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Washington Families,
There’s always a level of excitement and anticipation at the start of a new school year, especially when you are
part of a wonderful school community like that of Washington Elementary School! There is something special
about the work we do here, and I am thankful for the opportunity I have been given to continue working with the
teachers, staff, students, and families of this great community. Thanks to all of you who joined us for our Back to
School Open House on Monday, August 21st. We had a pretty good turnout in spite of the heavy rainfall, and our
amazing community partners at Atmos Energy didn’t let the wet conditions stop them from grilling for us. We are
fortunate to have the support of community partners to help us kick off the year!
Last year at this time, I began to communicate with our constituents about options being considered by our School
Board to address the structural issues throughout the district while facing significant limitations in available
funding. One of the options being considered at that time was closing Washington School. I personally didn’t like
this option and believed others in the community would feel the same, so we engaged the community in the
conversation. District administration and the Canon City School Board listened to the feedback provided by the
community and began to pursue solutions that would allow Washington to remain a neighborhood school and
decided to pursue grant funding (through the BEST Grant) to support the construction of a new Washington School
and a new Canon City Middle School. Although the BEST board recognized the need in our district, we were not
awarded the grant last spring. The school district is committed, however, to continuing its efforts to secure
funding for these projects, and on August 28th the Board of Education approved a resolution to place two
questions on this November’s election ballot!
One ballot question is for a mill levy override, asking the community to pay additional property taxes to support
basic operations (e.g. supplies, materials, equipment, and salaries). The second “bond” question is asking the
community for support in addressing the large scale projects (e.g. construction of new schools,
remodeling/upgrading facilities, etc.), which includes plans to build a new Washington School. The total cost to
taxpayers for each $100,000 of market home value should both questions be approved is $7.33 per month (mill
levy = $3.58/month; bond = $3.75/month), or $87.96 per year (mil levy = $43.00/year; bond = $45.00/year). Taxes
for the bond would not be collected unless the district was also able to secure funding through the BEST program.
If all funding is secured, the community would be receiving nearly $53 million worth of construction upgrades at a
cost of $18 million! Although I don’t like to think about the alternative, it is important to understand the whole
situation and the outcome of the voters’ decision. If the bond question fails, the Board of Education has
determined it would need to close a school, most likely Washington because of the more pressing structural
issues. Washington students would then be consolidated into other schools and the existing structure would be
vacated.
There is an abundant amount of information to consider as we approach the November election, so I encourage
you to take time between now and then to learn about the ballot questions. One source of information you may
choose to access is through canoncityschools.org, where you will find a link to the Superintendent’s weekly Echoes
from Canon newsletter, current and past issues. Of course, you are also welcome to contact me if you have any
questions regarding any school related topic!
Sincerely,

Brian Zamarripa, Principal
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2 - Picture Day and October Count Day
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Parent Portal Accounts
If you don’t have a Parent Portal account,
please set one up at your student’s school.
Parents who have a parent portal account have
access to their student’s grades, attendance,
etc. and an easier, quicker experience with
the ability to make household changes
throughout the year.

Attention Parents
If you did not receive a

2017-2018 Washington Handbook
at registration, please stop by the
office to pick one up!

Parents, be proactive. Decide to get
involved. Know that you can make a
difference. Now is your chance to be
part of the changes that will take
place with our school! Please step up
and be that parent who is involved in
making your child’s academic and
extra-curricular activities a success.
When we synergize (work together)
we can make things happen!
Our P.T.O. will be meeting on
Thursday, September 21st @ 6:00
P.M.

September Gifted
Education Fact #1
It is widely acknowledged that
giftedness is an inherent
attribute.
Although a few believe giftedness can
be achieved through nurturing, the
overwhelming consensus is that
giftedness is present at birth, an
inherited trait. Chances are very high
that one or both parents of a gifted
child, as well as siblings, are also gifted.
Approximately 2% of the population is
said to be gifted regardless of race,
culture or socioeconomic status. It is a
neurodiversity, which does not
discriminate.

Just a Reminder!
Book Fair News
Thank you, thank you to our families for
their support in making the Spring Book
Fair a great success! A special thanks to
our in-coming kindergarten families who
took the time to drop in. We
appreciated seeing you and having you
get the love of reading started with your
little ones. One thing I know we can
always depend on is a great turnout to
encourage our students to keep reading.
Thanks so much to all who participated!
Look for news of our upcoming fair this
fall!
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HELP US EARN MONEY FOR OUR SCHOOL EVERY TIME
YOU SHOP
Do you have a City Market savings card? Did you know that this generous company
donates funds to the local schools based on purchases made with their value
cards? By registering your value card, Washington students will benefit from the
earnings that will be donated directly to Washington Elementary. Please take a
moment to register your savings card at the site below:

https://www.citymarket.com/topic/city-market-community-rewards
If you have registered your value card in the past, it is necessary to re-visit the site
each year to update your account!
$ Remember every dollar counts! $

Thank you for supporting your students at
Washington Elementary School!

