‘Games of the Century’

Victorious Over Carthage, Gilmer,
To Face Monahans in Semi-Finals
Karolyn Short
Editor in Chief

Eagle football has forged its way
into the semifinal playoff bid hoping
to survive another week to play for
state at ‘Jerry’s House’. The season
started strong with only a slight
hitch as the Eagles fell to their rival,
Prosper, early on, but the Argyle
players rallied and beat Prosper
when it mattered in the area playoff game, putting Prosper in their
proper place. The Eagles continued
their winning streak when they
demolished Commerce to win the
Bi-District round followed by the
demise of Carthage and Gilmer.

Head Coach Todd Rodgers attributes this year’s success to experience and athleticism, but knows
there is always something that can
be tweaked when approaching an
opponent.
“Lots of situations arise in a
game and you can only practice for
8 hours a week,” Rodgers said. “You
only prepare for what you think
they will do. Everything else is responding with trained instincts.”
The game against Region finalist,
Carthage, proved to be a demanding few hours of play as the Eagles
started slow and fell behind in
the first quarter of the game. This
setback did not deter the Eagles and
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‘Tag! You’re Out!’

vided another tool to
heighten the issue.
With the climbing rate of Facebook
members, people
become more and
more aware of what their friends
are doing each second, especially
when it involves one friend observing all of her friends having
friends without her.
This is precisely what happened to senior Jane Smith*.
“I don’t know anyone who
doesn’t have Facebook,” Smith
says.
After an ongoing quarrel with
one of her close friends, Smith
discovered she was left out of this
friend’s birthday dinner.
“She went to dinner with my
friends,” she says. “And they all
put it on Facebook and tagged
each other in it.”
But what’s worse than the
posts themselves are the excuses
to come, embarrassment often
leading friends to throw each
other under the bus.
“A couple of them will be like
‘oh, well we asked her not to tag
us because we thought that’d be
rude, but how do we stop them?”’
Smith says when asked how her

Facebook Used to Exclude
Emma Welsh
Staff Writer
The once steady flow of the
Facebook newsfeed is now flooded with pictures of friends out to
a fancy dinner. Friends laughing,
posing, and making silly faces fill
an entire album. With each click
the eyes on the screen become
steadily aware of one thing: they
were not invited. Yet this is just
the tip of the iceberg for those left
out. A closer inspection may unearth even more public evidence
of their exclusion with check-ins
and wall posts recounting the
evening before.
Often times, friends are not
deliberately singling a person out.
However, seemingly harmless
posts on Facebook are perceived
as a slap in the face to the party
member left out. It would be ignorant to suggest that this problem
is new, for even purposeful forms
of exclusion have existed before
social networking. Facebook did
not create this problem, but pro-

Is Chivalry
dead?
See page 2 to
find out!
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Eagles celebrate recieving 3A Area championship trophy. Photo by Matt Garnett

they bounced back with a vengeance, tying up the game at 28-28,
forcing two overtimes. At the end,
with a multitude of rollercoaster
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emotions, the Eagles’ victory came
down to a Hedland’s extra point
that the Bulldogs could not match.
(Cont. on page 4)
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friends cover up for leaving her
of friends. Overall, it’s much safer
out. “They try and cover themto avoid things like checking in to
selves up and put the other one
places or writing inside jokes on
out – expose the other person.”
each others walls.
Most people cannot pluck
“If it’s one of those group
up the courage to confront their
things, you just need to make sure
friends about being left out, afraid nobody else could have gotten left
of making matters worse. While
out,” Smith says. “I’m sure I have
at first this may appear to be a
sometime. I think it’s really hard
logical way of going about things,
not to do it in some situations, but
ignoring the issue until it gets
I try to avoid the tagging.”
worse may actually create a snow- *Denotes protected name
ball effect.
“I came to school
really upset,” Smith
says, “They were all
like ‘what’s wrong?’”
Luckily, Smith addressed the issue,
and while it was
messy at the time,
problems were ultimately resolved.
Friends are not
always intentionally
exclusive. Occasionally a handful of
friends in a group
may want to hang
out on their own,
yet this is what can
lead to a misunderstanding and create Zach Zimbraski giving Facebook a quick check before school starts.
conflicts in a group Photo by Matt Garnett
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Chivalry

Have We Truly Killed It?

Kyle Davis
Staff Writer
Chivalry is dead; this is an all
too common statement these days.
One that frankly is not, and never
has been, true. Chivalry is as alive
and well today as it was a thousand
years ago. When people think of
chivalry their minds usually float to
medieval knights and King Arthur,
and more specifically the treatment
of women. To clarify, chivalry is just
the act of being courteous; treating
your fellow man like a human being.
While not always clearly evident, we
are surrounded by this kind of treatment every day. The Red Cross is a
prime example of this; it is an organization devoted to helping people
in need obtain necessities in order
to live a decent life. This treatment
of course is only possible with the
right amount of funds, funds that
were provided by millions of people
who gave up some of their hard
earned money for nothing in order
to better the lives of others. Tell me
that this is not common courtesy. It
is an entire organization of chivalrous people trying to better the lives
of others.
Because of the loose way in
which chivalry is defined some
people may consider this charity
and not chivalry. It could be argued
that there is no charity with chivalry,
because giving to charity requires
you to be courteous, but that’s an argument for another time. Even if the
premise that charity is chivalrous
is not accepted, there are still many
examples of chivalry in our society.
Everyone can remember the story
about the jerk on the highway that

