Montour School District
Montour participates in first-ever Pittsburgh Maker Faire
Montour joined tinkerers, hobbyists, inventors, entrepreneurs, educators and
engineers for Pittsburgh’s first-ever large-scale Maker Faire on Oct. 10-11.
Produced by the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh, the fair took place at Nova
Place in Pittsburgh’s North Side. Formerly the site of the Allegheny Center
Mall, the area is in the process of being converted into a hub of innovation to
support Pittsburgh’s growing technology sector.
Maker Faire Pittsburgh director Donna Goyak says that the call for makers
went out in mid-June, and that respondents did not disappoint.
“We’ve got the entrepreneurial angle, the education angle, the hobby folks,
the do-it-yourself folks and the do-it-together folks,” she says. “So we’ve got
a lot of different people bringing a lot of different perspectives and passions to
the process of making.”
Pittsburgh’s inaugural Maker Faire received responses from over 200
makers, among them Montour School District, which was well represented
at a Sept. 21 media event attended by Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto and
Montour’s director of innovation, Justin Aglio (left),
Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald, among others. Montour’s
and assistant to the superintendent, Jason Burik
director of innovation, Justin Aglio, along with assistant to the superintendent, (right), pose for a picture with Pittsburgh Mayor
Jason Burik, brought along a scaled Lego model of Montour’s new elementary Bill Peduto at a Pittsburgh Maker Faire media event
Sept. 21. The two Montour educators brought along
school that students built during Montour’s first-ever Summer STEAM Camp a Lego model of Montour’s new elementary school.
this past summer. The camp allowed participants to get hands-on with a range Students constructed the model over the summer
during Montour’s first-ever Summer STEAM Camp.
of STEAM-related activities, from building robots to making bottle rockets.
Inventions at the Maker Faire ranged from cardboard robots to a heads up display a’la “Iron Man” created by Carnegie
Mellon University students, to a cupcake launcher.
“None is no less ingenious than another,” says Goyak about the inventions, “they just have different motivations.”

Fab Lab pilot program comes to Burkett and Forest Grove
Over the course of two weeks in October, students at Burkett and
Forest Grove elementary schools participated in a pilot program
with the Carnegie Science Center’s Fab Lab. Made possible by
the Montour Elementary PTA, students at both schools were
among the first to utilize the lab’s high-tech fabricating equipment
befitting of a prototyping lab. Using the free software Inkscape,
students designed components that they uploaded to one of two
Epilog laser cutters. The $15,000 piece of equipment then cut their
designs out of sheets of balsa wood and cardboard.
For fourth grade Burkett students, CSC Fab Lab educators
designed a session to complement their Project Lead the Way
Launch class. In the class, students learn about principles of
physics and math by designing and testing gliders. Using Inkscape,

Forest Grove Elementary second-grader Nathan McMahon assembles a threedimensional puzzle from cardboard pieces cut by a laser cutter.

students were able to design glider components,
upload them to the Fab Lab’s cutter and assemble the
parts so they could test their designs.
Second-graders at Forest Grove, meanwhile,
designed their own three-dimensional jigsaw puzzles.
Using Inkscape, students dragged and dropped puzzle
pieces they wanted to print into a template and
uploaded them to the cutter which, in turn, cut out the
pieces with exacting precision. Students assembled
the pieces into elaborate three-dimensional
sculptures.
Jonathan Dotrick, one of the three educators who
visited the schools with the Fab Lab, says that
students picked up on the technology quickly.
“The kids aren’t afraid of the software,” says
Dotrick. “It’s an iterative process. They make
mistakes and learn from them.”
Elizabeth Whitewol, director of the CSC Fab
Lab, says that the process also employs other
skills, such as spatial reasoning, measuring and
basic computer skills.
The CSC Fab Lab is one of about 500
worldwide. The Fab Lab concept was started
by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
to encourage public access to fabrication
equipment, along with entrepreneurship and
making. The CSC Fab Lab consists of both a
permanent lab housed at the science center
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and a mobile unit that allows the
equipment to be transported in
a trailer. Dotrick says that the
mobile lab, which was unveiled
in September, is already booked
for the next two years.
The CSC Fab Lab is scheduled
to return to Montour in January,
thanks to a $4,000 grant from the
Buhl Foundation.
Montour Superintendent
Michael Ghilani says that in
the future, Fab Labs will be increasingly used to illustrate
classroom concepts as fabrication equipment becomes more
commonplace.
“The younger generation of students are not only going to be
consumers but also producers,” says Ghilani. “In the future, if

you need a part, you will no longer have to go on Amazon.
You can custom make it. We have a duty to show kids how to
use these tools at a young age.”
FAR LEFT:
Burkett
Elementary
School students
remove pieces
of balsa wood
cut by a laser
cutter.
LEFT: Resource
teacher Amanda
Mascellino
discusses
additive and
subtractive
processes with
students while
holding a plastic
coil used to feed
3D printers.

