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Welcome Back Family!!
As summer comes to a close,
we prepare ourselves to get
back into the swing of things
at St. Joseph Catholic School
Unit. We have lots of new
things going on and a few
new faces to start off the
new school year! Keep our
kids in your thoughts and
prayers as they journey into
a new chapter of their lives
and for some, start the final
chapter of their high school
years.
"To

change the world we must be
good to those who cannot repay
us." - Pope Francis
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Little People Big
By Melody Columbus
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Laney is 5 years old

and likes to play
house Her best friend
is Lilyann and on
their first day of
school they got to go
play and they had
gym class.
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Tayshaun is 9 years

old. His favorite game
at recess is soccer and
his best friend is
Michael. On his first
day of school he talked
about his summer.
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Hensley(top) and
Kendra(bottom) are
both in second grade.
Hensley’s bestfirend is
McKay and Kendra’s
bestfriend is Gracie.
Kendra and Hensley
are both 7 years old.
Their favorite games
are headbands and tag.

Addison is 10 years old.
Her favorite subject is
math and she wants to
be a nurse when she
grows older. Her
favorite teacher is Mrs.
Jennings and she likes
to play speak out.
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5th grade

Landre is in fourth grade.
She plays sports and her
favorite subject is math.
Her favorite teacher is
Mrs.Jonely. Landre’s
favorite subject is math
and she likes to play
monoply. When Landre
grows up she wants to be
a doctor.

6th grade
Chaunce is 11 years
old and his favorite
teacher is
Mrs.Williams.
Chaunce plays football
but he really loves
basketball he says. His
favorite subject is
math.
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By: Alexis Allen & Trevor Muzzi

The Candle of Youth
Steve Wies
Principal Steve Wies currently lives in
Cleveland, MS, where he attended Delta
State University for his graduate and
undergraduate. He has 27 years of
experience with the Cleveland Public
School District. Before advancing his
career as the new Principal at St. Joseph
Catholic High School, he was athletic
director, coach, and math teacher at
Cleveland High School. He originally
majored in business but soon changed to
Math Ed. He became a teacher because
math was a strong subject for him and was
confident in his ability to teach the
subject. After much anticipation, Principal
Wies says, “the first day proved to be
challenging yet it turned out to be
successful due to the efforts of all.” From
the first day he felt that the atmosphere of
both schools is “very positive and upbeat.”
He plans to get to know as many students
as possible. Of course, he does not have
any favorite students. The difference
between his old job and this new position,
Mr. Wies states, “this position carries
more responsibility yet regrettably it does
not allow as much direct teaching contact
with the students.”
Quote: “The biggest room in the world is
the room for improvement.” -Sank Powe

Dr. JoAnne Heisterkamp
Like a candle in the night,
Often flickering, but burning bright.
The passions flaming in the soul
Dr. JoAnne Heisterkamp has lived in
Mysteriously challenging self-control.
Greenville, MS since 1979 but was born
Questioning, arguing what is right
in central Iowa where she was raised on a
Seeking knowledge to enhance the light.
farm. She has multiple degrees such as a
Youth is a precious commodity
B.A. degree from the University of
That enfolds new found responsibility
Northern Iowa, M.A. in Reading, Ed.
Pivoting from a state of bliss
Sped in Elementary Education, and
Created by true love’s first kiss
Doctrine in Professional Studies from
To a state of torment and strife
Delta State University. She has 36 years of
Undecided how to go about life.
experience in the educational field. She
Every candle contributes to our vision
became a teacher because she “always had
Like each color in the spectrum of a prism.
a love for learning.” Dr. Heisterkamp's
A candle should never be left unattended.
mother wanted her to become a nurse but
Damage may occur that cannot be
it was obvious in her early life that she
mended.
was destined to work in education.
The light should be nurtured and
Heisterkamp plans to see “academic as
encouraged to grow
well as spiritual success and growth." She
To forge a path where others dare not go,
states, "St. Joseph exhibits a nurturing and
Or perhaps to hold steady and contribute
enriching environment that encompasses
to light,
the spirituality of a Christian school."
One candle aiding in the achievement of
sight.
Quote: "When educating the minds of our
Guidance and understanding are what are
youth, we must never forget to educate
required
their hearts." -Dalai Lama
To keep youth’s candle blazing and fired.
Dr. Jo Anne Heisterkamp
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Football Favorites
By: Roslyn Williams & Trevor Muzzi

Jonathan “JJ” Jordan, number 2 for the
football team, is a senior running back
for the football team. He is 18 years old
and is from Leland, Mississippi. JJ has
been playing football for four years now,
but has been playing for St.Joe for only
two years. What got him started was
when his father would take the timeout
by working with him with football. He
is now one of the star athletes in the
Mississippi Delta, and also one of the
humblest players. One of the biggest
challenges he had last season was getting
used to playing in 1A division, but the
biggest accomplishment was when the
team made it to the third round of the
playoff last season. The way he sets his
goals is by working hard in the offseason and preparing himself for the
season. His biggest inspiration is
winning a championship with the team
that he was working with the whole
season. The school is counting on JJ
today to help the team win the state
championship.
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Student Life

