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Message from the Head of School

Dear Saklan Community:
This Annual Report reviews the achievements and activities that made the 2015-2016 school year
extraordinary. I would like to begin by acknowledging our families, faculty, and friends. Each of you have
contributed to making Saklan a vibrant and nurturing environment where each student can learn, grow, and
build a strong foundation for high school and beyond. I would like to share just a few of the highlights from
st
Saklan’s 61 year:


Our enrollment shot up to 150 students. This was Saklan’s best enrollment year ever, and with over 50%
growth in four years makes it one of the fastest growing independent schools in the Bay Area.



We successfully completed our re-accreditation with the California Association of Independent Schools
(CAIS) and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). For the first time, Saklan was
awarded a full seven-year accreditation. This is a rare achievement for any independent school, and is a
testament to the hard work of our faculty, staff, Board, and community.



At Saklan, we understand that helping our students to develop as thoughtful, caring, and confident people
is as important as offering them an excellent academic experience. The themes of our new Social
Emotional Learning (SEL) program have provided strong focus for developing these values and attitudes,
both through our Family Groups and the daily interactions among our students and faculty.
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We also understand that developing the whole person involves building the body as well as the mind. Our
new turf playground and sports court have enabled us to offer more in this area, with activities such as the
lunch recess intramural sports program that our P.E. teacher, Mr. Crabtree, introduced, and which created
a lot of excitement among our students.



During the 2015-2016 school year, Saklan continued to build music and performing arts as an essential
part of our curriculum. This is reflected in the location of the new music room, which now is in the center
of our campus. Our instrumental offerings grew with the addition of woodwind and brass instruments.
Our music teacher, Mrs. Chaffey, and our students treated us to two great musicals, “Willie Wonka” and
“The Sound of Music,” along with a knockout annual concert. The annual Fall Follies, directed by Mr. P
and hosted by Saklan’s eighth graders, gave our students an opportunity to showcase their varied talents,
while gaining confidence by performing for their families and friends.

None of these achievements would have been possible without the passion, enthusiasm, dedication, caring
and skill that our faculty and staff bring to the school each and every day. Their ability to identify and bring out
the best in each student is what makes Saklan truly special.
There are few things in life that are more important and rewarding than helping young people to develop good
character, and instilling in them the lifelong passion to improve their communities and the world they will
inherit. This is, and will be, the core of Saklan’s mission and vision.
On behalf of Saklan’s faculty, staff, and leadership, thank you for entrusting us with your children, and for your
continued support of Saklan’s mission. We are grateful for your generosity, which makes it possible to fulfill
that mission. Your contributions to our school are a long-term investment in our most precious resource; our
children.
With deepest gratitude,
Hans Peter Metzger
Head of School

Hans Peter Metzger has been the
Head of School at
The Saklan School since 2012.

Our mission is to challenge students to
think creatively, act compassionately, and live courageously.
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The Courage to Speak by Carol Schofield

At Saklan, we want our students to live courageously. As teachers, we are the guides taking our students on
the journey of learning and growth to meet their potential. We understand that having the confidence to
express oneself is a fundamental and necessary skill. At every level, we work with each student to build this
confidence. We work hard to engage students in learning, while at the same time raising the bar and helping
them to achieve their fullest potential.
Starting in preschool, students have many opportunities to develop their speaking confidence and skill. They
give many presentations throughout the year. They develop the confidence to speak in front of an audience
by reading stories, giving oral reports on different topics, and by reciting from scripts and poems they have
memorized. Students perform in front of the school community at Friday Flag, and have the opportunity to
lead part of the program as early as preschool. Our Social Emotional Learning program and family groups help
students to develop one-on-one communication skills. Our school musicals, concerts, and talent show provide
students with even more opportunities to gain confidence
in public settings.
Every child at Saklan has these opportunities. Some are initially
hesitant, but every child participates and grows with experience.
The courage and skill they develop at a young age will stay with
them throughout their lifetime.

