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NEWS FROM
TROY SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT
Happy 2018! The New Year
is always filled with promise
and new beginnings and
this year we have some very
exciting plans in the works.
As you will read in this issue,
we will break ground on a new
Early Childhood Education
Center this spring, one that
Dr. Richard Machesky will allow us to serve more
students and offer enhanced
programming. But there is one aspect to the new
Center that we are equally enthusiastic about.
Four of the 26 classrooms in the new ECC
will be dedicated to students with special needs.
The beauty of the new facility means that these
students will be able to regularly collaborate and
learn alongside students in our general education
preschool programs. This opportunity for inclusion
benefits all students, as they learn from one another,
appreciating the unique talents and gifts that each
child brings. This is just the latest example of living
into our mission of “ensuring learning for ALL.”
We take the “all” in that statement very seriously
and are looking forward to our youngest students
continuing to share in that experience.
This belief isn’t the only thing that sets Troy
School District Early Childhood Learning apart.
Along with our new building, we are taking a new
approach to what makes a preschool “World Class.”
This means an investment in the development of
our teachers and our curriculum. We believe that
parents and students will be excited by our literacy
rich environment and pleased to know that our
preschool programs will be fully aligned with what
students are learning in our elementary schools and
beyond.
Finally, I want to extend a heartfelt “Thank
You” to everyone who donated and/or came to
participate in our 2018 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service with the City of Troy. This is the second year
we have re-imagined this event and again, we had
close to 1000 residents and guests in attendance
as we joined forces to make a positive impact on
the world around us, in the name of Dr. King. This
citywide Day of Service is a huge undertaking and it
would not be possible without the generosity of our
friends and neighbors. If you missed the chance to
participate this year, we invite you to be a part of it
next year. I am confident you will walk away inspired
by the energy and passion in the room. It is truly a
great way for the whole family to honor Dr. King’s
life and legacy.
This reminds us again that alone, we are but
one voice. Together we can accomplish anything.
World Class by 2020—The Best is Yet to Come!
Dr. Richard Machesky
Superintendent
Troy School District

IT’S TIME FOR CHARITY WEEK & ACTIVIST WEEK!
Last year, Athens
students raised more
than $155,000 during
Charity Week—can they
beat that total again? This
year’s efforts will benefit
Detroit Street Care, an
organization that provides medical care to
people who are homeless. AHS Charity Week
is February 7 – 16 with exciting fundraising
activities like a pancake breakfast, Mr.
Athens Pageant, parent cook-off, Carnival
Nite, Jail & Bail and more. Students can
purchase a “Charity Passport,” or pay to
attend each event. For more information,
how to participate and how to contribute,
please visit www.athens.troy.k12.mi.us.

Troy High’s Activist Week
will collect hygiene products
for more than 1,000 students
in two Flint Elementary
Schools. THS students will
hold restaurant fundraisers
every day, spirit days and
evening events that will raise both money
and awareness to the problems families are
still facing after the lead water crisis in Flint.
Toothpaste, baby wipes, hand sanitizer
and soap are just some of the items Troy
High will collect. Activist Week is February
5 – 9, ending with the annual “Snowcoming
Dance.” For more information, how to
participate or how to contribute, please
contact mriddock@troy.k12.mi.us.

2ND ANNUAL MLK DAY OF SERVICE A SUCCESS
Over 1,000 people from
Troy and the surrounding
areas converged on Athens
on Monday, Jan. 15 for
the 2nd annual “MLK Day
of Service,” hosted by
the Troy School District,
City of Troy, and the TSD
Superintendent
Student
Advisory Board.
The day began with a
short program on the life
and legacy of Dr. King and
then the group participated
in four key service projects:
assembling more than 200
care packages for troops
serving overseas, tying more than 300 blankets
for patients at local hospitals, packing
more than 500 warmth and hygiene kits for

homeless people on the streets of Detroit and
families living in local shelters and donating
blood to the American Red Cross.
Continued on page 4

New Early Childhood Center Planned
The Troy School District
is proud to announce the
development of a brand new Early
Childhood Education Center,
designed to serve hundreds of
students who will benefit from the
same world class education the
district offers in the K-12 system.

classrooms with natural light and
common spaces where multiple
classes can come together to
collaborate and share learning.
Plans include several outdoor play
areas as well as dedicated inside
space for students to run, jump
and play!

The new building, expected
to open in the fall of 2019, will
be constructed on property
the district owns behind the
Niles Center at 201 W. Square
Lake Road. It will include large

The entire facility is being
designed around the needs of a
3-to-5-year-old child, instead of
trying to retrofit classrooms meant
Continued on page 4
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Coming
to a Stage
Near You!
The Troy Theatre Ensemble (TTE) will
present, “The Addams Family,” a stage
and song version of the popular television
show, on March 16, 17, 23, & 24 at 7:00
pm and March 18 & 25 at 3:00 pm. The
box office will open on Feb. 8; tickets
are $15 for adults, $10 for students and
seniors and will be available online at
http://troytheatreensemble.seatyourself.
biz For more information see http://
ttensemble.weebly.com.
The Athens Theatre Company (ATC) will
present the musical comedy “Once Upon
A Mattress,” an adaptation of the Hans
Christian Anderson classic tale, “The
Princess and the Pea.” Performances
are March 9, 10, 11, 16 and 17 with a
student matinee on the 19th. Tickets
are $15 for adults, $10 for students, $5
for seniors. To reserve tickets, please
call 248.823.2923. For more information,
visit
http://athenstheatrecompany.
weebly.com.

