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Upcoming events:

Principal’s Message
Happy New Year River
Hawk families! I would
like to thank all of the
parents who brought
items for our staff breakfast on Dec 15. It was
fabulous! And thank you
to all of the families who
contributed to our winter
dance as well. The staff
appreciates the constant
support we receive from
our Rio family.

tation is for students and
families at 6:30pm in the
MPR. It is important to
stress the appropriate
use of social media to
keep our campus a safe
and positive place for
learning!
On March 8, Valencia
High School will have a
Q & A outreach for incoming 8th grade families at Valencia High
School. There will be a
morning and afternoon
session at 8:15 am and
6 pm.

We would like to invite
you to a special presentation on February 15th
on Social Media with
Kathy Hunter, Director of Rio Norte is excited to
Student Services at the
welcome three new
Hart District. This presen-

teachers! We have two
new science teachers
and a new drama teacher. We welcome Ms.
James, Ms. Stroh and Ms.
Mistry to the Rio Norte
family.
We are excited to have
the Rio Norte Spelling
Bee on January 25 at
2:30pm. The finalist will
go on to the Los Angeles
County Scripps Spelling
Bee in February.
Have a great second
semester River Hawks!

Audrey Asplund
Principal
Rio Norte Jr. High School



Thank you for your
continued support
with all of our requests for volunteers!

 FEB 2-8TH GRADE
PANORAMIC PHOTO

 FEB 13& 20- QTR 3
GRADES POSTED

 FEB 8-9 SPRING
PORTRAITS

 FEB14, 1-3PM
DANCE
 FEB 15, 6:30PM
SOCIAL MEDIA
PRESENTATION, MPR
WITH KATHY HUNTER
 FEB 16 & 19, NO
SCHOOL

PTSA NEWS


 JAN 25 SPELLING
BEE, 2:30PM MPR



Thank you for assisting with the win- 
ter dance and the all
staff breakfast last
month!

Feb 14 is the Valentine’s Day dance,
from 1-3pm. We are
requesting volunteers to assist with
goodies.
Feb 1 & March 1PTSA meeting, @
9am



Feb 15-Social
Media presentation, 6:30 pm



Chipotle fundraiser 2/21, 48pm



Student of the
Month luncheons(1/26, 2/23)

 MARCH 1 & 5, MIN.
DAYS, 11:35AM
 MARCH 8, 8TH
GRADE Q&A AT
VHS ,8:15AM &
6PM
 MARCH 21, 6TH
GRADE JAMBOREE AT
RIO, 5PM
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PE and Intramural NEWS:
Our Cross Country team earned 3rd place at our District Cross
Country Meet in November.
Our top runners were….
7th girls
8th boys
2nd- Tyler Sabadin
9th- Aaron Cardenos
4th- Kamryn Grossman
8th girls
1st- Isabella Duarte
7th- Diana Lazo
~ The Turkey Bowl finished with The Red Team winning 86. The Red Team was coached by Mr. Burleson and Mr.
Yassaman and the Blue Team was coached by Mr. D. Stroh
and Mr. Welch.
~ The Cheerleaders did a great job cheering at the rally and
during the game!!!

~ ASB organized and lead the rally and did an AMAZING job!!
Mr. C Stroh and Mr. Sheridan entertained the crowd while
they announced the game play by play.
~The volleyball lunchtime intramural tournament will start the
end of January.
~ 3 on 3 basketball will be coming up after volleyball.
~ State Fitness Testing will be administered February 21—
March 2. Results will be available to you in June.
~ The annual PE fundraiser, The River Hawk Walk is coming up
in March. More information will be sent home on March 5
and 6. The actual day of the event is scheduled for March 29
and 30, during the PE classes. Come out and support your
favorite River Hawk.
The District Track Meet will be sometime in May. Try-outs will
take place during all PE classes at the end of March.

Team Updates
Amazon
Team Amazon students have been working hard in History class! During second quarter, students learned about the
creation of the United States Constitution and participated in a Socratic Seminar about the Bill of Rights. They studied
the presidencies of George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. The quarter concluded with the War of
1812. Students continually focus on their critical thinking skills by analyzing historical events.
In English, students are studying about the value of work with the essential question for the quarter focusing on how
being a worker benefits and challenges people. We will continue to read articles and stories that will help students
study this essential question. When it comes to writing, students will be working on the argumentative genre. We will
continue to practice with the different components of writing an essay.
Math 8 and Algebra are off to a great start. Math 8 is learning about Systems of Equations and Exponents this quarter. Algebra is learning about Function, Sequences, Exponential Growth/Decay and Transformations.