U.S. education secretary tweets Montour
Carnegie Mellon University hosted U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan during the secretary’s annual back-to-school bus tour
Sept. 18. During the visit, CMU also hosted a panel discussion
that included, among others, CMU Provost Farnam Jahanian,
Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto, Allegheny County Executive Rich
Fitzgerald and NASA Deputy Director David Newman.
Also in attendance for the panel discussion was Justin Aglio,
Montour’s director of innovation. Though educators weren’t able
to speak with Duncan directly, Aglio did find a way to get through
to the secretary that was later acknowledged in a big way on social
media.
“We figured, let’s show Arne Duncan how ready for success our
school is,” says Aglio, referring to the title of the secretary’s tour,
dubbed “Ready for Success.”
In a cooperative effort, the high school engineering department
rendered the secretary’s bus in Autodesk, printed it on a 3D printer
and then passed it along to the art department. Art student Deanna
Grey then worked from photos of the secretary’s bus to paint its
graphic wrap on one side of the model and Montour’s colors on
the other. The entire process had to be done in a week, which was
why art teacher Kim Roehn says she turned to Grey, a student

in her Drawing and
Painting 3 class.
“She has really
good skills and works
very efficiently,” says
Roehn.
Aglio presented the
bus to a CMU assistant
provost, who passed it
along to the education
secretary. Five days
later, Duncan tweeted
out a picture of the bus
on his desk at the White
House. The tweet ended
up getting over one million views.
“She was really excited,” says Roehn about Gray.
Aglio puts the tweet in another perspective.
“People think they have to go see art in an art gallery,” he says,
“but through social media, over a million people saw her work.”

Four Montour teachers named Champions of Change by AIU

Four Montour educators were named
Champions of Change by the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit on Oct. 23. Pictured with
AIU Executive Director Linda Hippert are Pam
DiIanni, Lauren Rose and Rick Barie. Not
pictured is Nick Weaver.
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Four Montour School District teachers were named Champions of Change by the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit’s Center for Creativity and its partner, Common Sense Media. The award
acknowledges educators and leaders who use creative approaches to enhance learning
and who serve as examples of what should occur in every classroom for every student.
Champions of Change awardees embrace technology and seek new and effective ways to
engage children in the learning process. The award ceremony, held Oct. 23, followed a
luncheon for honorees and their district nominators. The district’s champions were technology
coach Nick Weaver, gifted services instructor Lauren Rose, high school librarian Pam DiIanni
and David E. Williams teacher Rick Barie. For DiIanni, this marked the second consecutive
year she was named a Champion of Change.
The awards ceremony coincided with ConnectED Educator Month. Begun in 2011,
ConnectED Educator Month connects educators to each other, deepening the learning of those
already connected while supporting professional development.
Montour is one of nearly 300 educational organizations across the nation that participated
in ConnectED Educator Month. The effort helps increase awareness of teachers and
administrators who incorporate technology in the classroom. Throughout the month,
educators had opportunities to participate in a variety of professional development and online
events.
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Montour partners with Carnegie
Science Center’s Buhl Planetarium

Montour’s director of innovation, Justin Aglio (at left), and Buhl Planetarium education coordinator, Dan Malerbo, (at right), are pictured here with
students from Langley K-8 and David E. Williams Middle School. Also pictured are students from the high school’s Astronomy II class. Montour
held a ribbon cutting to re-open the high school’s planetarium following the announcement of a new partnership with Buhl Planetarium.

A new partnership between Montour and the Carnegie Science Center promises to give students access to programming
produced by the Buhl Planetarium. The arrangement came about after Montour’s director of innovation, Justin Aglio,
approached John Brown, director of education and science at the Carnegie Science Center, with the idea.
So far, Montour has received one video, “Two Small Pieces of Glass: The Amazing Telescope,” which screened on Oct. 6
for David E. Williams and Pittsburgh Public Schools Langley K-8 students. High school Astronomy II students coordinated
the presentation, and DEW students filmed a special introduction thanking high school students for their efforts.
Afterward, students participated in three hands-on activities, one of which allowed them to examine and dissect 3D
holographs of planets and stars in the school’s new zSpace virtual immersion lab.
Dan Malerbo, Buhl Planetarium education coordinator, says that Buhl is rendering a second film for Montour entitled
“Solar Quest,” which Buhl produced with a grant from NASA. He says Buhl is happy to open their repertoire to the school.