Larson Maker Space a Hit with Students
Imagine if there were dedicated spaces
just for inventing and innovating, available
to some of the great historical minds such
as Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison,
Leonardo da Vinci or Henry Ford. Would we
have had automobiles sooner? Understood
complicated medical principles better?
Stopped trying to read in the dark? Said
“Hello, Watson” before the end of the 19th
century?
The inventors and innovators of tomorrow
are students in our schools and classrooms
today, and the Troy School District is
pioneering the think tanks of the future. They
are called “Maker Spaces,” or “Innovation
Incubators,” where you throw the desks out of
a classroom, replace them with collaborative
seating, and provide the space for students to
let their imaginations run wild. At Larson Middle
School, “We had a few areas of our building
that were not being utilized, so we scrapped
the cubicle and desk furniture, and looked at
the space like a blank canvas,” said Larson
Principal Joe Duda. “And we found that when
you removed the physical constriction and
added movement, you transformed learning.”
The result was classrooms that have
different functions in the creative process:
Comfort Zone--Couches and collaborative
seating that encourages interaction between

the students.

Practical Zone--Where they

start to formulate solutions to problems,
and map out and formulate their ideas; and
Construction Zone--A shop-like setting that
includes tools, computers and high tables that
allow kids to move around and work on their
feet. All three spaces have been updated with
modern furniture, smartboards and bright,
engaging colors.
Any teacher at Larson can “sign out” the
Maker Spaces, if they feel their students could
benefit from the different learning environment
for a specific lesson. Seventh grade English
teacher Jennifer Rogers says, “This space
Continued on page 3

SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: ‘EVERYDAY LEADERS’
VOLUNTEER TO HAVE STUDENTS “SHOP WITH A HERO”
On December 18th the staff at Morse
Elementary were “Everyday Leaders” in the
second annual “Shop with a Hero” event. 25
staff members volunteered their time to take 17
of their most vulnerable students out for a night
of holiday shopping and fun. Funded by private
donations, each student was provided with
$100 to spend on gifts for family and friends at
the Royal Oak Meijer, with a Morse staff member
along to help with shopping and wrapping.
“We were so happy to receive so much
support from generous individuals and service
groups, who reached out to help our students
at the holidays, said Morse principal Stephanie
Zendler. “When the Oakland County “Shop

with a Cop” program ended, our staff
couldn’t bear the idea that some of our
students would not have the opportunity
to experience the
gift-giving spirit of
the season, so we
decided to take
over the mission
ourselves.” Morse’s
staff engaged the
community
to
gather
donations
from
private
sponsors
and
planned this very

special event.
The simple act of
offering a student the
chance to engage in
the holiday spirit by
having the chance to
purchase a small gift
for members of their
family and something
for
themselves
brightens the season
for all of our students,
and in particular those
Continued on page 10

BEMIS PENTATHALON STUDENTS: GOING FOR THE GOLD
Just
because
the
final bell rings, doesn’t
mean the learning stops
at Bemis Elementary. The
staff at Bemis is focused
on attending to the social,
emotional and physical wellbeing of all our students, and

not just within the regular
classroom. “The TSD goal is
for 100% of our students to
have at least one meaningful
connection to an activity
or club that transforms
their
daily
educational
experience,” said Bemis

principal Jeremey Whan.
To meet that benchmark, Bemis’ approach
has been to partner with the parent and
teacher community to offer many different
after-school S.T.E.M, Performing Arts and
Social/Emotional activities and experiences.
Currently, there are approximately 250 parent
Continued on page 10
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WASS WOLVES LEARN KINDNESS
Every month, Wass Elementary School holds a
monthly character program called, “Wass Wolves.”
In November, the lesson centered on the theme: “be
more kind.”
To demonstrate how people could choose to
“be more kind” in our world, each student brought
a parent to the lesson with them as they read R.J.
Palacio’s picture book, “We’re All Wonders.” All
students also had the optional extended activity to
see the movie Wonder, currently in theaters. “What
a great movie, with a good ending, that taught
people to see past others’ differences. I’m so glad
I got to see it with my classmates,” said 5th grader
Jason Bouna.
The beauty of the Wolf Pack program, though,
is that it transcends grade levels. Wolf Packs are
student groups consisting of 3 students from
every grade level who stay together for all 6 years,
with the same teacher. Each month, one day is
dedicated to Wolf Pack activities, focusing on core
values and a positive and consistent character
education topic. Former Wolf Pack lessons have
included Responsibility, Respect, Integrity, and
Perseverance. They have also covered anti-bullying
strategies, kindness lessons, digital citizenship,
reading for enjoyment, math problem strategies,
and team building exercises. “It is a great way to
develop consistent expectations and norms for
student behavior and learning throughout our school

community,” said Wass principal Matt Jansen.
“We have 22 Wolf Packs at Wass,” continued
Jansen.
The character education committee
develops a monthly lesson for all 430 students.”
Fourth and fifth graders take on leadership roles in

Parents are an important part of the Wass
Wolves’ Way, and are kept updated on Pack
Progress. “My kindergartner started coming home
and talking about ‘perseverance,’ and what that
meant to her at school,” said parent Jessica Blake.
“She also talked about ‘choosing kindness,’ and
these are just not concepts you’d expect a fiveyear-old to grasp. I wonder what her class will look
like as 5th graders and beyond, if we are starting
these important lessons so early.” But that’s the
idea. “I truly believe we need more kindness and
acceptance in our world,” said Jansen. “Wass
students know what it means to #BeWassKind and
accept others for the unique Wonders that they
are. If we give them this foundation as elementary
students, we believe they will continue to grow into
great citizens and successful learners.”

the packs. They become friends, role models and
the best teachers. Oftentimes, they will be paired
with kindergarten and first graders during Wolf
Pack activities and they always walk the younger
students back to class after the Wolf Pack lesson
is finished. “Watching these students grow into
leaders throughout the years is very inspiring for
both students and teachers alike,” continued
Jansen.

