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Trinity Concert Series
presents

The dedicatory recital for the newly expanded and renovated
50-rank Holtkamp/Reuter pipe organ featuring

Ken Cowan
Associate Professor and head of the organ program at
Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music.

Sunday, April 24,
2:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
800 Houston Avenue
Houston, TX 77007
www.trinitydt.org 713.224.0684
Free Admission - Freewill Offering
appreciated

See page 3 for more information.

Meet Matthew Meier, Our New Head of School
We are blessed to announce that our new Head of School, Mr. Matthew
Meier, took up his position with Trinity in late March. Matt is a life-long
Lutheran and himself a product of Lutheran education. He has served in the field
of education for over 25 years, including years as a Lutheran school teacher and
Principal. In addition, he has also provided leadership for multiple For-Profit
educational organizations. He has served schools and congregations in both
Illinois and Texas, where he served as Principal for one of the largest church/
schools in the Texas District.
In addition to service at the congregational and school level, Mr. Meier has
also served the church at large as a Captain for the National Lutheran School
Accreditation Commission, as well as a Mentor for the School Leadership
Development program (SleD), which helps identify and equip potential and
future Lutheran school administrators.
Born and raised in suburban Chicago, Mr. Meier is a passionate fan of his beloved Chicago Cubs, Bears, and
Bulls and the University of Michigan. He also enjoys listening to and collecting music.
Mr. Meier has been blessed with three children, Madalyn, Maxwell, and Hallie.
“I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.” Isaiah 49:15-16

This Teaching Quarter Has Been Extended Two Weeks!
Meet Matt Meier, Our New Head of School at Our Next
Combined Class, May 8th!
We have extended the teaching
time on our current round of
Sunday Adult Bible Study Classes
two weeks. This quarter now runs
through May 1st and New Classes
will start May 15th.
Our next combined Sunday
Adult Bible Study presentation
in the Sanctuary will be on May
8th. Our new Head of School, Matt
Meier, and Pastor David will team
lead our combined class on the Book
of Nehemiah
Our theme verse is Nehemiah
2:18. “Then I told them that my
God has been guiding me and what
the king had told me. They replied,
‘Let’s begin to rebuild.’ So they encouraged each other to begin this God-pleasing work.”
We are launching a 52 Day Vision that starts April 6th through May 27th and focuses on our shared ministries
(School, Early Childhood Center and Church) and rebuilding the Walls of our Ministries as we move forward in
2016 in preparation for the new school year that begins in August for 2016/17.
May the LORD bless and strengthen us all as we grow in focus and unity in the name of Jesus! Amen.
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Trinity Organ Dedicatory Recital
Since Christmas Eve we’ve been enjoying
Trinity’s spectacularly refurbished and enhanced
organ. Our organ consultant feels we now have one
of the top organs in Houston! Martin Luther stated,
“Beautiful music . . . is one of the most magnificent
and delightful presents God has given us.” Now it’s
time to share this very special instrument with the
community. The Trinity Organ Series MAT is thrilled
to announce that one of North America’s finest concert
organists, Ken Cowan, will be our guest organist for
the Trinity Organ Dedicatory Recital.
Please join us:
Sunday, April 24, 2:30 p.m.
Guest Organist: Ken Cowan – Nationally
acclaimed organist and Associate Professor and head of the organ program at Rice University’s Shepherd School
of Music.
You won’t want to miss this concert! And please feel free to invite your friends.