Nile
English- During the second quarter of this year our focus was on the human struggle in various short stories and articles about intolerance, discrimination, and overcoming obstacles. We wrote an explanatory essay that concentrated on Malala Yousafzai who
continues to work against intolerance and for the right for all young people to be educated. Toward the end of the quarter we
focused our attention on “The Thrill of Horror” unit. We examined the horror genre and its various elements.
History- During the second quarter of this year the focus was on building the first steps to the nation, as well as the era of Thomas
Jefferson. We discussed in class the importance of our government and the voting process. Toward the end of the quarter we discussed the change in America from an economy based on agriculture to an economy based on trade and manufacturing.
In science, students were presented with an engineering challenge that required them to use their knowledge of Newton’s laws of
motion to design a bumper that protected a raw egg passenger in a car collision. Next, using a computer simulation, students applied their understanding of potential and kinetic energy to design roller coasters.
Math-In an effort to continually improve our teaching practice and give meaningful feedback to our students, the math teachers at
Rio Norte will be making a slight change to the way in which we check homework. We will still be assigning homework, but instead
of checking for completion, we will be informally assessing it with a homework “knowledge check” instead. The homework
knowledge checks will give students immediate feedback on how well they are understanding new concepts. This gives students
time, if needed, before tests and quizzes to seek help or practice the concepts more thoroughly. We’re excited to see students take
ownership of the task of doing their homework for understanding, verses just getting it done. We want the students to be aware
of their level of understanding while they are learning. This life skill will help improve learning and will carry over into other subjects as well.
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Yukon
The English Department and Yukon is kicking off quarter three with a school wide Spelling Bee in the hopes to go all the
way to the National Spelling Bee in Washington D.C. Mrs. Sosa's class experienced classroom Bees to narrow down winners to move on to the school-wide spelling bee on January 25. Argumentative writing is the genre this quarter and the
English students will be learning the art of persuasive rhetoric by creating their own advertisements. Looking forward to
the second semester with these eighth graders!
If you're wondering what happens when two linear equations intersect, just ask your Math 8 student. They can use graphing, elimination, and substitution to find the solution. Everything we've worked on from 2017 is being put to use in
our Systems of Equations unit. Algebra is gearing up for Quadratic Equations. This unit will bring together graphing, simplifying roots, and analyzing sequences. Your child is doing a great job checking my website for extra help, working with
classmates, and participating in group activities...which should help them succeed in 2018!
Team YUKON history students are getting into politics! We are covering the birth of political parties and the continued
growth of the United States. In this quarter the United States will double in size with the Louisiana Purchase. We will also
study the first 7 Presidents of the United States in detail and examine their foreign and domestic policies, pirates will be
involved! As a reminder, all work, including handouts. is posted in google classroom.

Rubicon
First semester was a smashing success for Team Rubicon, we hope you enjoyed winter break. We are already off to a
strong start in 2018. The third quarter focus of Mrs. Jackson's English classes is persuasion. The students will be creating
projects and writing essays to understand the concepts of ethos, pathos, and logos. The World history students will continue their journey by learning about Japan and medieval Europe.
Mrs. Groller's Math 7 classes just completed the percents unit covering important skills with concepts such as discount,
tax, and interest. We are now starting quarter three off with algebraic expressions. In Accelerated Math 7, we are wrapping up our percent unit and will then learn about exponents and the Pythagorean Theorem, followed by expressions
and linear equations. In science, we are starting the year with a little history lesson in fossils and will be learning about
how living things are suited to their environments, which will lead us into studying genetics.
Mr. Sheridan's History classes are becoming familiar with the culture and Feudal system of the island nation of Japan,
and will then move to Medieval Europe with a focus on European feudalism, the spread of Christianity, the Crusades, and
the pandemic known as the Black Death. To enrich our knowledge of the Medieval world, we are also planning a field
trip to Medieval Times March 8. More information on that will be coming home late January.