Larson Maker Space a Hit with Students
from page 2

allows the students more flexibility when it
comes to small group work and also the ability
to have space to spread out.” Seventh grader
Justin Anton agrees, “When we get to leave
our classroom and spend time in a different
space, we think differently. We get to work
with different classmates. It’s fun.”

Larson currently has two formal classes
during the school day that occupies their
Maker Spaces: Innovation Incubator, and
Applied Engineering (soon to be renamed

Innovation Launch). “The Innovation Incubator
class is where ideas generate, like Shark Tank,
conceptualizing and pitching a product idea,”
said Duda.
“Applied Engineering is where those ideas
take shape. Where our outdated woodshop
once held old-fashioned tools, cardboard
boxes and duct tape, we reimagined that space and made
it a place where our students can
pursue passions, be creative, and
use their hands…and laptops,
smartboards and 3D printers,” said
teacher Jason Fawcett. “We now
have real world tools that fit 21st
century learning and solve real
world problems.”
“Hands-on activity changes
the way you evaluate learning,
it becomes a more authentic
process,” said Duda. Funding for
this project was provided in part by
a grant from the Troy Foundation
for Educational Excellence. “As
our students go from middle to high school,
there is more focus on collaborative teamwork
skills,” concluded Duda. “We are preparing
them for the next level and beyond.”

Troy High School Senior Quinn Favret
has been chosen as a delegate for the
prestigious 2018 U.S. Senate Youth
Program. Favret was selected as one
of only two students across the state to
represent Michigan during an all-expense
paid trip to Washington D.C. March 3 –
10, 2018. He will also receive a $10,000
scholarship.
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from page 1

2ND ANNUAL MLK DAY OF SERVICE A SUCCESS

Many people made the day a family affair
and stayed for the duration of the event.
Parents were proud to help their children
realize the importance of giving back. Said
mom Anna Marina, “This is the second time
we’ve come to this event. I love the idea of a
family day of service, and of parents leading
by example to their kids.” Troy mom Martha
Nelson helped pack up the care packages for
the troops. She has two sons who graduated
from Athens, who are currently serving in the
military in Afghanistan and New York. “I know
the soldiers will be excited to see all this stuff.
It lets them know of all of the people who are
thinking about them.”

New Early Childhood Center Planned
from page 1

for older students. This means we can plan the
building around our curriculum and create spaces
that will facilitate a literacy-rich environment with
developmentally appropriate learning and plenty
of room to explore. What’s more—it will allow
us to offer a high-quality preschool experience
to significantly more students, children who now
enter kindergarten without the benefit of a great
early learning experience.
Most importantly, this new Early Childhood
Education Center marks a turning point for
preschool in the Troy School District. In August,
the District made “Investing in the Learning of
Pre-Kindergarten Students” one of its four key
characteristics of a world class school district.
This important development means much more
than the construction of a building. Making early
learning a top priority means the District is taking
a comprehensive look at the programs we now
offer—and how they can be made even better.

Teachers, administrators and curriculum
specialists have worked diligently in two important
areas. First, the TSD preschool curriculum—which
has always been an excellent learning program

transition. Second, the District is investing in the
professional development of preschool teachers,
offering additional training in literacy and other
content areas, as well as inviting them to participate
alongside K-2 teachers as team members, where
curriculum is developed and ambitious outcomes
are determined at every grade level.
This is a very exciting time for Early Childhood
Learning in Troy. As we move forward, there will be
opportunities for the public to tour the facility and
learn more about our world class early learning.
Stay tuned for more updates as the journey
unfolds!

for students—is being reimagined to fully align
with the district’s K-12 curriculum. This means a
student who attends a TSD preschool will move
seamlessly into Kindergarten, with the skills and
background to make an easy and successful

Interested in TSD Preschool for the
upcoming 2018-19 school year?
We have half and full day programs
available in designated elementary
schools and our Niles Center.
Call 248-823-5100 for registration
information or www.troyceonline.com

www.troy.k12.mi.us
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Kindergarten Enrollment is just around the corner!
Spring is coming, and with that, it is time
to begin preparing for the 2018-2019 school
year and the excitement that comes for our new
kindergarten students.

is committed to providing the best resources
available to prepare your student for their future!

