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Let’s not stick to our guns

By Karen Landeros
Columbine High School. Virginia Tech. Sandy Hook Elementary School. And now Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School.
It’s an all-too-familiar pattern in
the United States.
In the wake of mass shootings,
thousands show their support for
stricter gun laws, then the publics
attention fades over time, and nothing is done to prevent another mass
shooting.
The shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School
in Parkland, Florida on Feb. 14
resulted in 17 deaths of staff and
students.
While the shooting does not signal the end of the horrific trend,
something new stemmed from the
Stoneman Douglas shooting: Student survivors immediately spoke
out for nationwide action on gun
control.
Under the name #NeverAgain,
students begged for gun control.
In her viral video, survivor
Emma Gonzalez said, “We are going to be the kids you read about in
textbooks. Not because we’re going
to be another statistic about mass
shooting in America, but because .
. . we are going to be the last mass

shooting.”
In response, President Trump first
shared his condolences and prayers
for the victims.
Some days later, he criticized the
police responses and said he would
have run into the school, even without a gun.
He has shown only slight interest
in gun regulations to prevent future

shootings.
He indicated interest in adopting
a minimum age to buy a gun and a
ban on bump stocks (which attach
to semiautomatic guns and allow
them to shoot up to 100 rounds in
seven seconds).
Some of the students recently
went to the Florida state capital to
directly talk to their representatives.
On Feb. 20, survivors were pres-

ent to see the Florida House vote
71-36 against hearing a bill to ban
sales of assault weapons, according
to the Associated Press.
Although some were crying in
the gallery, the students remain undaunted.
They, along with the Women’s
March Youth EMPOWER group,
are holding a national school walkout on March 14. They encourage
students, staff, and administration
walk out at 10 a.m. for 17 minutes,
a minute for each victim.
Plans for a march at the Bridge
have not been finalized. A counter-protest is expected.
Then, on March 24, there will
be a more general march to protest
inaction on gun control, emphasize
the need for mental health services,
and how it all creates unsafe school
environments.
The biggest March will be in
Washington, D.C., but all over the
nation there will be sister marches,
including Riverside.
You don’t need to be a gun law
expert to see that something isn’t
right about the United States. Gun
regulations are needed to control
access to tools that make these tragedies occur.
(Cont. on P. 2)
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Let’s not stick to our guns
(Cont. from P. 1)
For example, the Australia 1996 mass shooting
which resulted in 35 people killed and 23 wounded
led to a major change.
Just after 12 days later, the 1996 National
Firearms Agreement was
passed, which led to confiscation of over 650,000
guns.
Also, it required each
gun to be registered to its
owner and prohibited private sales and introduced
background checks.
In Australia, gun buyers have to present a valid reason to need the weapon at the time of their purchase.
Self-defense is not enough.
Since then, Australia has not experienced a large

scale mass shooting,
according to Vox.com.
I’m not a lawmaker
and cannot determine
exactly which changes
are needed, but I am
certain that taking no
action does no good.
What I do know is
that it should be impossible for anyone who is
a danger to themselves
or others to obtain a
gun.
We should care more
about the actions of
lawmakers and how what gun regulations are in effect
in this country.
And we should care all the time — not just when
another mass shooting occurs.
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as original photographs
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will be considered for
publication.
We would be more than
happy to discuss what you
wish to share.

Learning from the lock-down frenzy
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By Kathryn Leinen

The lock-down Monday left
many people confused and concerned but has shown the school
where the system is flawed.
A vague warning on Snapchat
started the reaction.
“Hi this is Dani. I have heard
that there is going to be some
weird stuff going down in your
school. You might want to stay
home if you can. If not keep your
eyes open.”
Students told Dr. Fowler what
they had seen and heard. He said
he called the school district office
and the Sheriff’s Department.
A lock down was called as a
precaution, he said.
The campus was locked down
at the end of second period. Nutrition was canceled, and students
were told to go to conflicting directions between their third-period
and second-period classes.
Since few people had used the
bathroom, most of third period
was devoted to students interchangeably using the staff bathrooms located in the pods.
Students went to fourth period
in quick dash, and the lock down
ended midway during the period.
Sophomore Megan Wiles stated
that when they called lock-down,
“We didn’t know how scared we
should be. By the time I got to
third, I was really confused, and
nobody knew what was going on.
The office did a poor job of communicating with the teachers and
especially the students. I didn’t
know if it was a just-be-cautious
situation or a tell-your-mom-youlove-her situation. They caused

