Early Learning Academy Newsletter

February 2018

A message from Ms. House:

Welcome to February! This will be
a busy month with many things to
celebrate! The weather may be
unpredictable, but the sun is surely
shining at Early Learning Academy.
Our children are smiling, we have
terrific teachers, and we have many
things to look forward to. We are
celebrating Valentine’s / Friendship
Day, Black History Month, Chinese New Year, and Presidents’ Day. We also
have a Picture Day on February 8th.
The United States is a proud country of immigrants.
being accepting and respectful toward people of
different ethnic backgrounds and cultures is essential
in our society. The staff at Early Learning Academy
strive to model and teach respect about the diversity
of our families. We all come from many diverse
backgrounds and are proud to have multi-lingual staff,
prepared to work with many of our families in their
native languages. Early in life, children form attitudes
about race and learn from the adults in their lives. Our
goal is to nurture a child’s natural curiosity and help
them view differences in individuals as special, exciting,
unique, and enriching. This month, we will read many
stories about individual differences and introduce the
children to other traditions through art projects.
We will celebrate Friendship/Valentine’s Day
on Wed., Feb. 14, so please have your child wear
red or pink that day. I will post a potluck form for
parents to sign up, and your child is welcome to
bring in cards and candies for their friends. We ask
that your child sign the cards with his/her name,
but not address them to anyone in particular. That way, your child will have an
easier time giving them out.

Lawrence 02/02
London 02/23
Nova 02/20

•

02/08

Picture Day

•

02/14

•

02/16

Friendship/ Valentine’s Day Wear pink/red
Please sign up for potluck picnic party
Read-a-thon Fundraiser ends

•

02/15

Chinese New Year (Observed)
Please have your child wear red or gold. We
will be serving fortune cookies for PM snack
and create projects for Chinese New Year.

•

02/16

No school—Staff Development Day

•

02/19

No School— President’s Day

As tax time approaches, you may need to
know that our school’s Tax ID number:

20-0005511

Classroom News from The Chicks
Ms. Aike
9:00 AM-6:00 PM
Ms. War-War 8:40 AM—5:40 PM

I hope everyone had a good New Year! Thank you to all of the
parents for your generous gifts throughout the holiday season. I
would like to welcome the NEW Chicks: Abigail and Cameron.
Theme: Our Senses and Body Parts
Language: The letters O, P, and Q

Math: The number 7
History: Holidays
Shape: The heart
Nursery Rhymes: “ Pease Porridge Hot” &
“Roses are Red”
Motor and Sensory Awareness: Simon Says
The theme for the month of February will be, “Our Senses and Body Parts.” We will be
discussing and naming our five senses. We will also learn to name the different parts of our
body, its simple functions, and where the body parts are located. To promote a better
understanding of the body parts, we will learn through creative activities, art projects, body
parts songs, and a Simon Says game.
As we continue our “Building Language Through Literacy Program,” we will focus on the
letters O, P, and Q. We will learn the number 7 and the colors Pink and Fuchsia. Our shape
for the month will be the Heart. We will also learn the opposites Up & Down, Happy & Sad,
and some Nursery Rhymes. Please help encourage your child’s learning by talking about these
concepts at home.

There are several holidays that occur during this month which are of
special interest to young children. The month begins with Groundhog
Day. Soon after is President’s Day, when we remember
the Presidents Abraham Lincoln and George Washington. February is “Black History” month. We will also be celebrating the
Year of the Dog for Lunar New Year. And finally, Friendship/Valentine’s
Day is one of our favorite holidays. This is a good holiday to remind children
about being good friends, sharing, taking turns, and remembering to say all
the good things we may be thinking about other people.

February Panda News
Ms. Kristy 7:30 AM—4:30 PM

Ms. Stephanie 8:15 AM—5:15 PM

What’s Happening This Month

Things to do at home

Hello Panda Families,
It is already February, and we can truly feel the LOVE in
the air! This year, Valentine’s Day is on a Wednesday and,
like always, we ask the children to bring Valentine’s cards
for their peers (if you would like a class list please let one of
the teachers know). We will also enjoy a nice outdoor picnic
lunch with both the Chicks & the Caterpillars, so stay tuned!
Because there is nothing more important than your child’s
well-being, our theme for this month is all about growing up
healthy. The Pandas will learn about nutritious eating,
exercise, and other positive ways of taking good care of
themselves. We will also learn about what to do in case of an
emergency and how to call 9-1-1!

A Note From The Teachers
Clothing: It is still a little chilly out.
Please continue to dress your child in warm
and comfy clothing.
Label: Always remember to label all items.
Show & Tell: To help with public speaking
skills, we hold a show & tell every Tuesday,
according to the letter of the week!
Flu/Cold: A lot of bad cases of the
flu/cold have been affecting many of our
families. If your child is not feeling well,
please keep your child at home. It will help
prevent the flu/cold from spreading.
Lunch: Please provide eating utensil with
your child’s lunch.

•

•

•

Please continue to help
your child practice selfhelp skills at home to add
to his continued success
at school (i.e. buttoning,
zipping, putting on shoes,
washing hands, etc.)
Model and encourage
kindness in words and in
actions.
Remember to praise your
child when you “catch”
him being a good friend!

A Peek of What We Are Learning This
Month
Literature: The Pandas have been
enjoying
stories during circle time. This month, we will be
reading books about health, such as; “First Aid,”
“Good Food,” “My Five Senses,” “How Do Dinosaurs Get Well Soon?” and lots more.
Writing/Letters: As you may have
noticed,
we are slowly weaning off tracing letters. We
are starting/trying to let the Pandas write their
letters independently. Please encourage them
to free-write the alphabet whenever
possible.
The focus letters of this month will be Qq, Rr,
Ss, & Tt.
Math/Numbers: We will introduce capacity and
graphing this month as well as continuing to
count/sort objects and try to identify quantities without counting.
The focus numbers of this month will be 14, 15,
16 & 17

Classroom News from The Caterpillars
Ms. Zoila: 7:00AM -4:00PM
Ms. Menchy 8:30—5:30

Dear Caterpillar Families:
Our theme for the month of February is "Living Things."
The children will explore facts about living
things and non-living things. We will also learn
about people, animals, plants, and insects. In
addition, they will learn that living things need
food, air, shelter, sunlight, and water to live and
grow; that they have babies/reproduce; that
they can move by themselves and breathe; and
that they grow, change, and eventually die.
Language and letters - The focus letters and sounds
are Oo, Pp & Qq. We will begin working with short vowels. We will also continue working with compound
words.
Math - We will concentrate on the numerals 15, 16, and
17. We will introduce the concept of whole & half. We
will continue working with patterns and create a variety of different sets. We
will also introduce 3D shapes.
Science - We will investigate how living things need different kinds of food. We
will identify the different animals and where to find them. We will learn and talk
about dairy products. We will discuss the importance of plants to people and animals and will conduct an experiment to show what makes plants grow.
Literature - “When I Was Small,” “Jack And The Beanstalk,” “The Ants Go
Marching,” and “Paula Bigelow's Big Bug Hunt.”
Fable: The Ant and the Dove
Character: Kindness

Warm wishes for a Happy Valentine's Day!!!