Construction update

Construction of Montour’s new elementary
school on the high school campus is moving
along, with much of phase one nearly complete.
A new parking lot on the west end of the campus,
along with a new softball field and practice field,
have all reached completion. Foundation work
on much of the school is also nearly finished, and
walls are starting to be built.
Montour Superintendent Dr. Michael Ghilani
says that as construction progresses, Montour
administrators and teachers are researching and
piloting new ideas to be incorporated into the
school.
“We’re encouraging teachers to take risks
and see what’s best for kids,” he says. “Why do
everything the same as you’ve been doing it for the past 150 years?”
He says administrators have also been looking at other schools and considering options that could range from a
gallery to a miniature fabrication lab. The school is expected to
be completed in 2017.

H Stream live video of construction!
Visit: http://www.montourschools.com
November/December 2015 • www.awmagazine.com •
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Students take lead on high school IT and social media needs

Students in a College in High School marketing class (pictured above) have
taken the lead on designing and operating the district’s Facebook page.

When it came time to prepare the high school’s Chromebooks
for the school year, build a new Facebook page for the district and
develop a better smart desk solution, Montour didn’t need to look
far. A handful of students took it upon themselves to tackle all
those needs by applying knowledge gained both inside and outside
of the classroom. The experiences in turn gave students valuable
real-world experience.
Prior to the start of summer break, junior Mitchell Vacco and
sophomore John Dukewich both asked administrators if they could
work at the school over the summer, upgrading and assigning
Chromebooks. Once school was out of session, the two students
were hired part-time and managed to get through the lengthy
process in time for the start of the school year.
Montour Superintendent Dr. Michael Ghilani says their work
was invaluable.
“We would not have been able to roll out the Chromebooks
without them,” he says.
That arrangement led to Vacco and Dukewich enrolling in a new
student smart desk program at the start of the school year overseen
by technology integration coaches Nick Weaver and Lauren Rose,

along with media specialist Pam DiIanni.
“Students who are enrolled help other students and teachers
with technology issues they have under the supervision of our
technology coaches and district IT department,” says junior
Dukewich, who is also enrolled in the program. “Problems
that we are presented with include anything from re-imaging
computers to showing students how to use Google Drive.”
At the start of the year, smart desk students took technology
help requests via email, but Dukewich improved the system by
coding an application using VB.net that better processes help
tickets. He then demonstrated it in a YouTube video that he
emailed to administrators. To watch it, go to: https://youtu.be/
JuN3xfTb2Cg.
“This is a great example of students owning the learning and
developing a solution to a problem they are facing,” wrote Scott
T. Millburn, Montour’s director of secondary education, in an
email. “This is fantastic.”
For the district’s Facebook page, meanwhile, the school turned
to marketing students in April Fisher’s College in High School
marketing class, which utilizes a Robert Morris University
curriculum. Justin Aglio, Montour’s director of innovation,
approached Fisher with the idea. The class of eight students put
together the district’s Facebook page and developed a schedule
with administration that gives each school equal exposure. Fisher
says students also evaluated their target market and are using
social media marketing strategies by cutting down on verbiage and
maximizing visual elements.
“They’re also writing marketing plans for two clients, and on
top of it, learning material at the college level,” she says.
Kaylee Hogan, Adam Celidonia, Mark Fleiner, Scott Gracy,
Zachary Herskovitz, Devin Nestler, Jaren Ranalli and Nicholas
Yanoscik are working together to manage the page.