mass anxiety for no reason, when
they should have said upfront that
there was no active shooter and no
reason to get too worried. But they
didn’t tell us anything.”
The office was having problems
with kids calling their parents to
tell them there was a threat without having actual details.
Concerned parents backed up
the office phones and came to pick
up their children.
In case there was an actual
emergency, both of these would
have been major issues because it
would make it harder for the office
to call for help, Dr. Fowler said.
Parents’ cars could have blocked
the police from quickly entering
the school by parking out front, he
said.
Parents who heard that there
was a threat were told by students
with little information.
Senior Ethan Carrillo said, “I
knew about the threats early on
from a friend, so I was sketched
out since first period, but I didn’t
want to risk anything, so I went
straight home after that.”
The school sent an email on
Parent Square at 12:44 p.m.
“NBECHS families, there was
(sic) some social media postings
over the weekend regarding a possible threat to the school. Which
Necessitated (sic) a precautionary
secured campus. At this time we
have been assured by law enforcement that the threat is not credible. Classes are in session and the
school is operating as usual. We
will keep you posted with necessary updates or changes. Please be

assured that your children’s safety
is and remain our number one priority.”
However, many parents are not
signed up for Parent Square and
were not informed at all.
The principal said parents are
strongly encouraged to join Parent Square so that if this happens
again, all parents will be better informed.
Students coming back from
college were extremely confused.
Some were told to hurry to their
next period because the school
was on lock-down, while others
heard nothing.
In an email sent to teachers
Monday morning, Dr. Fowler stated, “Some of the kids are saying
there was a weird warning on snapchat last night ‘that something bad
was going to happen’ sent from a
‘Dany’. A lot of kids are saying it
was forwarded to them but as yet I
have not seen the actual message.
Probably a hoax but let’s proceed
with increased caution.”
The lack of information lead to
student rumors about “a group of
Heritage kids coming to shoot up
the school” and “maybe the shooter is in our class.”
Despite the problems, Dr. Fowler stated, “I thought the lock-down
went pretty well. There are things
that we need to do differently,
like educating the kids more and
knowing the difference between
different drills. We also need to
work on different messages for
Parent Square, training aids and
how to better assure the students.”
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Upcoming Events

By Kyra Hillig

Mar. 1
Advisory Council
Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Mar. 2
“Fantastic Beasts”
2:30 p.m.
Room 308

Mar. 8
School board meeting
5:30 p.m.

Mar. 9
Progress Reports
sent to parents

Mar. 14
PSAT Test

Mar. 16
Mar. 16
Lifestream Blood Drive “West Side Story”
7 p.m.

Mar. 17
“West Side Story”
7 p.m.

Mar. 14
National School
Walk-Out
10 a.m. to 10:17 a.m.

Mar. 22
Dancing with the
Teachers
6 p.m.

Mar. 23
“West Side Story”
7 p.m.

Mar. 9
Awards assembly

Mar. 24
“West Side Story”
7 p.m.