Carol Schofield, Second Grade Teacher and
Lower School Dean, has taught at
The Saklan School since 1998.
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Message from the Board of Trustees
With 2016 now behind us, we would like to take a moment to look back and marvel, once again, at all of the
accomplishments of Saklan’s students and their families, faculty, and staff during the 2015-2016 school year.
The Board of Trustees is tasked with assuring the long-term viability of The Saklan School and we are focused
on serving our mission. As part of our responsibility to protect and nurture our school, among the most
important achievements of our community was to reach our goal of reaccreditation by the
California Association of Independent Schools (CAIS) and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
(WASC). Accreditation is an important recognition, that Saklan meets the academic and other standards
reflecting the quality of educational experience that our community expects and that our children deserve.
Because of the importance of accreditation, we want to take this opportunity to thank Peter Metzger, the
faculty, staff, and parents who pulled together during the accreditation process and made it a success with
Saklan achieving accreditation for a seven-year period.
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome John Vallor and Toshie Baba to the Board of Trustees for a
standard three-year term and to thank Miranda Heerah for an additional one-year term, after serving for six
years. We are grateful for their generosity and service to Saklan.
We look forward to the continued success of our students in 2017 and beyond. Thank you all for playing an
active role in our Saklan community. As the accreditation process has reminded us, we truly can accomplish
much when we work together towards achieving our goals.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, thank you for all your support.
Stuart Darby and Bryan Edwardson
Board Co-Chairs

Back, left to right: Geri Buhl, John Vallor, Kirsten Upshaw, Gina Baker, Miranda Heerah, Bryan Edwardson, Robert Miller
Front, left to right: John Wilcox-Black, Prab Brinton, Amanda Neff, Toshie Baba, Bill Richardson, Jeremy Coyne
Not Present: Stuart Darby
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Toshie Baba brings her daughter to Saklan and, also,
brings her experience as a former Pre-K teacher
with a Masters in Educational Leadership &
Technology Administration, plus more than 15
years’ work experience in international higher
education. She and her partner are actively
involved in the school, because they
embrace the Saklan values and see how
much their daughter is flourishing at Saklan.

John Vallor is the real estate executive for CSAA
Insurance Group, an AAA insurer. He is a long time
resident of Walnut Creek and is active in county
government and another non-profit. He has a
strong interest in promoting liberal
education in the community.

Financial Update 2015-2016
The graphs below reflect the audited financial report for the 2015-2016 academic year. You will notice that
62% of our expenses were for program and instruction for our students, and 15% were for tuition assistance
for our students, which brought our allocation of resources directly for our students to 77%. Other expenses
were for marketing to improve admissions and development for additional funds, 3%; indirect administration
and general expenses, 19%; and a mandated allocation for calculated depreciation, 1%.
You will also notice that revenues fortunately exceeded expenses by $451K. The major factor was increased
enrollment to 147 primarily to accommodate the one-time inflow of students from a school that closed.
Enrollment for the current year of 131 is more in line with the upward trend of 120 for 2013-2014 and 126 for
2014-2015.
Operating with surpluses continues to be essential in order to accomplish the second Major Recommendation
of the California Association of Independent Schools (CAIS) Accreditation Visiting Committee Report: “That the
Board and Head of School continue their significant progress on reducing and, as soon as possible, eliminate
reliance upon prepaid tuition [for next year] to fund current-year operations…” Our Board of Trustees
considers CAIS accreditation and financial sustainability to be important fiduciary responsibilities.
We are proud of this positive trend and look forward to great things for Saklan's immediate future.

