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Kindergarten
Registration
Date Set

Kindergarten Orientation
Monday, March 15
7:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Registration
Wednesday, March 24
2:00-6:30 p.m.
@ Willow School
1804 Willow Road
(708) 798-3720
for more information

Churchill School
and Friends Raise
$4,500 for Haiti

www.hsd153.org

Winter 2010

State Funding Shortfall Threatens School District
A Letter from the Superintendent

after year. Despite
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one payment, the
I wanted to take this opportunity to update from the state, we have
state is about
you on the school district's financial
managed to realize
$500,000 behind
situation.
balanced budgets or
in its financial
even slight surpluses
As widely reported in the press, the state
over
the
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years
obligations to
is far behind in its payments to school
thanks
to
careful
longDistrict 153.
districts and other service providers
throughout Illinois. While District 153 has range financial
planning and close
received General State Aid (GSA)
monitoring. We spend less than the state
payments this fiscal year, the state is
average in per-pupil instructional
about $500,000 behind in payments for
such programs as special education, Pre- expenditures and for staff and
administrator salaries even as our
Kindergarten and transportation.
students continue to succeed at the
Moreover, there are strong concerns about highest levels. Furthermore, District 153
significant cuts in GSA funding next
has not sought a tax increase since 1992.
year. Because about one-third of our total
revenues come from state sources, such a Over the next few weeks, the Board of
Education and district administrators will
cut would be damaging.
be weighing various options to deal with
Your school district has demonstrated its
these very serious challenges, looking at
fiscal responsibility to this community year
(Continued on page 4)

This is one tight-knit class.
With the help of some local knitting
enthusiasts, Carrianne Jacobs’ 5th-grade
class at Millennium School is learning to
knit and has been busy creating some
simple projects during class.

*See page 3 to read
how other volunteers
are making a
difference for
children in District
153.
Left, Volunteer Kathy

Representatives from Peace
Hospice Sade Bello (left) and
Chaplain Chris Spoor (right)
present a $2,000 check to
Churchill Principal Cece Coffey
(middle) to supplement the
school’s effort to raise funds for
earthquake victims in Haiti.
Churchill staff and students
collected another $2,500 for
UNICEF’s Haitian Relief Fund.

Jacobs said the project developed out of a
Kemp offers
assistance on a
conversation she had with Sally Wolford,
project.
parent of one of her students, during
parent-teacher conferences back in
November. Wolford volunteered to share said.
her passion for knitting with the class and
enlisted several of her knitting buddies to
The project lasted two weeks with
help mentor the students.
students knitting three days a week for 40
minutes each session. The students
Wolford said 5th-graders are at the perfect contributed $4 each for materials.
age to learn to knit. Children that age are
ready for this test of their fine motor skills, “This is great for their concentration and
and the boys aren’t too old to reject
fine motor skills,” said Jacobs. “And look
knitting as an activity just for girls, she
how much fun they’re having! “
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In Memoriam
The school district lost two treasured staff
members over the Winter Break.

Willow 2nd-Graders
Present the ABC’s of
Homewood
Written and illustrated by 2nd-graders
at Willow School, "H is for Home
Sweet Homewood" is an alphabet
book that features people, places and
events from Homewood's past and
present—all through the eyes of
2nd-graders.

Fifth-grade teacher Brian Johnson
taught in District 153 since 1999 and was
a sponsor of the after-school chess club.
“Brian was one of those special teachers
who really connected with kids. Former
students who are now in high school came
back regularly to visit him,” said
Millennium School Principal Shirley
Watkins.

Homewood and its history has long
been a subject of the second-grade
curriculum in School District
153. However, this alphabet book is
a new and innovative culminating
activity to this unit of study. The
Homewood Foundation for
Educational Excellence provided a
grant to teachers Lisa Rost and
Cindy Rosenstein to support the
book’s development and publication.
After soliciting suggestions from other
classrooms of what should be
depicted, Rost’s students provided

Above, teacher
Cindy Rosenstein
and 2nd-grade
contributors
examine the
finished product.

Above from the book, “D is for Dixie Highway.”

the illustrations and Rosenstein’s
students wrote the text.
The book is now available for sale for
$10. Look for it around town or call
708-647-2390 to purchase a copy.

To see a short film about the creation of
H is for Home Sweet Homewood,
visit the “Video Theater” at
www.homewoodfoundation.org.

Speech pathologist Norma Kun retired
in 2004 after 32 years with District 153,
but she returned to work part-time with the
many children who still needed her
services.
“Norma was an incredibly loving and
compassionate person. She cared
sincerely about students and staff alike.
She will be greatly missed by all those
whose lives she touched.,” said Sue
Mecozzi, Director of Student Support
Services.

We will miss them and their
numerous contributions to
our school district.

James Hart
Poms Teams
Take 1st/2nd
at State
Congratulations to the
James Hart Poms Teams
for their outstanding
performances at the state
poms championship,
January 23rd at University
of Illinois Chicago. The
Gold Team won 1st Place
in the Hip-Hop Division for
the second year in a row.
The Maroon Team took
2nd in the Pom Dance
Division. The teams are
coached by Eileen Verde
and Amanda Townsend.