The first step to the enrollment process is
to call the attendance area elementary building
your child will be attending and have the
student added to their kindergarten list. Once
on the list, an enrollment packet to guide you
through the entire process will be sent via US
Mail to your home. If you live at an apartment
building or are unsure of your attendance area
building, please call Central Enrollment at 248823-4002 or 248-823-4004, and they will be
happy to assist you.
At the end of January and through the
month of February, the Central Enrollment Staff
will begin meeting with all incoming kindergarten
parents to complete the process. For more
information, please visit the Troy School District
website to review “New Student Enrollment”
policies which is accessible on the home page
at www.troy.k12.mi.us.
We look forward to working with each of you
and becoming an integral part of your child’s
educational journey. The Troy School District

SCHOOLS & BUSINESS EXPLORE
EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

In December, members of the Troy Chamber of
Commerce were invited to an interactive seminar
led by TSD Director of Student
Growth, Equity, and Accountability
Jennifer Gottlieb, to explore ways
to work with our students and
schools.
Leaders from Stage
Nature Center, Stars & Stripes
Crossfit, T&I Credit Union, Troy
Historical Village, Stage Nature
Center, Kelly Services, Troy Public
Library and Education Planning
Resources were in attendance and
got right down to business in small
group discussions focusing on the
6 Cs of Deep Learning: Creativity,
Communication,
Citizenship,
Critical Thinking, Character and
Collaboration.
In this case, creativity wasn’t
necessarily about a talent in art
or music—the group was charged
to look at creativity as having an
“entrepreneurial eye” for economic
and social opportunities, asking the right questions
to generate new ideas and developing leadership to
turn those ideas into action.

Early Education for All
Happy New Year! Hard to
believe our school year is
already half over, but all
buildings are in full swing as
the second semester begins.
In our October column, we
shared some examples of
Board governance actions
Karl Schmidt
that were designed to
support the Troy School District’s quest to become
“World Class by 2020.” In light of a vote taken by
the Board in our December meeting, I am happy to
share some more detail about our decision to build
a new Early Childhood Education Center, slated to
open in fall of 2019.

Do you have a child in your home who
is looking forward to kindergarten and will
be five years old on or before September 1,
2018? If so, there are a few steps to begin
their enrollment process and ensure they are
ready to go in the Fall.

In an effort to give students the opportunity to
connect their learning to real-world experiences,
the Troy School District is looking for experts in our
community to serve as partners for student projects.

NEWS FROM
SCHOOL BOARD CORNER

Business leaders stressed the importance of the
other “Cs” as well. Cynthia Carey of Kelly Services
offered this advice, “The earlier students can start
learning to collaborate, the better they become at it,
and they will see the benefits.”
“Character helps people to persevere, learn
from mistakes, and get
back up. Making mistakes
is a part of learning,” said
Tom Krent of Education
Planning Resources. Melissa
Szkola, owner of Stars and
Stripes
Crossfit
added,
“Communication
is
an
important piece of a person’s
development, and shapes
everything we do. Technology
is a catch-22, students today
know so much about social
media, they need coaching in
having conversations, using
proper language.”
This meeting was a
first step. The District will
now keep a running list of
interested organizations to
leverage as students develop
ideas. Gottlieb summed up
the day by saying “Our school community has much
to learn from our business community, and we are
very excited about these potential partnerships.”

We are very excited about this new state-of-theart facility for a number of reasons. Great early
education drives high literacy rates, especially for
high-risk kids such as those coming from lowincome and homes where English is not the primary
spoken language—and early education is also
seven times cheaper than providing educational
supports for these kids in later years. For the
past several years we have tracked our incoming
kindergarteners, and we continue to see that our
highest-risk kids are much less likely to enter our
District with the benefit of a high-quality pre-school
experience. Our Assistant Superintendent for
Pre-K through 5th Grade, Kris Griffor, has tirelessly
fought for Federal and State funding sources to
close this educational gap for our most vulnerable
little ones. In the past three years her work has
allowed us to expand our Great Start Pre-School
programs to include as many pre-school classes
as we can accommodate in our current buildings.
Unfortunately, we have no more capacity in existing
buildings to close this early education gap in our
community. Further to solve the problem, a new
facility is needed.
The new ECEC will provide the TSD with 26 new
classrooms specifically designed for early learners,
with an emphasis on natural light, flexible learning
environments, and features that will minimize the
building’s long-term operating costs. The ECEC
will provide space for 600 pre-schoolers, closing
our present need gap and freeing up badly needed
elementary instructional space at our current
elementary buildings (which are currently operating
at 95% or more capacity). In December the
board approved funding for the building, and we
anticipate construction behind our Niles Building
site on Square Lake Road to begin late spring.
More than half of the building cost for the ECEC
will be covered by the sale of vacant District land
in other parts of the city, with the remaining cost
to be covered by revenue from pre-school tuition
from non-grant funded parents who will choose
the ECEC’s authentic literacy focus and seamless
integration with the Troy School District’s elementary
curriculum over other pre-school options.
The Board is very excited about this additional
educational resource and grateful for the continued
support we receive from our community as we
build our world-class system. We will continue to
share news as construction progresses!

www.troy.k12.mi.us
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Elementary Learners
Barnard:

Barnard students host an International
Fashion Show to celebrate diversity

Morse:

Ronald McDonald visits Morse, talks
about “everyday leadership”

Schroeder:

Schroeder 5th graders dissect cow
hearts with Boulan 6th graders

Troy Union:

Troy Union teachers use the
Making Meaning Routine to
define “friendship”

Hill:

3rd Grade Hill scouts thank Troy Mayor and
City Council for protecting our trees and wildlife

Leonard:

