September 2017
San Benito Consolidated Independent School District

Making and reinforcing strong connections!
A message from the
Superintendent of Schools
I ofﬁcially began my duties as Superintendent of Schools
on Monday, September 4. I took time prior to that to learn
more about the district and campuses. Taking the time to do
that beforehand helped me get a glimpse of the innovative
and exciting things happening at the campus and district
level. It also gave me a chance to become familiar with
names and faces.
I would like to publicly mention that I am grateful for this opportunity,
Nate Carman, Ed.D.
and I extend my most sincere appreciation to our Board of Trustees for
Superintendent of Schools
having placed the conﬁdence in me to become the district’s top leader.
In my short time here in San Benito, I’ve witnessed some remarkable
things happening in our district. This happens when staff members are dedicated and committed to
making a difference in the lives of the over 10,000 students that we serve. I’m excited to learn more about
the school district in the days and months ahead.
As Superintendent, I will work with the Board of Trustees and district staff members to help reach the
goals lined out in our strategic plan in the areas of Curriculum and Instruction, Finance, Facilities,
Post-Secondary Readiness, and Communications and Public Relations.
My goal is to provide some direction and a lot of support so that we may provide a premier education
for all students, through a positive and safe learning environment so that our graduates leave our district
college, career, and
workforce ready.
I am grateful for the
opportunity to serve as the
district’s top leader, and I
certainly am looking
forward to building
long-lasting relationships
and positive rapport with
our students, teachers,
staff, parents and
members of our
community while also
building lasting
partnerships with local
business and community
organizations.
In closing, I am grateful
to be part of this
outstanding district. I
ﬁrmly believe that working
Newly-named Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman, far left, joined by then Acting
together, we will be able
Superintendent Hilda G. Rendon and Board President Michael A. Vargas, visits with Dr. Raul
to accomplish so much
Garza, Jr. Elementary Principal Elsa Lambert, staff, and students. Dr. Carman visited
more.
campuses to become familiar with the school district the weeks before ofﬁcially beginning

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through a
positive and safe
learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.
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Dr. De Leon nominated for
LifeChanger of the Year award
San Benito High School health science teacher Dr.
Anabell De Leon has been nominated for the 2017-2018
national LifeChanger of the Year Award.
Sponsored by the National Life Group Foundation, the
LifeChanger of the Year program recognizes and rewards
the very best K-12 educators and school district
employees across the United States who are making a
difference in the lives of students by exemplifying
excellence, positive inﬂuence and leadership.
San Benito High School health science teacher Dr. Anabell De
Nominated anonymously by a colleague, Dr. De Leon
Leon has been nominated for the 2017-2018 national LifeChanger
has been part of the district for the past eight years and
of the Year Award for making a difference in the lives of students
also serves as a board member of Health Occupations
by exemplifying excellence, positive inﬂuence and leadership.
Students of America, or HOSA. Deleon was praised for her
perseverance and commitment to her profession.
“I have seen Dr. De Leon staying late after school hours making sure that her assignments are prepared for the
next day, making calls to parents regarding the child’s progress/regression in schoolwork, and providing the best
tools available to students for them to maximize their learning abilities,” the nominator said. “I truly admire Dr. De
Leon’s commitment.”
Each school year, LifeChanger of the Year receives hundreds of nominations from all 50 states and the District of
Columbia. A total of 17 winners will receive various awards and cash prizes of up to $10,000 to be shared with
their respective school/district.
Winners are chosen by a selection committee comprised of former winners and education professionals.
Nominees must be K-12 teachers or school district employees. To be considered for an award, nominees must:
•
•
•
•
•
•

make a positive impact in the lives of students;
enhance their school or district’s atmosphere, culture and pride;
demonstrate exemplary leadership at the school and/or district level;
possess a proven record of professional excellence;
show commitment to building a nurturing environment that supports learning; and
adhere to the highest moral and ethical standards.

To view Dr. De Leon’s LifeChanger of the Year nominee proﬁle, or to nominate someone from your school
community, visit www.LifeChangeroftheYear.com. The nomination deadline is Sunday, December 31, 2017, and
winners will be revealed in the Spring of 2018.

District unveils new website
sanbenito.cisd
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“Education
is the most
powerful weapon
which you can use
to change
the world.”
Nelson Mandela,
South African
Statesman

The transition to our new district and campus
websites was completed at the beginning of this
month thanks to the hard work of many dedicated
individuals (you know who you are!).
You will ﬁnd things in different places than where you were
accustomed to seeing them before. Almost everything is
accessible through the site navigation bar menus at the top
or from the menu icons at the bottom of the web pages.
As with any new side to side website transition, there
might be information from the old websites pending to be
migrated over to the new website. Keeping our district and
campus websites up to date will be an ongoing task. We
appreciate your patience as we work through the migration
as well as while we resolve any kinks in the system.
As you visit the campus or department websites, you will
notice that their website templates are very similar to the
district template. This was done intentionally to provide our
online visitors a uniform look and feel as they visit the
different district websites. The individual campus websites,
however, do have their own logos and color schemes.
Here’s to the new look for www.sbcisd.net ... enjoy!