Movie

Breaking Dawn? More
like breaking beds, backs
and bachelors. Not only
was the dialogue dreadful
to follow, but my five-year
old sister could have written
a better script. Along with
it’s terrible graphics, the
emotionless Kristen Stewart
OBVIOUSLY played the role
of Bella to her best potential
yet again. Author Stephanie
Meyer wrote Bella’s character so that she would be
simple enough for any girl
to relate to, when in fact no
girl can even begin to relate

cuts you off and ruins your day, but
rarely is the story of the person who
let you into traffic told. Everyone
can remember a time when someone was courteous to them on the
road or, for that matter, in everyday
life. Countless people take time out
of their day to help people in small
but courteous ways. Those people
that open the hallway doors for
you so you don’t get a tardy, even
though they’re not supposed to, or
that person that stands behind you
in line at Starbucks and gives you
money when your fifty cents short;
all of those people are chivalrous.
So why is it that in our society
we so eagerly dismiss the existence
of chivalry? Just the other day I
heard a girl talking about how guys
never pull out chairs for them at
restaurants, only to be reminded
by her homecoming date that he
had done so on homecoming night.
The problem is not that chivalrous
people don’t exist in our society; the
problem is that we don’t appreciate
the chivalrous people in the world.
For some reason people tend to
focus on the negative aspects of everything. We are taught on a cause
and effect system. This causes us
to believe that everything good or
bad that happens in life we directly
produce by our actions. When we
have problems we tend to focus on
them because we feel as though we
can fix them through cause and
effect, when in reality, the cause
of our grief is often not under our
control. This causes us to become
consumed with the negative aspects
of our life instead of the positive
ones. Put more simply, if you have a
pristine white shirt which only has
one stain on it, you throw it out and
consider it ruined even though the
majority of the shirt is still white.
This eclipsing of the good in our
lives by the negative is what causes
us to believe chivalry is dead, when
in fact it goes on around us every
day, if only to blind eyes.

Chivalry is not a knight in shining armor jousting for a woman’s
love or standing outside throwing
pebbles at her window, begging her
to give him a chance. Chivalry is
showing the respect and courtesy
towards a woman that she deserves.
With the changing decades have
come changing dating strategies
and traditions, and unfortunately,
the courtesy towards women has
also changed. Along with throwing
out corded telephones, black and
white televisions, and typewriters,
politeness has also been forgotten
by the present generation. It is a
well-known fact that chivalry has
been on the decline for years, but
it has now been put on life support, hanging on by only a few
good men, mainly those from past
generations.
The cause behind chivalry’s
downward spiral is impossible
to pinpoint, but there are a few
changes in society that could have
led to the massive decline of civility.
It seems that with the rising equality women have gained, has come
a lack of chivalrous actions and
respect. When our grandparents
and parents went on dates, the boys
were expected to open door and
pay for the meal. While the times
may have changed and women have
gained more equality, the behavior a man demonstrates on a date,
or at any time, should not. Some
may argue that women can open
doors themselves and can pay for
things themselves, which they can,
but opening a door and paying on
a date are simply signs of respect.
Nowadays, boys think girls should
swoon over them if they look like
they are in fraternity, which is
wrong on so many levels.
With the rising technological
advances, people are also expected
to communicate less in person. Before telephones, men had no choice
but to ‘man up’ and ask a woman
out on a date in person. Before
text messages, men could either
ask a woman out in person or call
them. Girls in our generation are

Valerie Evans
Staff Writer
incredibly lucky if they get asked out
through anything other than a text
message or Facebook chat. If the boy
really wants to sweep a girl off her
feet, they might even get a smiley
face! These technological advances
have made our generation fall into
lethargic habits, which have mingled
their way into the dating scene, erasing kindness and courtesy.
Overall, it seems that our
generation has lost respect. Students
seem to be more comfortable about
confronting teachers, disobeying
parents, and not showing kindness
towards their friends. Being nice is
apparently out of style these days
and not coming back anytime soon.
When a guy is nice towards a girl,
it is difficult to believe it is genuine
without any ulterior motives because we have become accustomed
to settling for guys who are nice
enough to meet standards, but not
superior by any means. Perhaps the
boys of our generation are simply
going through the classic ‘high
school stage’ and will grow up to be
nice men, showing the respect that
every woman deserves.
While the medieval days of
chivalry are long gone, so are the
chivalrous actions from thirty years
ago. Courtesy, kindness, and courtliness shown towards women on
dates have become scarce in supply.
Although women are strong and
independent, they still deserve to be
treated well. Chivalry is not a knight
in shining armor saving a damsel in
distress; it is a man with manners
treating a woman with the respect
she deserves.