Ken Cowan Biography
Praised for his dazzling artistry, impeccable technique, and imaginative
programming by audiences and critics alike, Ken Cowan maintains a rigorous
performing schedule which takes him to major concert venues in America,
Canada, Europe, and Asia. Recent feature performances have included
appearances at Segerstrom Center for the Arts in Costa Mesa, California,
Philadelphia’s Verizon Hall, Spivey Hall, and Walt Disney Concert Hall, as
well as concerts in Germany and Korea. In addition, Mr. Cowan has been
a featured artist in recent years at the national conventions of the American
Guild of Organists held in Los Angeles and Minneapolis, has performed at
many regional conventions of the AGO, and has been featured at several
conventions of the Organ Historical Society and the Royal Canadian College
of Organists. Numerous critically acclaimed recordings by Mr. Cowan are
also available.
A native of Thorold, Ontario, Canada, Mr. Cowan received the Master’s
degree and Artist Diploma from the Yale Institute of Sacred Music, studying
organ with Thomas Murray. Prior to attending Yale, he graduated with a
Bachelor of Music degree from the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia where he studied with John Weaver.
In 2012 Mr. Cowan joined the keyboard faculty of the Shepherd School of Music at Rice University as
Associate Professor and head of the organ program. Previous positions have included Associate Professor
of
Organ at Westminster Choir College of Rider University in Princeton, New Jersey where he was
awarded the
2008 Rider University Distinguished Teaching Award, and Associate Organist and Artist
in Residence at Saint Bartholomew’s Church in New York City.
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Mighty Acts Ministry Highlight—Declaring God’s Mighty
Acts to the World
From our strategic location in the heart of
America’s fourth-largest city, Trinity is presented
with countless opportunities to declare God’s
mighty acts to the world around us, here in
Houston and beyond. Trinity’s history has been
characterized by outreach efforts on the local,
national, and international levels as we attempt
to obey Christ’s command to go and tell. Our Harms-Behnken Fund (named after two past Trinity pastors
who also became President of Synod) was established many years ago for the express purpose of supporting
missions, and Trinity has sponsored many foreign missionaries over time. Missions can also be as simple as
seeing a need and stepping up to offer care.
The needs to serve, preach, and teach are myriad and evolving. LCMS mission data illustrate a changing US
population, including significant immigrant populations from an array of countries. 80% of the US population
now lives in urban areas, and shifting views on organized religion include a rapid growth in the number of those
who are religiously unaffiliated. This is coupled with a world in which Christianity is no longer the fastestgrowing religion. So how do we choose where to focus our mission efforts today?
MISSION MAT
In January 2014 Trinity’s current Mission MAT (Ministry Action Team) was formed to help direct these
efforts. Since that time the team has coordinated and promoted a multitude of events, including Bible study
programs to help teach congregation members how to live life on mission, mission speakers, mission Sundays,
promoting the Harms-Behnken Fund, caring for the homeless on our doorstep, city and neighborhood outreach
events, partnering with LINC, and supporting e3 Partners in ministering to Tanzania. Specifically, this year’s
mission trip with e3 Partners will take place July 1-11 in Ngudu-Mwanza, Tanzania. This will be an opportunity
to share the gospel with many who have never heard it before and to work with local churches to establish house
churches through door-to-door evangelism and follow-up discipleship. Two Trinity members experienced a lifechanging mission trip to Tanzania last year, and more members have expressed an interest in participating this
year. Registration for the trip is currently underway. The cost is $3,850 which can be defrayed through personal
fundraising websites and Harms-Behnken contributions. If you would like more information, please contact
Rachel Calafell or Alanna Bree. The Mission MAT continues to develop new outreach ideas.
TEXAS DISTRICT CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
The Texas District Church Extension Fund plays a unique role in extending God’s kingdom by helping
LCMS congregations in Texas to acquire land and buildings and by linking investors with congregations. First
established in 1888, today Texas CEF has more than 13,000 investors with more than $160 million in assets, and
is assisting more than 130 congregations throughout Texas. Trinity’s current loan on our school building across
Washington Avenue as well as other loans are held by Texas CEF.
In order to encourage strong partnerships between CEF and the borrowing ministry, Texas CEF developed
the Incentive Rebate Plan so congregations can receive a discount on their borrowing costs when members
invest. The higher the balance of Trinity members’ investments, the larger the rebate. On Sunday, March 13,
Wes Krueger, Trinity’s Texas CEF representative, presented the congregation with a rebate check of $11,196!
Texas CEF offers a variety of investment vehicles, including Flex Savings, Fixed Rate Term Notes, Flex
Rate Term Notes, and IRAs. Contact Wes Krueger for more information, or the Texas District Church Extension
Fund directly at 1.888.951.1233.
Continued on page 17 - see “Mighty Acts”
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Confirmation Class of 2016
On Palm Sunday, March 20th, the twelve young people pictured below confirmed the faith into which they were
baptized. We offer our congratulations and ask that God bless them as they continue their walk with Him.

Jose Rolando Arriaga
Luke 11:28

Travis William Crona
Psalm 23:1

Elizabeth Ann Dorn
Matthew 19:26

Makayla Yvonne Furlow
Joshua 1:9

Divina Providencia Gonzalez
Isaiah 41:10

Jacob Alexander Hernandez
John 3:16

Melanie Ruth Leitner
Proverbs 11:13

Gabriel Travis Messa
John 14:6

Brandon James Ruiz
Isaiah 40:31

Michael Hall Tijerina
Psalm 55:22

Albert James Velazquez
Revelation 2:10

Isabella Rose Villarreal
Jeremiah 29:11
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Trinity Lutheran School...Downtown

“Inspiring and empowering students with a Christ-centered education since 1879.”

