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New Test Data Shows District 153 Students Continuing to
Succeed and Grow
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Illinois has released data from the 2013 Illinois State Achievement Test (ISAT).
As we reported back in the spring, Illinois
changed the way it scores the ISAT making it
much more difficult for students to meet or
exceed state standards. As expected, a lower percentage of District 153 students cleared
that new higher bar. Still, a slightly higher
(Continued on page 2)
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In celebration of
student achievement

THINK SPRING!
SAVE THE DATE:
APRIL 12, 2014
Put it on your calendar
now! Foundation 153’s
annual dinner and silent
auction, “Spring for
Homewood Schools,”
will take place at
Ravisloe Country Club.
Enjoy a fun night
out...all to benefit
Homewood’s public
schools.

Nearly $3 Million Deficit
Projected in District Budget
On Sept. 16, District 153’s Board of Education
approved a budget for the 2013-14 fiscal
year. The budget projects a deficit of almost
$3 million. Revenues generated by the 2011
bond referendum will be used to plug the gap
between revenues and expenditures and allow the schools to maintain current levels of
staff, services and programs.
The school district is still on track with the financial projections made during the referendum campaign and continues to honor its commitment to providing the same high quality
educational services for students as it always
has, said Superintendent Dr. Dale Mitchell.
“However, our 2011 referendum was just a
short-term solution. In 2011, we were hoping
the economy would improve in the next few
years easing strain on school budgets, but that
doesn’t appear to be happening quickly
enough,” said Mitchell.
Mitchell said the school district’s incoming revenue continues to shrink for a number of reasons, primarily the state’s continued cuts to
general state education funding. Since 2012,
Illinois has provided only 89 percent of the

THE THRILL OF ACCOMPLISHMENT
Above, Nylah Conner, 3rd-grade, is hoisted in
celebration by her teammates upon completing her
first Girls on the Run 5K, November 16th at
Chicago’s Montrose Harbor. Conner is just one of
about 40 girls from Churchill and Millennium Schools
who participated this fall in their school’s Girls on the
Run after school club. Girls on the Run is a national
effort aimed at encouraging preteen girls to develop
self-respect and healthy lifestyles through running.

general state aid funds to school districts that it
should. That has resulted in a nearly $2 million
cut to District 153’s revenues over the past
three years. Next year, the state is projected
(Continued on page 3)
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Student Survey Results: Students Feel Safe, Respected,
Academically Challenged Here
(Continued from page 1)

percentage of our
students are scoring
above the state average even under
the new scoring
method.
It's important to note
that if the same cut
scores were used last
year to compute the
number of kids performing at
the "meet" or "exceeds" levels,
District 153 results would have
been very similar to previous
years.
The state has started to measure whether or not students are
improving on state tests from
year to year. The new data

shows that District 153 students
improved a bit more than the
state average (chart, above)
on this new measure of growth.
New This Year: Student Survey
For the first time this year, Illinois students in grades 6-12
were surveyed about the learn-

ing environment at their schools. both fellow students and teachers. Moreover, they feel chalResponses from James Hart 7th
lenged academically by high
– and 8th-grade students reexpectations.
veal that they, by and large,
feel safe and respected by

For more information and data, visit

Illinoisreportcard.com

Learning is a Family Affair
The educational research data
is clear: the family’s involvement
in a child’s education is key to
success in school. That’s why
District 153 tries to offer as
many opportunities as possible
for parents and other loved
ones to get more involved, including a number of events this
fall.

Willow preschooler Emmitt Crutcher
works on his fine motor skills by scarecrow-making with his mom.

letters, colors,
and reading.

Millennium
School hosted a
parent workshop on October 24th.
Among the topics discussed
were strategies
At Willow School, preschoolers for making
2nd-grader Toni Purchas enjoys a game of bingo with her
family during Willow School’s Family Game Night.
and their parents made scare- homework less
crows together, giving kids the stressful and
chance to practice following
how to help
Her “Coffey Talks” have, so far,
directions and hone their fine
students stay organized and
covered such topics as report
motor skills with scissors and
motivated to read.
cards, school district safety and
glue. On November 21st, famiChurchill School Principal Cece emergency procedures, and a
lies were invited to come for an
Coffey has started a series of
curriculum review.
evening of playing games, a
parent information sessions.
fun way to reinforce numbers,
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District 153 Earns Kudos for Regional Music Auditions

ORCHESTRA: Shane Kalas, Tara Thrall,
Maddie Moxley

CHOIR: Ken Nakamura, Andronicus
Marati, Max Dunlavy, Joseph Crecco,
Jovan White, Aileen Straley, Eli Kebshull
Dylan Dunlavy

BAND: Michael Colton (jazz band).
Victor Zambrano, Ethan Bosch (jazz
band)

About 1,100 students from 74
schools from Chicago and the
south and west suburbs descended on the James Hart
and Millennium campus on
October 5th to audition for
the Illinois Music Educators
Association District 1 Music
Festivals for band, orchestra,
choir and jazz band. The
competition was fierce for the
approximately 300 slots in
the Festival.

