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2017 Provincial Chapter
Elects New Council
The friars of the Capuchin Western America Province of Our
Lady of Angels gathered at the 13th Ordinary Chapter at St.
Francis of Assisi Retreat Center in San Juan Bautista on June
12-15. The theme of the Provincial Chapter was ‘Serving
the Lord as Pilgrims in this World.’ The main purpose of
this assembly that meets every three years was to reflect
collectively on the changing realities of Capuchin life
and the Province, and discern Capuchin brother ministry
assignments in various ministries throughout the Province.
There are currently 38 perpetually professed friars serving
in the Western America Province.
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Profession of Brother Alexander, OFM Cap
Br. Alexander Rodriquez, OFM Cap, made his Capuchin
profession of Perpetual Solemn vows on April 29, 2017 in
Santa Ynéz, CA, and graduated with honors on May 25,
2017 from St. Mary’s College of California, Moraga, with a
B.A. in Philosophy, Magna cum Laude.
Continued on pg 4.

Capuchins commented, “It was a fraternal experience with
an opportunity to reflect upon our life as Capuchins."
One of the final orders of assembly was accomplished
with the election of the next Provincial Council at Chapter.
Pictured from left is the newly elected Capuchin Provincial
Council 2017-2020. Prayers and blessings to new leadership
and all the Capuchin brothers as they move forward with
their provincial mission and vision according to their
Capuchin charisms in our western U.S. Province.

L-R: Provincial Council Capuchin Franciscans Western America Province
Father Joseph Seraphin Dederick, OFM Cap, Vicar
Father Tony Marti, OFM Cap, Councilor
Father Harold Snider, OFM Cap, Provincial Minister
Brother Tran Vu, OFM Cap, Councilor
Father Hung Nguyen, OFM Cap, Councilor
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~ PROVINCIAL MESSAGE ~

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Peace and Good!
St. Anthony lived at the same time
as St. Francis. Once St. Anthony
was addressing a gathering of friars
called a provincial chapter in Arles,
France; one of the friars attending
had a vision that St. Francis, who
was hundreds of miles away in Italy,
was standing there among them,
giving them his blessing.
While no one, as far as I know, had a
vision during our recent provincial
chapter hosted this summer in San Juan Bautista, California,
I believe St. Francis was there too, giving our Province his
blessing and guidance as we discussed our life and elected
our new Provincial Council. I was encouraged to hear the
wonderful ways the Lord has been working in our midst
along with the many blessings in the last three years for the
Capuchin Franciscans Western America Province.
Fr. Harold, OFM Cap.

New Capuchin professions, ministries, vocation
recruitments, St. Francis High School's graduation, a
Capuchin St. Anthony Feast Day event in San Francisco,
brothers traveling in music ministry, a Capuchin float in
the Columbus Day parade, a new Planned Giving Heritage
Society, along with the upcoming 25th Anniversary Golf
Tournament this September are just some of the highlights
we share with you.
One constant theme surfacing throughout the chapter
meeting this summer was the great gift we have in so
many wonderful friends, benefactors, and dedicated staff
who support our Capuchins and its ministry among God’s
people. You are truly a blessing to us, and I ask St. Francis to
watch over all of you. Please pray for me and the Capuchin
brothers serving on our new Province Council as we serve
our Province in the West over the next three years.

May the Lord bless you and keep you!

Fr. Harold Snider, OFM Cap.
Provincial Minister
Western America Province
of Our Lady of Angels

