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Due to Thanksgiving 

Holidays, the 

December/January issue of 

the Eagleôs Nest will be not 

available  until December 5.  

Vic Hill, MCSS Interim Superintendent 

For the Fourth Consecutive Year,  All Mitchell County 

Schools Exceed AYP Requirements! 
By:  Christy Wray, Curriculum Director 

According to the originally released data from Georgiaôs 2011 AYP reports, only 31 of the stateôs           

179 school systems had 100% of their schools make AYP.  The Mitchell County School System is proud 

to be a part of the 17.3% of schools systems with this outstanding distinction.  Also, it is important to 

mention that only 30% of the high schools in Georgia made AYP, with Mitchell County High School 

being one of them!  This achievement would not have been possible without the diligent efforts of our 

dedicated stakeholders:  students, teachers, staff, parents, and administrators.  Everyone working together 

toward the goal of student achievement is evident everywhere you look.  In classrooms all across the 

system, students are engaged in learning, excelling in standards-based classrooms, incorporating 

technology into their daily lessons, and meeting/exceeding standards at a higher rate based on state and 

national comparisons. Academic rigor and achievement have increased due to the focus of the 

administrative staff on assessing studentsô and teachersô needs and addressing those needs with the use of 

research-based best practices.   Continued on page 2... 

South Mitchell County Elementary School Welcomes 

Representative Jay Powell for  

Georgia Pre-K Week  
It is not very common for a busy elected official to sit alongside  groups 

of 4-year-olds. Nor does it happen every day that scores of legislators 

around Georgia did the same thing in Pre-K classrooms in their 

districts  to show support for early education and join the statewide 

celebration during the week of October 3-7.  ñWe are so honored  that 

Representative Powell is taking time away from his demanding schedule 

to spend time with us,ò said Vicki Jackson Principal of SMCES. ñWe 

were excited to show him how revenue from the stateôs lottery is being 

put to such important use in helping 4-year-olds from Camilla get the 

skills they need in language, literacy, and so many other areas that are 

critical to helping them succeed in school. While visiting South Mitchell County Elementary 

School, Representative Powell participated in a reading activity with the children, took a tour of the 

facility, and talked with the staff.  

MCHS 2011 Homecoming Queen 

Tymbryanna White 
On October 22, during  halftime, Miss Tymbryanna White  was crowned MCHS 2011 

Homecoming Queen.  Tymbryanna is the daughter of Sonya and Shaft Martin. 

Tymbryanna was escorted by her godmother, Miss Jackie Frazier. Tymbryanna is an 

active member of HOSA (Health Occupations Students of 

America). After graduation, Tymbryanna plans to attend 

Armstrong Atlantic in Savannah, Georgia and study to 

become a registered nurse. After she obtains her nursing degree, Tymbryanna 

later intends to further her education and become an anesthesiologist assistant or 

pediatric nurse while working on her PhD.  Miss White said, ñI would like to 

say thank you to everyone for their support.  I am honored to have been selected.  

I am looking forward to representing our school to the best of my ability.  I was 

very anxious on the night of homecoming and was scared when it came time to 

hear the final results.  When I heard my name, I was ecstatic.  I want to be a 

positive role model for all students in the Mitchell County School System.  

Again, thank you for making a dream become possible.ò Continued on page 14 é.. 

65-Mile-High-Cotton 

Yard Sale  
On  November 12, 2011 

From  

Camilla to Fort Gaines 
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The Eagleõs Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS). 

All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school media specialist by the 15th of each month. 
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us 

Produced by:  Ruth Lee,  Eagle News Coordinator    e-mail:   Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us 

Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, 

national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.  

 

Interim Superintendent:  Vic Hill  MCSS Board Chair:  Norma Gilpatrick MCSS Board Vice-Chair:  Barbara Reddick 

Schools:   

South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)  North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)    Mitchell Middle (MCMS)   Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)   

   Vicki-Hicks Jackson, Principal       Jacquelyn White, Principal  Patricia English, Principal    Robert Adams, Principal  

 

Parents, if you do not wish for your childõs picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.  
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All Mitchell County Schools Exceed AYP Requirements! Continued é.. 
Taking a look back to where we have been and where we are going is important to continue to make progress.  In 2005, the dropout rate for Grades 9-12 was 8%, 

post-secondary enrollment was 26.2%, and the high school graduation rate was 54.4%.  By 2011, the dropout rate had decreased significantly from 8% to about 
2%, the post-secondary enrollment had increased to approximately 75%, and the high school graduation rate increased from 54.4% to 92.4%.   

