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Learning
The mission of Family Partnership
nurturing learning environment

is to “Provide a personalized and
focused on inspiring lifelong learners.”

Each of us was born a “learner”. The sequential and spontaneous acquisition of
knowledge across human development has taken place through the process of
learning. Leaning involves the process of gathering “or acquiring new, or adapting
existing knowledge, behaviors, skills, values or preferences.” The process is
continuous. Thinking curiously, we employ the skills of analysis and reason to form a
framework for learning starting the cycle from what we know and developing the
ability to problem solve, think critically and inspire the quest to learn more.
Everyone has distinctive life experiences, capacity, personality and cultural
experiences that develop our unique style that stimulates the learning cycle.
Personalizing learning is a means to adjust to the style that best ignites the learning
process for each individual.
With the advancement of computer science, our cycle of learning has accelerated
monumentally. We now carry an encyclopedia of knowledge in our pocket, purse of
even wear it on our wrist. Facts are at our fingertips – even mathematical equations
can be solved by uttering a few words into a device. What becomes ever more
crucial is the ability to utilize the learning cycle to hone our ability to analyze the
“facts” and develop our reasoning capacity.
At Family Partnership, we emphasize the value of “blended learning” as an ever more
significant piece of the learning cycle. Blended learning offers the student the
opportunity to use computer science media as a fundamental tool while offering the
guidance, support and inspiration afforded by face-to-face time with skilled teachers
and the opportunity to engage with and learn from their peers. Students are afforded
the opportunity to dive deep into topics that engage their curiosity and teachers can
better adapt lessons across the curriculum to meet the learning styles of individual
students.
Experiential and project-based learning are also central to the learning process
offered at Family Partnership. Students are encouraged to interact with the
environment, participate in the community and engage in outside activities in order
to facilitate their acquisition of knowledge. By engaging in hands-on, active and
meaningful experience, students observe, reflect and learn concepts and acquire
skills. Through reflection on the process and the outcome, students are given the
opportunity to apply context to the situation or project and adapt as they interact
within a learning environment.
As a cyclic process, learning never ends. We absorb knowledge through learning and
in the process, we hope to foster deeper insight, engender compassion and enhance
the social and cultural structures that contribute to greater understanding of our
shared humanity.
Kathy Grbac, Interim Executive Director

Upcoming
Events/Calendar
Apr 23-27
SBAC High School Testing
Apr 24
Governance Council Meeting
Apr 25
Renaissance Fair - SLO
Apr 30-May 18
SBAC Testing
May 4
Graduation Information &
Graduate Photos due
May 8
Teacher/Staff Appreciation Day
May 16
Solvang Open House
May 17-18
Yosemite Field Trip – MB 4-5
May 21
Teacher Professional
Development – Orcutt Center
May 28
Memorial Day Holiday
June 5
Getty Museum Field Trip - BUSD
June 6
Graduation – SM Elks Lodge

Student Spotlight – A’lia Martin – San Luis Obispo
A’lia Martin chose to attend FPCS SLO Vicente Learning Center for the
2017-18 school year so she could have the flexibility to pursue her passion
of dance. Along with her twelve years studying this art form, her decision
to take control of her education has paid off. This summer, A’lia will be
attending both the Hubbard Street Summer Intensive at USC and The
Juilliard Summer Intensive at the Lincoln Center in New York City. The
Juilliard Summer Intensive is a prestigious, highly selective program that
accepts only 22 female ballet dancers worldwide. After this exciting
summer, A’lia will be returning to FPCS to finish her senior year and start
her applications to performing arts colleges in both the United States and
Europe. A’lia states: “My decision to attend FPCS has given me the
flexibility to excel in both my academics and dance without the stressors
that a traditional school would have put on me.”

Montessori Model United Nations Trip
In February, sixteen students from Family Partnership and their familes and
teachers, traveled to New York City to participate in the Montessori Model United
Nations program. Participants all agree it was an amazing and life-changing
activity. The O’Brien family shared that they were “floored and moved” by the
experience and the “future” they saw on display on the UN floor. Much
appreciation to the teachers – Diana Carmany, Sarah Pinon and to the coordinator
– Sonya Lanzen Castellanos for all the hard work and dedication in making this
experience avaliable to our students!