CAPUCHIN PROVINCE’S FEAST DAY
August 2 marked the day of our Patronal Feast of Our Lady of
the Angels of the Portiuncola . The small chapel of St. Mary of
the Angels (Our Lady of the Angels) was very dear to St. Francis
of Assisi as he referred to it as the Portiuncola (or the Little
Portion) and it is considered the cradle of the Franciscan Order.
In 1209, as the quarters of Rivo Torto became too small for the
newly forming religious order, St. Francis obtained from the
Benedictines the use of the Portiuncola, for which he paid a
basket of fish. The church and the surrounding small parcel
of land were in disrepair. Just as he did at San Damiano, St.
Francis rebuilt it, adding small huts (cells) and enclosing it
all in a protective hedge. It was there that St. Francis gained
a more vivid understanding of his own vocation. He held the
annual meetings of the friars (Chapters) there and it is where he
desired to spend his final earthly moments; dying in his nearby
cell October 3, 1226.
St. Francis felt that the Portiuncola was a place filled with God’s
grace. In 1216, at the request of St. Francis, the Pope granted
special privilege (plenary indulgence – a remission before God
of the temporal punishment due to sins) to all those who would
visit the little chapel.
Although limited to noon on August 1 to midnight on August
2, the privilege continues to be granted to this day; not only
to those who visit the Portiuncola, but to anyone who visits
any church where the friars live and minister. To receive this
privilege (for yourself or for someone else – living or deceased),
in addition to the visit, one must receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation within several weeks of the feast, go to Mass and
receive the Eucharist, recite the Our Father and Apostles Creed,
and pray for the intentions of the Holy Father.
The beautiful Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angele that
now surrounds the Portiuncola chapel was begun in 1569
(completed in 1684) by
decree of Pius V. It was
meant to accommodate
the huge crowds of pilgrims
who came on August 2 for
Il Perdono (Portiuncola
Indulgence). This is an
important feast day for
all Franciscans and is
celebrated in Franciscan
churches throughout the
world. As the friars of Our
Lady of Angels Province,
this Feast Day has singular
significance.
Also visit www.shrinesf.org for history about La Porziuncola
Nuova, a scaled replica of St. Francis' Porziuncola in Assisi, Italy.
The National Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi, served by the
Capuchins, San Francisco, CA.
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“AND THE LORD GAVE ME BROTHERS”
PROFESSION OF
BROTHER MARVIN ABELLA, OFM Cap

formation,
the
Capuchin
novitiate year provided Br.
Marvin a quiet routine, prayer,
work, class and silent reflection.

Capuchin Brother Marvin Mary Abella, OFM Cap, made
his First Profession of ‘Temporary Vows’ on Saturday,
July 15, 2017 at the San Lorenzo Novitiate in Santa Ynéz,
California. Br. Marvin will now spend a period of study
at the Capuchin House of Studies in Berkeley during his
Capuchin formation journey. Br. Marvin notes, "I can
summarize my year of novitiate study in the same words
our Seraphic Father Francis said in his testimony, “... and
the Lord gave me brothers .”

He reflects, "One profound
realization I had in my short life
as a Capuchin is that you will
never walk this journey alone.
Whether it's through the people
we minister to, strangers we
meet, people we work with, or
simply through our own Brothers,
Christ ensures that he will always
be with us in this journey."

The Capuchin Province congratulates and blesses Br.
Marvin: "Lord, look upon our Capuchin brother in his
desire to imitate your Son Jesus Christ in his poverty and
crucifixion after the manner of St. Francis. Pray that Marvin
is resolved to dedicate his life to you by having made
profession of the evangelical counsels in the present of
your Church. May he be dedicated to your service, sincere
in his love for you, able to fulfill his religious profession
cheerfully, and preserve it faithfully with spiritual joy."
Brother Marvin was invested with the holy habit of St.
Francis as a novice in July 2016 in Santa Ynéz Valley after
spending his postulant stage of Capuchin formation at St.
Conrad Friary in Berkeley. Following this stage of religious

Congratulations to
Br. Marvin Mary Abella,
OFM Cap

Born in the Philippines, Br. Marvin grew up in Santa
Clarita and Oxnard, southern California. Before joining
the Capuchin Order, he worked in the Telecom industry
upon graduation from ITT Tech majoring in electronic
engineering. As a network engineer and Network Systems
Administrator, Marvin worked on both coasts in New
England and Los Angeles.
Congratulations to Br. Marvin. May he continue to grow in
faith, with bright and firm hope, and the burning love that
will ever increase throughout his life. We hope his next year
will be a year of grace for him and all the novice brothers in
his class and Capuchin community.

CAPUCHIN FRANCISCANS WESTERN AMERICA PROVINCE

CHAPTER, San Juan Bautista, CA — June 12 - 16, 2017
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Br. Alex Rodriguez, OFM Cap
Continued from page 1

Br. Alexander Rodriquez,
OFM Cap graduates with
honors (Magna cum Laude)
from St. Mary's College.