 

As a result of the progress made, the Mitchell County School System has been recognized at both the state and national level on many occasions. The Mitchell 
County School System achieved full SACS-CASI Accreditation in 2009.  There were only 63 school districts in the United States to receive the system-wide 

SACS-CASI Accreditation.  In 2008, State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox officially named Georgiaôs four Title I Distinguished Districts and National 

Title I Distinguished Schools at the State Board of Education meeting, with Mitchell County School System receiving the award for most Distinguished Small 
District in Georgia.  South Mitchell County Elementary School received the award for Distinguished Title I School for 13 consecutive years in AYP.  North 

Mitchell County Elementary School had 92% of their students earn meet/exceed scores on the Reading/ELA CRCT.  Mitchell County Middle School was one of 

17 schools honored in Atlanta by the State Board of Education and State Superintendent.  The Middle School was recently recognized by the GASSP with the 
ñBreakthrough Schoolsò Award, the highest honor a middle school can earn through the GASSP organization.  MCMS was also recognized as a GLISI Success 

Case in 2010 because of the dramatic improvements made since 2005, from a Needs Improvement-8 status to meeting AYP for the past four consecutive years. 

Mitchell County High School was chosen from about 18,000 schools by U.S. News & World Report as a national Bronze Medal school in 2008 and 2009.  
MCHSôs Freshman Academy also received the National Magna Award Grant in 2011 from the National School Board Association for the tremendous gains 

achieved by the students since 2005.   

   
Issues pertaining to our high poverty rate and 95% Economically Disadvantaged enrollment were not used as excuses to fail but as opportunities to find ways to 

succeed.  The truly inspiring fact is that many of our graduates, who had previously only dreamed of graduating high school and going on to college, are now 

attending universities all across the country.  This all became possible because the Mitchell County School System is meeting and exceeding our goal of 
ñBridging the Gapò and accepted the challenge to help all students succeed. 

  

Q :  How do schools or school districts make AYP? To make AYP, each school and district must meet the following criteria:  

¶ 95% Participation: Each school, as a whole, and all student groups with at least 40 members must have a participation rate of 95% or above on selected state 

assessments in Reading/English Language Arts and Mathematics.  

¶ Annual Measurable Objectives: Each school, as a whole, and each student group meeting the minimum group size must meet or exceed the State's Annual 

Measurable Objectives (AMO) regarding the percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced on State assessments in Reading/English Language Arts 

and Mathematics. For AMO, the minimum group size is 40 or 10% of the students enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is greater (with a 75 student cap).  

¶ Second Indicator: Each school must meet the standard or show progress on a Second Indicator. For Second Indicator, the minimum group size is 40 or 10% 

of the students enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is greater (with a 75 student cap).  

¶ In defining AYP, each state sets the minimum levels of improvement, based on student performance on state standardized tests, that school districts and 

schools must achieve within time frames specified in law in order to meet the 100% proficiency goal. These levels of improvement are known as Annual 

Measurable Objectives (AMO) to ensure that all student groups, schools, school districts, and the State as a whole reach this goal by 2013-2014.  
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SMCES AR Class Winners! 
Congratulations to the top AR classes at South Mitchell Elementary 

School!  This year classes in each grade level are competing for the 

most AR points each nine weeks.  The class must have an overall 

average of 80% to qualify.  The winning classes in each grade level 

received an AR trophy to keep in the classroom until the next nine 

weeks, and their class pictures are displayed in the hall on the ñAR 

Wall of Fame.ò  For this nine weeks the top classes were Mrs.  S. 

Meredithôs fifth grade class, Mrs. S. Thomasô fourth grade class, Mrs. 

J. Etheridgeôs third grade class, Mrs. P. Jacksonôs second grade class, 

and Mrs.  C. Quimbleyôs first grade class.  Again, congratulations for 

a job well done and keep on reading! 

FCCLA  Member Competes in  

Chili Cook-off at Perry Fair  
Allexus Hollingsworth, an eleventh grader, competed in the FCCLA (Family, Careers and 

Community Leaders of America) Chili Cook-off at the Perry Fair on October 11, 2011. 

This is an annual competition sponsored by the Perry Fair and FCCLA.  Approximately       

20 students from other schools participated. The culinary arts department also competed in 

the Camilla Chamberôs Chili & Chills on October 25, 2011.  

 

Left:  Culinary Arts Teacher Lillibel Wingate with Allexus Hollingsworth 

NMCES Health Class Learn About Time Management  
The fourth-grade health classes at NMCES learned that just about 

everything we do in a given day can be classified into screen time 

(playing video games, internet browsing, watching TV), active time 

(physical education, recess, exercising), school time (class time, 

homework), and down time (reading, relaxing, sleeping).  To help 

the students become more familiar with the above terms, they read 

narratives of a normal childôs day and classified each of their 

activities into one of the four categories.  Students constructed bar 

graphs to depict how much time each of the students spent on the 

four time categories.   It was concluded that screen time was least important and takes time away from 

physical activity.  The students learned that just as it is important to balance diet and physical activity, it is equally important to have a healthy 

balance in how their time is spent daily.   

Hazel Wilson and Reynolds Davidson 
complete their bar graph 

Christopher Powell, Caleb Aldavera, 
and AuDarrious Perry  

1st grade 

2nd grade 

3rd grade 

4th grade 5th grade 


