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UME Prep’s Inaugural Sophomore-Junior PROM

An Evening Under the Stars, An Evening to Remember!
Enormous THANKS to CELESTE PULIS, LEAH JEFFRIES, KRISTI COLEMAN, and all of the parents, staff, and scholars who pulled off UME Prep’s Inaugural PROM! It was a smashing success
and will definitely be known as
the NIGHT OF THE YEAR!
“It was so much fun! My night
was incredible!” - Caitlyn
“I danced harder than I ever
have before! It was the night of
my year! I will never forget the
incredible time I had.”
- Michael
“I had a good time with my
friends dancing the night
away.” - 11th Grader
“The UME Eagles knocked the
house down.” - Sarah
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UME Prep’s Inaugural Golf Tournament:
YOU Made it Happen!
We cannot say THANK YOU enough to ALL of the incredible folks who made UME Prep’s
very first Golf Tournament Fundraiser a success! We are so appreciative of all of the UME
Prep families who participated or volunteered, as well as the following families and businesses that sponsored holes:

Bret and Karen
Schuch
Fabian.Ramirez.com
Speaker for School
Assemblies and
Conferences

Michelle Barker

Jeff Baldwin

enigmabookseries.com
Breakfield and Burkey
Other Golf Tournament Supporters:
Spring Creek BBQ, Chick-fil-A, Pruitt Building Services, Inc.,
Drew Grace Family, Texas Heritage Cabins/Granbury Log Cabins, and Jamberry Consultant Rachel Vecera

CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of the
Grade Level Pizza Party and Dunking Booth
Competition. Grade level teams who reached
the $300 giving level have won a pizza party to
be held MAY 19th during their lunch period!
Here are the final results:
7th grade: $1500 - GRAND PRIZE WINNER of PIZZA PARTY and FREE
dunking booth tickets (more info on dunking booth coming soon!)
2nd Grade: $570 - PIZZA PARTY WINNER
11th Grade: $500 - PIZZA PARTY WINNER
6th Grade: $350 - PIZZA PARTY WINNER
3rd Grade: $320 - PIZZA PARTY WINNER

UPCOMING MAY & JUNE EVENTS
May Dates:
3
PAC Meeting, 6:30-8:30pm
6
Ring of Honor Presentation, 8:30-9:30am
6
Athletic Banquet (7th-11th Grade) 6:30-8:30pm
13
Academic Awards (7th-11th Grade), 6-9pm
14
Art Gallery, 12:00-6:00pm
16-20 Teacher Appreciation Week
16
K-4th Music Concert/Academic Awards, 6:30-8pm
17
Board Meeting 6:00-8:00pm
20
Field Day for Students (More info to come)
20
UME Uniform Resale DROP OFF Only
20
5th-6th Music Concert/Academic Awards, 6:30-8pm
24-27 Final Exams
26
End of Year of Parties (1st - 4th) During PE
27
End of Year of Parties (5th - 8th) During PE
27
End of Year Parties (9th - 11th) 6:30 - 11pm
27
Last Day of Classes
28
UIL Texas State Solo and Ensemble Contest

June Dates:
8
Summer School In Service
9
Summer School Begins
21-22 STAAR Testing
29
Summer School Ends

Karate, 2-4pm: May 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 19
6th Grade Guitar Lessons, 2:10-3pm: May 5, 12

FREE SPIRIT DAYS FOR ATTENDANCE—MAY
Free Spirit Days for Attendance: UME Prep scholars had a 96.00% attendance rate for the month of
April. When UME Prep students maintain a 97% or higher attendance rate in all grade levels for a four week
period, they will be allowed Free Spirit days for a week in May. Although we were very close, we did not meet
the 97% for free dress days during the month of April. However, UME scholars can still look forward to Friday
Spirit Wear days each Friday in May. Scholars can also purchase FREE DRESS FRIDAYS from the Junior
Class Fundraiser.
K- 11th