Br. Alex hails from San Fernando
Valley, southern California. After
completing high school, Br.
Alex reflects, “The Lord invited
me to religious life; and after
much prayer, I said, ‘Yes’. While
discerning my religious life, I
asked myself, who am I? It was
then that I realized I wanted to
live simply and free of material
things like St. Francis of Assisi. I
felt invited to learn more about
the Franciscans, more specifically
the Capuchin Order after reading
about Padre Pio and learning he
was a Capuchin brother.

I then prayed to Padre Pio and our Lady for help in my
discernment. After some time, I grew and felt assurance to
this way of life and direction. I attended community college
with the intention of applying to the Capuchin Franciscans,
later applied to the Order, and I was then accepted to begin
the spiritual journey of Capuchin formation.
With my studies, temporary and perpetual solemn vows
now complete in this step of my Capuchin spiritual journey,
I still feel this same assurance as when I first joined the
Order. I trusted the Lord when I applied and continued to
trust while in Capuchin formation.”
After graduating from college and with the direction of his
formators, Br. Alex will now study theology and be ministry
trained to care for elderly Capuchin brothers within
community.
Br. Alex concludes, “The Lord invites many to this way
of life, but we must respond and say ‘Yes’ with our mind,
body, and spirit. Our charism is a gift of the Holy Spirit,
and supporting our Capuchin formation is a contribution
to this gift. May the Lord continue to grant us vocations.”

GRADUATION
St. Francis High School Graduating Class of 2017
La Cañada - Flintridge, California
- A Catholic Tradition of Enriching
the Mind and Heart Since 1946 –
One hundred and sixty young men from the Class of 2017
graduated on Saturday, May 27, on the campus of St. Francis
High School. Fr. Tony Marti, OFM Cap., President of St.
Francis High School, represented his Excellency Bishop
José Gómez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, at the graduation.
Mr. Thomas Moran, the school Principal, Mr. Rudy Trujillo,
the Academic Vice Principal, and Mr. Mark Heydorff ’70,
the Chairman of the board of Directors, also officiated at
the 68 th Annual Commencement Exercises for the local
Catholic, college-prepartory institution.
Harrison Duffy led the National Anthem and Charles
Greaves, Senior Class President, welcomed the guests.
Valedictorian Sebastian Haworth gave a formal address to
the audience. Haworth also received the Capuchin Award
and Medal of Scholarship. The program also recognized
Salutatorian Kevin Gates for his exceptional achievement.
The school faculty also presented Capuchin Medals for
excellence in academic subject areas. At the Baccalaureate
Mass on Friday, May 26, Community Service Awards
were also presented. At the time of gradation, students
from St. Francis High School’s graduating Class of 2017
have received 301 scholarships and awards to colleges
and universities throughout the United States. These
scholarships and awards equate to $12,205,983. towards
the recipients’ educational costs.
St. Francis High School and the Capuchin Franciscans
Western America Province Brothers and staff, President
Tony Marti, Brothers Tran Vu, Chris Thiel, and Christopher
Iwancio would like to congratulate all 160 graduates and
wish them success and happiness as they journey onward
toward lives of purpose marked by service to others.

The Western America Province blesses and prays for Br.
Alex’s continued spiritual journey as a Capuchin brother.

Br. Alex's Solemn
Profession,
San Lorenzo Chapel

Left: (Valedictorian) Sebastian Haworth
Right: (Salutatorian) Kevin Gates

Capuchin West

CAPUCHIN ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY
- Celebrating 50 Years in Priesthood and Capuchin Life
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Capuchin Investiture of
Br. Austin Cambon, OFM Cap

Capuchin priest, Fr. Flavian Welstead,
OFM Cap celebrated his 50th anniversary
of ordination to Capuchin priesthood
May 21, 2017. Fr. Flavian is a parochial
vicar at Our Lady of Angels Parish in
Burlingame, CA, and hails from Douglas
in County Cork, Ireland. Ordained in the
Emerald Isle at Ard Mhuire, Donegal, he
served as a missionary in the Sioma and
Mangango mission and in Livingstone,
Zambia. From 1989-2002, he also served
as the Capuchin’s Provincial Development
Director.
“Fr. Flavian is generous to a fault”, Fr.
Michael Mahoney, OFM Cap, and Our
Lady of Angels Pastor commented. As a
Capuchin brother, “Fr. Flavian is tireless
in his ministry to others.” The Capuchin community thanks Fr. Flavian
for the years he has served as an instrument of God’s grace for so many
and for the many sacrifices of love that he has made in living out his holy
vocation. We thank God for the many blessings he has bestowed on the
Capuchin community.

