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A Word From the Headmaster
We are now into the third quarter grading period just coming off of our winter break. It has been a tough winter so far
with many of our students and staff fighting the flu and other illnesses. Hopefully, we have gotten a chance to get well
and are ready to soldier on through the rest of the winter. Spring is right around the corner!
Recently, I attended the Vance County Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet. The keynote speaker was Joe
Dittmar, a survivor of the attack on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. Mr. Dittmar described the awful
events of that day based on his experiences while attending a meeting in the South Tower of World Trade Center. He
was able to get out of the South Tower and make it to safety. He commended the many officers and rescue personnel
who rushed into action on that fateful day to help people that they did not know. He spoke of their bravery, putting their
own lives on the line to try and save others. He continues to make the speaker’s circuit, taking no fees for his time, so
that the voices of those lost on that day will continue to be heard through him. His message is one of hope, faith, and
compassion. Right after attending this program, my mother who resides in Kinston was admitted to the hospital unexpectedly for a blood clot in her lung and an irregular heart rhythm. I spent the weekend with her there as we waited to
find out the prognosis and treatment options. My mother received extraordinary care from the medical doctors and
nurses at Lenoir Memorial Hospital. She eventually went home feeling much better after a four-day stay in the hospital. These two experiences reminded me of the important role that a school like Kerr-Vance Academy plays in our
community. We are educating and inspiring the future. The kind of courage that Joe Dittmar described does not just
happen. It is made. It is made through experience, learning, and the development of character. The knowledge and
professionalism exhibited by the doctors and nurses who cared for my mother likewise began somewhere long ago. It
wasn’t just the math and biology learned in a classroom, but also the ability to communicate, serve, and relate to people who are facing challenges that stood out. It is my hope that Kerr-Vance Academy is producing young men and
women who are prepared to make a difference in the future. What an important job we have!
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Basketball Teams – I am very proud of our middle school, junior varsity, and varsity basketball teams for their performances this year. They worked hard and achieved a great deal on the court. Both varsity teams made the state
playoffs. Congratulations to all players and coaches.
Middle School Open House – Rising 7th and 8th grade parents are invited to attend Middle School Open House on
Thursday, March 14 at 6 pm. Come and join us for an informational program and tour of our middle school. Please
invite other families who may be considering KVA to come and learn what we have to offer.
Recognitions – Congratulations to senior Charlie Averett who is a finalist for the Goodnight Scholars Program through
North Carolina State University. Charlie is one of one hundred finalists for this scholarship. From GSP - “The 100
finalists were selected from a pool of nearly 800 candidates from across North Carolina, representing six NC State
academic colleges and 47 North Carolina counties. Finalists were scored by an application review committee consisting of 117 current and former NC State faculty, staff, and alumni, as well as industry representatives from SAS Institute
and the Kenan Fellows Program. Each finalist demonstrated exceptional accomplishments in their respective high
school careers including stellar academic achievement, extracurricular involvement, community engagement, and inspiring goals for success in the STEM or STEM education fields.” We salute Charlie for this honor and wish him well in
the next phase of GSP.
Congratulations to senior Richard Allen who has been named a finalist for the National Merit Scholarship. From NMS “The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition and scholarships that began in
1955. High school students enter the National Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®)—which serves as an initial screen of approximately 1.6 million entrants each year—
and by meeting published program entry and participation requirements. All winners of Merit Scholarship ® awards
(Merit Scholar® designees) are chosen from the Finalist group based on their abilities, skills, and accomplishments—
without regard to gender, race, ethnic origin, or religious preference. A variety of information is available for NMSC
selectors to evaluate: the Finalist's academic record, information about the school's curricula and grading system, two
sets of test scores, the high school official's written recommendation, information about the student's activities and
leadership, and the Finalist's own essay.” We are very proud of Richard and wish him the best in the NMS program.
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VALENTINE’S DAY
The first annual Valentine’s Day Dance for pre-K through 6th grade students
was a huge success. All of the students who attended the event on February
9th had a blast dancing with their friends and taking pictures with the themed
props. Everyone enjoyed the treats prepared by parents and volunteers.
A special thank you to Lizzie Stovall, who organized and prepared the event.
Thank you to the following parents and volunteers who greatly contributed to
the event: Tammy Crawford and Sandy Reese (for helping with set-up); Anne
Marie White, Nancy Schneider, and Renee Wilder (for providing decorations
and balloons); Heather Taylor, Cindi Poythress, and Joanna Nies (for providing
different treats).
Thank you to Alex Keith, of AK Productions, who was the DJ at this event.
Thank you to all the parents and adults who attended and helped chaperone
the dance, and thank you as well to the following high school students who
chaperoned: Richard Allen, Jourdan Folger, Edie Echols, Caroline Williams, and
Natalie Stone.
Thank you to any unmentioned parents who also supplied snacks and treats for
the kids or made any other donations.
Finally, to all our donors and volunteers, this event would not have been possible without your efforts and support. We appreciate everything you do for our
students and for our school.
Jourdan Folger
Copy and Caption Editor