Friday Spirit Wear Days
Students may wear jeans; any Academy approved uniform shirt or spirit wear. (9th-11th may additionally
wear college apparel)

Day(s)
Every
Friday in
May

MAY, 2016
STAAR TEST
Algebra I
Biology
US History
Math
Math (Retest)
Reading
Reading (Retest)
4
Science
Social Studies

Tues, May 3 Wed, May 4
8th & 9th
9th & 10th

Thu, May 5

Mon, May 9 Tues, May 10 Wed, May 11 Thu, May 12

11th
3rd-4th & 6th
-7th
5th & 8th
3rd-4th & 6th
-7th
5th & 8th
5th & 8th
8th

FACULTY
SPOTLIGHT

Some Reasons
We Love

Elizabeth Shafer
Director of Curriculum &
Instruction

Mrs. Shafer

Tell about your family:
My husband, Edwin, is the IT Director at
UME Prep; he is also the Director of
Security here. We met at church when
we were kids, and we were married on
November 18, 1989!
Hobbies outside school:
Honestly, my number one hobby has
always been anything relating to school! For years, I loved finding ideas
and activities for my classroom. Now, I really enjoy finding things to
help our teachers at UME; I am kind of a Pinterest freak! In addition, I
enjoy spending time with friends, traveling, shopping, knitting and crocheting, reading, and watching my favorite sports teams: the Dallas
Cowboys, the Texas Rangers, and the Georgia Bulldogs.
Why did you become an educator?
I remember “teaching” my stuffed animals and dolls when I was about
four years old. When it came time for me to go to Kindergarten, I was so
excited. I just KNEW that I wanted to be a teacher. God truly planted
that seed in my heart at a very early age…and it was all that I ever wanted to do!
How long have you been at UME Prep?
Edwin and I started here at the beginning of the school’s opening year. I
taught 4th grade ELA that first year, then taught 4th and 5th grade writing
the next year. After that, I was given the opportunity to work with our
teachers as Director of Elementary Curriculum and Instruction. I love
being able to help support and encourage our teachers. I truly believe I
have the best job in the world!
Do you have a role model?
I have been blessed with so many wonderful people in my personal life,
and I am continually learning from them. My educational role model is
my fifth grade teacher, Alma Breslin. She expected so much of us, but
she believed in us, encouraged us, and loved us unconditionally. I wanted to be just like her!
What do you hope students gain from their education at UME
Prep?
I believe that our school is so special. Our teachers truly care about every single scholar. We have wonderfully supportive parents who are always willing to help in any possible way. I hope our students here will
take advantage of the opportunities that are given to them. We have
excellent teachers who will help all students become their best!

Quotes compiled by
Mrs. Bock
I just love, love, love Mrs.
Shafer. She is the most
caring, loving, and supportive person at UME! You can
tell that she loves her job
and the people she works
with. There is no UME
without Mrs Shafer. - Mrs.
Barget

“Mrs. Shafer is the heart
and soul of UME. She loves
the students and teachers
passionately. She serves
selflessly. Mrs. Shafer is
always focused on the most
important thing in
education-what is best for
our students. Every person
who comes in contact with
her is changed for the better. She is a treasure.”
- Mrs. Shaw
“I love Mrs. Shafer! She is
so wonderful and the best
teacher!” - Analisa, 7th
Grader

Upcoming
Birthdays
May:
Principal Kayla Smith (17)
June:
Beth Mannix ( 1)
Brance Barker (4)
Tori Fowler (15)
Miranda Hagen (17)
Shannan Horton (20)
Susan Walton (21)
Heather Barget (22)
Erika Mendoza (30)

To Our
AMAZING
Volunteers!
The UME Prep Volunteers were honored at a special luncheon this past month and we just can’t stop talking
about our amazing UME Prep Volunteers!