Fr. Flavian to be Celebrated at Capuchin's
25th Silver Anniversary Golf Tournament
Monday, September 25, 2017

Fr. Flavian will be celebrated at this year’s Capuchin Golf Tournament hosted at
Green Hills Country Club in Millbrae, CA. Join in for golf, dine, and celebrate Fr.
Flavian, our fellow Capuchin brother and top-flite golfer who has brought love,
humor, and tireless dedication to the Capuchin community for five decades.
WAYS TO PARTICIPATE: GOLF, DINE, TEE SIGNAGE, EVENT SPONSORSHIPS, and
WATERFORD RAFFLE.
Call Capuchin Development Office for event registration at 650-347-1505.
Or visit: www.capuchinsgolf.com for details, print golf registration form, or
register online.

•

•

25th Annual

SAV E the
DATE

Capuchin Golf
Tournament

Monday, Sept. 25, 2017
Green Hills Country Club
Millbrae, CA
w w w.capuchinsgolf.com

Capuchin novice Austin Cambon, was
invested in the holy habit on July 23, 2017 in
our Western America Province of Our Lady
of Angels.
Spending his postulant stage of Capuchin
formation at St. Conrad’s Friary in Berkeley
in the last year, Austin will be spending his
upcoming year at San Lorenzo Seminary as
a novice studying in southern California.
During this stage of religious formation, the
Capuchin novitiate year will provide Austin
a quiet routine, prayer, work, class and silent
reflection.
Special prayers and blessings go out to Br.
Austin as he pursues and continues his
Capuchin spiritual journey:
“O God, author and giver of a holy vocation,
look with kindness upon Austin, our
Capuchin brother who has entered upon the
Capuchin way of life. Through the prayers
and merits of the Immaculate Virgin Mary,
and the intercession of our Seraphic Father
we pray.
Saint Francis, grant during his novitiate year,
Austin may learn how to praise you simply
and frequently, obey humbly, preserve
purity of heart and body, be zealous to live
the Gospel and strive to do your holy will.”
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“Prayer is the greatest gift that one friend can offer another.”
– Cardinal Terrence Cooke

He is
Risen!

“We should seek
not so much to
pray but to
become a prayer.”
~ St. Francis
of Assisi

Peace Prayer (Attributed to St. Francis)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offense, let me bring pardon.
Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth.

Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.
O Master, let me not seek as much
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love,
for it is in giving that one receives,
it is in self-forgetting that one finds,
it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,
it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.

Spanish translation

Kinh Hòa Bình (Vietnamese translation)

Lạy Chúa, xin hãy dùng con như khí cụ bình an của Chúa.
Để con đem yêu thương vào nơi oán thù,
đem thứ tha vào nới lăng nhục
đem an hòa vào nơi tranh chấp,
đem chân lý vào chốn lỗi lầm.
đem tin kính vào nơi nghi na,
đem trông cậy vào nơi thất vọng,
đem ánh sáng của Ngài vào nơi tối tăm
đem niềm vui đến chốn u sầu.
Lạy Chúa xin hãy dạy con,
tìm an ủi người hơn được người ủi an,
tìm hiểu biết người hơn được người hiểu biết,
tìm yêu mến người hơn được người mến yêu.
Vì chính khi hiến thân là khi được nhận lãnh,
chính lúc quên mình là lúc gặp lại bản thân.
chính khi thứ tha là khi được tha thứ,
chính lúc chết đi là khi vui sống muôn đời.
“PRAY ALWAYS AND NEVER LOSE HEART.”
(LUKE 18:1)

Oración de Paz asociado con San Francisco de Asís
Señor, hazme un instrumento de tu paz.
Donde haya odio, siembre yo amor;
donde haya injuria, perdón;
donde haya duda, fe;
donde haya tristeza, alegría;
donde haya desaliento, esperanza;
donde haya tinieblas, luz.
¡Oh, Divino Maestro!
Que no busque ser consolado sino consolar;
que no busque ser amado sino amar;
que no busque ser comprendido sino comprender;
Porque dando es como recibimos;
perdonando es como Tú nos perdonas;
y muriendo, es como nacemos a la vida eterna.

◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊ ◊◊

To place a personal prayer, special intention,
or view upcoming events, visit Capuchin
Franciscan's Province website at:

www.olacapuchins.org

scan QR code
to see our
wesite

Capuchin West
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The Capuchin Province hosted its
second annual St. Anthony’s Feast Day
Celebration on June 18 in conjunction
with the North Beach Italian Festival. This
year's celebration also included a Father’s
Day recognition/celebration.

attracting visitors to our Capuchin site
while the blessing of animals also took
place in the afternoon. Proud pet owners
received a special name label, “I’ve been
blessed by the Capuchins” along with a pet
scarf for their dog at the church altar.

Musical entertainment, artisan tents, and
crowds arriving early morning in Little Italy
for lunch were seen and heard walking the
streets of Vallejo and Columbus during
the Italian fest. Many of our Capuchin
Brothers mingled with the community,
greeted pilgrims at the National Shrine,
and met fine-dining guests at Mona Lisa
Restaurant during lunch and dinner hours.

Many children were entertained by Fr.
Alan Wilson’s magical tricks as families
sauntered along the bustling streets.

Mass at the National Shrine of St. Francis,
with blessing of the animals in ‘Franciscan
Spirituality’ were just some of the activities

This feast day event served as a friendraising celebration for the Capuchin
Franciscan Western America Province
highlighting its ministries. We would like
to thank the friends of our community
who participated and our community
partner, Mona Lisa Restaurant, for hosting
this Capuchin celebration again this year.

Tha
Sup nks fo
r
por
ting
Cap the
uch
ins
!

St. Anthony of Padua

CAPUCHIN ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST DAY EVENT
CELEBRATED 'ITALIAN STYLE'

Prayer to St. Anthony
“Blessed be God in His
Angels and in His Saints.”
O Holy St. Anthony,
gentlest of Saints, your
love for God and Charity
for His creatures, made
you worthy, when
on earth, to possess
miraculous powers.
Encouraged by this
thought, I implore you to
obtain for me (request).
O gentle and loving St.
Anthony, whose heart
was ever full of human
sympathy, whisper my
petition into the ears of the
sweet Infant Jesus, who
loved to be folded in your
arms; and the gratitude
of my heart will ever be
yours.
Amen.
(Say your request)
Make the sign of the cross.
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Welcome to New Postulants entering the Capuchin Order and
Receiving the Tau Cross on Sept. 14, 2017
Nick Pearce
Nick Pearce hails from Folsom near Sacramento in Northern California. A graduate of
Folsom High School, American River College, and California State University Sacramento,
Nick worked in education prior to joining the Capuchin Order as a postulant. He spent six
years working as an elementary teacher and worked for the State of California for eleven
years before that. During his time working in education, Nick also served twelve years as a
Youth Minister at his local parish.

Artie Vasquez
Artie Vasquez was born and raised in Madera, California. Before entering the Capuchin
Order in Western America Province, he was a seminarian for the Diocese of Fresno. He
studied in Juan Diego House in Gardena, CA, and attended El Camino College for two years.

We pray in thanksgivng for the gift of their vocation, and ask that they remain open
to the Spirit of the Lord and its holy activity throughout their postulancy

INQUIRE AND CONNECT IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FINDING OUT MORE ABOUT A VOCATION
WITH THE CAPUCHIN FRIARS, PLEASE REACH OUT TO FR. PETER BANKS, OFM CAP, AT:
VOCATION DIRECTOR WESTERN AMERICA PROVINCE, Fr. Peter Banks, OFM Cap
P.O. Box 618
Solvang, Ca 93464-0618
Phone: 805-686-4127
Email: peterbanksofmcap@yahoo.com
Province website: www.beafriar.com

WHEREVER there is life,

fervor and a desire to bring Christ to
others, genuine VOCATIONS
will arise.

Scan to see our website
www.beafriar.com

Check out our Province websites at:

www.olacapuchins.org
www.capuchinsnormex.org
and “like” us on Facebook!

CAPUCHIN VOCATION . . . Walk with us as Capuchin Franciscans
in spreading the Joy of Jesus and St. Francis. Discerning a
By checking our website: www.beafriar.com, you can learn
more about the Capuchin Order. Talk to our Vocation Director
Fr. Peter Banks, OFM Cap, at 805-686-4127, (peterbanksofmcap@
yahoo.com) and inquire about “Come and See” weekends to our
Ministries. This may assist in determining if you have a calling to
be a Capuchin Brother or Priest.