4% 2%

1%

Revenue: $3,296,000

Expenses: $2,845,000

19%

Program &
Instruction: 1745K

Tuition & Fees:
3103K

Tuition Assistance:
428K

3%

Contributions (AGF):
129K

15%

Net Parent
Fundraising
(Auction): 64K

62%

Marketing &
Development: 90K
Admin, General,
Facilities: 550K
Depreciation: 32K

94%

6

Building Our Future
Another Annual Giving Campaign has passed and I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of our
parents, grandparents, alumni and their families, faculty, staff, trustees, friends and corporations for the
generous support that was given to the 2015-2016 Annual Giving Fund Campaign.
It is because of your gifts that The Saklan School is able to continue to provide our children with the ability to
Think Creatively, Act Compassionately, and Live Courageously through our high-quality, individualized
education and our performing arts and specialty programs, as well as, maintain small class sizes, financial
diversity, and enhance our campus.
We are profoundly thankful to all who contributed and committed to making Saklan their top priority for
charitable giving and, by extension, affirmed their commitment to The Saklan School.
Additionally, we would like to thank the following
corporations for their generous support to our
Annual Giving Fund:
Arch Mortgage Insurance
AT&T
Black Rock
Chevron
Deutsche Bank
Genentech
Logitech
Microsoft
Roche
Wells Fargo

Kirsten Upshaw
Development Committee Chair

Gold Level ($5,000+)
Inger Bruce
Bo & Geri Buhl
Stuart Darby & Ana Maria
Mendez Darby
Richard Perrin & Miranda Heerah
Subhransu & Leena Ray
Jason Tai & Lisa Wu
Temkin Family
Mark & Karen Zemelman
Silver Level ($2,500-$4,999)
Eric & Lori Anders
Andrei & Lori Behdjet
Anne Castellano
Ruben & Barbara Castellon
Myron & Sandy Lo
Robert Miller & Kesa Yorozu
Jason & Ginelle Mills
Paul Nowak & Judith Hall
Stu & Marti Ross
Gary & Sandy Tamkin
Duane Whitney & Ning Jiang
John & Andrea Wilcox-Black

Bronze Level ($1,500-$2,499)
Anders Family Foundation
The Campigli Family
Derek & Mariangela Helgeson
David & Mina Lee
Rao Akella & Kinkini Banerjee
Toshie Baba & Janet Monsanto
Kohei & Takako Baba
Rob & Debbie Budowski
Can & Bethany Chang
Michael & Jenny Choi
Jason & Keely Dreisbach
Nicki Handel
Thomas Hagler & Alice Stauffer
Matthew Lyon
Barmak & Nazgol Meftah
Jason & Laura O'Byrne
Norbert Piel & Daisy Ma-Piel
The Schindewolf Family
Marco Tamagno & Catherine
Campbell
Justin & Monica Toal
Anonymous
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Sun Supporter Level
(Up To $1,499)
Damen & Lisa Bowers
Mary A. Bullock
Amy Burnett
Mark Butler
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Campbell
Peggy Caruso
Karen Catanzarite
Marc & Kristi Chan
Michael Chang & Nancy Lam
Donna Chapman
The Christensen Family, for Music
Cori Constantine
Jeremy Coyne & Tet Salva
Christian Crabtree
Nelson & Katy DeBasa
Louis Demers & Hillary Conlon
Chris & Cathy Demos
Char Demos
Misha Dunford
Tom & Angela Eckstein
William & Mary Edwardson
Edwardson Family

Sun Supporter Level Continued
(Up To $1,499)
Charles & Mary Ellis
Stephen & Melanie Ellis
Molly Fischer
Ann Fleming
William & Felicia Funderburk
Tony & Kristen Gray
William & Jodie Kammerer
Rajiv & Paulina Kapoor
Christine & Matthew Kuckuk
Helen Kyneur
Laszlo Somi
David & Susan Lehner
D'Andre Lewis & Kirsten Upshaw
Natalia Ligai
Cathy Lyon
Carolyn Lyon
Sook Le & Yu-Chieh Marian Ma, for
Music
The Ma Rosenbaum Family
The McCarthy Family
Hans Peter Metzger
Michael Wolff
Michael & Nicole Mills

Erica Morales
Victoria L. Obenchain
Oh Family
Sam Prestianni
Jun & Maria Puno
Bill Richardson, In Memory of
Betsy Richardson
George & Lisa Rokas
Carlo & Jessica Rolando
Dan Rowley
Carol Schofield
Anilkumar & Evelyn Shah
Devang & Deepika Shah
Perry & Jody Shapiro
Sam & Ketut Shapiro
Joshua Silverman & Jen Cogen
Laszlo Somi & Agnes Szegedi
Jacques & Sue van Staden
Mike & Mei Lin Wolff
Brandon & Elizabeth Woo
Javier Yacarini
Robert Yen & Natalia Ligai
David Young &Karen Plaisance
Saul & Melissa Zippin
Anonymous (3)

We make every effort to publish an
accurate and comprehensive list. If you
find oversights or have any feedback
(including how we list your name),
please email us with your information
to development@saklan.org.
Thank you.