California Assessment of
Student Performance
and Progress (CAASSP)
Every spring, students in grades three
through eight and grade eleven who
attend California public schools
participate in the required California
Assessment of Student Performance
and Progress by taking the Smarter
Balanced Online Summative
Assessments (SBAC). This year, students
in grade twelve will also participate by
taking the Science portion of the test.
As a public school, FPCS students are
expected to participate in this process.
The testing window for FPCS students
will commence on April 23, 2018 and
continue (including make-up
opportunities) until May 18, 2018. It is
very important that your child
participate in this assessment process.
The testing is important for several
reasons first and foremost is because it
guides and informs our teaching
practices. It helps to identify the
strengths and needs in our teaching
and the curriculum we use and helps
us set learning goals for students. Along
with this, the test scores become a
significant component of the California
School Dashboard – a tool for the
public and charter granting agencies
to use in making comparative
judgments about the quality of schools
(including charter schools) within
California. California and the federal
government require a student
participation rate of 95% in the testing
process. At Family Partnership, student
performance data gathered from the
SBAC test is highly valued, scrutinized,
discussed and disaggregated down to
the individual student level to assist us
in providing the best possible
personalized learning experience
every FPCS student deserves.

For online practice tests
please visit the CAASPP
website:
http://www.caaspp.org/prac
tice-and-training/index.html

News From Our Learning Centers
Solvang –
Students and families will gather on May 16 for the center’s annual Open
House. The festivities will feature a Spring Art Festival celebrating the
talented works of our Solvang students.

Morro Bay –
Fourth-Fifth grade students from Mrs.
Schoennauer’s class are looking
forward to an overnight trip to Yosemite
Pioneer History Center where they will
assume the role of historical figures from
the 19th and early 20th centuries who
influenced the development and
protection of the area now known as Yosemite National Park.
The 2/3 class visited a local Chinese
restaurant and learned from the owner
how she emigrated from China and
started the restaurant. The next day they
welcomed Cal Poly’s Lion Dance Team
for an amazing performance.
The annual Egg Drop Engineering
activity was a smashing success!
Students designed protection for eggs dropped from a cherry picker by
Morro Bay staff.

Santa Maria Montessori –
The Santa Maria Montessori K-1 Class was gifted an opportunity to fulfill
lessons and performances under a new Santa Barbara County Education
Office Performing Arts Grant. Using the 1967 version of Too Much
Noise by Ann McGovern, the class heard the story, came to a consensus
on the lesson, and eagerly accepted the idea of re-telling the story to
other classes!
The children discussed the characters and roles in the story, and agreed
that we could slightly modify the telling of the story by grouping animals
together. They agreed that not only a man could be wise, so we ended
up with five wise people - both boys and girls! The main character
wanted to get some sleep, but complained there was too much noise in
his home. Ray was selected for this role; even now he wishes he could
take a nap every day, so he was very happy to accept the nomination
to be the main character!
A talented, self-described "half kindergartner/half first grader" wrote the
script. It was a retelling of the story, fitting in the class's modifications. The
students in the first grade group each had a copy of the script that we
"workshopped"--read, practiced, and edited. Playwright Zoey read the
entire script at each of the performances--clearly and with expression!

As the students were getting
ready for their ideas to come to
fruition, they kept talking about
costumes. Grant monies
supplied each with a t-shirt and
paint. The children designed
their own decorations related to
their role in the play, and most
did their own painting. The
monies also provided a few
props for sound effects. Each
student in the class received a
copy of the original Too Much
Noise, and we are working on a
class book to document our
process of taking the story
through the performance.
The grant monies also provided
funding for supplies for the
children to each make 2
bracelets to go along with their
second performance, the song
"Digging for Diamonds" by Red
Grammer.
The experience was engaging,
energetic, academic, social, and
artistic! The children can be very
proud of their
accomplishments! I am proud
that our project was selected for
funding!
2/3 grade students participated
in Mystery Science exploring the
topics of friction by building
“sliders” made up of pennies
attached to different surfaces. K1 students also engaged in
Mystery Science by learning how
a shadow can move! Mystery
Science lessons are well-thoughtout, engaging and meet NGSS
standards.

BUSD – Students at BUSD are
enjoying a busy and dynamic
semester! Students have
culminated a unit on the
Holocaust by creating Google
Slide Presentations. In science,
they conducted and Egg Drop
event where students applied

Newton’s Laws of Motion to an egg falling from 16 feet. Students had to
construct a device to slow and protect the egg from damage.
Mr. S has started a lunchtime
basketball league. They are
hoping to challenge SLO middle
school students to a cross-center
game as well as host a staff vs.
student game.
Representatives from the Council
on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
(CADA) have been facilitating
presentations for the 6-8th grade
students on Life Choices, Alcohol
and Drug Education, Peer Relationships, Conflict Resolution and Stress
Management.