Johnathan Perkinson, Mattie Grissom, Nathan McDaniel,
and Will Parrott smile for a picture between songs.
Molly Greenway enjoying the
dance.

The 3rd and 4th graders pose with silly props during the dance.

The first grade girls dance together.

The 5th grade girls and Emma Ellis having a
blast.

KVA snow week 2018 was a fun week spent in many different ways by the
students and faculty at KVA. Spending five days out of school for the snow people did many different fun activities but some unlucky souls spent theirs fighting
the flu and just mainly staying inside. Junior Timothy Pettiford had fun in his
neighborhood as he had a large snowball fight and football game with the kids in
the area. Seniors Alex Hester, Nicole Dunkley, Luke Frazier and junior Annie
Wiggins spent their snow days out on the four wheelers going through different
trails with their own adventures. With a different perspective on the snow, many
students spent it inside either binge watching shows on Netflix and maybe even
playing Fortnite. I spent my snow day being in the house as I was hit by the flu

and was really bummed not being able to go out
and spend time with my friends. Getting five
days off was a great break for all of us even
though we just had one, but it's fun knowing how
a few of us spent the time in an out of the snow.
Rafael Negron
Sports Editor

Curtis Murphy

Curtis Murphy is a member of Future Farmers of America, or FFA. This national organization is geared toward leadership and career development through agricultural
development. Curtis participates in workshops and leadership conferences that can be
held at the local, state, or national level. He had the privilege of attending a Washing-

ton Leadership Conference for a week in Washington D.C. with FFA members from
across the country. He also has the opportunity to hold officer positions within the organization. Currently, he is serving as the President of his chapter and as the Parliamentarian for the East Central Region. Through Career Development Events, students
are allowed to demonstrate their knowledge in agriculture. Recently, Curtis participated
in a land judging competition, where participants determined field and soil along with a
treatment for the soil with the information they were provided. During the event Curtis
was the highest scoring individual in the state, and his team won first place. They now
have the chance to participate in a national level competition held in Oklahoma in May.
Curtis has been given many exciting opportunities because of the National FFA Organization. He has had the chance to grow as a leader, demonstrate his knowledge in agriculture, and has won many awards from competitions.
Savannah Barnes
Art and Layout Editor

MEREDITH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Kerr-Vance Academy Juniors Emma Hogge, Maggie
Mooring, Morgan Allen, Lexi Cottrell and Anne Wiggins attended the annual Women’s
Leadership Conference
held at Meredith College in
Raleigh on February 3rd.
This conference is presented by the Greater Raleigh
Chamber of Commerce and is designed to advance and
support women.