In alphabetical order: Michelle Akintola, Amber Barney, Katie
Bransky, Taylor Brooks, Taylor Bush, Melody Byrd, Alisia
Dieudonne, Lizzie Drwiega, Tolu Efunkoya, Paige Feehery, Sydney
Gammon, Taylor Gammon, Kayla Griffith, Jade Groble, Kayla
Horvat, Karin Johnson, Emma Kaye, Caitlin Kearney, Rachael
Kirchschlager, Allison Koszyk, Timara Maxwel, Kiersten Mears,
Paige Milenkoff, Leah O'Shea, Arianna Parker, Kelly Rinearson,
Katie Sinwelski, Caneara Smith, Jade Smith
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Family and Community Volunteers:
Sharing Their Time and Talents to Enrich Student Learning
Local Church-Goers
Come to the Aid of
Churchill Students
Shortly after 3 p.m., retired ComEd
engineer Steven Harris settles at a
table in Churchill School's learning
center with two of the school's 4thgraders to go over the day's homework
assignments. Harris is one of 21
volunteers from three local church
congregations who are helping
students with homework after school
once or twice a week.
“We know that the time to offer
support and interventions to students
is long before they fail, but we didn't
have the manpower to provide afterschool help on the scale we desired,"
said Churchill Principal Cece Coffey.
Coffey contacted local religious
institutions to ask for
volunteers. Currently, volunteers from
Salem Lutheran and St. Andrew's
United Methodist Churches in
Homewood and the Flossmoor
Community Church help staff
Churchill's after-school homework
lab. The lab works with about 30
students who have been referred to
the program by their teacher one-tofour afternoons a week.
Fourth-grade teacher Lori Stephansen
who is in charge of the homework lab
said she tries to pair volunteers with
the same one or two students.
"If students can form a connection
with even one more caring adult in
addition to their parents and teachers,
it can make all the difference," said
Stephansen.
Harris is a member of Salem Lutheran
and also works as a hospice
volunteer. He shrugged off the
suggestion that this is a big
commitment of time.

Left, Salem Lutheran
Church volunteer,
Steven Harris, mentors
Churchill students after
school twice a week.
Below, Connie Miller
from St. Andrew’s
United Methodist
Church and her
assigned students
work on the day’s
math homework.

"I'm happy to be able to help out with
the kids. It gives me a greater
understanding of some of the
challenges they are facing."
"Sometimes we get a little frustrated,
don't we?" said Harris addressing his
young friends at the table. "But we
manage to work through that."

Living History Lesson for Hart Students
American history recently came alive
for students in James Hart's Daily
Living Skills class. Revolutionary
War reenactors Dennis Kurowski and
Beth Eagan visited the classroom to
talk about and show the students
what life was like in colonial America.
Kurowski (grandfather of 8th-grade
student Katie Puente) and Eagan are
members of the Northwest Territory
Alliance, an organization that studies
and recreates the culture, lifestyle,
and arts of the time of the American
Revolution.
The visiting history buffs brought with
them all kinds of objects from the
period including clothing, shoes,
ordinary household items, and tools.

Above, Revolutionary War reenactors Dennis
Kurowski and Beth Eagan field questions about life
in colonial America from James Hart students.

They also demonstrated how type
was set for newspaper printing and
how yarn was spun.
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Letter from the Superintendent
(Continued from page 1)

both increasing revenues and reducing
expenditures.
As a start, I have asked the school
board to re-visit the district's policy for
curriculum-based field trips starting in
the 2010-11 school year. Students
who receive fee waivers are entitled to
attend these trips even if they cannot
pay the fee. Largely due to the
downturn in the economy, the
percentage of this student population
is increasing and making the cost of
these trips to the school district
prohibitive. For example, the cost to
send our low income 6th-graders to
White Pines, one of the school district's
largest trips, will be about $10,000 this
year. Other school districts are
revising or eliminating such trips.

Millennium School
18211 Aberdeen Street
708.799.8697
Shirley Watkins, Principal
Mary Kay Gardiner, Asst. Principal
David McAtee, Dean of Students

James Hart School
18220 Morgan Street
708.799.5544
Michael Klein, Principal
Laura Ugo, Asst. Principal
John Ugo, Dean of Students

Want to know more
about what’s happening in
School District 153?
Sign-up to receive our
e-newsletter at
www.hsd153.org
It is incredibly frustrating that the lack
of responsibility at the state level has
placed our school district in this
challenging position after all our
efforts.

I take heart in the fact that this
community is filled with parents,
teachers, administrators and others
who have repeatedly demonstrated
their willingness to roll up their sleeves
All of us—parents, staff, administrators and get to work in support of their
and school board members—have
public schools. It is this spirit of
worked exceptionally hard over the
cooperation and mutual concern for
past few years to create a high-quality the children of this community that will
educational experience for our
see us through this crisis.
community's children. We have set
high standards for student
I will strive to keep you updated on this
achievement and behavior. We have
evolving situation.
put in place systems both to identify
students who need additional help or
enrichment and to get them the
Dr. Dale Mitchell, Superintendent
supports they need. We have
maintained our wonderful music, arts,
and extracurricular activities that are
proven to enhance student
performance even as those programs
have been cut in other districts.

A Fundraiser for
The Homewood Foundation for
Educational Excellence
For more information or
to purchase tickets:
www.homewoodfoundation.org
or
708.647.2390