Engineering course challenges students with real world problems
An important part of any teacher’s job at
aspect,” says Terpack. “They have to find
the beginning of the school year is getting
more than just one source and have to
students focused on coursework. For
do quite a bit of research to see whatever
engineering teacher Nick Terpack, that means
problem they come up with is a valid one.”
getting students ready to tackle real world
A group of students in the past designed a
problems that no one else has solved or
better storage unit for cigarette butts, citing
sometimes even identified.
the threat they pose to marine life. Another
In September, Terpack challenged students
came up with their own version of a car
in the high school’s capstone engineering
organizer by combining ideas from existing
course with an urgent and ubiquitous realproducts. Yet another group came up with a
world problem: creating clean water. Using
user-friendly way to test beverages for date
a handful of products, students had to work
rape drugs. The former two were designed
together to build and test water filters.
on a computer and consisted entirely of a 3D
“The purpose was to review the design
printed final product.
process before students started on their major
After building and testing their products,
project for the year,” he says. “It’s sort of an
students defend their designs and ideas
introductory activity. The focus of the class is
in front of a panel of engineers. Though
to find a problem that needs solved, and for
some prototypes may have developed more
students to research, develop and test their
successfully than others, Terpack stresses that
Students J.T. Kuchnicki and Jaco Waslousky
solution.”
build a water filter prototype in the high school’s the value of the course lies in the process by
capstone engineering course.
An important part of that process, says
which students arrived at their final product.
Terpack, is conducting academic or product
“The focus of class is more about process
research before moving on to the design phase.
than coming up with something patentable,” says Terpack. “That’s
“About one-third of the class is focused on the research
when the learning really happens.”
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Montour represents at Girls Rock Science
On Oct. 3 and 4, David E. Williams students participated in
the Carnegie Science
Center of Pittsburgh
Girls Rock Science
program. The two-day
event for middle and
high school students
encouraged students
to pursue STEAM
- an acronym for
science, technology,
engineering, arts and
mathematics - related ABOVE: Resource teacher Amanda Mascellino and
her niece, Madison, show students how to make lip
careers. The event
gloss at the Carnegie Science Center on Oct. 3.
featured tables with RIGHT: Technology coach Nick Weaver shows
attendees at the event how to use one of Montour’s
interactive activities zSpace virtual monitors.
and chat sessions
for students to talk with women pursuing careers in STEAMrelated fields. Among the businesses and organizations present
were Duquesne University, Verizon, the Pittsburgh Society of
Women Engineers, Carnegie Mellon University and the MSA
Safety Company. The Pittsburgh Department of Public Safety
also brought along their gear. Booths allowed students to create
holograms with cell phones and study the chemistry of rust.
For the event, Montour brought along a scaled Lego model of
the district’s new elementary school, which students constructed
during the school’s first-ever Summer STEAM Camp this past
summer. During the camp, students participated in a range of
STEAM-related activities, from building robots to making bottle
rockets. The model sat nearby as resource teacher Amanda
Mascellino showed attendees how to make their own lip balm
as a cosmetic science option. She says that her students tried
different recipes at school before ultimately selecting one that used
beeswax, almond, coconut, flavoring and glitter.
“Most of the girls come here to do this and the Legos,” said
Mascellino. “I think it’s hitting its target audience for sure.”
Montour also showed off some of the technology currently being
utilized in district classrooms. Technology coach Nick Weaver
showed attendees how to use a zSpace monitor, which students at
Montour are using to study the inner workings of virtual animals,
cells and even planets. The monitors are currently being used in
Montour’s new virtual reality lab, which opened this year.
David E. Williams teacher Bill Black also brought along some

By Rebecca L. Ferraro

of the school’s VEX EDR Robotics kits,
which are used to introduce students to
the processes of engineering and robotics.
That Saturday, Montour Superintendent
Michael Ghilani and business instructor April
Fisher appeared on the Pittsburgh Today Live
Show to talk about Montour’s Summer STEAM
Camp. A featured school at the two-day event,
KDKA-TV used the Montour Spartan logo in a
commercial publicizing the program.
Joining Montour at the fair were a number of
Pittsburgh private schools, including The Campus
School of Carlow University and Oakland Catholic
High School. Students showed off robotics projects
and experiments demonstrating properties of light
and buoyancy. One of the more heavily trafficked
booths was that of the Society of Women Engineers.
The organization is the world’s largest of its kind,
with the
mission of
advocating
for women
engineers of
all ages.
“It’s so
needed, isn’t
it?” said
Mary Zeis,
a chemical
engineer
and the
organization’s
vice president of outreach in Pittsburgh. “Women are
under-represented in many of the STEM fields. Only
11 percent of practicing engineers are women - that’s
data from the U.S. Department of Labor Statistics.”
She said that studies show that in middle school
girls are interested in math and science but that
societal norms push them away in high school.
“By being here today,” she said, “we’re trying to
show all girls we’re here and we aren’t old white
guys. You can do this.”

DEW students participate in EcoChallenge

Sixth-graders interviewed Chelsie Romulu, a scientist, and
created a poster depicting her work at the EcoChallenge on
Sept. 25. Pictured are (first row) Nick Trojan, Nicholas Zezza,
Suzy Safko, Om Arora-Jain, Luke Smarra, (second row) Morgan
Hayes, Hannah George, McKenna Robinson, Chelsie Romulu,
Olivia Lyscik, Miles Tirone, Ryder Blyzwick and Dylan
Sparkenbaugh.