PSIA Competition
On March 5, 2016 Trinity Lutheran School participated in the “Private Schools Interscholastic Association”
tournament at Lutheran High School. Twenty-three students from 1st to 8th grade participated successfully in 32
events. Fourteen private schools were competing for a spot to compete at the State level.
Trinity Lutheran students placed in several events:
• Lucas Turner (1st grade Creative Writing) won first place and will participate at the
State tournament on May 14 at TCU in Fort Worth.
• Hailey Perry (1st grade Storytelling) placed 3rd.
• Nathan Turner (2nd grade Creative Writing) placed 5th.
• Jose Arriaga (8th grade Maps, Graphs, and Charts) placed 5th.
• Gabriel Messa (8th grade Maps, Graphs, and Charts) placed 6th.
• Jose Arriaga (8th grade Math) placed 6th.
Congratulation to all our students for a great job.

Box Tops for Education
Don’t forget to keep
on collecting and turning
in those Box Tops for
Education. Clip box
tops off of
General Mills
products and
bring them into
the school office. Each box top is worth 10 cents to
our school, which adds up quickly when we all work
together.
Funds collected through this program are used
for projects that benefit students through the 8th
grade.

PEP Club Goes Country!
Meet the bus going to the Wharton
County Fair on Thursday, April 28 for
special Seniors Days events, including
lunch. More details will follow or
contact Cynthia Roney at 281.460.4263
/ Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919.
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Taco Sundays Washington
D.C. Fundraiser
Grab a taco in the
Gathering Space
to support the 8th
Grade class trip
to Washington
D.C.! A freewill
offering will be
accepted. Tacos
will be available
after the 8:15 service and before Bible classes: April
3 & 17 and May 1. Thank you in advance for your
support.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
Happy Easter! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

I want to say thank you to all of you for sharing how our risen Good Shepherd
Jesus has touched and blessed your hearts through the Lenten Devotional booklet
you’ve been reading and using in personal worship. For some, it’s been one or two
of the stories I wrote that touched them. For some, it’s been several of the Scripture
passages quoted on a particular day. For some, it was a hymn stanza that sang to
their soul. And for some it was the slow approach of breaking the Shepherd’s Psalm
down into bite-size phrases that has been very meaningful. I know that Pastor
Black and I both have enjoyed focusing on each verse of Psalm 23 for the Midweek
Message in Worship. One person told me that of the devotional booklets I’ve written for the congregation, this
one was the best so far. Your sharing has touched my heart with gratitude that the LORD was working in all our
hearts as we walked together during Lent. Thank you, one! And, thank you, all!
We are in the Season of Easter, the Season of the Resurrection. St. Paul tells us that the resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is of first importance! He writes,
3
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
5
and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then He appeared to more than five hundred brothers
at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then He appeared to James, then
to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God
I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so
you believed. [1Corinthians 15:3-11,ESV]
Of first importance! Everything about faith and life hangs in the balance on this bedrock fact, Jesus IS
RISEN from the dead! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
Because Jesus lives, we live. Because Jesus is risen from the dead, we shall rise. Because Jesus broke the
death grip of death itself, death no longer has any hold on Him. And through Jesus, even though our bodies die,
death has no permanent hold on us. We believe and serve an indestructible Savior in our Lord Jesus Christ. And
that same resurrection Gospel power that the Father exerted when He raised Jesus from the dead is His Gospel
power for salvation for all who believe and receive Jesus as Lord and Savior for their lives. [Romans 6:9; Ephesians
1:19; Romans 1:16] Let us rejoice!
Now all the vault of heav’n resounds In praise of love that still abounds:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here:
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: ©1958 Augsbug Publishing House. Used by permission CCLI License #852532

Happy Easter! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Bill Fischer.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . bfisch@aol.com. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Kevin Juergen.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . kevin.nitajuergen@yahoo.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Maynard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . smaynard@durwoodgreene.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Lee Nino .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . pulees97@yahoo.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Joshua Rodriguez.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . joshrodriguez@hotmail.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
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713.827.8664
713.868.4813
281.799.9600
832.758.2931
713.861.4046