Orcutt High School –
PROD Class: Professionals in various
fields have visited the center to
share their career history and
wisdom. Students are taking this
college level class seriously and
learning about skills needed in the
work force and exploring career
options.
YELL Conference at Allan Hancock College (AHC):
Students met at the Orcutt Learning Center and were transported by
Limo bus to Allan Hancock College. They were treated to breakfast,
lunch, and participated in various workshops. At the Marian Theatre
(PCPA), we listened to the guest speakers who shared their struggles and
success.
Support Classes:
English, Science and Math are in full swing. We also have college
counselors who work from our center on the last Wednesday of each
month.
Art: Mrs. Crozier: after exploring and
practicing the basics of 1 and 2-point
perspective we completed projects to
implement those skills. For 1 - point
perspective we created rooms
(bedroom, cafe, aquarium, etc.) Students
used board games, Legos, rubric’s cube,
dicem cards, etc., to use for their 2- point
perspective lesson.
Students also are exploring how art can make a difference for social
issues; anti-bullying, environmental issues, equal rights, etc. Students
created a Google Slide show to share. They will include at least 12
images related to the issue they have chosen and will explain the

image's representation. From
here, students will create their
original social art piece related
to the issue they have chosen.

San Luis Obispo –
Our MS students have started
their study of the Renaissance
with literature groups and their
first day of working on the
Shakespeare plays, “Julius
Caesar” and “The Tempest”, with
the help of Brendan Kelso of
Playing with Plays. Students have
auditioned for parts and practice
has begun! All their hard work
will culminate at the Renaissance
Faire on Wednesday, April 25th.
Our elementary students enjoyed
a PAC performance by the
Yamato Drummers of Japan. In
art class they completed their
Japanese Daruma dolls, which
are traditionally made with a
goal in mind. Kids choose a goal
and their goal is associated with
a particular color. They color the
left eye when they set the goal
and will
later color
in the
other eye
when the
goal is
met. This is
better
than a
New Year’s resolution, because
there is no time limit and it’s
something they can continue to
strive for:
Our HS advisors are completing
graduation requests and our
seniors are diligently working on
their senior projects while looking
forward to graduation and

beyond. We have a few college acceptance announcements: Amanda
Bohanan: Iowa State Sarah Nighswonger: University of Iowa, Johnson &
Wales University, and Portland State University Mia Lindahl: Humboldt
State, Sonoma State and Cal Poly SLO. Sophie Kardel: Seattle Pacific
University, Witworth University, and Loyola International University in
London

Family Partnership Charter School
“Bringing the Best Together for Student Success”

Invites you to
A Commencement Ceremony
Honoring the High School
Senior Class of 2018
Wednesday, June Sixth, Two Thousand Eighteen
Six o’clock
The Santa Maria Elks Lodge #1538
1309 N. Bradley Road
Santa Maria, California

Open Enrollment for new students
began on March 1, 2018. Parents
of new students must complete
and submit the “Student Interest”
Form. The form for 2018-2019
school year will be available on
our website on March 1, 2018, or
you may ask for a form from the
office staff at one of our centers
(on or after 3-1-18). Once a
“Student Interest” form has been
submitted an enrollment
specialist will contact you to
schedule a meeting. Priority is
given to siblings of current FPCS
students.
For more information or questions
please visit our website:
fpcharer.org or call: 805-3483333

New for 2018-2019!
The Morro Bay Learning Center
will be the site of our new K-5
Independent Study program for
San Luis Obispo County! Parents
who desire to be the primary
educational guide for their
students but still wish for their
child to participate in one day of
teacher-led instruction in a small
group environment will be
afforded this opportunity.
Students will also be included in
the option of participating in the
social activities that take place in
the Morro Bay Montessori
Blended program. Please
contact administration or the SLO
or Morro Bay centers for more
details.

Concerned that your child may be suffering with an acute emotional or
mental health issue? You can now easily provide these students with a
safe, confidential, non-judgmental resource they can access 24/7.
The Crisis Text Line provides students with the opportunity to “talk” about
their situation with a trained counselor and learn about community
resources that are available to help.

Hear ye! Hear ye!
By order of her majesty, Queen Caren I,
all Lords, Ladies, Knights, and Commoners
are invited to join in the

5th Biennial

Renaissance Faire
Wednesday, April 25th
11:00-2:00 pm
At the SLO Center Shire
Please join us for a fun-filled time:
A Renaissance Feast
Archery and Games
Meet the Queen of the Shire
Create Stained Glass and other Renaissance Art
Learn to craft your own Elizabethan Insults
Be Entertained by True Shakespearean Talent!
All ages Welcome!

Renaissance dress is encouraged…
or be ridiculed with Elizabethan insults!!
If ye shall attend and eat…
Please sign up with the fair maiden in the office!
(michele.duston@fpcharter.org)