By Bobbie Cegelski, Coordinator of Gifted Services
Sixth grade students from David E. Williams Middle
School participated in EcoChallenge, an event held at Phipps
Conservatory, on Sept. 25. Presented by Phipps Conservatory
and Botanical Gardens and the Allegheny Intermediate Unit,
EcoChallenge allowed middle school students to investigate
environmental issues that challenged them to create solutions
and make a difference.
Specifically, one of the challenges students participated in
was to interview a scientist about their current environmental
research and then depict that scientist’s research in poster
format. Chelsie Romulu, a scientist interviewed by DEW
students, selected their poster to use as her table display.
November/December 2015 • www.awmagazine.com •
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Art project introduces
students to process of
hyperrealist Chuck Close
Sixth-graders in Daniel Balcerek’s art class at David E.
Williams Middle School completed a portraiture project
inspired by American artist Chuck Close in October.
Students emulated Close’s process of using smaller cells
and shapes to create colorful and unique self-portraits. They
also learned about Close’s personal tribulations, which have
shaped his unique approach to portraiture.
Close has throughout his life suffered from
prosopagnosia, a severe form of dyslexia that prevents him
from recognizing faces. Known for hyperrealistic portraits
that are almost indecipherable from photographs, Close
has said that prosopagnosia actually formed the impetus
behind his pursuit of portrait painting. He has said that
concentrating on smaller details helps him remember faces.
In December of 1988, Close suffered a spinal artery
collapse that left him paralyzed. After regaining some
movement in his arms, Close continued constructing his
large-scale portraits but from smaller cells of various shapes
and color.
“[Students] were surprised that Chuck Close painted
realistically then had to change after a major health problem
that now has him confined to a wheelchair,” says Balcerek.
“My students were amazed at how he knows how the colors
will react at a distance.”
To create their portraits,
students first made composite
drawings by holding a photo
of themselves behind a piece
of paper on a light box. After
tracing the lines of their portraits,
students created a grid over top
of their drawings. On a separate
sheet of paper, they created
a series of shapes that had to
touch at least two
sides of a squareshaped cell.
Students copied
the shapes onto
a grid overlaying
their portraits and
colored individual
sections, being
careful not to color
David E. Williams student Pranet Pednekar
any adjacent shapes works on a self portrait. Students created the
portraits, like the one at left, as part of an art
the same tone or
project that exposed them to the process of
color.
artist Chuck Close.
The result was a
series of colorful abstract portraits.
“The students liked the project,” says Balcerek. “Most of
them were amazed at how well their portraits turned out.”
To see more student portraits, go to: https://sites.
google.com/a/montourschools.com/mr-balcerek-artclass.
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CMU robotics
professor visits David E. Williams
One day, Chris Atkeson’s research on robotics may be what makes it
possible for a robot to be in every home.
In the meantime, the Carnegie Mellon University Robotics Institute
professor - like many other
robotics researchers and engineers
- is trying to figure out how to
make robots more intuitive,
relatable, nimble, affordable and
above all else, lightweight.
In a rare appearance in front
of school children Oct. 19,
Atkeson touched on those issues
and others during an hour-long
presentation to about 100 David E.
Williams Middle School students.
Montour’s director of innovation,
Justin Aglio, said he reached out
to Atkeson after coming across a Carnegie Mellon University robotics
Chris Atkeson gives a presentation
website the professor started that professor
to David E. Williams students Oct. 19.
details his work building a real-life
version of the character Baymax from the Disney movie “Big Hero 6.”
“I was watching the movie with my kids and started wondering if
anyone out there had ever tried to build a Baymax,” said Aglio.
The website also contained an interesting tidbit of information:
according to Atkeson, his research on inflatable robots inspired Disney’s
shaping of the character.
“When Disney does a movie, they do scientific research…,” Atkeson
told students. “[For “Big Hero 6”], they arranged a tour of robot labs
throughout the world and one of them was my lab here in Pittsburgh at
CMU; and the minute they saw [an inflatable robot arm we had built],
they said, ‘Wow, that’s Baymax.’
“When we told them the purpose of an inflatable robot is to take care
of people, they said, ‘Oh, now we know what Baymax is supposed to be
like.’ It’s supposed to be a robot that takes care of people.”
Atkeson explained that inflatable robot technology could one day
make it possible to build robots with assisted living applications. While
showing several clips of inflatable robot prototypes, he explained that
the robots have joints that are controlled by expanding and contracting
air pockets. Inflatable technology not only minimizes the force needed
to move the robots, but also decreases the cost to build them, he said.
The robots are stitched together like pool inflatables and are based on
technology similar to inflatable buildings like tennis courts and air jacks
used by fire departments.
Such robots, though, will also need to have human qualities, Atkeson
explained. It’s another principle on which Baymax is based.
“The interesting thing about this film is it’s built on real science,”
Atkeson told students.
At DEW, students study robotics in a course designed by Project Lead
the Way. Throughout the presentation, students offered solutions to real
world problems posed by Atkeson.
“To have someone of that level come and speak to kids, that’s a credit
to Justin Aglio,” says Montour Superintendent Dr. Michael Ghilani.
“This is someone who loves robots, and now look at what he’s doing
with his career. Hopefully this motivates students and that’s what it’s
all about: giving kids options and letting them run wild. We need to at
least present them with things and bring the outside world to them. The
classroom extends beyond the walls.”