Club of the Month: Board Game Club

Story and photo by Nancy Hillig

February’s Club of the Month is
Some of the games the club
Many members believe Board
the Board Game Club, where stu- plays include UNO, Machi Koro, Game Club is special. Mr. Frey
dents of all grades get together to Settlers of Catan, Mafia and many agrees and also believes in its poplay games, hang out or
tential.
simply have fun.
“I believe our club is speThe Board Game Club
cial because board games allow
encouragez students to sopeople to connect on a different
cialize, gain better knowllevel, especially with all of the
edge of games and make
phones and social media comenjoyable memories with
munication these days,” he said.
peers.
“They help develop skills such
A typical student noras probability, teamwork, and
mally doesn’t have time
critical thinking,” Mr. Frey said.
to play games at home beSenior Erik Rios said “I like
cause of too much school
going to Board Game Club to
work and not enough free Seniors Alex Calderon and Erick Rios, juniors learn new games and have fun
time.
Morgan Black and Tiffany Murga and senior with friends.”
Through the Board Agustin Navarro begin their board game.
Board Game Club has meetGame Club, students have
ings monthly during Quest on
the opportunity to spend
Fridays. Anyone is welcome to
more.
free time by playing games.
join if they are interested.
The most popular games among
The selection of games is very
the students are Mafia and UNO.
broad, advisor Mr. Frey said.

By Victoria Ford

Knights on the Street
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What is your favorite thing about
Valentine’s day?
“The discounts Target
has after
Valentine’s Day.”
Junior
Cristian
Sanchez

“Chocolates are my
favorite.”
Senior
Preet Kaur

Sophomore
Freshman
Noe Cazares
Arianna Moreno
“The candy. Because
“My favorite thing about even if you don’t have
Valentine’s Day is the a valentine, you still get
candy.”
candy.”

Recipe of the Month
By Kuri Marquez
and Angel Ayala

Heart Cake

Ingredients:
1 chocolate cake mix
1 strawberry cake mix
1 can of strawberry icing
Heart-shaped sprinkles
Procedures:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Prepare strawberry cake
mix and pour into a greased
loaf pan.
3. Bake for about 35 minutes.

4. Cool in refrigerator for 30
minutes.
5. Cut out heart shapes from
the the cake using a cookie
cutter.
6. Prepare chocolate cake
mix and pour in greased loaf

pan until just the base is covered.
7. Tightly pack the heart cut
-outs on top of the cake mix.
8. Pour the rest of the mix to
cover the hearts.
9. Bake for 350 degrees for
about 35 minutes.
10. Allow cake to cool for
about 45 minutes, then ice
with strawberry frosting.
11. Add hearts on the sides
with frosting and decorate
with heart-shaped sprinkles.
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Student of the Month

By Ariana Alvarardo
and Ashley Villatoro

Congratulations to the February
Students of the Month, sophomore
Miguel Castenada and and freshman Elizabeth Ortuno.
Elizabeth was nominated by
Ms. S. Hansen, who said she and
Milad Hekmantnia “are very good
about notifying me when they will
miss class. They will either talk to
me or send me an email, so that

Photo by
Ashley Villatoro
Freshman Elizabeth
Ortuno

they can get the work for that day
and turn it in on time. This helps
them maintain their strong grade
in English.”
Ms. Alger nominated Miguel.
“Just last week, Miguel dropped
off his essay for peer editing before he went to college, Ms. Alger
said.
“He strives to stay on top of his
work,” she said.
Mrs. Frey nominated junior
Willow Carlson.
“During MVC registration, Willow took it upon herself to help the
sophomores navigate through webadvisor. Willow was so patient

and kind and explained the process throughly,” she said.
“Willow truly stood out as a student who went above and beyond
to help her fellow classmates.”
Ms. Van nominated freshman
Alyssa Smyth and sophomore
Richard Garcia.
“I nominate freshman Alyssa
Smyth for her positive attitude and
good work ethic. Her positive behavior is a good influence to those
around her,” she said.
She nominated Richard because
of his dedication to music.
“Band has recently come back to
the Bridge, and he is currently enrolled in the class,” Ms. Van said.
“He plays some mean drums.”
Mr. Clarke nominated seniors
Andrea Macias and Alli Bertoli.
“Andrea is hard-working and
has great drive. She always has a
positive attitude,” he said.
He nominated Alli because she
“is motivated to always do her
best. She is a wonderful student
and role to underclassmen (and
women).”
Mr. Frey nominated juniors Victoria Medina and Hannah (Alexandria) Rodriguez.
“Victoria puts forth effort to
make people smile! When passing by Victoria in the halls, I am
always greeted with ‘Have a beautiful or blessed day’,” he said.
“You get the sense that she cares
and legitimately wants your day
to be nice. We need more of this
in our world, and her attitude has
definitely made me want to try
harder,” Mr. Frey said.