Cop Talk – “What Should I Do If My Wallet is Lost or
Stolen?”
Some of you may think that this does not relate to Parish
Health. Obviously, I feel differently. I believe this relates to both
our physical, spiritual, and mental health. Many of you may have this
information. Our family has most of it, but there are a few suggestions we
have made note of. So, here we go! This article came from our Meadows Place,
Texas, Newsletter written by our Police Chief, Gary Stewart. These actions
take a lot of time, so have all of the information “ready to go.”
FIRST, file a police report as soon as possible to establish a record of
your loss. The police will need to know when it was lost or stolen, what
you think happened and what was in the wallet. That would be difficult
for me! I plan to downsize my wallet in the near future. My dear husband
has been encouraging me to do that over the past year.
CALL YOUR BANK. You may need to close and reopen your accounts, and definitely cancel your
ATM card and get a new one. I DON’T CARRY ONE and DEFINITELY WOULD NOT GO TO AN
“OUTSIDE” MACHINE.
• If your checkbook disappears, you’ll need to close that account and reconfigure any direct deposits and
auto-payments you’ve arranged. Make sure your bank alerts the check verification companies to prevent
someone from using your checks.
• Start a call log and list the date, time and names of people you talked to.
• Call your credit card issuers. Have the numbers quickly obtainable, but in a safe, secure place. They will
cancel your cards and issue new ones. They will also ask you about your recent transactions. I think it
would be a good idea to have receipts readily available.
• Call the three (3) major credit reporting bureaus and ask to put a fraud alert on your file, to prevent
identity theft in the future. The initial fraud alert stays on for 90 days. You can also request an extended
fraud alert, which stays in effect for seven (7) years. We had an experience a few weeks ago. We got a
phone message from one of our credit card companies that our account may have been comprised. We
called our credit card company immediately to take action! Shortly after filing that report, we found
out that the account at the restaurant we visited had been comprised and that we would be issued a new
credit card and number in 3-5 days. We were told it would be safe to use our “old” card, but we chose
not to. The credit reporting bureaus are listed next. Keep these numbers ready to be used immediately.
 Equifax: 800.525.6285, or www.equifax.com
 Experian: 888.397.3742, or www.experian.com
 TransUnion: 800.680.7289, or www.transunion.com
• If your Social Security card was in your wallet you will have to call your local Social Security
Administration office and explain what happened. They will replace the card for free but you will have
to fill out Form SS-5 and present documentation. Your replacement card will have the same number as
the original. It is better to leave your card at home in a safe place.
• We have been told it is unsafe to carry our Medicare Cards in our wallet. We were told to memorize the
last five (5) digits on our card number. We have not done that, although we do know those last (5) digits.
Call (1.800.633.4227) if your card is lost or stolen.
• Order your credit report from each of the three (3) credit reporting bureaus (see above) to make sure
there is nothing unusual on your report. We are entitled to one free report from each of the three bureaus
every 12 months through www.annualcreditreport.com - the official site created under the auspices of
the Federal Trade Commission.
(Continued on page 17 - see “Cop Talk”)
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Great Marriage! Class Starts Saturday, April 16th!
Getting ready for Marriage? Wanting to grow in your Marriage?
Trinity’s Great Marriage! Class will meet on Saturday mornings starting April 16th from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon.
Classes meet for 6 consecutive sessions in Room 124. Email Pastor David at dleeland@trinitydt.org to register
for Great Marriage!
Come for class and then go for your favorite Brunch! Our Saturday meeting
dates are:
April 16th
April 23rd
April 30th

9 a.m. – 12 Noon
9 a.m. – 12 Noon
9 a.m. – 12 Noon

May 7th
May 14th
May 21st

9 a.m. – 12 Noon
9 a.m. – 12 Noon
9 a.m. – 12 Noon

[Jesus said,] 4 “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning
made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no
longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” [Matthew 19:4-6; ESV]
May yours be a Great Marriage filled with the abundant blessings of love and grace from our Lord Jesus
Christ. To God be all the glory!

National Day of Prayer Service on May 5th
Mark your calendars for May 5, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. for Trinity’s National
Day of Prayer Service that will be held in our Sanctuary. Let us all gather
together to lift up our Nation and all of the many needs we have for our
Country, for the Church and for the World for our gracious God’s blessing
in the name of our beautiful Savior Jesus Christ. May this National Day of
Prayer Service touch and bless your hearts and souls with the Holy Spirit’s
power and peace through Christ our Lord and encourage you as a person of
faith and a citizen of this great land. To God be all the glory!