Ways to Contribute
Cash Gifts: Your single or recurring contributions can be made by check delivered to the office or by
credit card processed online at https://saklan.ejoinme.org/donate
Matching Gifts: Many companies offer matching gift programs that can double or triple employee
contributions to nonprofit organizations. Please check directly with your employer and your partner’s
employer to find out if they participate in matching gifts.
Securities Gifts: You can contribute the fair market value of securities (stocks, mutual funds, bonds)
and avoid capital gains tax on the appreciated value of the securities.
Planned Giving: Through gift annuities or remainder trusts, you can create an ongoing legacy at Saklan
while helping minimize taxes. Many estate plans also make charitable gifts through a bequest or by
naming Saklan a beneficiary of a life insurance or retirement account.
Fundraising Events: The Auction happens every year—raising funds for our students, teachers,
programs, and Fund-A-Need initiatives. Your contributions of time, money, and talent are welcomed
and very much appreciated.
Gifts of Time: Saklan offers many ways to volunteer your time to greatly help the school—including
strategic planning, hands-on volunteering in classrooms, joining committees, or sharing your
expertise.
If you have questions regarding contributions to Saklan, please contact the Director of Development,
Carol Goldman, at development@saklan.org.
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Metacognitive Super Powers at Saklan by Sam Prestianni
Effective teaching in the 21st century involves taking cues
from the wealth of research on the neuroscience of learning and crafting lessons that are “brain-considerate” and
engage “multiple intelligences,” including “emotional
intelligence.” By applying these findings in the classroom,
we can help students develop their own “metacognitive
super powers.”
A simple yet crucial practice that enhances learning is the
regular use of written self-reflection.
Neuroimaging studies have shown that thinking about
your own thinking (how you learn) allows you to better
understand and strengthen your ability to think (and learn) the next time you use your brain. The neural
networks activated while we’re in the act of learning—or mindfully doing—are the very same ones that fire
when we spend a few minutes thinking about how we just learned. Bolstering these natural neural pathways
can turn them into robust superhighways. For students, this means smarter, stronger, more efficient, selfaware thinking.
In middle school Humanities, after a lesson, project, or discussion, students often will complete a selfreflection summary that provides a structure for developing this approach to thinking. The students consider
and address the following questions:
1. OBSERVATION (What did you learn?) This is where students see exactly what they got out of a lesson.
What made an impact? What do they remember? This is the content that they take away from the lesson or
activity.
2. SELF-ANALYSIS (How/why did you learn?) This is the tough metacognitive work. Students need to figure
out and explain how their stated OBSERVATIONS actually stuck with them. There might be an emotional
connection to the material (“I was shocked!”), an awareness of their individual learning process (“I asked
strong questions, actively listened, and took clear notes”), or a link to previous knowledge (“This reminded me
of one time…”).
3. PERSONAL TAKEAWAY (What’s the meaning for you? What are you now going to do with what you
learned?) When students articulate a personal connection to what they have learned and create an action
plan that demonstrates their understanding and caring about themselves and the world, then what they do in
school will truly take on more meaning for them. They are more likely to retain and use what they have
learned and think creatively in their lives and studies.
As teachers at Saklan, one of our most important objectives is to
help instill in students the love of learning as a lifelong pursuit,
which prepares our kids to take on the challenges of today—and
tomorrow. That’s the ultimate power of metacognitive training
in the classroom.