First responders, we honor YOU!!!
In remembrance of the heroes that lost their lives on September 11, 2001, various San Benito schools
honored ﬁrst responders for their bravery as well as for their service to and protection of our local
communities. Among the individuals honored were members of the San Benito CISD Police
Department, the San Benito Fire Department, the US Border Patrol, different Emergency Medical
Services systems, and various other law enforcement agencies.
Districtwide, campus personnel and students demonstrated their appreciation, respect, and honor for
emergency ﬁrst responders by providing sweet treats, making cards and certiﬁcates, or singing songs
and reading poetry during special commemorative school assemblies.

First Day of School 2017

... a year of exciting and educational opportunities awaits!

SBCISD Board
President serves as
featured speaker

District staff serve as United Way representatives
Luis D. Gonzales, Jr. of the school district’s Parental
Engagement Department and Lali Betancourt of the Gateway
to Graduation Academy recently attended the 2018 United
Way of Northern Cameron County Campaign Kickoff and
Awards Luncheon. Gonzales, who serves as the United Way
president and Betancourt, who serves on the organization’s
board of directors, will spearhead the San Benito CISD
workforce campaign efforts.
Utilizing local volunteers and the generosity of local
communities, the United Way is entering the 65th year of
service and celebrates success with events and services such
as “Day in the Park,” through which every child receives a new
book for the summer; the Popstar Reading Program; and the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) project.

San Benito CISD Board President
Michael A. Vargas recently served, in
celebration of Hispanic Heritage
Month, as a featured speaker at the
annual conference of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus
Institute (CHCI).
Vargas joined other distinguished
Michael A. Vargas
guests for a presentation session,
“How to Run for Ofﬁce — and Win,” at
the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in
Washington, DC.
The CHCI Alumni Association presented a two-part discussion for
civically-minded Latino professionals interested in running for political
ofﬁce. The session presented key strategies and examined the ﬁner
nuances of effective campaign management from experts in advocacy,
fundraising, and communications.
Participants were able to hear directly from CHCI alumni who have
served in elected ofﬁce; they shared best practices, lessons learned,
and what it takes to win.

On Saturday, October 7, the San Benito High School classes of
the 1970s will be having a class reunion for anyone that attended
SBHS anytime during the ’70s. The reunion will be held from 6
PM to 12 midnight at the Knights of Columbus (KC) Hall in San
Benito, and the fee is $25 per person.
Please contact Norma Boland at sb-hounds@yahoo.com or at
(956) 367-3299 to obtain contact information for your particular
class representative.

Thank you,
San Benito!
The San Benito CISD Family and Community
Engagement, Transportation, and Public
Relations departments, KSBG TV 17, and the
school district’s Police Department joined
forces to raise funds for Hurricane Harvey
victims. During the Mighty Greyhounds’ ﬁrst
home football game, fans of all ages donated a
collective $1,000 for the worthy cause.
School district leaders, trustees, and
department personnel proudly presented the
funds to the American Red Cross.

News Briefs & Upcoming Events
Welcome reception slated for October 9
A welcome reception will be held for San Benito CISD Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman on Monday, October 9, 2017, at
5:30 PM in the boardroom of the John F. Barron Administration Building, located at 240 N. Crockett St.
Please join us in welcoming Dr. Carman to San Benito!

GT Program seeking student nominations
The San Benito school district’s Gifted and Talented (GT) Program is currently seeking nominations of students in Kindergarten through
grade 11.
The ongoing nomination period will run through Wednesday, November 1, 2017, at 4:00 PM. Though anyone may nominate a student
for testing, the nominee’s parent or guardian must sign the nomination form.
Jose Fuentes, Coordinator of Advanced Academics, welcomes all students to a new and exciting school year and encourages the
nomination of students for the GT Program.
“Please consider nominating your child or student and help prepare them with a GT educational foundation that will greatly enhance
their education while also preparing them for the rigors of advanced academics along with college and career readiness,” Fuentes said.
The local GT Program provides appropriately challenging learning experiences that not only emphasize content from the four core
academic areas – English language arts, math, science, and social studies – but also help develop talents in multiple areas and provide
enrichment services for gifted students.
For additional information on the nomination process, please contact the potential nominee’s school counselor at their respective
campus or Fuentes’ ofﬁce at (956) 361-6528.
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Re-Imagine 2021 Strategic Plan
Details and Updates

View KSBG TV programming on
YouTube and LiveStream.

The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age
in its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972;
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar de San
Benito no discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal como lo
requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la Ley de
Discriminación por Edad de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

