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Focus on College and Career Readiness:
Advancement Via Individual Determination in HISD
schools they have attended. Students are
encouraged to ask their teachers and others
about their continuing education experiences
and seek their advice and help in pursuing their
college and career plans.
2016-2017 is the first school year that many
students, staff members, and parents have been
introduced to the AVID program, which stands
for Advancement Via Individual Determination.
The AVID program in Hallettsville ISD is made
possible through a generous grant from the
Dickson-Allen Foundation.
Pictured above are some of the HHS seniors who have
already been accepted into colleges, universities, and
trade schools. See their acceptance letters posted in the
main hallway of HHS.

HES students pictured below point to college,
university, and military flags in their main hallway.

As the students of Hallettsville ISD walk the halls
and look to their teachers for guidance in their
educational journeys, they now have many options
to consider while making their college and career
choices.
On each campus in the district, college and military
flags are prominently displayed in the hallways, and
bulletin boards provide information about higher
education, military service, and trade school
programs.
Teachers and staff members who have continued
their educations beyond high school have a poster
near their classrooms or workspaces that list the
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Mrs. Beverly Jansky is the HHS AVID class
teacher and has had an opportunity to work
with all grade levels at high school during this
first year of implementation.
Criteria to get into an AVID class includes, but
is not limited to:
ü First generation going to college
ü GPA of 2.0-3.4
ü Desire to go to college

Pictured from left are Jayla Hartwell, Maria
Martinez, and Katie Steinhauer.

Several students from the AVID class recently
made presentations at a Hallettsville Rotary
Club meeting and for their parents at an AVID
dinner where students shared the positive
impact that AVID has had on their grades,
college and career readiness, and
organizational skills.
During the summer of 2016, several teacher
leaders and administrators attended an AVID
summer institute where they learned strategies
for implementing the AVID program.

Students in the AVID class have an
opportunity to prepare for the rigors of
college. Some of their class activities include:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Writing essays
Public speaking
Group collaboration
Organization skills
Study skills
Cornell notes

Students enrolled in the AVID classes will
also take field trips to colleges and universities
during their 2nd semester.
Pictured above is Hallettsville Junior High
Library aide Lisa DeLeon with her “Ask me
about…” higher education poster. Mrs. DeLeon
graduated from the University of Houston in
Victoria on December 10, 2016, and she is
planning to start her masters degree in January via
the Texas Woman's University's online library
science program.

Mrs. Jansky commented, “AVID classes can
become like family at school. We hope that
more students will be interested in joining the
program next year, and we are looking into
expanding to other campuses.”
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HES Brahma Pride
It’s that time of the year where the
leaves start to change colors and
cooler temperatures appear from out
of nowhere. This indicates that
school is well underway and the
holidays are just around the corner.
Speaking of that, the elementary
school has been very busy this fall
with field trips and events. Some of
the field trips students participated in
were Rocky Creek Corn Maze,
Kountry Bakery, and the Dinosaur
Park to name a few. Students also
participated in a number of events
which included Ag Day, Jump Rope
for Heart, Little Caesars’ fundraiser,
Fire Prevention Day, a book fair,
and an author visit.
The new campus has been amazing
this year with larger classrooms, a
state-of-the-art computer lab, an
expanded library, new
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administration office, and all the
security safeguards to provide a safe
environment for learning.
With all the activities in and around the
campus, one thing will remain the
same: our desire to provide a safe
learning environment for your child.
HES is committed to fostering an
atmosphere that promotes a learning
community characterized by student
centered instruction and decisions,
academic excellence, trust, respect,
community involvement, and excellent
communication. I feel honored to have
worked with your child and will
continue to create a nurturing but
challenging environment of learning.
Jason Harris,
HES Principal

HJHS Yearlings
The 2016-2017 school year is
underway, and the HJHS staff and
students are ready to make this an
outstanding year of academic and
athletic success!
HJHS students are putting their efforts
into improving student character, test
scores, and overall interest in learning.
Fall sports for the yearlings have been
extremely successful, and we look
forward to continuing that success
throughout the basketball season and
other spring sports. Academic UIL
competition was held in December.
Students also participated in fall
educational field trips, and guest
speakers were invited to campus to
share their knowledge.
Many changes have been made during
the summer and first semester of this
school year to ensure that HJHS
students attend a safe school. Fencing
on the playground, extra security
cameras and lights on campus, and