Capuchin Ministries & Events
See website for details and Calendar.

Capuchin West

The Wisdom and Facets of St. Francis
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by Fr. Bobby Barbato, OFM Cap
Francis’ relationship with his parents
was complicated. Most people know
of the public break with his father,
Pietro di Bernardone, in the square of
Assisi in Italy. But less well known is
his mother, Pica. We know Pica was
a devout woman, who taught Francis
to pray as well as to sing in French,
and who tried to protect him from
the wrath of his father when he began
his journey of conversion.

Francis does not speak of his own
mother in his writings, but I can’t
help but think his experience of
his own mother’s devotion and
encouragement helped him to accept
the love and protection of the Virgin
Mary, mother to all Christians. He placed his Order under her protection as Our Lady of Angels, and always turned to her
for protection. May the Lord bless all mothers, with grace and peace and the care of the Blessed Mother of us all.

“Holy Virgin Mary, among woman born into the world, there is no one like you, daughter and
servant of the most high and supreme King and Father in heaven, mother of our most holy Lord,
Jesus Christ, Spouse of the Holy Spirit.” (Office of the Passion, Antiphon).

Sunday, OCTOBER 8 – San Francisco
Capuchin Brothers walk a second year in San Francisco’s
149th Italian Heritage Columbus Day Parade with their
Capuchin float. Come out and cheer on the Capuchin
friars as they step onto the streets, in one of the oldest
and continuously hosted historic parades in America!
For additional information about parade, refer to: www.
ShrineSF.org.

JOIN US OCTOBER FOR CAPUCHIN ST. FRANCIS FEAST & CELEBRATION
Tuesday, Oct 3
Wednesday, Oct. 4

7 p.m. Mass, followed by 8 p.m. Transitus Ceremony in the Porziuncola
7 p.m. Mass, Feast of St. Francis*

*Beginning of the novena prayer will be recited after Mass and all masses through Oct. 12. (The Feast schedule is in
addition to Shrine’s regular schedule) Mon-Sat 12:15 p.m./Confessions 11 a.m. -12 p.m./ and Sunday 11 a.m. Mass

Sunday, Oct 8
		
		

Capuchin Brothers, Columbus Day Parade, San Francisco
12:30 p.m. START AT Fisherman’s Wharf.
4 p.m. At the National Shrine: Capuchin Blessings of the Animals

REFER TO. www.olacapuchins.org & www.ShrineSF.org – for additional events.
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St. Vincent de Paul of Los Angeles

Benefit Dinner & Awards Ceremony

Old Mission Santa Inés Parish Community
Solvang, California
In 1804, Mission Santa Inés, the 19th of the 21 California
missions, was established by the Franciscan Friars. In 1924,
the old Mission was entrusted to the care of the Capuchin
Franciscans. Through the ages, the work of evangelization
has created a spirit of renewal for all, especially the poor. This
hallmark of Franciscan spirituality has flourished at the Santa
Inés and its Conference of Charity through many ministries.
Established in 2000, the Conference serves a variety of needs
throughout the Santa Inés Valley. Kicking off the liturgical year, our Christmas Basket Program
is supported by charitable foundations, along with Christian and non-Christian churches who
donated tens of thousands of dollars as well as food, clothing and toys to families in greatest
need. Empowering families through systemic change, LILLIF (low interest loans to low income
families) has creatively helped families to reduce credit card debt/high interest loans and teach
basic principles of household finance. Providing vouchers for local motels, grocery stores and
restaurants remains a priority for the “gentle people of the street” as they travel the central
coast. Visiting individuals/families to access needs, be it a “bridge payment” for rent/utilities
or household goods from our storage space, constantly engages our members. Recognizing the
importance of youth, especially from lower income areas, the Old Mission provides camperships,
weekly celebration of the Eucharist, as well as support for capital projects at the Circle V Ranch.
The parishioners of the Old Mission strive to live the words of Blessed Fredric Ozanam – One
cannot avoid the social issues; because they are formidable, God does not want us to turn them
aside. For this, we are humbly grateful to be recognized.

