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DATES TO
REMEMBER:
FEBRUARY 24, 2016
Late Start—10:30 am

February 19, 2016

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Family and Friends of Orchard Center,

FEBRUARY 26, 2016
Donuts for Dads and
Muffins for Mom
8:00 am

Spring is just around the corner…I hope! We have tulips peeking through the ground
at our house and I am sure you have seen signs of spring around your neighborhood
and within our OC community.

MARCH 1, 2016
Chuck E. Cheese Night

Staff and children at Orchard Center have been very busy during this new year teaching and learning, having fun, and contributing their talents to make OC the special
place that it is. We are busily getting ready for conferences which will happen from
March 9th — March 11th. Students will be dismissed early on Wednesday, March 9th at
12:15 after lunches have been served. We will have non-student days on Thursday,
March 10th and Friday, March 11th so teachers can meet with our OC families to share
the progress of your children. This is such an important time for staff to connect with
our families so we can truly support each and every learner at Orchard Center.

MARCH 2, 2016
Late Start—10:30 am
MARCH 4, 2016
Student of the Month
Assembly—2:00 pm
Pennies for Patients
Fundraiser Kickoff
MARCH 9, 2016
Early Dismissal 12:15
MARCH 9,10,11, 2016
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
MARCH 10 & 11, 2016
NO SCHOOL
MARCH 23, 2016
Late Start—10:30 am
MARCH 28, 2016
PACE Testing
MARCH 29, 2016
Concert Grades 1 & 2
6:30 pm
MARCH 31, 2016
Fifth graders visiting
Centennial Middle School
APRIL 1, 2016
SOM Assembly 9:30
Pennies for Patients
Basketball Game 1:00
APRIL 4-10, 2016
SPRING BREAK
No School

Recently, a flyer came home announcing an exciting, free after school club that is open
to all OC students in grades 2-5. The Millwood STAR Club will run every Monday
and Wednesday through the end of the school year from 3:45-5:45. We will provide
transportation from OC to the Millwood Community Center on a WVSD school bus.
Students who participate will enjoy physical activities, arts and crafts, help with homework as needed, eat snacks, and have the opportunity to learn more about nutrition
and even do some cooking! Students will need to be picked up by a parent or guardian
at 5:45 as we cannot provide transportation home. I hope you will consider signing
your child or children up for this wonderful after school program.
Enjoy the changing weather, think spring, and as always, thank you for sharing your
children with us at Orchard Center.
Barb Knauss
Principal

Carrie Imus
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Natalie Fross

Evie Farman

Madilyn Martin
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1st /2nd Grade
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Bus Rider of the Month

Orchard Center Elementary
Abi Swatzell
Bus 10
Ms. Dawn Pollock

Student of the Month

Cyrus Turner
2nd Grade
Mrs. Lamberson

“FAIRNESS”
January 2016
Dominique Hernandez

Ella McQuaig

5th Grade

3rd Grade
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Mrs. Corning

Braydan Wilcox
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Mrs. Stoyko

PBIS COUGAR PAW INCENTIVES

Larayia Warren earned 30 Cougar Paws to be
treated to a Dairy Queen lunch in Mrs. Knauss’
office. She was joined by fellow students Karlee
Whan, Tony Lachenmaier, Gracie Schade, Baylie
Wacenske, and Callie Hansen who earned 25
Cougar Paws to enjoy eating ice cream from Dairy
Queen in Mrs. Knauss’ office.

Our Cougars are having a great time saving
up their hard earned Cougar Paws so they can
turn them in for all kinds of fun things.
These incentives are being used to motivate
students to go above and beyond and take
pride in positive Cougar expectations. It
keeps everyone on their best behavior because they choose the reward themselves.
They can turn in Cougar Paws for a Hat Day
Pass, a Slipper Pass, being a PR Room Assistant, playing a game of choice with Ms. Everett, earning 15 minutes of extra recess for the
entire classroom and on and on. Here’s a few
samples of what kids have earned already!
They are very excited about all these new
incentives and are working hard to be on
their best behavior! Great job Cougars!

Violet Anderson turned in 20 of her Cougar
Paws to use Mrs. Knauss’ chair all day as
her classroom chair! Way to go Violet!

FRIENDS OR
FRENEMIES?
In our Cougar Character Education classes, Counseling
Assistant, Mary Everett, is discussing with all of our students the topic of bullying! Students are learning the
differences between rude, mean and bullying behavior.
What exactly is bullying? Bullying is intentionally aggressive behavior, repeated over time, that involves an imbalance of power.
What exactly is being rude? Rude is inadvertently saying
or doing something that hurts someone else.
What exactly is being mean? Mean is purposefully saying
or doing something to hurt someone once (or maybe
twice.)
Please discuss with your children what they have learned
about these behaviors and what they should do if they
feel they are being bullied.