MURM’S Movies and Music Review
to such an empty charisma.
The five-minute long scenes
of her heavy breathing were
extremely enjoyable, and
don’t forget that killer smile.
Putting this movie into two
parts was a lame attempt at
competing with the seventh
Harry Potter films. Good
thing the producers of
the Twilight Saga have no
originality of their own. This
was definitely worth the $10
I spent. I mean, isn’t every
girl’s fantasy a love triangle
between a dead guy and a
dog? And really? Edward-

Jacob? REALLY?! But, there
were three things I learned
Mariam Palmer Staff Writer
at the premier. For one:
Don’t show up at the movie
theater wearing a stuffed fox
on your head, thinking it’s a
hat. I will make it my goal to
get a picture of you throughout the entire movie. Two:
HP will always be the best.
ALWAYS. And three: Taylor Lautner (Jacob Black) is
STILL soops hot.

Music

The Academy Is: An
alternative indie rock band

formed by William Beckett,
Adam Siska, Mike Carden,
AJ LaTrace and Michael
DelPrincipe: His Girl Friday
(Acoustic version)
Childish Gambino:
Donald Glover raps as
‘Childish Gambino’. He is
best known for his role as
Trey Barnes in the comedy
series community: Put it in
My Video
Mumford and Sons: A
British-folk rock band consisting of Marcus Mumford,
Country Winston Marshall,
Ben Lovett and Ted Dwane:
The Cave

School Stress
Jessica Portales
Staff Writer
For the average teenager, school
has been a leading cause of stress.
Dealing with a variety of teachers
and their personal methods, as well
as social issues, copious amounts
of homework, upcoming tests, and
projects. It’s a wonder that a few of
the more worry-prone pupils have
yet to rip their hair out.
For seven hours and ten minutes
a day, students trudge through the
school to each of their classes, usually accumulating a workload that
will undoubtedly take up even more
time, chipping away from the short
24 hours available to them. After
all, a general consensus shows that
a large amount of stress comes not
from a singular class’s workload, but
from the overall amount of work
stacked on from each class as the
teachers from every subject seemingly team together to bear down on
their students. The stress isn’t limited to one grade level, however, nor
is it found within every individual.
From each class, there are a number
of students that feel the full brunt of
pressure from school just as there
are a few laid back people who can
handle everything, or not, and feel
minimal to no strain at all.
One of these students is a
freshman named Ross Coker. Well
known as the king of Freshmen
Court, he faces school anxiety in the
form of large assignments that he
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simply does not want to do. To deal
with this, however, he simply grins
and bears the obligation.
“I do anything I need to do to
finish my assignments,” Coker said,
also saying that he spends around
15 minutes to an hour a night working on class-related activities. Yet,
some days, he admits to staying up
late to finish projects or papers that
he procrastinated, waiting to the
last minute. To receive good grades,
however, Coker confessed that overachievement isn’t a priority.
“I use all the effort necessary to
get an A and leave it at that,” Coker
said.
One sophomore has his own
way to combat school stress. Known
for being laid-back, Jake Brown
juggles a multitude of classes each
day.
“This year has been pretty much
stress-free,” Brown said. “However,
the class that occasionally gets to me
would have to be Pre AP Chemistry,
or BIM with George.”
Managing to keep cool under
the demands of his classes, Brown
says that music never fails to erase
the tension brought by school. Of
course, he has his own opinion on
the true importance of ‘class-work’
and this just might be what has
established his carefree attitude.
Overall though, Brown says he does
try his best when it comes down to
getting his business taken care of.
“I usually study for tests I’m not
sure of, but homework is never a
priority,” Brown said. “It seems like
once every six weeks, every teacher
gives me homework on the night

that I have to work,” Brown said.
“Fun stuff staying up ‘til three.”
Surveys show that students
from every class have to manage
an abundance of homework, massive amounts of hard classes, sports,
band, and other activities, yet many
of them have their ways to keep
from going insane.
Freshman Alex Yost plays guitar
and freshman Reid Sullivan claims
to cry himself to sleep at night, bury
his head in his pillow and scream.
Sophomore Kim Strelke plans out
when she’s going to complete her
assignments, and seniors Sarah Olsen and Sophia Ulman both run to
relieve stress, and in Ulman’s case,
play basketball and drink coffee.
There are various methods used
to cope with stress, but high school
counselor Connie Correll has a few
tips. Being prepared for upcoming
tests and completing homework
can help eliminate tons of anxiety, Correll says. She believes that
socially it’s also important to have
close friends that can help you get
through the year. Lastly, she said
student-teacher relationships are
important.
“Students should seek help if
they don’t understand a particular
concept in their classes,” Correll
said. “Open communication with
your teachers and attending tutorials can only help,”
Following these pathways and
others, perhaps just a few more
pupils can sit back, take a deep
breath, and hopefully get through
the school year without too much
tension.
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Football Continued
from Page 1
“Nervous, excited, determined,”
senior outside linebacker Clayton Cullen said about his emotions at the end
of the game.
“Mostly, I felt proud of my teammates for battling back after falling
behind so early in the game.”
On the sidelines, coaches, cheerleaders, trainers and managers all
exploded in an uproar of victory shouts
when the game was won against Carthage.
“The boys were fighting so hard,”
senior and trainer Reagan Jefferies
said. “It was a battle and I was nervous,
excited, and felt like I was about to have
a heart attack.”
Senior free safety Matt Ryon was injured early on during the third quarter,
and the audience watched in silence
after he received a blow to the head,
which ended his play for the season.
“It was the best game I have ever
played,” Ryon said. “But it was not my
ideal ending for the season.”
With Ryon’s injury, senior Christian
Pucciarello will be stepping up as the
only senior defensive back.
“It’s just being able to come together
under pressure and not fall apart,” Pucciarello said. “With Matt out, it will be
important for me to show more leadership with the team.”
Like Pucciarello, senior linebacker
and safety Antonio ‘T’ Griffin considers
leadership as the key to winning.
“The senior leadership,” Griffin said.
“The way our team has overcome ad-

