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Teacher Spotlight: Lori Salinsky
Hello! I’m Lori Salinsky, and I teach Writing Workshop, a new class for all 9th grade
students. While this is my first year at Tenor, I am a veteran teacher, having taught in
MPS for nine years and at a public charter school for eleven years. I am thrilled to be
part of the excellent team at Tenor High School!
In Writing Workshop we work to build on the skills our freshmen come in with and
improve skills to ensure continued growth and success as writers through high school,
college, and beyond.

UPCOMING EVENTS

We started the semester by reading Sean Covey’s 7 Habits of HIghly Effective Teens. Because the
freshmen come from a number of different middle schools, this was a great starting point for us, and
hopefully students will continue to use these valuable habits.

Letter from the Principal

Dec. 22-Jan. 2

Tyson Tlachac

Winter Break
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This semester, students have written poetry, letters, essays, six-word memoirs, interview questions, and
biographies in Writing Workshop. In the coming weeks, one of my classes will be participating in a pen-pal
program with residents of Ovation Jewish Home.

Jan. 3
School Resumes
Jan. 15
MLK Day-No School
Jan. 17 & 18
Exams
Jan. 19
Records Day-No
School
Feb. 9
First Semester Awards
Ceremony
Feb. 19
Presidents Day-No
School

It is hard to believe the school year is almost half over! The students and staff at Tenor High
School have been working on many wonderful things in and out of the classroom. One
great opportunity we have added to our curriculum this year is the ability for students to take
an MATC math class at Tenor during their junior year. For those students who took Algebra II
as a sophomore, they have had the opportunity to take a math class at Tenor taught by an
MATC math instructor. This class will not only allow them to earn high school credit, but will
also allow them to earn seven college credits as well.
Another remarkable program we have added at Tenor this year is TEALS (Technology
Education and Literacy in School). This program, which was created by Microsoft, allows us
to partner with computer programmers throughout the city who volunteer to come into our
school and teach students about computer programming. Everyday two computer
programmers from different businesses come in and teach our first hour class about
computer programming. The class is very hands-on and project-based and the students
have enjoyed working with our partner teachers.
Outside of the classroom our students have been doing amazing things as well. A few weeks
ago our student council sponsored a bake sale and raised $250 that was used to purchase
hats, gloves and scarves. These items will be donated to Windlake Elementary and Windlake
Academy to provide students with warm weather gear that they may not be able to afford.
Lastly, our service club has gone on two trips to St. Benedict the Moor to serve meals to the
poor and homeless. Each time they have gone we have had a van full of students willing to
volunteer.
In addition, on November 11th, admissions counselors from UWM were at Tenor for on-site
admissions interviews and eleven seniors were accepted to UWM!
The staff and students at Tenor are having a great year. They are really pulling together to
provide amazing opportunities for our students in the building, as well as helping those
outside the building which is what we are always looking for in a school community.

A great place to learn
Tenor High School is program of Seeds of Health, Inc.

In addition to teaching at Tenor, I enjoy doing community service. This semester I have taken small groups
of students to serve dinner to guests at St. Benedict the Moor. Our students have done an excellent job
serving, cleaning and interacting with the guests, and I look forward to continuing to see Tenor students
giving back to the community.

Tenor students volunteered as floor servers
at St. Benedict the Moor included Shayla
Knighten,

Jeremiah

Cunningham,

Kahlilyah Carter, Gerardo Gallegas, Jana
Aljalous, Yamaris Zapata, Matt Aljets and
Analyse Littlebull. Your volunteer spirit, hard
work

and

appreciated.

enthusiasm

were

greatly
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K-12 system of schools offering innovative
options to meet the needs of students. It
includes
Seeds
of
Health Elementary,
Grandview High School, MC2 High School,
Tenor High School, and Veritas High School.

Teacher Spotlight: Kristen Suiter
We are quickly approaching the middle of the school year, can you believe
it? Nearing the middle of the year means we are close to midterm exams. For all
my classes, midterm exams will be cumulative, meaning they will cover everything
that we had learned in the first semester. Students often feel a bit of stress with
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these tests, not unlike the stress that they will feel in their senior year of high school
as college students while at MATC. However, students should not fret too much, as
we will be spending a great deal of time reviewing in class preparing for the
midterm test.

Luckily students get to make a cheat sheet to reference on the midterm!
Former Milwaukee State Representative Mandela Barnes

We are still a few weeks out from having to really worry about midterms.

For now, students are

visited Alex’s Street Law Class.

occupied with regular coursework. Geometry classes are beginning their last section of the semester,
congruent triangles. This unit will lead nicely into congruent polygons, similar triangles/polygons, and
right triangle trigonometry (my favorite unit) next semester.

Algebra 2 and Intro to Algebra 2 (an

Algebra 2 course with a section of Algebra 1 review at the beginning of the semester ) are completing
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840 North Jackson Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

their last units for the semester.
Along with keeping busy completing normal coursework, all students have been engaged in ACT
prep. New this year, we are offering ACT prep integrated in the classroom every Wednesday. Junior
math classes have been learning new techniques, such as the “plugging in” and “plugging in the
answer” strategies, and reviewing basic math skills to help them on the somewhat daunting math
section of the ACT. Sophomore classes have been completing an Early Edge program, which, along
with the ACT prep course, is offered through the Princeton Review. So on Wednesdays we have been
reviewing very basic math skills such as percents, fractions, equations, etc., and most importantly that
oh so tricky vocabulary. All of the students have been working really hard during Wednesday ACT
prep in the hopes that their ACT scores will improve, giving them better opportunities at MATC and
beyond.

Tenor High School...Ranked the #2 Public High School in the City of Milwaukee*
*based on the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction State Report Cards for 2013-2014

Teacher Spotlight: Alex Funk
Tenor’s Street Law team is on path to having another successful year. So far this
year, they have learned about the ins and outs of the United States’ judiciary system
with the help of their Marquette Law student, Aliya Manjee, and are currently
working on a public speaking project in which they will have to completely
memorize and perform a short skit. We have also had some incredible guest
speakers who have helped lend their years of experience and wisdom to our
students. Students have had the chance to meet and speak with Atty. Khatija
Choudry who informed them about the intricacies of eviction and housing law in Milwaukee. They also
enjoyed hearing from Sgt. Glenn Berrios-Schroeder who educated them on the day-to-day challenge
of being a police officer in the City of Milwaukee. We were also lucky enough to have former
Milwaukee State Representative Mandela Barnes talk with our students about the tough task of being
an elected official. As we wind down the first semester, Street Law is waiting eagerly for the opportunity
to defend their championship in the 2018 Milwaukee Street Law competition in the spring.
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