Follow David E. Williams Middle School
on Twitter
@DEWMiddleSchool
Students demonstrate geography knowledge using TouchCast
With the help of Nick Weaver, a technology and
innovation coach at Montour, Michele Vrana’s sixth
grade social studies students creatively demonstrated
knowledge they gained from the class’ five themes of
geography unit.
Following a rubric with set requirements, students
worked in groups of five to research the geography of
a city of their choice with regard to location, region,
movement, human-environment interaction and place.
Each group then presented their research in a video
production by using a green screen and an iPad loaded With the help of Nick Weaver, a technology and innovation coach
at Montour, sixth-graders used iPads and the app TouchCast to
with the app TouchCast. Weaver used the software to
create videos demonstrating their understanding of geography
record students against a green screen monochrome
concepts. Pictured are Jenna Degori, Lucas Cain, Jaedyn Rumble,
backdrop, which allowed them to superimpose
Zach Weber and Angela Maietta.
themselves on virtual backgrounds in videos.
Students took charge during the editing process and were excited to blend their group’s introduction, individual theme
segments and conclusion into one smooth masterpiece. They then celebrated their efforts by enjoying a green screen video
and popcorn day. While proudly sharing their videos, students gained powerful feedback from classmates.

Students earn perfect scores on PSSA

By Student Writer Morgan Hayes
David E. Williams Middle School students Nicholas Zezza and Savannah
Nelson both received perfect scores on the math or science PSSA tests during
the 2014-2015 school year. Nicholas, a sixth grade student at DEW, answered
all of the questions correctly on his math PSSA. Not surprisingly, he says
that his favorite subject is math, and when asked for tips on getting better
grades, he said it is necessary to read math textbooks and pace oneself. He
says that math has always come naturally to him. In his free time, he likes to
do anything that relates to cars, from building models to researching them or
even just watching them drive by.
Sixth-grader Nicholas Zezza and fifth-grader
Savannah, a fifth grade student at DEW, earned a perfect score in the
Savannah Nelson both earned perfect scores on the
science
category on the PSSA tests. She agreed with Nicholas that studying
PSSA tests during the 2014-2015 school year.
textbooks is essential, saying that they’re given to students for a reason.
Not only do textbooks contain all the content students need to know, but they also have helpful tips and reminders. Both
students study using the resources with which they have been provided. Savannah likes to participate in gymnastics in her
free time.
The PSSA tests are one of the final tests students take at the end of the year. Students prepare all year long for these
tests, yet earning a perfect score is an accomplishment few ever realize.

Burkett Elementary students of the month named
Burkett has named its students of the
month for October. They are (as pictured at
right): fourth-graders Anthony Popp and Nia
Delsanto, and third-graders Frankie Bruni
and Reese Janeda. Students of the month
are recognized for exhibiting appropriate
behavior, performing random acts of kindness,
demonstrating improvement in academic areas
and exhibiting self-control.
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Burkett wins contest for designing room around online learning tool
Before and
after pictures
show the
transformation
of the Study
Island room
at Burkett
Elementary
School.
Resource
teacher Amanda
Mascellino and
third grade
teacher Beth
Hobbs (both
pictured at
right) helped
complete the
room, which was
made possible
by the Montour
Elementary
PTA and won
first place in
a decorating
contest held by
Edmentum.