Cross Country

The 2011 boys and girls cross
country teams both ended their seasons at regionals this year. The boys
team defeated longtime rival Sanger
to take first place in district.
The girl’s team also had a strong
showing at district, taking second
place and advancing to the region
meet alongside the boys. Although
a 4th place finish kept the boys
from advancing, Senior captain Ben
Woolums took 2nd place individually, earning a spot in the state meet.
“Although we had bad luck at regionals, I still believe we had one of

versity; the change in the team mentality; these are the things that are vital to
this year’s success.”
Coach Tommy Ledford believes that
the best thing about this year’s team is
their will to win, their refusal to lose.
“Our players will be prepared and
ready to play,” Ledford said. “We have
everything in place and we think our
game plan is a good one.”
Senior offensive lineman Ryan Bowe
believes that the team just needs to
concentrate on the opponent week by
week and not get overconfident.
“It will take
determination and
each player will
need to do their
part,” Bowe said.
“There was a lot of
intensity and determination throughout the game
against Carthage.”
Offensive
coordinator and
quarterback coach
Jeff Harp agrees
that the players
always continue to
play hard and find
a way to win.
“There is no
quit in this group,”
Harp said. “They
have a willingness
to listen and learn
and believe in a
different game plan
every week. Our
Articles by Sarah Irons
Staff Writer

the best cross country teams in the
state,” said boys head coach Bryan
Beene.
This proved true when Ben
Woolums took 11th at the state
meet. Woolums was also named to
the Elite Academic All State Cross
Country Team.
The success the girls had this year
should not go unnoted and has the
coaches optimistic about future
seasons.
“Our girls had a young team this

kids are very intelligent and we can
create a few different wrinkles for every
opponent because of that.”
Every game, every week, every opponent is different. Harp believes in
the ability of the Eagle players.
“They are a talented group of kids
that are willing to work and give a little
extra,” Harp
said. “And
it’s a fact that
these seniors
have a ton
of winning
playoff experience.”
Their refusal to lose
is evident
not just to
coaches but
also to fans.
“They
have more
motivation
and spirit
than usual,” senior football fan Jessie
Johnson said about the Eagles performance in the playoffs thus far. “With a
new refuse to lose mentality.”
The Eagles continued to show their
spirit and determination in the game
on Dec. 2, travelling to Corsicana
where the boys came out with the ‘W’
with a 51-35 victory against Gilmer.
The Eagles hope to be battling in the
‘game of a lifetime’ and state championship at Dallas Cowboy Stadium on Dec.
16.
However, before state, the Eagles

Volleyball

Varsity volleyball ended their
season in regional quarterfinals with
a three set loss to the four time state
champions, the Lovejoy Leopards.
The Lady Eagles spent the majority
of the season ranked number two in
the state, and had a record-breaking
season (39-4).
Although their playoff run was
short, the team’s accomplishments
did not go unnoticed as many of the
girls earned all district accolades
including five superlatives.
Freshman Katy Keenan was
named Newcomer of the Year, ju-

have one more hurdle to overcome as
they face the Monahans lobos at Abiline Wylie on Friday, Dec. 9 at 7:30.
“They have heart and have finally
realized they are good enough to be
state champions,” senior Matson Kane
said. “I’ve never been so proud. I just
knew they were going to pull it off.”

Senior running back Tyler Eveleth
says that the players will be putting
forth a new determination for the upcoming games.
“We are going to do something that
has never been done before,” Eveleth
said. “Become state champs.”
Top: Eagles celebrate their victory over
the Carthage Bulldogs, which earned them
the Area Championship. Left: QB Austen
Aune carries the ball during the 2nd quarter. Middle right: Chad Bossow breaks past
Gilmore DB. Photos by Matt Garnett

nior Blair O’Brien was named MVP,
junior Bry Clark was named Libero
of the Year, senior Rachel Wilkes
was named Offensive Player of the
Year, and head coach Clark Oberle
was named Coach of the year for
District 9-3A.
Senior Sawyer Camillo was
named First Team All District, and
Senior Sarah Irons was named Second Team All District.
It was a great season for the Lady
Eagles, and with 7 returning varsity
players and plenty of upcoming talent, there will be many more winning seasons to follow.