Sam Prestianni, Middle School Humanities
and Language Arts Teacher, has taught at
The Saklan School since 1998.
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The Backstage of Musical Theater by Grace Miazga Chaffey
Saklan's annual musicals give our students the opportunity to develop and showcase their many wonderful
talents. They also help build the students' confidence as they display their gifts to their families, friends, and
community. Perhaps less obviously, our students also get to learn about and participate in the diverse cultural
history of musical theater.
This was brought home to me again when, over the summer, I had
the amazing opportunity to travel to New York to participate in
professional development workshops created especially for
teachers. Music Theater International, the company that licenses
the shows that we do here at Saklan, holds these workshops with
professional actors, stage managers, directors, conductors, and
choreographers who work on Broadway.
The workshops include four shows and talk-back sessions; even
more than that, it gives teachers the ability to be completely
immersed not just in the art of the theater, but in the great
cultural history of our country.
From the dance class where we learned a combination that incorporated salsa into a storytelling number, to a
Stanislavsky exercise on Hamlet with teachers from Public Theater New York, to having Lin-Manuel Miranda
(best known for creating and starring in the Broadway musicals Hamilton and In the Heights) look me straight
in the face and answer my question, every moment was packed with new learning, electricity, and total
inspiration.
However, the real beauty of this program hit me on the head over and over again with every step I took in the
backstage channels of those notable theaters and streets. At Saklan, one of our primary goals is to be a school
that is richly diverse. The shows that were part of the workshops (Hamilton, The Color Purple, Shuffle
Along, and Fun Home) each spoke to the beauty of this goal. I was reminded, time and time again, that
musical theater is powerful because it is a vessel to tell the stories of every culture, creed, race, and identity;
that the Theatre has always been the place where all are welcomed in with open arms. Even more than that, I
realized that this legacy belongs to me and every one of my students, and that it is my responsibility to bring it
to them. I am thrilled and humbled by this amazing opportunity. My heartfelt thanks go out to the Saklan
community for the support that makes this possible.

Grace Miazga Chaffey, Music Specialist
Teacher, has taught at
The Saklan School since 2008.
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An Auction of Compassion
For many years, the Saklan community has rallied to put together
a spectacular auction to support our children’s education, an education vital for their future success. For an event to raise so much
money, in addition to tuition and annual giving, requires spectacular dedication from volunteers—parents, teachers, staff, community
businesses, and alumni students and parents.
Grateful acknowledgment must be made to those individuals who
have given generously of their time, treasure, and talent. The best
thing about taking on the rather arduous task of the auction has
been getting to know other parents. For the supportive, wise guidance of three former auction chairs, Karen Zemelman, Lori Anders,
and Hillary Conlon, I am particularly grateful.
The Parent Association deserves much credit. They not only plan
the auction, but work tirelessly throughout the year organizing the
back-to-school BBQ, Friday coffees, educational events, beautification day, room parent program, carnival, family fun night, and
teacher appreciation week. They guided me through the complicated journey of auction planning. They volunteered when they
knew they had no time. They offered to take care of aspects of the
auction it was clear I could not manage by myself. The evening’s
event comes together by the sheer will and extraordinary competence of an amazing group, selflessly giving the most precious of
all assets—their time.
Special thanks go to my children, Joey and Bianca, who, mostly patiently, have endured fewer meals, and a messy house as I have
poured my energies into this very important auction fundraiser.
They know how grateful I am to have Saklan the School and Saklan
the Camp in our lives over the years.

Kimberly Manning
2016 Auction Chair
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Many Thanks to Fund-A-Need Donors & Teacher Sponsors

Play More,
Climb Higher!
The Fund-A-Need
focused on improving
Saklan’s outdoor play
experience with a new
pyramid rope climber.
Safety was heightened
with a new 7’ tall fence
along the creek side
of the campus and by
removing some
of the wood-chip
barriers in the
preschool playground.
Improvements to the
middle school restrooms
were made addressing
the needs of a growing
middle school
student enrollment.
All three improvements
addressed the needs
of our facilities along
with the wellness of
our community.