By: Melody Columbus, Kiya Thomas, & Skylar Harden
Being a new student or entering the first year of high school can be very challenging for some
people. Here at St. Joe we love the idea of new people. No one is left out and veteran students
go out of their way to make sure EVERYONE is included. Fitting in? There's no such thing!
We're a small school, you can just simply be yourself, and that's what most students value here
St. Joe, being OURSELVES.
Over the course of the week, my fellow partner, Skylar Harden, and I, interviewed a
variety of students and asked them questions on how they're going to start the school year off,
what are they hoping the school year will bring, their likes and dislikes, and what activities will
they be participating in. Starting off with the new students, here are their responses:

Newbies

Alexis says she was surprised
8th grader Nora Murphy
at how nice everyone is at St.
came to St. Joseph from
Joe is, and she says that the
Leland Middle School to get environment is "cool". Alexis
a better education and she
plans on playing softball next
says while visiting, it looked year, and she says it is a great
fun. She said the school’s
way to make new friends.
environment is very “clean”
She is excited about learning
and “organized”. Nora plans new things and meeting new
on playing softball. She finds people.
it fun and she's growing more St. Joe is known for
as a player. She enjoys art
diversity, but in contrast,
class and it's also her favorite Jalyn Thomas, a junior
memory of her first day of
returning after moving to
school. Although art class is Texas, says that her old
fun, Nora says her favorite
school was more diverse and
teacher is “unchoosable”.
and there were more class
option. One argument she
While Nora is still trying can make though, is that St.
to figure out who her favorite Joe is a lot more accepting
teacher is, sophomore Alexis and she feels comfortable in
Vaughn, who just transferred the
small
environment
from Greenville Christian,
compared to the bigger
says that her favorite teacher school she attended in Texas.
is Mr. Bariolais very nice and
cool."

Tabitha Williams, also a
returning student who came
from the state of Missouri, is
also a junior here at St. Joe.
Tabitha said her old school
was not as diverse and the
entire school (St. Joe and
Lourdes) combined together
could only fit one class in it
as a whole from her old
school. Wow, that's a pretty
big school don't you think?!
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Oldies but Goodies
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By: Kiya Thomas & Skylar Harden

I'm telling you, we oldies are already accustomed to “St. Joe Ways”. When August 7th hit, we
were already expecting a bucket load of work and tears throughout the school year (especially
juniors). Most of us are trying to maintain a positive attitude. And newbies, don't get your
hopes up, we have some adjusting to do too! New principal, new feel, total optimism….
Gracie McGaugh,
freshman, says that she loves
her classmates, she hopes to
be some a great leader in the
school this year. She says that
Mr. Weis is a very organized
and put together man. Gracie,
like the rest of us, is curious
to see how he's going to be
throughout the school year.
Elvis Scott, also a
freshman, says that he's
hoping to accomplish
making straight A’s this year
(way to go, Elvis) and getting
better at football. “I can't live
without my classmates,” he
says, and also he says so far
he think Mr. Weise is firm,
and he’s happy because he
knows Mr. Weis wants what's
best for the teachers,
students, and the school
itself.

Student Life Q&A
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Since we all know junior year can be the most challenge year in high school, we asked some
juniors what goals they have set to make it through the year.
Since Junior year is
apparently the hardest year of
high school, what goals have
you set to get through the
year - Skylar Harden
“The goals I have set to
make it through this year are,
ending junior year with
straight A’s, learn to take
good notes but without
writing what the teacher says
word for word (developing
college skill I see), and being
able to write great
papers/essays.” -Madison
Knight
“I have started to do my
homework as soon as I get
home instead of
procrastinating. I will also
making studying a bigger
priority in my life this
year.” - Cecilia Azar.
“What college would you like
to go to?” -Skylar Harden
“If I go to a ‘big school’ I will
most likely go to the
University of Arkansas and
study food science. I’m also
looking at Loyola or Tulane
in New Orleans.” -Cecilia
Azar
“I would like to go to Ole
Miss and become a
Pharmacist.” -Madison
Knight

Drum

...
.
.
.
l
l
Ro

Last, but certainly
not least, we have our
Sen18rs
“What do you see yourself
doing ten years from
now?” - Kiya Thomas

“I see myself owning my own
physical therapy practice,
having a big house, at least
two kids, helping others, and
living a happy/lavish life.” Roslyn Williams.
“I see myself married,
working at a private physical
therapy clinic, and helping
people ages 40 and under.”
That's all entertainment we have
for you today kids, Skylar and I
are open to suggestions in the
student life section of the school
newspaper. Help us out. We will
like to include everyone
throughout the semester.

Staff Notes:
1. If you have anything you would like to add to
the newspaper you may see a member of the
staff or drop by Mrs. Thompson's room. (B108)
2. Share your pictures that you take at any event
with my email: nthompson@stjoeirish.org or you
can send it to replayit.com see instructions
Replayit.com
instructions
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