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Home Sweet Homecoming

Student government decides to have the dance on campus

by Toree Fisher

Staff Writer

S

tudent government is hosting
the annual homecoming dance
this year on campus at a reduced
price rather than at costly ven-

For the past years, Kennedy
is one of the very few schools
that had homecoming at venues such as Pickwick Gardens
and Sportsman Lodge but “we
decided to do things differ-

Students from stage crew working on the dance decorations

ues used for prior years. The
change is meant to make all
grade levels feel welcome and to
make homecoming more affordable for cash-strapped students.

ently and try something new,”
explained Student Government
President Matthew Gavilanes.
Additionally, student government wants to prove what they

Signing Forms to Sign Online
The RUP forms spread across the school
by Coby Yollis

Managing Editor

T

he “Responsible Use Policy”
(RUP), a form created by the
the Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD) to prevent
wrongful usage of internet at
schools, has been implemented at
JFK High School. While the form
is intended to enforce safe and
responsible access to the internet,
the extent of its effectiveness at
JFKHS is still up for question.
Before any student is granted
permission to use an internet
accessible computer, a properly
signed and filled out RUP form
must be on record. In previous
years, it was fairly simple for
teachers to identify which
students should be given access
to the internet. A small graphic
of a computer was printed on
each of those student’s school
identification card. Teachers
could check for any students
without the graphic and restrict
them from school computers.
Things have changed this year;
student identification cards now
include no way for teachers
to identify whether or not an
RUP form has been submitted.
On top of that, with no official
system currently in place to keep
track of the RUPs at JFKHS,

students are regularly welcomed
to use computers with almost no
obligation to hold themselves
to the standards set by the RUP.
Those standards are considered to
be very important at the LAUSD.
The RUP originated in 2002,
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can do differently to ensure a
great experience for the student body of all grade levels
described
Student
Government member Paola Noria.
Having homecoming on campus allows more students of
every grade level to attend because it is more affordable.
“I think it’s a great idea to
have homecoming in the gym
because it is less expensive
than the past years,” stated
sophomore Tatyanna Negrete.
With the adjustments, some
students have accepted it while
other students, mainly seniors,
are angered at having homecoming on campus. Senior Jessica Fleury explained, “Since
it is my senior year, I wanted to
have an unforgettable homecoming. I feel like homecoming isn’t
going to be as spectacular as it
has been in the previous years.”
In the previous years, homecoming tickets at a venue
ranged from 60 to 75 dollars.
This year, homecoming is going to be 25 to 35 dollars, depending on when the ticket is
bought, with a 5 dollar discount
if a student has an activity card.

“Usually homecoming is a very
expensive school event leaving
only the seniors wanting to attend,” described Gavilanes, “but in
reality the dance is for everyone.”
The expectations for homecoming this year is higher than before. “I expect more this year
because it is on campus,” commented junior Victoria Herrerra.
The theme for homecoming
this year is wonderland. The
pre sale begins October 5th.
They are many things to look
forward to at the homecoming
dance this year. There will be
Stonefire Grill catering, a live
dj, and according to Gavilanes,
“a
beautiful
environment.”
If anyone is interested in running for homecoming prince
and princess or king and queen,
the applications will be given
out on Septermber 24th and due
by October 9th. Also there will
be an informational meeting on
October 1st at lunch in B104.
Homecoming will be held in
the main gym on October 24th
from 7 to 11 p.m and student
government encourages every
grade level to come out and join
them to experience this event.

Policy” until being shortened this
year to the current “Responsible
U s e P o l i c y. ” T h e r e v i s i o n
included a stronger focus on
digital citizenship, the appropriate
behavior for technology usage.
Despite the importance of the
RUP, forms weren’t given to
all students. Instead of being
printed out and given to advisory

which grants them access to the
internet. In that form, they accept
the responsibility of monitoring
student activities while at school.
For example, if a class is using
computers for a project, the
teacher would be held accountable
for making sure each student is
following the RUP. That liability
can prove to be troublesome
for many teachers since classes
can contain over forty students.
Biology teacher Jennifer
Stankiewicz and chemistry
teacher Kari Kelly, who both
frequently use technology in their
science classrooms, shared their
thoughts on the importance and
effectiveness of the RUP. “I think
it’s definitely needed because kids
need to learn about ethical and
responsible use of technology,
especially on campus. Whether
I think kids follow it or not, no.
But that’s mostly on their own
phones, not on our technology.
Because there’s not all those
firewalls,” explained Stankiewicz.
Kelly also expressed feelings
of importance towards the values
taught in the RUP, elaborating,
“While I think that it is important to
be safe on the internet, I’m not sure
that the RUP is going to ensure the
safe usage of the internet alone.”
Kelly gave an example, adding
that she speaks with her class
about the importance of internet
safety with all her students before
providing access to the internet.

LAUSD implements “Responsible Use Policy” at JFK

when the LAUSD created the
“Acceptable Use Policy” (AUP) in
response to the Children’s Internet
Protection Act, a federal law
regarding the use of any digital
media in an educational setting.
Since then, the AUP has gone
through many revisions in order
to reflect the most current laws.
In 2014, it was renamed to
“Responsible and Acceptable Use

teachers for even and assured
distribution, many teachers were
only emailed a copy of the form,
to which they were instructed to
print out for students using their
own resources. Some teachers
were even mistakenly given
copies of the AUP from 2014.
All teachers and staff are required
to sign an alternate version of
the RUP, focused towards them,
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Student
news
updates
Homecoming Game
(October 23)
Homecoming Dance
(October 24)
Senior Carnival
(October 30)
Winter Formal
(December 4th)

38 Days
Until

Halloween!
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