The Study Island Committee at Burkett Elementary School gave
one of their computer labs a drastic makeover in October. Its goal
was to create an engaging environment themed after the online
educational tool Study Island.
Students using Study Island answer multiple-choice questions
that test their knowledge of English language arts and math.
Questions are aligned with Common Core Standards and challenge
students to closely read questions while thinking through possible
answers. Once a student answers 70 percent of their questions
correctly, each subsequent correct answer earns them the
opportunity to play a game of their choice.
The Study Island Committee, comprised of teachers and parents,
was motivated to kick off the school year with a makeover by
a back-to-school decoration contest held by Edmentum, the
software company behind Study Island. Prior to the makeover,
the committee circulated a survey among students and teachers.
Responses helped shape the room’s island theme: “Burkett

Students are Fishing for Blue Ribbons.” Teachers now hang fish
on one wall of the room, the size of the fish reflecting the number
of blue ribbons earned per class. The fish grow as students earn
more ribbons. Eventually, the wall will be filled with sharks and
whales. On another wall, top Study Islanders are featured sailing
the ocean.
The Study Island room was designed to give students a break
from their traditional classroom desks. Since Study Island can be
used on mobile devices, students can lie on a beach towel, hang
out inside a tent, sit on a beach chair or lounge in a canoe while
using iPads, Netbooks or laptops. Teachers are also able to work
with a small group of students at a table.
On Oct. 28, Edmentum marketing specialist Shannon LaBree
emailed Hobbs to inform her that the room has been voted K-5
first place winner. As a result, Burkett earned $500 in Study Island
credit, an Edmentum swag bag and a plaque. Burkett was also
recognized on the company’s website.

Burkett raises over $5,000 for American Heart Association

Students at Burkett Elementary School participated in a jump-a-thon to support
the American Heart Association this past spring.

Each spring, Burkett Elementary School teacher Andy
Groznik organizes a jump-a-thon to benefit the American Heart
Association. Last year, it was recently announced, Groznik’s
efforts helped raise $5,412. Seventy-four students participated in
the event.
“The students raise money through donations and then come to
the gym to jump rope to show that they are staying active to be
heart healthy,” says Groznik.
“By holding this event at your school each year, you raise
awareness about heart-healthy living,” Nancy Brown , CEO of the
American Heart Association, wrote to Groznik in a letter. “And
you help us fund more lifesaving scientific research and critically
needed education efforts.”

Want more good news about Montour?
Search #MontourProud on Twitter.
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Jim “Basketball” Jones visits Forest Grove
On Sept. 17, students at Forest Grove Elementary School
were treated to an assembly presented by Jim “Basketball”
Jones that focused on
anti-bullying and character
building. Students were
encouraged to care for their
peers by “applying kindness,”
an important message instilled
daily at Forest Grove. Each
day, the school community
recites the kindness pledge
and students who are “caught
being kind” are rewarded.
The assembly also focused
on being an “upstander,”
which requires awareness,
understanding and
demonstrating commitment
to each other. Students were encouraged to look for the good
in others and treat people the way they want others to treat
them. Jones went one step further by encouraging students to
understand and accept differences so that each individual can
be treated the way they want.
Jones also touched on making good choices, respecting
others, being responsible and being safe. Students learned

that they “own their effort.” In other words,
students can take pride in their school and
themselves by encouraging others, thinking
before they act and becoming “patient listeners.”
Jones shared his own personal story of struggles
he experienced and overcame by “owning his
effort.”
During the inspiring and energetic assembly, Jones
demonstrated basketball tricks and got students up
on their feet dancing. Students and teachers continued
talking about the assembly for weeks afterwards!
The assembly was made possible by the Elementary
PTA, which has helped support the positive messages
the school strives to convey to students each and every
day.

Kindergarten students learn fire safety

Kindergarten students at Forest Grove Elementary School had the
opportunity to learn about fire safety from former Forest Grove physical
education teacher Jack Carney and firefighters from the Forest Grove,
Kennedy and Ingram volunteer fire departments.
After Carney talked about the many ways to stay safe in the event of a
fire, students watched a video and firefighters demonstrated how their gear
helps them do their job. Students had the opportunity to practice what they
learned, including how to stop, drop and roll, and how to crawl to safety in
the event of a fire.
For the most exciting
part of the assembly,
students headed out to see
fire trucks and extinguish a
pretend fire. Students were thrilled to have the opportunity to see real fire
trucks and talk to firefighters about how they operate. Students were also
able to explore and ask questions of firefighters.
Staff and students at Forest Grove want to thank all of the firefighters
for teaching them how to be safe and for protecting their communities.