Rio Verde
Welcome to Quarter 3!!! In social studies, Mrs. Bonilla's class will continue to watch our new nation grow. The United
States will slowly expand from sea to shining sea as we take a look at the presidents who helped form this nation.
In English, Rio Verde students are headed north to the Yukon. They will experience The Call of the Wild. and even become sled dogs themselves!!
In Science, students will be switching from physics topics to chemistry topics in their science class. Mrs. Robb will be leading several labs using heat sources and chemicals so we will be revisiting safety practices. Finally, Rio Verde will be
hosting a student teacher, Ms. Kim, during Quarters 3 and 4.
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Team Updates
Shenandoah
In English we just finished our class spelling bees and look forward to how our representatives will do in the school
spelling bee. This quarter will be heavy on writing argumentatively and will culminate with the district performance
task. We will also practice argumentative skills through debate. "Words are our most inexhaustible source of magic." J.K. Rowling.
In history, students are learning about the feudal society in medieval Japan through simulation, and are analyzing primary source documents including the writings of Murasaki Shikibu and excerpts from Sei Shonagon's Pillow Book. For the
third quarter in Math 7 we will be learning about proportional relationships, expressions, and then Mrs. VanDyke's favorite- Algebra! (aka linear equations) For Accelerated, we'll be delving into exponent properties, the Pythagorean Theorem and also Algebra!

Columbia
Welcome Back, Team Columbia families! We are all excited to start the new quarter…especially with our new science
teacher, Mrs. Lisa James! Mrs. James is joining us from Bowman High School, but is familiar with Rio, as she did some of
her student teaching here. Her enthusiasm for our students and the new science curriculum is infectious. This quarter in
science students are becoming awesome paleontologists. We are learning about different kinds of fossils and how they
can tell us stories about our earth's history. Soon we will be looking at homologous structures, and variation is species as
evidence of evolution. History class keeps cruising along through the medieval world—our focus this semester is the development of Western Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire. Apologies, in advance, for some grizzly “dinner-time”
conversations that might occur over the next few weeks. Especially involving the Vikings.
Quarter 3 is one of Mrs. Nancy James’ favorite Quarters! After finishing up Equations and Inequalities, we move on to
Proportions and their relationships. Using activities involving sugar packets, Goldfish and Hershey Kisses we explore
how proportions work and how to graph and use them. Columbia Math Party!! In English, students will be working on
argumentative writing and the art of persuasion. As always, they will be reading lots of good books, setting reading
goals, and talking and writing about literature. Lastly, we continue to be impressed with the growth we see in our Team
Columbia students and can’t thank you enough for your continued generosity throughout the school year. Our “Penny
War” raised $468. It has been donated to the Boys & Girls Club of Puerto Rico, a much needed gift. If you are still feeling
generous, the Team can use boxes of tissues, scotch tape and (non-yellow) highlighters. Thanks, again, Team Columbia!!

Zambezi
Team Zambezi is happy to welcome its new science teacher, Mrs. Jordan Stroh. Mrs. Stroh attended USC, where she
was a student athlete. She previously taught at Canyon High School. This quarter in science, classes will be exploring
the fossil record, which will then lead into the study of evolution and genetics. Mrs. Stroh is looking forward to taking
Zambezi students on some virtual reality field trips!
In English, Mrs. Norris’ classes are reading the novel Stargirl and having insightful conversations about what it means to
be popular and an individualist. We are also writing our first argument essays that focus on space exploration and civil
rights; the kids are using their writing skills to practice and prepare for the CAASP test in April. We will finish quarter 3 by
reading and writing some poetry and beginning our study of Shakespeare.
Students in Mrs. Mandel’s math classes will be learning expressions and equations. Please remember to check her website to see what is happening in math class each day.
The only thing more fun than learning about Japan and Europe in the middle ages with Mrs. Ratliff, will be seeing it all
come to life when the team visits Medieval Times on March 6th!
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Rio Norte Mission Statement
The Rio Norte Junior High School community is dedicated to providing a safe, flexible,
positive, and nurturing learning environment, in which all its members have the
opportunity to experience a sense of belonging and personal growth, and all students
have the opportunity to develop academic excellence.