Hannah “is taking board games
to a whole new level by modifying other popular games to fit the
needs of our campus. She spends
her free time theorizing and creating games that allow a group of individuals to laugh and have a great
time,” Mr. Frey said.
Mrs. Pickering also nominated
sophomore Yesenia Diaz due to
her “generous spirit.”
“She is always willing to help
others when they get stuck. She
is also very conscientious with
what’s going on in the world,”
Mrs. Pickering said.
Ms. Alger also nominated sophomore Rosemary Zelaya, whom
she said consistently turns in
high-quality homework and participates in classroom discussion.

Photo by
Karen Landeros
Sophomore
Miguel Castaneda
“I can always look to Rosemary
when I need help,” she said.
Junior Omar Perez was nominated by Mrs. Pickering because
“he contributes to our discussions on a consistent basis and is
extremely helpful. His presence
makes our class a happier place!”
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Horoscopes
By Nicole Quinonez
and Makenzie Huezo

Pisces (February 19 - March 20) Getting caught up in other people’s drama won’t help
you deal with your own. Its’ best to stay out of it and let it run its course.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) The people who truly are the most important in your life
will always be there for you. You won’t need to tell them if you’re having a bad day or
not. They should already know and know what to do to help.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Just calm down, relax, and don’t stress about the things that
you are trying to change in your life. Instead of stressing, try looking at everything from
a different point of view. See if you can find a solution that way.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22) Don’t worry about the negative people because they will
find a way out of your life.
Leo (July 23 - August 22) Your life is going to take a turn for the better soon. That thing
you have been wishing for lately will happen this month.
Virgo (August 23 - September 22) Life is too short to play the “what if” game.
Libra (September 23 - October 22) Remember your goals and stay focused. You can do
it! Keep your eyes on the prize.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21) Get out of that love triangle and know what you
want. If someone doesn’t care about you, they’re not what you want.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19) Remember
who you are and change for the better. Take it easy.
Aquarius (January 20 - February 18) Make what
you do today improve your tomorrow. Follow
your dreams!
Sagittarius (October 23 - November 21) No
matter what happened in your past, every day
is a new day to make it what you want it to be.
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Movie review

‘Black Panther’ is a good story

By Joshua Higgins
“Black Panther” is a good movie,
but it could have been better.
It had a great storyline that made
the viewers understand what was
going on during the movie.
One of the best parts was how
they showed how the Africans in
“Wakanda” did their events.

Courtesy of Marvel Studios

That meant there were two Black
One of the events that really
caught my eye was how they did Panthers. Wow!
battle in order to get the title of the
king.
Of course, the protagonist would
always win, but it was nice that they
showed that Black Panther wasn’t
the only one who could become
king.
One of the parts that I felt wasn’t
that good was when the previous
king killed his brother right in the
beginning in the movie.
It was confusing because we
didn’t really know why he killed his
brother.
During the end, the antagonist,
who was the son of the brother that
got killed, challenged the king of
“Wakanda” and was throned king.
Courtesy of Marvel Studios

ELC recipients announced
Fifteen graduating seniors were granted Eligibility in the Local
Context for University of California. These students are in the
top 9% of the graduating class. If they are not admitted to the
UC of their choice, they will be offered a spot at another campus, if available, according to Mrs. Frey.
Monica Alcaraz
Anthony Alyassi
Angela Antram
Alessandra Bertoli
Citlali Flores

Tylore Gamble
Michael Hernandez
Binderpreet Kaur
An Le
Nicholas Le

Catherine McCarty
Noah Raymond
Ahtziri Romero
Amora Valencia
Ashley Villatoro
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Both basketball teams end successful seasons
By Leobardo Yerba
The Bridge boys’ basketball team made
it to the quarterfinals of CIF this season, but
the girls’ team lost in the first round.
The boys’ squad ended the season 4-6 in
the South Valley League and 14-10 overall
but made a surprising CIF run.