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION BOX TOP CONTEST
The winner of the January Box Top Contest was Hallie Ruth Sherrill from ninth
grade! Hallie Ruth and her mother were able to collect 3000 box tops which equates to
$30 for KVA to win the $20.18 gift card along with a plush cow toy from Chick-fil-a.

Congratulations Hallie Ruth!!!
Alexis Reese
Special Sections Editor

2018 SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION POSTER CONTEST
Congratulations to the winners of the 2018 Soil and Water Conservation Poster Contest. First place winner
Johnathan Perkinson, Second place winner Caroline Merritt and 3rd place winner Rebecca Stovall. The winning
posters from Kerr-Vance Academy will be sent to Vance
County to compete with the top three winners from school
through-out the county. Good Luck to All!

Operation - Rescue the fish
In Mrs. Mosley’s class, the 3rd and 4th graders
worked together in order to maintain a fish aquarium. It
started off as a small bowl and has grown into a 10
gallon tank complete with artificial plants and four fish.
The class was shocked, however, when they found
that one of the fish was swimming upside down. They
researched Popeyes’ symptoms and determined he
had a bladder infection. The students worked together
to fix a “hospital tank” in which they isolated Popeye,
didn’t feed him for three days, and kept him under a
warm lamp. When the three days were up, they fed
him peas that were smashed up in order to make them
easier to eat. Popeye is feeling better now thanks to
the efforts of the class, and he has been reintroduced
to the main tank where you can find him swimming
happily.
Joshua Braxton
Photo Editor

CROCKPOT LUNCHEON
The sophomore class raised money by having a crockpot luncheon. They sold the tickets all around school for $5 a ticket. The sophomore class sold about 140 tickets and
raised about $700 to go towards next year's prom. The luncheon provided a wide variety of choices including chili, taco soup, mac ‘n’ cheese, lasagna, and buffalo chicken
dip. Junior Annie Wiggins stated, “The Buffalo Chicken Dip was the BEST!!” Once again
the crockpot luncheon was a success and raised money in a fun delicious way.
Caroline Hoyle
Class Section Editor

WINTER SPORTS
SENIOR NIGHT

“Never say never, because limits, like fear, are often just an illusion.”
— Michael Jordan

On January 26th, we celebrated our winter sports senior night. The following seniors were recognized: John Averette, Michael Bowers, David Bullock, Luke Frazier,
Beau Nutter, Valentin Ortiz, Akash Patel, Wil Short, Andreas Wilson, Bonnie Evans,
Becca Johnson, and Genie Parish.
Becca Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

Cheerleading captain Genie Parish was escorted by
her mother, Yolanda
Yoder.

Senior Becca Johnson
receives a heartfelt embrace from her mother,
Andie Johnson.

Varsity Basketball players lined up with their parents at Senior Night.

Senior John Averette was escorted by father Curtis
Averette and mother Angie Averette.

Senior Bonnie Evans
gives a heartwarming
hug to her beloved
coach, Sandy Ross.

VARSITY MEN’S BASKETBALL
KVA Varsity men’s basketball had a perfect regular season as they went 21-0 not losing a
single game and showing dominance and poise over all of their opponents. Leading the
Spartans this year were senior guards Michael Bowers and Andreas Wilson who averaged
17 and 20 points per game respectively. The Spartans also received great production from
senior Wil Short and juniors Timothy Pettiford and Thomas Miles. Each brought great rebounding and scoring presence to the team. The Spartans finished off conference play winning the conference tournament. Senior Wil Short and Junior Thomas Miles were both honored as All-Conference Honorable Mention. Seniors Michael Bowers and Junior Timothy
Pettiford received CIC All Conference and senior Andreas Wilson was named the CIC Conference player of the year. The Spartans look to continue their run in the state tournament.
Rafael Negron
Sports Editor

VARSITY WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Lady Spartans finished a great season with a 17-7 record. The team finished
2nd in the conference during the regular season and made it to the semifinals in the
conference tournament. Junior Emma Hogge and senior Becca Johnson were
awarded All-Conference Honorable Mention, junior Ashley Dickerson was awarded
All-Conference, and senior Bonnie Evans tied for All-Conference Player of the Year.
The team was able to make it to the second
round of the state tournament. The Lady
Spartans will only lose two seniors this
year. We look forward to seeing what the
team can accomplish next season.