“I just want to thank the volunteers for the huge amount of things you do at UME Prep. Every day I
see someone here working, praying, and doing all you can. And not just on campus, but I know a
lot is done behind the scenes too. We are very grateful.” – Callvin Trim
“Many thanks to our precious UME Prep volunteers for your commitment and love for our students
and school staff! We appreciate all the ways you make us feel special! It is because of your selfless
service and dedication that our students are thriving!” - Kim Sanford
“Dear UME PREP Volunteers,
There are no adequate words to say "thank you" for the many, many hours you give to our school
and to our scholars. Many of you give of your time without ever being asked...you just see a need
and you step in. Whether it is decorating for and helping with programs or functions, or selling
mums or balloons, or helping a teacher, or being there for our students...each one of you has made
an incredible difference in the lives of the students, teachers, and staff here at UMP Prep. Our
school is richer and more successful thanks to you, and we are truly blessed by your gifts of time,
effort, and love. With much love and many thanks.” -Elizabeth Shafer
“I so appreciate the volunteers. They
have welcomed me and been very
supportive. I have loved the breakfasts and luncheons that they have
provided. I was blown away with
the gifts of thanks. I am still using
my pencil sharpeners in class. They
were also so thoughtful on my birthday with the perfect snacks for me. I
am so glad to have the opportunity
to send my thanks to this wonderful
group.” - Jana Mulkey

Parent, Leah Jeffries, presented with the UME Prep Outstanding
Volunteer of the Year Award!

from the
Can you believe it's already May?! Well, we don't want you to head off into summer disMayed, so
May we encourage you to participate in some of the exciting events?? That Maybe the coolest ones yet!




May 16th-20th: Teacher Appreciation Week: Be sure to check your email for the flyer that details
all that's been planned to thank our teachers for all that they do!
May 20th: Uniform Drop off: Please consider donating your uniforms for the PAC Uniform Resale
Shop!
May 26th and 27th END OF YEAR PARTIES! Check the calendar of event for your scholar’s party date. Keep an eye out for volunteer requests, so that you can come and celebrate at your child's
End of Year Party!

Also, encourage your scholar to write their teachers a note about what they love
about their teacher and what they have learned this year.
7
It will definitely be appreciated!

(The Lion)

(Pantelone)

(The Captain)

(Androcles)

(Dr. Connors)

(Todd)

(Celia)

(Mr. Duffy)

Upcoming 1st Annual Athletics Banquet:
Friday, May 6
Academic and athletic award nights will be split this year for the first time due to the
school’s expanding grades and the increasing number of awards to be handed out. The
athletic awards will also incorporate a traditional banquet to be held in the school auditorium from 6:30-9:00 pm. Dress will be business casual. Every student who participated on an athletic team this school year is invited to come and receive their award(s).
Each athlete will receive at least one award. This is not a mandatory event, though attendance is highly encouraged. Parents and grandparents are also invited to attend. Athletes may attend the banquet themselves.
If an athlete is unable to attend, their award can be picked up afterwards the following Monday.
Let’s have a great night celebrating our Eagle Athletes! Contact todd.ignatz@umeprep.org for more details.

UME Preparatory
Academy
3838 Spur 408
Dallas, Texas 75236
Phone: (214) 445-6243
Fax: (972) 709-7951
E-mail:
news@umeprep.org

UME Prep Mission Statement
UME Preparatory Academy exists to produce college- and work-ready graduates who have a
strong work ethic, firm grounding in core academic content, and major academic and vocational skills, and to offer parents, as their child’s first and life-long teachers, time and training so that they will have enhanced opportunities to strengthen their families as they exercise
greater influence over the spiritual, intellectual, and emotional growth of their children.

Strengthening America’s families and values by providing parents with the time,
opportunity, and tools necessary to prepare college-worthy, men and women of
character for the next generation! Thank you for partnering with us!

The UME Prep Eagle Update is a monthly publication of UME Preparatory Academy. Contact Information: development@umeprep.org. Mike Spurlock, Superintendent; Kayla Smith, Principal; Anthony Hunt, Asst. Principal;
Editors: Brance Barker, Ed.D., Dean of Parent Programs and New School Development, Christina Bock, Assistant to Dean.
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