Brian Koepke & Debra Brownstein
Bryan & Antonia Edwardson
Caroline McCormick
Charlie Martin & Kay Long Martin**
Cori Constantine
Dana Ewing
Derek & Mariangela Helgeson
Eric & Christine Schindewolf
Eric & Lori Anders
Gary & Sandy Tamkin**
George & Lisa Rokas
Jason & Ginelle Mills**
Jeremy Coyne & Tet Salva
Jim & Emil McCulloch**
John & Andrea Wilcox-Black
John & Emily Friend
Judith Hall & Paul Nowak
Kimberley Manning
Liz Barsell Rudolph & Steve Rudolph

Marco Tamagno & Cathy Campbell
Mark & Karen Zemelman
Matt & Christine Kuckuk
Michael & Heidi Temkin
Michael & Jenny Choi
Miranda Heerah
Myron & Sandy Lo
Norbert Piel & Daisy Ma
Paul & Annie Barendregt
Peter Metzger
Rob & Debbie Budowski
Robert Miller & Kesa Yorozu
Ron & Carol Goldman
Ruben & Barbara Castellon
Saul & Melissa Zippin
Stuart & Ana Maria Darby
Subhransu & Leena Ray**
Susan Hurrell, CPA, Event Sponsor
William & Valerie Anders

** Indicates that this contributor was a Teacher Sponsor and Fund-A-Need Donor
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Summer@Saklan –“A Passport to the World”
The summer of 2016 was the fourth
year that Saklan has been offering
the Summer@Saklan summer camp.
This`culture and language enrichment
summer camp program started in the
summer of 2013 and in four years has
more than doubled in enrollment. Of
the students that attend the program
more than 80% come from outside of
the Saklan community.
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The Summer@Saklan program is a
great resource for the Lamorinda
community and provides the school
with valuable exposure in our local market. More importantly, it celebrates the cultural diversity which is
inherent in the school and neighboring communities, while promoting Saklan as a learning institution with a
global perspective gained through an appreciation of different cultures and languages.

Summer@Saklan
offers a “Passport to
the World” focusing on
learning and activities
related to cultures and
languages such as
Spanish, French,
Japanese, Mandarin,
and Italian.
“Molto bene!”
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We’re Proud of Our Graduates
Class of 2016
“Saklan has taught me
that I can make my
own magic, my own
pixie dust. Pixie dust
doesn’t have to be
that pink sparkly
glitter. It can be
courage, motivation,
happiness,
humor…Magic isn’t
free. It has to be
earned and it has to
be practiced…”
From Bella’s
graduation speech.
Graduates from Saklan’s Class of 2016 are attending high school
at The Athenian School, Bentley School, College Preparatory
School, Maybeck High School, Orion Academy, and the Hong
Kong International School, as well as local public schools.

Class of 2012
Alumni interested
in babysitting for
families in our
Saklan community,
please send your
contact
information to
alumni@saklan.org

Upcoming
alumni events:
May 21: Class of
2013 Pizza Party

Graduates from Saklan’s Class of 2012 are attending college at Lewis
& Clark College, Occidental College, UC Berkeley, UC San Diego,
University of Denver, University of Puget Sound, University of
Southern California, and Wellesley College, as well as local public
higher education institutions.

We are Building Our Future Together. Thank you!
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Please join us for one or more of these
important dates:
February 15: What Great Parents Do: 75
Simple Strategies for Raising Kids Who
Thrive, with Erica Reischer, Ph.D.—
psychologist, author, speaker, and
parent educator.
March 4: An Evening In Old Hollywood
Annual Auction at the Orinda Country
Club
March 16: Annual Concert at the Lesher
Center for the Arts
March 31: Grandparents and Special
Friends Day
May 12-13: The Drowsy Chaperone,
Middle School musical at the Town Hall
Theatre
May 18: Arts Festival
th

June 8: 8 Grade Graduation
June 12: Summer@Saklan Camp Begins

www.saklan.org

The Saklan School

Est. 1954

1678 School Street
Moraga, CA 94556
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