Holidays from the Heart
Argyle Gives Back

Katye Butts and Gabby Bennett
Staff Writer
Student Standing Strong
is part of an organization called
Operation Christmas Box. Members of SSS donated items such as
candy, toiletries, toys and clothes
for children around the world. On
Tuesday, November 8th, members
wrapped the gifts in shoeboxes
and wrote letters to the kids.
receiving the boxes. By sending
these gifts, children who nor-

mally don’t receive presents have
something to look forward to on
Christmas morning.
Challenge Day Club is hosting a holiday carnival for Ms.
Kniss’s class. They will play games
such as Go Fish and Bean-Bag
Toss.
“In the spirit of Challenge Day,
we want to promote unity in our
student body. The Club wants
every student at AHS to feel loved
and important,” sponsor Jeanna
Sutton said.
The idea for a holiday carnival came from a
conversation Sutton
and Ms. Kniss had at
the beginning of the
year. The idea was
to create a fun and
inclusive atmosphere
where students could
carry forward the
spirit of Challenge Day
by interacting with

3105 Fort Worth Dr.
Denton, TX 76205

Livestock Feed, Lawn & Garden, Poultry, Pet
Food & Animal Health Products. Authorized
Mobile Chicken Coop Dealer. Soy free non GMO
Chicken Feed.
Email – dandl.denton@verizon.net

Books to Read for the Holidays
Emma Welsh
Staff Writer

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay by Michael Chabon
Set in New York City during the

early 1940’s, Kavalier and Clay
tells the story of two ambitious
cousins in New York hoping to
escape the turmoil of WWII. Laced
with intricate details and welldeveloped characters, Chabon’s
Pulitzer prize winning novel
explores the troubles facing the
Jewish writer Sam Clay and his
Czech cousin, Joe Kavalier as they
struggle to create a satirical comic
book about the Holocaust. Unpredictable and brimming with Chabon’s signature prose, this novel is
destined to become a classic.
Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close by Jonathan Safran Foer

Nine-year-old Oskar Schell is
certainly unique. Just a few of his
hobbies include designing jewelry, playing the tambourine, and

students that are not typically in
their regularly scheduled classes.
The holiday carnival took place on
Dec. 9th and was a big success.
Basketball and cheer adopt
a family from the school district.
Adopting a family means that the
students brought money, cards,
gifts, and food to donate.
“It’s become a tradition to
give back to the community,”
cheer sponsor Sheri Thompson
said. “We feel that we are very
fortunate in the things that we
have and want to give back. As a
cheerleader part of being a leader
is volunteering and giving back to
the community.”
These gifts bring a whole new
meaning to the holidays.
Rotary Interact Club partnered up with Students Standing Strong to contribute to a
toy drive at Denton’s Methodist
Asbury Church. Students involved
in these organizations brought
unwrapped gifts to Mrs. Sutton
and Mrs. Gosnell. The church also
hosted a tree lighting ceremony
for the toy drive on Dec. 2nd. The
toys were wrapped and handed
out to families in the surrounding
areas.

The AHS and AMS student
councils partnered with the
PTSA to host the first annual
Angel Tree celebration on Nov. 30.
Teachers from the district, administrators, school board members, Argyle Education Foundation, community members, town
council, and the PTSA attended.
The celebration focused on our
local Angel Tree organization. Attendents brought an unwrapped
toy, and had the option to make a
monetary donation, or adopt an
angel at the event. Angel Tree is a
program that provides children in
need with presents for the holidays. The celebration included
door prizes, Christina’s Mexican
food sponsored by the PTSA and
a performance by the AHS choir.
The results of this celebration will
make a huge impact in the lives
of the children who will receive
the gifts. Angel Tree donations
are due on Dec. 12. If you would
like to adopt an angel, contact any
student council member or Northstar Bank.
Photo left: Grace Little, Molly Livingston, Madi
Cvar, Dominique Griffin, and Choir Sponsor
Marla Warden preform at the Angel Tree dinner.
Photo right: Teachers and community members
enjoy Christina’s Mexican food at the Angel Tree
dinner. Photos by Katye Butts.

inventing, in addition to sending
letters to Stephen Hawking. After
his father dies in the September 11 attacks, he finds a key in
his father’s coat pocket labeled
“Black”. Determined to figure out
what it opens, he sets out to visit
every person in New York with

the last name “Black”. Dark as the
plot may be, young Oskar’s quirkiness provides comical relief as he
travels the five boroughs of New
York City. With his willingness
to revisit tragic marks in history,
Foer shows promise for future
books to come.

Alexa Ehlers
Staff Writer

boy when Mr. Nimi, the director,
needed some more boys to fill a role.
This year Thorpe plays the role of
Drosselmyer.
“People should come watch because well, I’ll be running around in
a cape and my brother will be wearing tights,” Thorpe said. “Seriously
though, it’s well worth your money
and time.”
Performances are Saturday, Dec.
10 at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m., and Sunday
December 11 at 2:30 p.m.