Spring Food Drive - Sunday, May 22
Our annual Spring Food Drive will take place
on Sunday, May 22, this year.
Please help our neighbors
in need by donating nonperishable food items, baby
items or monetary gifts.
Donations
support
our
neighborhood Food Pantry at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.
You may bring your
donations anytime Sunday morning,
May 22, and place them in Steve and Tana Bell’s
van on the parking lot in front of the church.

2016 GOVERNING BOARD
Dag Calafell
Kim Davis (Vice Chair)
Delvin Dennis
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Kevin Juergen (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch (Secretary)
Lee Nino (Elder)
Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Dave Weinhold
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40 Days for Life
A huge thank you to all who braved the elements and came out
to Planned Parenthood on Tuesday, February 23rd, to pray for the end
of abortion: Pastor Black and Audrey, Lee Born, Jan Case, Thelma
Deterling, Cindy Garza, Delmas Heinke, Janice and Mike Jolley,
Pastor Leeland, Ethelene Marshall, Jean Minsch, Ron Naumann
and Daler Schramm. God is hearing and answering our prayers.
We are winning some battles but the war is far from over. Check
out this article from Bloomberg! (http://www.bloomberg.com/news/
articles/2016-02-24/abortion-clinics-are-closing-at-a-record-pace.)

Did you know?
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The name Stephen comes from St. Stephen, who was the first
layperson commissioned by the Apostles to provide caring ministry
to those in need (Acts 6).
Stephen Ministry began in 1975 when Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk,
Ph.D., a pastor and clinical psychologist, trained nine members
of his congregation in St. Louis to be Stephen Ministers. They
assisted him in providing Christian care and support to people in the
congregation and community who were experiencing life difficulties.
Stephen Ministry is now in more than 12,000 congregations from more
than 170 Christian denominations, in all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces,
and 28 other countries.
More than 70,000 pastors, church staff, and lay people have trained as Stephen
Leaders (those who oversee and direct Stephen Ministry in the congregation) at
a Leader’s Training Course.
More than 600,000 people have trained as Stephen Ministers (lay people who provide care to those who are
hurting) in their congregations.
More than one-and-a-half million people have received care from a Stephen Minister in a formal one-to-one
Stephen Ministry caring relationship, and millions more have been touched by Stephen Ministry in informal
ways.
At Trinity, we have over 150 individuals who have gone through the Stephen Ministry training course to
walk alongside hurting individuals in our congregation—that’s a lot of quality lay care!
If you want to know more about Stephen Ministry, please talk to Pastor Leeland or anyone wearing a blue
badge on Sunday mornings!
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LINC Houston’s Annual Gala will be held Thursday, April 21st, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Jr. League
of Houston. This will be an evening to celebrate how God is reaching our city through LINC’s growing
ministries. All guests will enjoy a silent auction, dinner, testimonies, and entertainment.
This year ticket sales and bidding online have been streamlined. In order to facilitate a quicker check-in
process on the night of the event, we greatly encourage attendees to purchase tickets and tables through the
event website at www.linchouston.org/gala. Sponsorships are also available.
Lastly, LINC would love to display your talents! If you are interested in donating a silent auction item or
service, please contact the Gala Committee Representative, Nancy Hartman via email at nhartman2003@
yahoo.com.

Scholarships Available
Bethesda, in partnership with the Bethesda
Auxiliary, is accepting scholarship applications for
the 2016-17 academic year for Lutheran high school,
college and seminary students with a career objective in
the field of intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Bethesda will award 10 scholarships:
• Four $3,000 awards for current college students
• Two $3,000 awards for seminary students
• Four $500 awards for high school seniors
The application deadline is May 1, 2016. Applicants
must have a minimum 3.0 grade point average and
be active, communicant members of a Lutheran
congregation. Other application requirements include
documentation of volunteer or paid service to people with developmental disabilities, an essay and letters of
recommendation.
Recipients will be announced in July. Awards will be directly applied to school fees at private public fouryear, post secondary institutions.
Go to BethesdaLutheranCommunities.org/Scholarships for more information or contact Barb Schultz at
800.383.8743, ext. 4427, or email Barb.Schultz@meailbic.org.
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Ladies Circle Ministries - April 7
The monthly meeting of Trinity Ladies Circle Ministries will be held at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, April 7, in Room 205. Members and guests are invited to come early at 9:30
a.m. and enjoy refreshments and a time for fellowship.
The program for the day will be a “Q & A with the Senior Pastor” led by Pastor Michael
Dorn.
The business meeting will include the election of officers for July 2016 - June 2017.
For additional information, please call Debbie Leonard, president, at (c) 319.431.6804,
713.861.7175, or email to Debbie.Leonard.TX@gmail.com

Additional dates to remember:
April 20 - 10:30 a.m.
April 30 - 9:30 a.m.