access controlled doors at the main entrance
have been installed to provide a safe
environment for all students and staff.
In order to ensure that all students are
successful, tutoring is available MondayThursday from 3:30 – 4:00 p.m., and students
are encouraged to attend as needed. Contact
your child’s teacher for more information.
Parents are also encouraged to monitor their
children’s grades at all times through the
family access program. Students and parents
are also invited to subscribe to teacher class
pages through the campus webpage as well as
“friend” us on Facebook. Subscribing will
enable interested persons an opportunity to
find out about important upcoming
assignments or projects as well as school
events.
HJHS staff is looking forward to working
closely with students and parents to ensure
that every opportunity for learning is used to
promote success.
Sophie Teltschik, HJHS Principal
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HHS Brahmas

The 2016-2017 school year at Hallettsville High
School will bring continual moments of high
achievement and excellence. For the second
consecutive year, our students and faculty will focus
on four concepts of a winner. These concepts are
integrity, ownership, respect, and duty. They will
serve as the cornerstone of our success.
Teachers at HHS create lessons that engage and
empower students in the learning process. Active
and connective learning engulfs our campus each day
as we strive to inspire students to inquire beyond the
normal scope of the material. Furthermore, we strive
daily to have a positive, progressive, and safe culture
at HHS.
Our extra-curricular activities are in full force with
fall sports, clubs, organizations, and service groups
continuing a rich tradition of success. It is through
fine arts, sports, spirit groups, and other student
organizations that our students have an opportunity
to represent our school and community and plant the
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flag for excellence. Through these experiences, our
students develop and demonstrate skills that form
them to be leaders of the future.
At HHS we understand that excellence in schools
requires a partnership with our community. We
encourage parent volunteers and quality
relationships with the businesses of the Hallettsville
area. Furthermore, we are encouraging schoolcommunity relations including an emphasis on clear
communication with parents and all stakeholders.
We understand that parents’ most prized possession
is their children, and the communication process
between teachers, administrators, and parents is vital
to student success.
We are excited about the tradition of excellence our
campus will uphold this school year. Go Brahams!
Darrin Bickham,
HHS Principal

Brahma
Athletics
The HB/LB program continues to work hard
towards carrying on a tradition of much success.
The athletes and coaches are continually looking for
ways to improve the various sports we have to offer.
It is always a pleasure to watch our young athletes
grow and mature into fine young adults that
graduate with ultimate life skills learned through
competition. The coaches strive to build character
traits that will carry over into the future lives of our
athletes in a productive manner. The athletes that
find success while in our program have learned that
most achievements in life must be earned and not
given to them. Whether it be fighting for their teams
or studying for a test in the classroom, we are proud
of what the HB/LB program stands for.
Each Fall, we offer our athletes cross-country,
volleyball, and basketball for the girls. While at the
same time, the boys compete in cross-country,
football, and basketball. The cross-country teams
had larger numbers this year and competed in
numerous meets in the area, as well as district
competition. One of our girls made it to regional
competition. The volleyball teams fought well all

season with an elite district. Our varsity did not
make it to the playoffs, but we are looking forward
to next year since numerous girls will be returning
with valuable experience. And the football teams
were successful from top to bottom. We enjoyed our
sixth year of deep playoff runs on the varsity. Our
community support from the parents and fans of the
HB/LB program continues to be second-to-none.
As many already know, our football stadium
received a facelift this past year. The players, band,
and community members have been able to enjoy an
“all-weather” track as well as new synthetic field
turf. This renovation has had a huge impact on our
community as our players not only have a safer field
to compete on, but other towns are showing interest
in using our field for playoff purposes.
The outlook is promising for the athletic program,
and we look forward to a great 2017 season as well.
Tommy Psencik,
Athletic Director
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Curriculum Corner
We are excited about our focus on
engaging students in learning and using
strategies that make learning last.
We started the 2016-2017 school year
with a nationally recognized guest
speaker--Larry Bell, who is renowned for
his proven strategies to increase student
achievement. Mr. Bell spoke to teachers
from Hallettsville ISD and Sacred Heart
Catholic School on “The Power of a
Teacher” to make a difference in the lives
of all students through engagement and
exposure to high levels of academic
learning, including his “Twelve Powerful
Words.” Teachers at HISD have been
implementing his strategies and
encouraging the use of the powerful
words every day through classes,
announcements, and posters in the
hallways of the schools. We are thankful
to the Dickson-Allen Foundation for
providing the funds to host such a
prominent speaker at HISD.
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In addition to our keynote speaker, we held
our HISD mini-conference led by teachers,
instructional technologists, and
administrators from all three campuses
during in-service week. Teachers had the
opportunity to attend different sessions
focused on district-wide programs and
initiatives, including cyber security, Autism
awareness, Special Education obligations,
Dyslexia and 504 awareness, and various
technology tools and resources.
We will continue with more professional
learning the rest of the school year through
alignment meetings and professional
development days as we strive to help
students reach a high level of learning in all
subject areas and grade levels.
Dr. Mandy Bucek,
HISD Curriculum Director