The Homewood PTA had the
birthday, but it’s Churchill
School that got the present!
As part of the celebration of its
100th birthday, the Homewood
PTA has donated an original
work of public art to the
Churchill playground. A mosaic
bench was created by local
artist (and PTA member) Jennie
Bohlman, and features a world

to “prorate” general state aid
even further to only 85 percent, another $600,000 cut in
District 153 education funding.

Above, 5th-graders Gianna Smith
and Sofi Riedel help maintain the
Millennium School’s courtyard. The
courtyard and the nearby Izaak
Walton Preserve have served as
outdoor science labs for students.

While some hopefuls may
have left disappointed that
they were not chosen to participate, everyone left with a
positive feeling about our
school district.

"We received positive comments all day long about how
organized everything was
and about our event volunteers," said James Hart Band
Director Matt Zimmerman.
"We could never take on an
event like this without the help
of our Parent Music Association and other volunteers. We
will never be able to express
just how much their time is
appreciated."

Churchill School Playground Receives Special Gift

(Continued from page 1)

MOTHER NATURE’S
CLASSROOM

District 153 congratulates all
40 James Hart music students
who auditioned, including the
14 students who earned a
coveted spot at the Festival
(see left).

Because of state funding cuts,
District 153 is increasingly reliant on local property tax receipts, now the largest source
of school revenue. Thanks to
conscientious, educationminded home and business
owners, we are fortunate to
have one of the highest tax
collection rates in the area. Yet
Homewood is an older, landlocked community, so there is

map and the school's "four r's"
for good behavior.
The next time you are in the
neighborhood, be sure to stop
and see this beautiful addition
to the school.
Right, Mosaic artist Jennie Bohlman, PTA
President Ashanti Bethea and Principal
Cece Coffey with the newest addition to
the Churchill playground.

little opportunity to add new
homes or businesses to expand
the tax base. Overall local tax
revenues to fund education
remain essentially flat because
they are tied to the rate of
inflation and negatively affected by property tax appeals.

increases to the Consumer Price
Index (CPI).
“We can and will continue to
be frugal on the spending side,
but it’s very difficult to maintain the same quality of education for students without the
same ability to pay for it,” he
said.

Federal education funds also
have been cut about 5 percent The Board of Education and
due to sequestration.
the administration will be conMitchell said the school district sidering additional cost-saving
is continuing to hold the line on measures over the next few
spending with considerable
months. Dr. Mitchell plans on
help from staff. For example, holding one or two public
the recently-approved 5-year meetings this winter to update
contract with the district’s labor the community on school district
union ties future staff salary
finances.
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District 153 Celebrates Student Achievement
Four District 153 students have
been honored for outstanding student
achievement by the Board of Education.

Above, (L to R) Honorees Kamrin Cox, Willow School; Luke
Kokat-Sizemore, Churchill School ; Tyra Grady, James Hart
School are congratulated by Shelly Marks, School Board President and Tom Dockweiler.

The students were presented with the
2012-13 "Tom Dockweiler Award"
which celebrates students who showed
great academic improvement during
the previous school year through hard
work, persistence and a positive attitude.
The award is presented yearly to one
student in each of the school district's
four schools and is named in honor of
Thomas Dockweiler, a former school
board member who retired from the
board in 2007 after 21 years of service.
Left, Millennium School honoree Cheynel Smith is
congratulated by Principal Shirley Watkins, School
Board President Shelly Marks and Superintendent
Dale Mitchell.

PANTHER PRIDE
Congratulations to Jack Anderson,
Donald Crocker, Samantha Gibbs,
Jaden Gladden, Leanna Lewis, Erik
Manzig, Adriana Pierce, Bailey
Sheridan, and Dashunti Wheeler, the
first recipients of the new “Panther
Pride” awards at James Hart School.
These students were selected by their
teachers for excelling in the areas of
academic performance, effort and
determination, friendliness and
disposition, and/or service to their
school and community.