Devotions at Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison St.
LWML Bayou City Zone Prayer Service & Spring Rally, Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 2702 Rosalie St.

Trinity Women’s Club
Carla Barrows, Trinity’s organist, will be our speaker at our meeting on
Tuesday, April 12th at 7:00 p.m. in Room 124. She will talk about the carillon
and organ refurbishments. Everyone is welcome to come, hear about and
see our new carillon and organ up close! We will have a short business
meeting in Room 124 and then proceed to the church. The attendees can
join Carla in the balcony or stay in the church. Jan Case will have the
opening devotion and Thelma Deterling will have the closing prayer. Thelma
Deterling and Lorraine McKinney will be the hostesses. Refreshments will
be served starting at 6:45 p.m. Contact Elizabeth Stoerkel at 281.463.3171
if child care is needed. Members are reminded to bring their LWML mites,
hotel toiletries for the homeless ministry, and toiletry items for the Good
Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes to the meeting.
Our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care Center, 2714
Morrison Street will be on Wednesday, April 6th at 10:30 a.m. Contact Bea
Uhl at 713.864.4919 for more information.
A big thank you for those who baked, helped, and supported the Easter Goodies Sale on Sunday, March 27th
benefiting the Good Samaritan Lutheran Home in Cypress and for those who made kits and quilts for Lutheran
World Relief which works with Lutherans and partners around the world to end poverty, injustice and human
suffering.
A Channel 13 Sunday Devotion from February 1979 featuring Pastor Black and the Soul Seekers will be
shown at our meeting on Tuesday, May 10th. We invite the former members of the Soul Seekers to join us on
this trip down memory lane!

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 and 11 a.m. services on
the second Sunday, April 10, and have lunch at La Hacienda Escondida, 1431 West 26th St.
In March the group enjoyed fellowship and food at the Shanghai River Restaurant.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more information, contact
Jean Minsch at 281.550.4752.
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“Discovering God’s Vision for Our Life” - Led by Joanne Husser’s Team - Room 209
“Lutheran Teachings of the Faith” - Led by Christian Messa’s Team - Room 211
“Mountaintop Living” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 205
“Romans: ‘The Righteous Shall Live by Faith’” - Led by Pastor Paul Dorn’s Team - Room 233
“Seven Habits of Highly Effective Christians” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
“Feed My Lambs” - Led by Justin Schilke’s Team - Room 206
Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room

6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor

4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2 floor

9th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

K - 3rd Grade - Basement

nd

8th Grade - Confirmation Class in Room 124

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
The Book of Proverbs
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. - Room 205 - Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black
Call Audrey Black at 713.782.6307 or email dgb32@att.net for more information.
Mirror, Mirror, Reflections on God’s Word
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Room 205 - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black

TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Book of 1st Corinthians” - Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact Rachel and
Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or 832.389.8998 for more information.

‘Waiting Children – Bulgaria’
“Children available for adoption are generally sibling groups, of all ages, and children older than four with
a type of special need – ranging from mild to severe. In many cases these
children are simply developmentally delayed due to living in an orphanage
where opportunities for growth and stimulation are limited.
“Most Bulgarian children available for international adoption are
of Turkish or Roma descent and have olive skin with beautiful dark
hair and eyes. Unfortunately, they are not likely to be adopted by
Bulgarian citizens due to cultural bias against these backgrounds. The
children who have found their forever families through Upbring are
thriving in their adoptive homes and are cherished members of their
new families.
Visit Upbring.org/adoption to see all the waiting kids from Bulgaria.”
From UPBRING.ORG – The New LSS – 800-938-5777 AUSTIN, TEXAS
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First Communion
Congratulations to the following students who
received their First Communion on March 24.
Hannah Kay Anderson
James Travis Avant, Jr.
Iris Bech
Parker Andrew Biehle
Bianca Helene Noemi Christos
Jacob Richard Estrada
Isabella Ann Galaviz
Taylor Ann Gilg
Lillie Sameale Heine
Crescencio Gonzalez
Brianna Diane Lewis
Anders Christopher Olson
Carter Holden Peeler
Abigail Lynn Roesel
Lorenz John Sacaris
Hunter James Schneider
Paige Sophia Vaughan

‘Research in the News’
•
•

According to surveys more than half of older adults consider themselves being positive and optimistic. This
happens many times because of their faith, having a loving family, enjoying good living conditions, and
experiencing wellness in mind, body, and spirit.
Sit a lot? Don’t! Sitting for long periods of time is not good for your health. Adding a casual walk for two
minutes each hour is very beneficial.