Tech Talk
We are off to a great start this school
year! The HISD technology department
has been working tirelessly to ensure that
all technology needs are met as quickly
and efficiently as possible. Each campus
is enjoying an enriched technology
environment.
At Hallettsville High School, Tucker
Smolik and Reed Herrington are working
hard to prepare their Robotics Club
students for competition at TCEA in
February. They utilize the Lego
Mindstorms Program to complete
complex build challenges and at the
Elementary robotics is being offered for
the first time to some very excited fourth
grade students.
In both the High School and Elementary,
parents, students, and staff can take
advantage of streaming content on
televisions placed in strategic areas. This
content includes student work, student
pictures, character building, motivational
material, weekly news, student awards,
and birthdays.

Students on every campus have access
to mutiple types of devices. The
Junior High started this year with an
updated touchscreen classroom and a
new cart of pc laptops. The
Elementary has access to two labs, an
Apple MacBook Lab and a
touchscreen Microsoft Windows Lab,
allowing students to explore and learn
different platforms.
The High School is very excited to
offer a new elective - Computer
Science taught by High School
Instructional Technologist Carla
Jones. These students are working
with applications like Alice,
Greenfoot, and Code.org to learn
programming, and they recently
finished their first Smartphone App
building project.
It’s turning out to be a very exciting
year at HISD!
HISD Technology Department
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HALLETTSVILLE ISD EDUCATION FOUNDATION
MISSION STATEMENT
Hallettsville ISD Education Foundation’s mission is to provide opportunities for excellence in education,
promote innovation in teaching, and partner with the community to enhance the quality of education for
all students.

Foundation Goals
The Hallettsville ISD Education Foundation
will achieve its mission by directing resources
toward the following goals:
•
•
•

Enhance and enrich educational
opportunities for students
Support staff for innovative efforts and
recognize staff for exemplary teaching
Involve the community in assuring a quality
education for the leaders and workers of
tomorrow

HISD EDUCATION FOUNDATION
BOARD MEMBERS
Rev. Herb Beyer, President
Tracy Swoboda, Secretary
Glenda Svetlik, VP Finance & Governance
Jeremy Gutierrez, VP Development
Brian Smith, VP Marketing & Events
Christine Brown, VP Programs
Darrell Herring
Lamarr Davenport
Doris Herring
Lace Felcman
Paul Sklar
LaShonda Adams
HHS Bell Awards
Nettie Mertz
Ceremony
Diane Pruett
Michelle Drozd
Contact Darrin Bickham
Marna Klimitchek
for
more information at
Tramer Woytek
361-798-2242.
Chris Ranly
Jo Ann Bludau

Fall 2016 Innovative Teaching Grants
Elementary
Grant
Recipient:
Lori Dodd for
the creation of
book clubs to
encourage 3rd
and 4th grade
readers
Junior High
Grant Recipients:
Angela Tullos and
Marisa Maes for
Innovative Math
Concepts to help
with TEKS

Save the Date:
April 2, 2017

You may contact hisdef@gmail.com or Pastor Herb Beyer at
361-798-0155 if you are interested in contributing to the
foundation fund. Contributions may also be mailed to the
HISD Education Foundation at P.O. Box 368, Hallettsville,
TX 77964. All contributions to the Foundation are tax
deductible.

Visit our Hallettsville ISD Education
Foundation FACEBOOK page and the
Foundation website at www.hisdef.org for
news and updates.

High School Grant
Recipients:
Cindy Rother:
Creative and
Historical Costuming
Renee Phillips:
Creative support and
resources for STEM
activities in the library

PROGRAMS/FUNDING
PRIORITIES
•
•
•

Innovative Teaching Grants
Recognition of Academic Achievement
Recognition of Teaching Excellence