Seniors Dance in Denton,
Featured in Nutcracker
The Nutcracker has been performed and enjoyed at the Festival
Ballet of North Central Texas for
years, and now we have the opportunity to see some of our own
students take part.
This professional productionfeatures dancers from other countries
brought in for major roles.
Senior James Thorpe started
four years ago in the show as a party

First Annual
Talon
Recipe Contest
Emma Welsh
Staff Writer
This year The Talon hosted its
first holiday recipe contest, entries
varying from cupcakes to corn
dip. The winning recipe not only

Snow piles up on the pavement
Looking down, seeing the grass frozen white
Winds pushing flakes against the window,
While dressing up the man of snow
Glancing back at the house,
Hidden beneath dark clouds
Flames in the fireplace,
Playing with the aromas of a sweet dinner
Chords from the piano,
Mixing with the soft lyrical voices of aged loved ones
While young loved ones dance,
With little gingerbread men

received a feature in the newspaper
but a $25 gift card to Panda Express.
Contestants entered a sample of
their food and the recipe itself, the
staff trying each entry to be judged
that Friday morning.
Though the decision was a difficult, the judges reached a consensus, awarding the prize to both
Candace Jefferies for her corn dip
and her daughter, Reagan Jefferies,
for her Amish bread.
Winners pictured on right: Candace and Reagan Jeffries. Photo by Katye Butts

Children will shut their eyes,
Father and Mother will sneak out
Retrieving small and large boxes,
Leaving surprises only eyes can dream of
Nights are still,
Everything remains dark
Cousin and Brother playing Dreidel,
Under the light of the last burning candle
Igniting the flames of the past,
Celebrating Unity, Self-Determination,
Collective Work and Responsibility,
Celebrating Family, Purpose, Creativity, and Faith

Amish
Friendship
Bread
From Reagan Jefferies
Do not use a metal spoon or bowl
for mixing. Do not refridgerate if air
gets in bag. Let out the air. It is normal for the batter to thicken, bubble,
and ferment.
Day 1- This is the day you receive
the batter; Do nothing
Day 2-5- Squeeze the bag
Day 6- Add 1 cup of flour, 1 cup
of sugar, and 1 cup of milk. Put in
larger zip-lock bag and squeeze
until mixed.
Day 7-9: Squeeze the bag

Day 10- Add 1 cup of flour, 1 cup
of sugar, and 1 cup of milk to the
batter in a large bowl. Mix with a
wooden spoon or spatula. Pour four
1 cup starters into zip-lock bags.
Keep one starter for yourself and
give the other three to your friends
along with the instructions. To the
remainder batter, add:
1 cup oil, 1 cup sugar, 1 t. vanilla, 3
eggs, 1 ½ t. baking powder, ½ t. salt,
2 cup flour, ½ cup milk, ½ t. baking
soda, 1 large box of instant vanilla
pudding, 2 t. cinnamon
Pour into 2 large, greased and
sugared (with cinnamon and sugar
mixed) loaf pans. You can sprinkle
some extra cinnamon and sugar on
top. Bake 325_ for 45-60 minutes or
until toothpick comes out clean.

Poem by Yolanda Moalres

Argyle Mini
Storage

Corn Dip

From Candace Jefferies
2 cans white shoepeg corn, drained
5-7 fresh jalapeno peppers, chopped and
seeded
½ cup green onions, chopped
8 oz. Colby/Monterrey Jack, shredded
½ cup sour cream
½ cup mayo
Combine all ingredients, chill several hours.

(940) 240-0400
Traditions
Alexa Ehlers, Paige Gwartney
and Ashley Boatman
Staff Writers
As the holiday season approaches,
temperatures go down and holiday sprits
go up. Everywhere there are many different
decorations; some old, some new, and some

passed down from family.
Senior Lorianne Daub dedicates her
love for the holidays by spending it with
family and friends.
“We put up lights, Christmas trees
everywhere, and dress our dog in a Christmas sweater,” Daub said. “We have annual
Christmas caroling parties, and donating to
charities is a big part of my family’s Christmas tradition.”
Senior Dominique Church’s family
celebrates in a different manner.
“We open regular presents with everybody, and
then my dad
goes and
gets a trash
bag, usually
from the
attic, and
he starts
throwing
presents at
us because
he doesn’t
wrap.”
Senior
Dominique

1-866-351-0240

Serve with Fritos Scoops

Church said. “People have to duck; it’s
pretty hazard hazardous.”
As for foreign exchange student, Djemia
Trari, she brings her traditions from France.
“Our food is different; it’s traditional to
eat snails,” Trari said. “And instead of Santa
Clause, we call him ‘Father Christmas.’”
One superstition that is present in
Trari’s culture is that if snow falls on Christmas, it means a great year to
come.
Another French exchange
student, Florence Albrecht,
celebrates ‘Santa Clause Day’
on the evening of December
6th, so on Christmas, Santa isn’t
celebrated. However, on the
24th, Albrecht’s family gathers
together to exchange gifts, and
eat food.
“’Santa Clause Day,’ is a
day that you celebrate more
when you’re younger,” Albrecht
said. “Santa Clause, his friend
Schmutzli, and a donkey come
to visit the kids.”
The month of December is a
month of celebration, whether

it is Christmas, Hanukah, Santa Clause Day,
or something different. Celebrating during
winter break (or summer depending on
which part of the world), and taking part in
specific traditions surrounding the holiday
season seems to be a global affair.