Photo by Leslie Corona
Freshman Emily King brings the ball down court
against River Springs early in the season.

Photo by Victoria Ford
Junior James Walter takes
the ball down court.
They beat Joshua Springs Christian of Yucca Valley 61-25 to open
the tournament, then defeated Garden Street Academy of Santa Barbara 75-54.
Wiseburn-DaVinci of El Segundo stopped them in the third round
with a 79-52 loss.
Juniors Emeka Odimegwu and
James Walter Jr. were the top scorers this season.
Odimegwa averaged 17.4 points
for 24 games. Walter averaged 17.3.
Walter also was the top rebounder, with an average of 10 per game.
Junior Luis Rodriguez averaged
10.6 in 23 games.

Walter also topped the steals column with 4.5 per game.
Odimegwa had the highest field goal percentage, 52 for 24 games.
Coach Howman said a factor in Odimegwa’s success is his ability to
bother the opponents by making it hard for them to adapt to his style. In
the Garden Street Academy game, he earned a double double with 26
points and 12 steals.
The girls’ team finished 12-7 overall and 6-4 in league.
They lost in the first round of CIF to California School for the Deaf,
42-35.
Sophomore Megan King
was the season’s top scorer,
averaging five points per game
for eight games, according to
MaxPreps.com.
Her sister, sophomore Megan King, was second with
5 points per game in eight
games.
Junior McKenna McCarthy
grabbed an average of 9.4 rebounds per game.
Sophomore Cassandra Aguirre stole the ball an average of
3.8 times per eight games.
Photo by Victoria Ford
Junior Emeka Odimegwu prepares
for a free throw at CMI.
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Great league season for soccer

By Joel Olguin
and Brandon Schmid
Photos by Victoria Ford
The girls’ soccer team was undefeated in the South Valley League
this year, but lost in the first round
of CIF.
The boys’ squad led its league
with a 9-1 record, but also lost in
the first round.

Junior Sean Palena makes a header
in 4-1 victory over Temecula Prep.

The girls went 10-0 in league
play and ended with an overall record of 18-3-2.
They lost to Savanna of Anaheim
2-0 at CIF.
Freshman Juliana Anchondo
was the season’s top scorer with
21 goals in 20 games, according to
MaxPreps.com.
Senior Raquel Lopez scored 15
goals in 19 games.
Sophomore goal tender Daviniya Martinez made 38 saves in 18
games.
The boys’ squad ended with a 126-2 overall record.
Junior Kevin Escalante and sophomore Brian Castro tied with a total of 10 goals, but Castro played in

Senior Taylor Breshears winds up
for a big kick toward the goal.
one more game, according to MaxPreps.com.
Senior goaltender Gilbert Gonzalez averaged 5.9 saves in nine
games.
Junior goaltender Blake Hefner
had an average of 3.3 saves in four
games.

Rain, snow, hail. Winter!

The Bridge reveled in a brief flurry of
winter Tuesday between fifth and sixth
periods. Rain turned into snow sprinkles,
then a few bits of hail.
Snow bunnies pictured are sophomore
Samantha Placito and (clockwise from
right) juniors Daniel Quinonez, Jesus
Resendiz and Kevin Escalante.

Photos by Nancy Hillig

Law Offices
of
Edward R. Strelow
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Practicing attorney in areas of civil law since 1990,
principally taking cases in Western Riverside and San
Bernardino counties in Southern California.
Areas of practice include
Family Law: divorce, child support and alimony including District Attorney/

DCS cases, child custody, paternity, adoption

Business and Real Estate Litigation: breach of contract, unfair competition,

building defects, employee and employer sexual harassment and discrimination claims
Personal Injury: automobile accidents, product defects

Education Law and Charter Schools
Appeals: in the areas noted above

FREE CONSULTATION
Reasonable hourly rates and advance fee retainer. Credit cards accepted.
Personal injury cases are usually “contingency” with fees based on a
percentage of recovery. No fee if there is no recovery.
EDWARD R. STRELOW
4333 ORANGE STREET, SUITE 10
RIVERSIDE, CA 92501
(951) 787-8960