Leonard students collected 400 books
for 3 outdoor lending libraries

www.troy.k12.mi.us
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at Work and Play
Bemis:

Bemis students prepare for Math
Pentathalon at weekly practice

Martell:

Martel students exercise by
having fun in the snow

Hamilton:

Hamilton students participate in
a Pancake Performance Task

Wass:

Wass students view the movie “Wonder,”
as part of their Wass Wolves’ Way
character education “Be More Kind”

Wattles:

Wattles 1st graders learning how to
use new iPad apps like Seesaw and
Epic with 4th grade buddies

Costello:

Science Alive visits
Costello and brings some
fun friends

www.troy.k12.mi.us
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S

tudents Giving Back

TCCHS:
Christmas Coin Wars raised $650 for Variety:
The Children’s Charity, to provide assistance to
underserved children with cognitive or physical
challenges.

Athens:
Athens Project Lead students collected
donations to make Build-a-Bears for delivery
to the Children’s Hospital of Michigan, and
facilitated a “Coats for the Cold” drive. In early
December, Student Congress organized a
blood drive with the Red Cross, and collected
over 2,000 food items for families in conjunction
with the Troy Police Department.

December; in January
they donated items for
our military. Our PTO has
challenged students to
find ways to make personal sacrifices in order
to work for the common
good, which is one of the
three character anchors
at Wattles.

Larson:
For the 11th year, band students have hosted
a Salvation Army Kettle at their Winter Band
Concert, soliciting donations as small groups
of band members play Christmas Carols
during intermission. This year, they broke their
record at $854.19!!!!

Boulan Park:

Troy High:
Students cared for
Troy families in need
by collecting new
toys, hats, gloves,
scarves, blankets, and
hygiene/cleaning supplies for the Troy Police Department, and canned/boxed goods for
the food pantry at St. Anastasia’s through the
Troy People Concerned.

Wattles:
Winter wear was collected in November; placemats for Meals on Wheels were made in

Connector’s Club collected over 600 pounds
of food for Gleaner’s, and 36 club members
volunteered their time at the center to sort
food and work on 5,000 information flyers for
their organization. Student Government collected over 600 winter coats, adult and children sizes.

Troy High School hosted the 3rd
annual school-wide Dodgeball
tournament for charity, with
proceeds going towards Mental
Health Awareness. 525 students
participated in the single elimination
tournament—with the seniors
besting the teacher team--and
raised over $20,000 for local mental
health facilities and education.

Baker:
Students collected over 8,000 items of food before the December break for the Bridge the Gap
weekend food program at a local elementary.
This program provides food to help families
over the weekends and breaks when students
do not have access to breakfast and lunch at
school.

www.troy.k12.mi.us

Troy School District, Winter 2018 — 9

Troy Community – Building a Team Culture
Troy students know all about excelling in the
academic arena, but not everyone experiences
traditional team sports. Two parents at Wattles
and Morse saw an opportunity, and wanted to
create an introductory sports program at the
elementary level. The result was a one-day
basketball clinic at the Troy Boys and Girls Club,
assisted by current high school varsity athletes
Portia Chana (‘20 IA East), Shayna Landess (‘20
Athens), Nina Mazzenga (‘19 Athens), and Caylee
Rogers (‘19 Athens).

see them going from reserved observers, not
talking to anyone, into enthusiastic teammates-laughing, helping, and encouraging each other.”
The teamwork and skills the students learned
were all about basketball, but could easily be
applied to work in the classroom. “We place

What happens when the Michigan State Lottery
teams up with MSU coach Tom Izzo, to find
and recognize the top teachers in the State?
A state-wide hunt to discover the best and
brightest the profession has to offer.
The MSL and ABC television affiliates launched
the Excellence in Education Awards, looking
for K-12 public school teachers and staff who
are making a significant impact in the lives of
their students. They are evaluated based on
their performance in the following key areas:
Excellence, Dedication, Inspiration, Leadership
and Effectiveness.

“The kids were quiet at first, not sure of how
the day would go,” said parent co-organizer
Pamma Chana. “But the instructors started them
with a game where the coaches competed against
the kids—it was actually a warm-up exercise to
get the kids moving and running, but they didn’t
see it that way, because they were having fun.”
The group learned basic skills, team dynamics
and other basketball techniques. Each player
had a ball, and as the day went on, the better they
performed. “Most of the students didn’t know
one another prior to the clinic, but they definitely
enjoyed playing together,” said clinic coach, 2008
Athens graduate and current AHS Varsity girls
basketball coach Kelly Bruggeman. “You could

THS Spanish Teacher Loni
Vargas Receives Award

such a high value on academic performance,”
said parent co-organizer, Janet Yang. “But team
sports are important, too, allowing our students to
exercise, feel good about themselves, and create
bonds with other students they may otherwise
not meet.”

That search came to Troy High School, where
Spanish teacher Loni Vargas was nominated
by a parent in the community. Out of over 500
nominees, Vargas was one of 34 selected for
weekly awards, including a $1,500 cash prize
and a $500 grant for his or her school. Vargas
plans to use her classroom grant to take her
students to view a movie in Spanish, and to an
authentic Spanish restaurant to experience the
culture they’ve been learning about.