From “Engaging the Aging” - a timely newsletter for congregations serving older adults

A Life Quote for the Church Year –
April 3 – Second Sunday of Easter
“Our bodily life matters so much
to God that He incarnated human flesh
Himself. Even after accomplishing
atonement by His body’s brokenness,
He did not discard it but inhabits it by
resurrection as His eternal instrument
(John 20:27). When we are physically suffering sin’s consequences, our Savior’s words of forgiveness breathe
healing (John 20:21-23), and His ways of faith bring peace into our very bodies. Prayer: Lord Jesus, let me take
hold of You by faith until Your wounded and resurrected body redeems my own. Amen.”
This ”Life Quote” is from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org
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Trinity Prays For 52 Day Vision for our Shared Ministries!
“Then I told them that my God has been guiding
me and what the king had told me. They replied,
‘Let’s begin to rebuild.’ So they encouraged each
other to begin this God-pleasing work.” [Nehemiah
2:18]

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

We have a new Head of School, Matt Meier,
(please see the related article that tells you all about
Matt in this issue of Trinity Today). Praise the LORD! We are sharpening our focus for our shared ministries
with our School, Early Childhood Center and Church through a concentrated 52 Day Vision based on the Book
of Nehemiah and the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem under Nehemiah’s leadership. Our 52 Day Vision
Focus starts April 6th and runs through May 27th. Over these 52 days, we will be connecting with School
Families, Early Childhood Center Families and Church Families in an effort to rebuild relationships as we
rebuild the walls of our ministries.
Here is a list of Vision Prayer Starters to ignite the power of prayer among us in support of our 52 Day Vision:
Pray for:

¾¾ Matt Meier, that he may have a great beginning to a very long and fruitful ministry among us as Head
of School.
¾¾ All our present and future faculty members and administrative staff of both School and Early Childhood
Center that our LORD will ignite their passion and heart for ministry and strengthen them in their love
for children learning and families growing closer to Jesus.
¾¾ All our families and students that the LORD will bless how we complete the present academic year with
effective learning and great success in both our School and Early Childhood Center.
¾¾ All the plans that are getting underway for a great academic year to come in August for 2016/17.
¾¾ All the families and students returning to be part of Trinity’s Faith Story and Growth in Jesus in our
School and Early Childhood Center.
¾¾ All new families and students on the way that the Holy Spirit is already preparing to be part of our School
and Early Childhood Family and Worshiping Community.
¾¾ Our Early Childhood Center to be filled to capacity for little ones learning and growing in Jesus and our
School to be filled with eager students ready to learn.
¾¾ Healing for any families or individuals who have suffered hurt or pain in the past that they be healed and
strengthened in Jesus.
¾¾ All of us coming together to joyfully share Christ’s saving love with all people now.
¾¾ Our Heavenly Father to receive all the glory in the name of Jesus as the Holy Spirit strengthens our
shared ministries in every way.
¾¾ All the other thoughts and needs that the Holy Spirit has placed on your hearts for you to lift up for His
blessing in prayer.
Lord Jesus, bless us all in Your wonderful and saving name to use us for the Father’s glory in sharing Your
saving love and touching the lives of children and families for life and faith. Bless us with Your Holy Spirit and
give us Your presence, power and peace to commit all that we do and say to Your will and way and grant us Your
grace, favor and benediction. This we pray in Your beautiful name, Jesus, and all God’s children say: Amen.
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Cop Talk

(continued from page 9)

•

Make your life easier next time.
Only carry the cards that you
need, and never keep your Social
Security Card (as mentioned
above) or your PIN numbers
in your wallet. Keep your other
cards in a safe place. Also, to
repeat: write down your credit
card numbers and customer
service telephone numbers and
keep in a safe place. It will be
much easier and quicker to report
the missing cards to the card
issuers.