Forest Grove to join Hour of Code initiative
Mainstream culture is one that is surrounded by technology. As
such, educators realize that students’ future successes
will depend upon their ability to understand how
technology works.
Therefore, Forest Grove Elementary School is
joining a special event during Computer Science
Education Week Dec. 7-13 dubbed Hour of Code. This
one-hour activity allows students to explore a variety
of self-guided tutorials on Code.org with characters
from the animated films “Frozen” and “Ice Age,” as

well as from the online games Angry Birds and
Plants vs. Zombies.
The purpose of Hour of Code
is to introduce as many students
as possible to the world of
programming. Hopes are that
Forest Grove students will take
their newfound interest beyond
a single hour and continue
studying computer science.
November/December 2015 • www.awmagazine.com •

37

TO REACH THE SCHOOLS
Dr. Michael Ghilani
Superintendent
412-490-6500
ghilanim@montourschools.com
Mr. Jason Burik
Assistant to the Superintendent
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6231
burikjason@montourschools.com
Dr. Christopher Stone
Director of Education
Grades K-6
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6103
stonec@montourschools.com
Mr. Scott Milburn
Director of Education
Grades 7-12
(412) 490-6500
milburns@montourschools.com
Mrs. Anna Borsos
Business Manager
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6232
borsosa@montourschools.com
Mr. Bob Wagner
Transportation Director
(412) 490-6500, ext. 4700
wagnerb@montourschools.com
Mr. Lou Cerro
Athletic Director
(412) 490-6500, ext. 1627
cerrol@montourschools.com
Mrs. Terri Testa
Director of Human Resources
412-490-6500 x 6235
testat@montourschools.com
Mr. Justin Aglio
Director of Innovation
412-490-6500 x 6230
aglioj@montourschools.com
Mr. Darryl Yonkers
Director of Technology
412-490-6500 x 6510
yonkersd@montourschools.com
HIGH SCHOOL
Mr. Todd Price, Principal
412-490-6500, ext. 1612
pricet@montourschools.com
Mr. William King, Assistant Principal
412-490-6500, ext. 1614
kingw@montourschools.com

Spartan Athletics News

Congratulations to the following fall teams for reaching the WPIAL playoffs: boys golf,
girls tennis, girls volleyball, varsity football, and boys and girls soccer. The girls varsity
volleyball team further distinguished themselves by winning their section. Several players on
the team were also named all-section players. They are as follows: first team - Alexa Mitro,
Cecilia Esposito, Dominca Niccolai; second team - Tori Norton, Alaina Buechel, Rosina
Esposito; third team - Amalia Esposito.

Boys soccer and SAEM team
on fundraiser to show support for coach

The boys soccer team and the Montour
SAEM and the soccer team held a number
sports, arts, entertainment and marketing class of different initiatives throughout the year
teamed up to raise money for the American
to show continued support for their coach
Heart Association this past
and AHA. Throughout
season. Shannon Martindale,
the season, the team sold
a member of the boys soccer
heart-healthy snacks at the
boosters who chaired a
concession stand, took up
fundraising committee for
donations during games
AHA, says that the team each
and sold ribbons. SAEM,
year chooses a service project
meanwhile, promoted
to benefit a good cause. The
a Sept. 22 game against
team’s choice of charity this
South Fayette, where Hobbs
year was influenced by their
teaches. Both teams wore red
own coach.
t-shirts designed by SAEM
soccer coach Alex Hobbs was
On Feb. 19, Montour boys Boys
to show support for Hobbs
honored prior to Montour’s home game
soccer coach Alex Hobbs
against South Fayette on Sept. 22. He is and AHA. During pregame,
was sitting at home watching pictured here with SAEM instructor April Hobbs was recognized by
Fisher and his three children.
television after a workout
SAEM and introduced by
when he suffered a heart attack. It took Hobbs, instructor April Fisher. Proceeds from t-shirts
who was 33 at the time, four months to fully
and concessions were donated to AHA.
recover. During that time, soccer parents and
In a pregame address to the crowd, Hobbs
players visited Hobbs in the hospital, cooked
said he hopes his experience helps raise
meals for his family and helped watch his
awareness of heart disease.
young children.

Starting the hockey season off right
The Montour ice hockey varsity and junior varsity captains and alternate captains presented
Montour hockey golf shirts to high school principal Todd Price and assistant principal Bill King
so that they can show their Spartan pride on game days.
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Members of the Montour hockey team presented high school principals with golf shirts to show their team pride
this season. Pictured are (back row): Michael Tracy (varsity captain), assistant principal Bill King, Bradon Eisel,
principal Todd Price, Ian Mclean, Anthony Hartwick, (front row) Tyler Klein and Gage Gordon (JV captain). Missing
from photo is J.J. Bickel.
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