THE FLU– WHAT TO DO!
How can you protect your child from the flu? To protect against the flu, the first and most important thing
you can do is to get a flu vaccine for yourself and your child.


Vaccination is recommended for everyone 6 months and older.



It’s especially important that young children and children with long term health conditions get vaccinated.



Caregivers of children with health conditions or of children younger than 6 months old should get vaccinated.



Another way to protect babies is to vaccinate pregnant women. Research shows that flu vaccination gives
some protection to the baby both while the woman is pregnant and for up to 6 months after the baby is born.

Flu vaccine is updated annually to protect against the flu viruses that research indicates are most likely to cause
illness during the upcoming flu season. Flu vaccines are made using strict safety and production measures. Over
the years, millions of flu vaccines have been given in the United States with a very good safety record.
Can your child go to school when he or she is sick?
No. Your child should stay home to rest and to avoid giving the flu to other children or caregivers.
When can my child go back to school after having the flu?
Keep your child home from school for at least 24 hours after their fever is gone. (The fever should be gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.) A fever is defined as 100 degrees F or higher.

SPOKANE CHIEFS SCHOOL NIGHT
The Spokane Chiefs will be hosting a School Night for the Friday, February 26th game at 7:00 pm. Tickets are on
sale for $7.00 each and this offer is open to students, faculty, their friends and families. Please contact Bri Joseph
with the Spokane Chiefs to order tickets. Call (509) 328-0450, Ext. 318. You can also purchase them online at
www.spokanechiefs.com under the Groups tab. Click on “School Night.” You must purchase your tickets by
Monday, February 22nd.

CHINESE CULTURE PANDA EXPRESS
On Monday, February 1st, employees from
Panda Express gave a cultural presentation to
over 100 of our fourth and fifth grade students. Many questions were answered about
Chinese culture, traditions and the celebration of the Chinese New Year. Students were
then treated to a delicious snack of orange
chicken and chow mein. Thank you to Panda
Express for providing such a great experience
for our students!

LITERACY & ART NIGHT
Orchard Center’s LAP/Title Department hosted a “Book and Art” Literacy
Night on February 19th to promote reading both fiction and non-fiction
books at home as well as at school. LAP and Title provide extra Reading
and Math support for many OC students. The evening was a huge success.
Students had the opportunity to select a book with the help of their families.
Families read their books together, discussed them, and then the students
created poster-sized art pieces with paint and/or markers. The artwork will be
displayed on the hallway ceilings at OC, so keep your eyes out, or should we
say “up”!?
OC students enjoyed reading their books and creating their artistic masterpieces. Here are a few comments:
Boston Gross from Mrs. Miller’s First Grade class chose I Can Be President,
Too. “ I picked this book because I want to be President. If I become president, I will put all the bullies in jail. Painting was fun, I made a flag with red
paint, blue markers, and I just left the white alone.”
Jacquelyn Bohr, also in Mrs. Miller’s class, picked Pandas. “Pandas are my favorite animal. I looked at
the pages of the panda book, and I really liked it. I did a really pretty picture, and I put dots around the
picture. I had a lot of fun!”
Jordan Johnson from Mrs. Claire’s Kindergarten class said, “I picked a book about space. It was a
cool book. I saw the guy in space in a space suit. I want to be an astronaut when I grow up. I also
want to be a monster truck driver!”
Olivia Drake from Mrs. Lamberson’s Second Grade class said, “I read Splat the Cat Sings Flat with my
mom. It was about a cat who was trying to sing a song at parent night, but no sound came out. When
he tried again a big note came out. Splat’s mom and dad said they like cats who sing flat. I drew my
picture with pencil first and then I painted it.”
Champion Wilkerson, a second grade-student in Mrs. Andres’ class, picked Swing Sloth. “ I like animals
and I thought I could do a good sketch from the book. I read the book with my mom. I drew a sloth,
a bird, a butterfly and a snake. There were a lot more animals in the book. My favorite paint colors
were blue and green!”

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS
March is a very exciting month at Orchard Center. For the 11th year, we will join almost
30,000 schools nationwide in Pennies for Patients. Between March 7th and March 29th, our
students and staff will collect their coins and dollars to help patients with blood cancers. Our
efforts will help local kids with cancer and fund research around the world to find cures.
Last year O.C. raised $3,001.66! That is well over our goal of $2000. For each dollar donated, students will have the opportunity to win prizes in a drawing at our assembly on April 1st.
There will also be school-wide incentives for each $500 goal the school meets.
This is a great opportunity for our kids to learn the value of making a difference and to have some fun while doing it! So, check under couch cushions, in the car, in backpacks, on the sidewalk and in your family's junk drawer!
Thanks for fighting cancer...one penny at a time!