Troy College & Career High School Offers
Dual Enrollment
What is Dual Enrollment? Dual enrollment
means earning college credit while taking specific
high school classes. And Troy’s College & Career

who already had challenges in high school will have
added support when they step into the college
arena.
Students first take ‘College Preparation’
class at TCCHS, and then once enrolled in classes,
they take ‘College Seminar’ at TCCHS concurrently
with their college classes.
“In College Seminar, students receive personal
assistance with: time management and class
organization, content areas, essay writing, study and
test-taking, educational career planning, learning
how to apply for scholarships, monitoring of grades,
and much more. Additionally, collaboration with
their peers allows students to appreciate a totally
supportive environment for academic achievement!”
said Susan Flewelling, College Seminar teacher.
Currently, 33 students are dual enrolled at Oakland,
Macomb, and Washtenaw Community Colleges

High School is leveraging Dual Enrollment to prepare
its students for success in the classroom, college,
the workplace, and beyond.

Vargas feels ready for her closeup; as part
of her award acceptance is the opportunity
to appear in a segment on Channel 7’s (ABC
Detroit, WXYZ) 5 pm news, on February 26.

Today, 75% of TCCHS students are taking
college classes or preparing to take them and
receiving support to ready them for the transition.
“Not all students have to take college classes,
but we want all our students to graduate with the
understanding that they know all future steps, so
that they are prepared to become a college student
later, if they choose to,” said principal of TCCHS,
Deb MacDonald-Linford. “Our focus is not only on
earning a diploma, but also college and formalized
training.”
The immediate benefits of dual enrollment are
obvious--earning college credit while still in high
school is a great way to save time and money--but
the long-term benefits are just as important. Those

“This is the most amazing reward I have
ever experienced thus far in my teaching career,”
said Vargas. “I feel extremely honored to be
considered, as there are MANY Troy educators
in our district that are equally deserving.” Troy
High School Assistant Principal Melissa Curth
agreed, “Loni is a highly effective Spanish
teacher, who has a passion for teaching and
ensures learning for all of her students. She
is well deserving of the award, and makes
everyone in our building proud!”

for Winter 2018 semester. “Eighty to 85% of our
graduates continue with an educational course,
whether it be a two or four-year program or
specialized training,” concluded Flewelling.

If you or someone you know may
be interested in TCCHS and dual
enrollment, please contact Deb
MacDonald Linford
at (248) 823-5156 or
dmacdonald@troy.k12.mi.us

www.troy.k12.mi.us
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BEMIS PENTATHALON STUDENTS: GOING FOR THE GOLD
from page 2

coaches and Bemis teachers helping with after-school S.T.E.M.
teams in Math Pentathalon, Science Olympiad, Math Olympiad,
Math Camp Club, and Robotics. The Pentathalon group began
four years ago, and has grown exponentially, as more kids hear
about it. “With 100 kids now in our Math Pentathalon program, we
have 100 parent volunteers,” said parent coordinator Sree Guna.
“It really does take that many parents to run all of the games we
play each week, in three different age groups: K-1, 2-3, 4-5,”
Guna continued.
The games are all logic-based, with hands-on manipulatables
like dice and dominoes.
The kids don’t even realize
they are learning, because
they are having fun. “You
can tell their outlook on
math
changes,”
said
2nd grade teacher and
activity sponsor Stephanie
Pilarski. “To them, these
are games. What they are
really learning are skills in
critical thinking, problem
solving, collaboration, time

management, and leadership.
These students are ready for
middle school and their next
step.”
That next step might
be
regional
Pentathalon
competitions
in
nearby
Ohio and Indiana. In 2016,
the Bemis team took the
bronze medal in the Midwest
competition, won the silver in
2017 and this year’s students
have their eye on Pentathalon
Gold. “I really look forward to going to the regional competitions.
We have to work hard and practice, but it’s an exciting and fun
time I get to spend with my math friends,” said 5th grade student
Vanshika Talanki.
“Overall, we have approximately 80% (over 400) of our students
connecting to an engaging experience that occurs before or after
school,” concluded Whan. “We are excited about our growth and
we look forward to seeing our students, parents and teachers work
together to create wonderful experiences that extends our students
learning.”

SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF: ‘EVERYDAY LEADERS’
VOLUNTEER TO HAVE STUDENTS “SHOP WITH A HERO”
from page 2

most at risk. Veteran first grade teacher and
“Everyday Leader” Marie Woodman agreed:
“It’s pretty incredible to go spend time with
these kids who are genuinely excited to shop
for their families! I love being part of such a
special way to help a family’s holiday be less
stressful and more exciting.”
The evening ended with a pizza party and
cake celebration for all involved, and sent the
students out on their way to celebrate the
season on a positive and cheerful note. “For
our staff—our heroes--I think it did the same,”
concluded Zendler. “To see children feel really
good about themselves is something that we
work for every day.”