Obsessed with Technology
Hannah Wiseman
Staff Writer (Editorial)

When my dad got into the computer programming business 32 years ago,
computers were new, big and bulky,
and the concept of the internet hadn’t
even been thought of. The only way you
could call someone from the street was
with a payphone, and they only went
one way.
At this moment, there’s a computer with Internet in my pocket that
sometimes I use as a telephone. If that’s
not enough, it’s only got four buttons
because it’s touch screen.
Sometimes I wonder how people
did things 32 years ago. It’s hard
enough to get a large group of people
together with cell phones, much less
without them. Writing this, I’ve already hit the backspace key 20 times,
something you can’t do on a typewriter.
There are three shows I watch regularly on the television, and one I watch
whenever I feel like it, thanks to the
use of TiVo. I completely started and
caught up on the show Doctor Who last
summer, thanks to the Internet, and
any friends that I recommend watch
the show can immediately do so when
they get home thanks to Netflix.
It’s rare to find someone in the
school who doesn’t have a cell phone,
or a Facebook, or a YouTube account.

Our society has been so completely immersed in technology, I don’t know if
we could live without it.
A viral YouTube video recently
showed a baby trying to slide things on
a magazine, not comprehending why
it didn’t work like an Ipad. My 7 year
old sister spends hours on Lazytown
and YouTube, looking up videos of
Justin Beiber (who got famous thanks
to the site). When I was 7, I mostly
read books and climbed trees, along
with occasionally watching Scooby Doo
or Hamtaro. It’s funny how even I can
notice the difference
in only 7 or 8 years.
Hardly anyone
reads books anymore,
and when they do, it’s
often on an e-reader.
You may even be
reading this article on
your computer.
I sit down at the
computer every time
I do my homework
so I can play music,
or check up on my
Facebook or DeviantART accounts. Then,
if I have questions, I
can simply tab into
Google and answer
them immediately.
Paper in gen-

eral has become somewhat obsolete.
E-books replace books and Microsoft
Word replaces written reports. I love to
draw on good old-fashioned paper, but
the amount of digital art on DeviantART upsets me.
A comic on xckd.com really says it
all: a guy decides he spends too much
time on the computer, so he sets off to
travel the world. It cuts to him walking
in this beautiful mountainous landscape with the thought bubble, “And
yet, all I can think is ‘this would make a 12/8 Boys V Bball Tourn. @
really good LiveJournal entry.’”
Weatherford; JV/F @Anna
Try and go a day without your cell
Girls V Bball Tourn. @
phone, or your computer, or television.
Salado; JV/F @ Sanger
I bet you couldn’t do it.
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Earth May Have a Second Sun in 2012
Hannah Wiseman
Staff Writer
Betelgeuse, one of the brightest
stars visible from earth, is in the starting stages of supernova. If it were to
explode, the light it casts off may give
earth the appearance of a second sun
in the sky for a few weeks, and even the
possibility of no night for a while.
Technically speaking, if the star
were to cause the appearance of a
second sun anytime soon, it would
have exploded hundreds of years ago,
sometime in the Middle Ages.
Betelgeuse is 650 light years away
from us, which means that its light—its
image—takes 650 years to reach earth.
The Betelgeuse you see in the night sky

today is actually what it looked like 650
years ago.
According to Dr. Brad Carter, astronomer and professor at the University of Southern Queensland, the star
has been losing mass, indicating that
it’s collapsing. This is the first sign of an
impending supernova.
Although the star would be bright
when it explodes, it will be about as
bright as our moon, not as bright as
our sun. Due to this, it will definitely be
visible during the day, but during the
night, it won’t be as bright.
Though we can’t be certain exactly
when Betelgeuse will explode—it may
happen in a few months, or in a few
hundred years—some experts speculate
it will supernova in 2012.

