigt@me.com / 480-489-3858) or Jessica
Reyes (jserna04@sbcglobal.net / 214-244-2544). Even if you
don’t contact us first, please feel free to simply show up at the
meeting as well. We welcome any new scouts…no experience
required!
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Please drop off completed Cub Scout applications to the
front office

Knight News
5k flyers went home in Thursday Folders last week. If you wish to sign up and/or become a sponsor please contact
Coach Matamoros.

Volleyball

Practice Time Change: Practices will now be on Monday’s and Wednesday’s from 4:00-5:30 in the
Gym with Ms. Ostrowski and Ms. Pajda. Pick up will be at the gym. The first game is September 10th. Time and location TBD.

Cross Country Practices will be held on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 4:00-5:15 pm.
Those interested in Youth Sports (Pre-K - 4th) through the YMCA may go on the Athletics Home Page and find the
information posted for Fall
September.

Soccer and Flag-Football. Deadlines to register are

the first week of

Parents of Volleyball and Cross Country athletes, expect an email from Coach Matamoros on information for a parent
meeting to go over the upcoming seasons rules and expectations.

Coach Michael Matamoros
Athletic Director
mmatamoros@santaclaraacademy.org

We pray for...
This year, we are giving all of
our families the opportunity to
send in prayer requests, so that
as a school family, we can
support one another in prayer
and intention. Please send
requests in to
cbaker@santaclaraacademy.org

Mother Teresa
Feast Day: September 5th
Mother Teresa left a testament of unshakable faith, invincible hope and extraordinary charity. Her response to Jesus'
plea, "Come be My light," made her a Missionary of Charity,
a "mother to the poor," a symbol of compassion to the
world, and a living witness to the thirsting love of God. She
is a symbol of love and compassion. When Mother was with
us, we were witnesses to her shining example of all the
Christian virtues. Her life of loving service to the poor has
inspired many to follow the same path. Her witness and
message are cherished by those of every religion as a sign
that "God still loves the world today.
Mother Teresa was canonized this past Sunday, September
4th, 2016.
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To read more about NCEA, please visit www.ncea.org

Accreditation
Santa Clara is going through the Accreditation
process at the end of September. We feel
extremely prepared and proud to show all the
wonderful things we do within our school. We
thank you for all that you do for our school and
students, and appreciate your continued
support in our mission to educate your
child/children to be apostles of faith.