Troy School District is a Top Workplace

The Troy School District has been named a
2017 Top Workplace by The Detroit Free Press. This
honor is based solely on the results of employee
feedback surveys which measure workplace culture,
looking at things like connection to the mission of the
organization, alignment of purpose and execution of
goals, to name a few.
To be a Top Workplace, organizations must meet
strict standards for organizational health. And who
better to ask about work life than the people who
live the culture every day—the employees. “Time
and time again, our research has proven that what’s
most important to them is a strong belief in where the

organization is headed, how it’s going to get there, and
the feeling that everyone is in it together,” said Doug
Claffey, CEO of WorkplaceDynamics, the research firm
that conducted the surveys. TSD shares this distinction
with only 34 other businesses in the Large Company
category, such as GM, Kelly Services, Quicken Loans
and Domino’s Pizza.
Employees of the Troy School District reported
feeling connected to the district’s mission of ensuring
learning for all and said they believe they are an
integral part of the goal to become a World Class
School District by the year 2020. Boulan Park Middle
School Social Studies teacher Michelle Slaviero feels
teachers are truly supported in this district, and are
given the ability to be as flexible and creative as they
see fit in teaching their students. “We don’t have just a
district or a workplace, we have a family here,” Slaviero
continued. “I would not be the teacher I am today

without the support and encouragement I receive from
everyone I encounter. We challenge one another to be
the best teachers we can be.”
“When we set out on our journey to benchmarking
ourselves against the best schools in the world,’ said
Superintendent Rich Machesky, “We knew that our
people would be the key to reaching that goal. We are
very proud to be named a ‘Top Workplace’ and want to
thank our employees for this honor because we know
that the Troy School District is such a special place
because of the dedication and passion of people who
work here.
“The commitment of our staff to every one of
the students who walks through our doors creates
an atmosphere that makes us all want to do better.
Our culture is a reflection of the world class teachers,
administrators and support staff who dedicate their
lives to educating children in Troy.”

www.troy.k12.mi.us
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WHO IS THE TROY FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE?
Since 1988, the Troy Foundation for Educational
Excellence has provided over $800,000 in teacher grants
to support innovative projects in every school in the Troy
School District. The TFEE is a non-profit organization,
run entirely by volunteers, that brings together resources
from the community to fund opportunities to enrich deep
learning for students.
To accomplish this mission, various events and
fundraisers are held throughout the year, including TFEE
Night with the Pistons and Barnes & Noble Book Fairs,
where proceeds from ticket sales or books purchased
go to the TFEE’s grant program. Their big fundraiser is
the annual Golf Classic, held each June at Sanctuary
Lake Golf Course. The Golf Classic is named in honor
of Tony Spagnola, a Troy School Board member for 16
years as well as a Trustee for the Foundation.
Each year, Troy teachers submit grant applications
for consideration by the TFEE. Through these grants,
teachers connect their students to learning in extra and exciting ways. “We are
very pleased to support the teachers in Troy who have outstanding ideas for
engaging their students beyond normal school funding. Our grants provide staff

the ability to go one step further in enriching their students’
classroom experiences,” said TFEE Trustee and Grant Chair
John Stindt. “We recognize that Strong Schools = Strong
Communities,” agreed TFEE President Julie McClure.
For the 2017-18 school year, the TFEE has awarded 107
teacher grants, totaling over $46,000. All schools in the district
received at least one award, for projects such as the “5th
Grade Cow Heart Dissection” at Schroeder Elementary School,
Makerspaces at Larson Middle School, new I-pad programs for
“Success through Smart Music” at Baker Middle School and
a special award to TFEE Innovator of the Year, Troy College &
Career High School teacher Renee Boogren. Boogren submitted
a proposal on Astronomy NGSS, or Next Generation Science
Standards. “NGSS is a way of active learning that replaces the
concept of rote memorization by teaching students to think like
scientists,” said Boogren. “By learning this way, they have a
greater chance of seeking a career in the sciences. I’m grateful
to the TFEE for funding many of my projects, and I plan to use the
grant to purchase materials for my Astronomy class.”
To read the entire list of grants and for more information about the
TFEE, please see: http://www.troyfoundation.org.

TROY SPORTS NEWS
AHS/THS FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP
This fall season was full of highlights for
Troy School District athletic teams. At Athens,
Gabe Brown, a freshman number one singles
player on the Athens Boys Tennis team, was
named First Team All-State, a first for the AHS
program. The netters also finished the season

3 – 1 record and were ranked number 3 in the
State of Michigan. The AHS Girls Golf team
finished the season strong and Shikha Jha
was named All State for the fourth season in
a row. Athens Cheer team hosted their 3rd
annual Athens Cheer Invitational and placed
an impressive 1st, out of over 40 teams in
attendance. Overall the Red Hawks battled
and played hard in each and every competition
that that they faced.
2017 Fall Sports had one of the most Steve Forman, Brennan Cimpeanu, Marvin
successful seasons in Troy High history. Jiang and Charlie Peng were State Champs
THS Girls Cross Country Team won several and Steve Forman won best male High School
tournaments in Regional and State contests, Player in the State of Michigan as “Mr. Tennis.”
culminating in being named 2017 MHSSA Girls Volleyball won the District Championship.
Division 1 State Champions, the second Girls Swim and Boys United Polo Team had
title for the team and the first since 1993. very strong fall seasons as well.
Boys Cross Country were
League Champs, took 2nd
in Regionals and qualified
for the State Meet. THS
Football team went 6-3
to qualify for the playoffs
School
Sport
for the first time since Name
Athens
Tennis
2009. Girls Golf finished Gabe Brown, 2021
Troy HS
Tennis
in 4th place in Regionals Brennan Cimpeanu, 2020
and Coach John Getzan Darius Feier, 2018
Troy HS
Boys Soccer
was selected to the Golf Steve Forman, 2018
Troy HS
Tennis
Coaches Hall of Fame. Spencer Liu, 2018
Troy HS
Tennis
Boys Soccer were District
Joseph Mason, 2018
Troy HS
Boys Soccer
and Regional Champs,
Troy HS
Volleyball
and were Division 1 Jessica Robinson, 2019
Troy HS
Tennis
Academic All State. Boys Michael Song, 2019
Athens
Boys Soccer
Cole
Valentine,
2018
Tennis
were
Regional
Troy HS
Cross Country
Champs and Runners-Up Megan Worrel, 2018
in the State Tournament.