(Sources for this information: FDIC,
FTC, Social Security Administration)
“CHRIST IS RISEN, HE IS
RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!
Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Mighty Acts
(continued from page 4)

JOYFULLY SHARING CHRIST’S
SAVING LOVE WITH ALL PEOPLE
NOW!
Students from Trinity Lutheran School recently prepared Easter baskets
for the homebound members of the congregation. Pastor Black is on his
way to deliver the first two baskets along with the Easter message: Christ
is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

EC Director Update
In mid-March, Pastor Dorn
announced to the congregation that a
candidate had accepted the position of
Early Childhood Director. Subsequent to
that announcement, the candidate rescinded her
acceptance choosing to remain with her current
employer. As such, we continue the search for an
Early Childhood Director, working closely with our Consultant to
fill this position. Please keep the search process in your prayers.

Trinity’s mission statement calls
each of us to be on mission for Christ in
ways both big and small. Provided the
Mighty Acts capital campaign fulfills the
current commitment of $1,641,010, 10%
of those funds have been designated for
mission and outreach. Your ongoing
prayers and contributions to Mighty Acts
help Trinity congregation to be about the
Lord’s work, with joy!

Therefore God has highly exalted
Him and bestowed on Him the name
that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. Philippians 2:9-11
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CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

February 15 - March 20

BAPTISM
March 13
Paige Sophia Vaughan

CHURCH
713.224.0684

DEATH
February 24
Peter Rea
REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 03/20/16
Actual Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $381,155
Budgeted Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $404,627
MIGHTY ACTS UPDATE
Year to Date through 03/20/16
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $850,613
Pledged to Date .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,641,010
ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year to Date through 03/20/16
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $297,214
Remaining Balance. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $278,786

March 13
Jesse Rodriguez

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
02/21
29
18
02/28
30
17
03/06
18
14
03/13
21
9
03/20
24
0

Adult
195
191
153
124
255

Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $123.60
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 10:50
11:00
02/21		 264
190
68
02/28		 245
190
69
03/06		 245
199
86
03/13		 173
198
63
03/20		 235
315
57

Total
522
504
530
454
607

Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn.  .  .  . 713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland.  .  . 713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black .  .  . 713.229.2917
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and Human Resources
Trinity Garrett.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937
Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962
Manager of Facilities
John Valdez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2905
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963
Ministry Administrative Assistant
Lisa Valdez.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2931
Host
Rollin Cattau.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.224.0684

SCHOOL/TLEC
832.301.3100
Head of School
Matthew Meier .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105
TLS Principal
Darrell Schepmann.  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3100

Congregational Work Day
May 7
All hands are needed on May 7 at
9:00 a.m. for a Congregational Work
Day. Come help us spruce up our
campus. Please bring paint brushes,
steel brushes, and portable vacuum
cleaners.
Lunch will be provided. RSVP to
Faye Faszholz at 713.723.1671.
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Early Childhood Co-Directors
Nadine Borgert.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3100
Mercedes Vargas Lemus . . 832.301.3100
Director of Extended Care
Tilita Sandoval .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2967

Joyfully sharing Christ’s
Saving Love With
All People Now!

APRIL 2016
Trinity Lutheran Church
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3

4

10

11

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern Worship (C)
12:00 PM 39 Club

17

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern Worship (C)
2:30 PM Organ Dedicatory Recital

5

6

7

12

13

14

8:30 AM Leadership
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Continuing
Education

10:00 AM LFL Crochet
Group

18

25

6:00 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting

8:30 AM Leadership
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
7:00 PM Women’s Club

19

8:30 AM Leadership
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Continuing
Education

26

8:30 AM Leadership
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
6:30 PM Kids Bible Time
Teachers Meeting
6:30 PM Health Cabinet
Meeting

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

20

9:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

27

9:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

21

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

28

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

MAY

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

24

Friday

7:30 AM Concordia University Principal
Exam

9:00 AM Great Marriage
Class

22

23
9:00 AM Great Marriage
Class

29

30

9:00 AM Great Marriage
Class
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline April 8th for articles to be published May 1, 2016. Submit
articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!

April Sermon Series: Stay Positive
It is so easy to drift into negativity. In fact, there is almost an epidemic of negativity in our world today. More
and more, people are looking for the downside as they look at things. Cynicism and pessimism may be the easy
choice, but they’re not the best choice. A person does not have to be negative nor does God desire that we live
our life like that.
The Sunday after Easter, April 3rd, is the start of a five-week sermon series called, “Stay Positive.” In this
series some very important and positive biblical qualities will be explored. Topics include: optimism, gratitude,
encouragement, enthusiasm, and confidence. We pray that through God’s Word in this series it will lead the
hearts and lives of those in worship to be positive.
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