12/13 Girls Bball @ Denton High
12/16 Boys Bball vs Melissa @
Home; Girls @ Home vs Southwest
Christian
12/20 Boys BBall @ Crandall HS11:30a.m.; Girls @ Princeton
12/27 Boys VBball Whataburger
Tourn. @ Haltom; VGirls @ Saginaw
1/3
BBall @ Lucas Lovejoy HS 5:00p.m.
1/4
Jostens Senior meeting for
caps and gowns in Auditorium 10:30 a.m.
1/6
Boys BBall vs. Wichita Falls
Hirschi HS @ Home - 5:00p.m.;
*Girls @ Aubrey
1/7
HS Girls Soccer scrimmages
@ Home - 10:00a.m.
Senior cap and gown orders
due in Cafeteria - 11:00a.m.
1/10 BBall vs. Whitesboro HS @
Home - 5:00p.m.
HS Boys Soccer vs. Crandall
@ Home - 6:00p.m.
1/13 BBall @ Gainesville
HS Boys Soccer Tourn. @
Prosper
1/17 BBall @ Pilot Point HS
Soccer @ Gainesville 5:30p.m.
Boys Soccer vs. Cedar Hill @
Home - 6:00p.m.
1/20 Bball vs Sanger @ Home 5:00 p.m.
1/24 BBall vs. Aubrey @ Home 5:00p.m.
Boys Soccer vs. Aledo @
Home - 5:30p.m.
1/27 BBall @ Whitesboro HS 5:00p.m.
1/28 Winter Guard Contest @
Thomas Coliseum
Talent Show in Auditorium 6:00p.m.
1/31 BBall vs Gainesville HS @
Home - 5:00p.m.
HS Boys Soccer @ Liberty
Christian - 7:30 p.m.
2/1
Cheerleader sign ups in MS
& HS office

Luckily for us, this doesn’t mean
anything near the end of the world.
Any particles the explosion will emit
will not be dangerous to earth. In fact,
they may be beneficial. The energy sent
out is what makes up the universe, and
may help to create more elements like
gold and
silver.
We
won’t
know
when it
is until it
happens
2030-A Golden Triangle Dr.
though,
so keep
Fort Worth, TX 76177
an eye
817.232.8187
out.

* Lucky Star *

Auto

Sales
Steve Boatman
www.LuckyStarAutos.com

‘Overherd’ In The Halls

“No, you may not braid my neck
hair!” –Overheard on the school bus

Teacher Jennifer Fischer donates at the Taylor Ishee
blood drive. Photo by Gabby Bennett

“You guys watch garbage! Let’s make
the ultimate reality show- 19 and
counting fat kids who dance and
survive. Everyone would watch it!”
Coach Chancellor on reality shows

Student Council members Brooke Roney, Catherine Read, Lizzy Surrat,
Erica Gonzalez, Bo Rehl, and Mrs. Pam Arrington supporting Ishee’s Blood
Drive. Photo by Gabby Bennett
Photo by Gabby Bennett
Nakota Raines, Cullen Patterson, Emma
Havrilka dressed up as nerds during Red
Ribbon Week. Photo by Gabby Bennett

“Sometimes it just feels really good
to see someone that you hate fail.”
–Sarah Khan

Zach Zembraski, Cutter McDonald, Courtney Faciane,
Katy Keenan, Kenna Roberts and McKenna Ramsey
show their support for breast cancer
awareness. Photo by Matt Garnett

“”It would be nice. They would get
jobs and stop stabbing me in the
parking lot.” -Coach Beene
“You guys are getting way better at
cheating. Good job.” -Coach Beene
Teacher Terra Lyon’s third period class on Halloween.
Photo by Gabby Bennett

“You have to be farmers. Also, do it
for free.” -Coach Beene

Connor York dribbles down the court.
Photo by Gabby Bennett

“George Washington really founded South America. America was
founded by… Republicans… and
Democrats. Whichever you like
best.” –Coach Beene

Drum majors Tess Athey and Madison Sanders show
their ‘pink’ support.
Photo by Stacy Short

Seirra James cheers on her teammates
during the Lovejoy game. Photo by Katye
Butts

Football boys run out before the game against Prosper.
Photo by Stacy Short

“Ben is learning to be a better gambler, to cheat on his tax returns better… look at all the benefits you get
from this course.” –Mr. McCurdy
(From stats class)

Coach Jay McCook’s third period pose in their nerd attire.
Photo by Katye Butts
Kate Walker
goes up for
2. Photo by
Stacy Short

Morgan
Thompson
serves
during the
Lovejoy game.
Photo by
Katye Butts

Teacher Paula Smith’s third
period class supports breast
cancer. Photo by Katye
Butts

Trey Spratlen plays the
snare drum during
a pep-rally.
Photo by Stacy Short

Sarah Irons, Rachel Wilkes, Jessie Johnson and Sawyer
Camillo celebrate senior night after their last home game.
Photo by Stacy Short

Christen Lewellen,
Madison Hardy and Shelby
Wilson decorate the angel
tree. Photo by Katye Butts

Sawyer Camillo, Morgan Thompson and Jeffery O’Connor cheer
on the football team. Photo by Ben Woolums at the Cross Country
state meet. Photo by Andrea
Stacy Short
Woolums
Rachel Zembraski performs a stunt
Clarke Overlander about to pass
during the Prosper pep-rally.
the ball. Photo by Stacy Short
Photo by Stacy Short

Teacher Katie Marchianna and
Trey Keenan watches his teamates Jessie Johnson dresses up as a
Racheal Townsend and Sarah Khan support Teacher Deserae Good dress up for
play from the sideline.
Ke$ha for ‘rockstar” day.
breast cancer.
nerd day.
Photo by Stacy Short
Photo by Katye Butts
Photo by Gabby Bennett
Photo Gabby Bennett

Student Council girls participate in nerd day.
Photo by Gabby Bennett
Photo Essay by Gabby Bennett and Hannah Stanford