Congratulations to our Fall
All State Athletes

in school record 11th place at the State Finals.
The Red Hawk Boys Soccer team completed
a remarkable regular season compiling a 15 –
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DISTRICT ROUND UP
Barnard:

Morse:

4th graders hosted an International Fashion
Show with a parade of world flags, students
modeling traditional clothing from their native
cultures, and a performance of songs and
dances celebrating diversity for all.

Ronald McDonald came for a visit and taught
our students about “Everyday Leadership”
and how being a leader at school for ourselves and in our community as learners is
the path to success!

Bemis:
Over 250 families celebrated reading at the
annual PTO Scholastic Book Fair. Teachers
read aloud to families while they enjoyed
sipping on coffee and hot chocolate. Families
also enjoyed purchasing amazing books for
their children.

Costello:
5th-graders completed a unit of study on
Journalism by creating their own newspapers. Students conducted interviews, took
photographs, edited the articles, and showcased their creativity. A beautiful example of
writing for an authentic purpose!

Hamilton:
Students participated in a science pilot and
Pancake Performance Task. They were given
4 ingredients to identify and track based
on how their mass changed and particles
evaporated over time. As students conducted
experiments, parents cooked “real” pancakes to eat.

Hill:
Hill opened its doors on 9/3/1967, when Forsyth was a dirt road, surrounded by cornfields
and crowing roosters. We celebrated with the
community at our 50th Anniversary Sock Hop
& Ice Cream Social!

Leonard:
A former Leonard student and current Troy
High Eagle Scout built 3 Lending libraries in
Leonard neighborhoods to serve the community for his leadership project. Leonard students donated 400 books to get the libraries
started.

Martell:
Martell students teamed up to build snow
forts on one of our snowy December days
before the break, reminding us how playing outside is not only fun but also a great
healthy workout, which is always emphasized
in TSD’s Elementary PE Program.

Schroeder:
5th graders dissected actual cow hearts to
conclude their study on the human body, led
by a team of 6th grade students from BPMS
in a collaborative effort. This unique learning
opportunity was funded in part by a grant
from the TFEE.

Troy Union
Dr. Ron Ritchhart (author of Making Thinking
Visible and Creating Cultures of Thinking)
worked with the TU staff in grade level cohorts to plan on the spot and execute lessons
that promote high levels of critical thinking.

Wass:
Wass Elementary partnered with Cranbrook
Science to deepen STEM learning for students by hosting a Family Science Night for
300 students and their parents. Families
had the opportunity to perform 14 different
science learning activities together.

Wattles:
The Troy Community Coalition provided a presentation entitled “Choose Wisely” to Wattles
4th graders; the Troy Police Department delivered a presentation entitled “Got Caught,”
and doctors from Beaumont presented on
“Tar Wars” to our 5th grade students. The
Troy Fire Department also shared their expertise with our students in Grades 1, 3, and 5
on fire safety.

Baker Middle:
Positive Acts Win at Baker! Students can
earn PAW tickets from teachers and staff for
showing respect, responsibility, safety, and
kindness. These tickets can be exchanged
for a treat or entered in a monthly lunchtime
raffle for prizes, funded by the Baker PTO.

Boulan Middle:
Clubs are King at BPMS! After-school clubs
include service activities like Club Green,
Connectors, Peer Mentors; fun clubs like

Coding Club, Craft Club, Euchre Club, and
School Play; competitive clubs like Quiz Bowl
and Science Olympiad; and many intramural
sports clubs and teams.

Larson Middle:
LMS is very proud of our 7 Robotics teams
in competition during the past few months.
At the State Tournament, the “Robo Rebels”
Alliance took second place and will now
advance to participate in the FIRST Super Regionals in Cedar Rapids, Iowa March 15-17,
2018. Way to go!

Smith Middle
On “TED Talk Tuesdays” students view TED
Talks on topics like personal growth, success
habits, kindness. They take notes during video, do a Turn & Talk to discuss what they saw,
write either an argument (agree/disagree), informational (summary), or narrative (personal
connection) and share with their classmates.

Athens:
Five Athens students won 1st place in the US
for the National High School Biology Scholarship competition, which consists of a series
of online quizzes from Common Knowledge
Scholarship Foundation that tests their speed
and knowledge of several topics in Biology.

IA East:
IAE’s Indian American Student Association
(IASA) hosted their annual dance show at Athens HS in cooperation with IA Okma (Bl. Hills.)
The 1200+ people in attendance enjoyed
dances by nearly 400 students in the styles of
Bhangra, Raas, Garba, and Bollywood.

Troy College & Career:
TC&CHS partnered with career specialists
Troy Michigan Works! for exploration sessions. Students learned about apprenticeships, trade and technical training, and other
post-secondary options.

Troy High:
On a cold December morning, all 2037 students at THS received personal, handwritten
messages of support and encouragement
from one of 135 THS Staff as part of THS’ One
Colt Hands Activity “Positivity Project.”