Becca Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

JV WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Kerr-Vance Academy JV Girls’ Basketball team has had a stellar season. The
girls placed second in the 2018 CIC Conference Tournament and finished the season winning 10-4 overall and 6-1 for conference play. The leading scorers for the
Lady Spartans were Kaitlyn Jones and Katelyn Balentine. Congratulations to the JV
Girls’ on their great season!
Savannah Barnes
Art and Layout Editor

JV BOYS’ BASKETBALL
KVA JV Boys’ Basketball had a fun year of basketball as they had a record of 514. The boys fought every game this year and were led in the process by sophomore Andrew Hight and freshman RJ Johnson. The team, as a whole, had a good
time playing games in the regular season but had a first round exit in the conference
tournament to Epiphany.
Rafael Negro
Sports Editor

MS BOYS’ BASKETBALL
The season has ended for the Kerr-Vance Academy Middle School Boys’ Basketball
Team. They played hard, and ended the season with an overall record of 8-6 and a 4
-3 conference record. The leading scorer was Joseph Knott, while Beau Burnette led
the team with the most steals. The team went to the semifinals of the Conference
Tournament where they were sadly defeated by top seeded Epiphany. Congrats to
the Middle School Boys Basketball team for their hard work and dedication to the
game!
Savannah Barnes
Art and Layout Editor

SPARTANETTES/CHEERLEADERS
On Tuesday, February 6th, the Cheerleading Squad held it’s Annual Spartanette performance. Each year, girl’s from Pre-K to 6th grade get the chance to learn cheers and
dances from the KVA Varsity Cheerleaders. The Spartanettes then get to cheer at
halftime for a varsity girls’ and boys’ basketball game. The Spartanettes performed three
cheers, a short dance, and helped the varsity cheerleaders do the tunnel for the varsity
girls and later for the varsity boys to enter the gym. It is always a fun experience for both
the Lower School students and the Cheerleaders!!
Alexis Reese
Special Sections Editor

Upcoming Events
February 2018
Tuesday, Feb. 6th - Mid—3rd Quarter Closes
Monday, Feb. 19th and Tuesday, Feb. 20th - Winter Break No
School

March 2018
Thursday, March 1st - Spring Sports Pictures
Wednesday, March 7 - Blood Drive
Tuesday, March 13th - 3rd Quarter Closes
Saturday, March 24 - Jr./Sr. Prom at HCC

Friday, March 30th - Good Friday (No School)

April 2018
Monday to Friday, April 2nd to 6th - Spring Break
Monday to Friday, April 16th to 20th - Testing
Tuesday, April 24th - Mid 4th Quarter Closes

Friday, April 27th - May Day

Kerr-Vance Academy Day Care

Kerr-Vance Academy is proud to offer licensed daycare programs for 2 and 3 year
old, children. The daycare is located in the primary center building on our campus.
Lead teachers, along with their assistants, help your child in his/her development
of social skills through age appropriate play as well as instruction.

A typical day for your child will include:
Two snacks
A well balanced lunch
Nap time
A visit to a special class such as computer lab, music, the library, or Spanish.
Playtime with age appropriate toys in the classroom and on the fenced in playground accessible from their classroom.
 Lessons in colors, shapes, calendar principles, letters and numbers.






The daycare is open from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm and is available year round.
If you or anyone you know is in need of an outstanding,
safe, nurturing and educational day care please tell them
about KVA. Anyone interested in more information about
the Day Care should call the KVA office at 252-492-0018 or
email admissions@kerrvance.com.