Father Matthew G. Elshoff
		

OFM Cap., Pastor

Fr. Matt who was raised in La Cañada, California, and is a
graduate of St. Bede the Venerable Grammar School and St.
Francis High School, entered the Capuchin Order in 1973. He
completed his undergraduate and graduate degrees from
the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology at the
Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley. He later became
licensed as a Marriage and Family Therapist.
Since his ordination in 1982, Fr. Matt has served the Western
American Province in various ministries; vocation and
formation work; teacher and administrator at St. Francis
High School; and provincial leadership. In 2014, he received
a sabbatical to work with the Capuchin Friars in Northern Mexico. He was appointed pastor of
Old Mission Santa Inés in July 2015. He is humbled to represent the parish at this Gala.

FOR VISITOR INFORMATION ABOUT OLD MISSION SANTA INÉS, refer to www.missionsantaines.org.
Gift Shop: 805-688-4815, Ext. 231 Open daily: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

** Capuchin CD's available

Capuchin West

A SPARKLING NIGHT Mercy Night Hosted at
The National Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi
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OUR PATRONAL FEAST OF OUR
LADY OF ANGELS

The National Shrine of St.
Francis hosted its second ‘Mercy
Night.’ on Friday, June 23. Teams
of young Catholics ventured
into the busy North Beach
neighborhood, which often on
a Friday night in Little Italy, is
filled with young people looking
for a good time and revelry.
With radiating light, the Catholic evangelizers with their
bright lanterns ventured into the streets as an ice-breaking
device, begin a conversation and invite pedestrians passing
by Columbus and Vallejo Streets to visit the National Shrine
and view its La Porzioncola Nuova, a scaled replica of St.
Francis’s Porziuncola in Assisi, Italy. (Portiuncola means
“small portion of land” and refers to the Benedictine chapel
St. Francis restored when he was a young man.)
Once inside the National Shrine, the Blessed Sacrament was
exposed as Catholics knelt in prayer and meditation. Three
priests were available to hear confessions, and pilgrim
visitors were invited to deposit individual prayer intentions
into a basket and light a candle at the foot of the sanctuary.
Catholic worshippers were on hand and offered to pray for
the visitors’ intentions this Mercy Night evening.
This wide community
outreach and hospitality
to strangers worked
well. During the second
hour in the evening, a
group of well-dressed
young ladies entered
the
church,
trying
without much success,
to walk softly in high
heels and formal attire
as they approached
the Shrine altar. They
knelt at the foot of the
sanctuary, with their
lit candles, and prayed quietly as a group before leaving.
Later, one of the evangelizers told a Cal Catholic reporter
that these young women were a part of a SF bridal party and
were out celebrating as one of the ladies in the party was
getting married. When they learned about Mercy Night at
the Shrine during their event celebration agenda, they also
decided to enter the National Shrine and pray for the future
wedding party’s bride and groom and families.
Throughout Mercy Night evening, hosted ‘one night only’
from 8-11 p.m., approximately 40 new visiting pilgrims
experienced the National Shrine for the first time in San
Francisco.

As we recently celebrated the patronal fest
of the Western America Province, Our Lady
of Angels of the Portiuncola, know that you
are being remembered in the prayers and
Mass intentions of the Capuchin
community.
PRAYER to Our Lady of the Angels:
You are fair, O Mary,
And the stain of original sin is not in you.
You are the glory of Jerusalem;
You are the joy of Israel;
You are the honor of our people;
You are the advocate of sinners,
O Mary Our Lady of the Angels,
Virgin most prudent,
Mother Most loving,
Pray for us,
Intercede for us with Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Fr. Eugene Ludwig, OFM Cap
Receives the Cross of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
All Holiness Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople, has awarded Fr. Eugene Ludwig, OFM Cap, DSPT Adjunct Professor of History and Patristic Theology, the cross
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in recognition of his thirty-six years of service on the
Board of the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute at the GTU (Graduate Theological Union). The Institute offers academic courses in the GTU and has an outreach
program for Orthodox students at the GTU and the University of California.
Fr. Eugene began teaching at DSPT as an adjunct in 1975 and joined the faculty in 1981.
He is a biritual priest which means he may celebrate in either Roman or Byzantine
Rites. He served for many years with the Melkite Greek Catholic chaplaincy for the
University of California and subsequently served five years as pastor of the Russian
Catholic parish in San Francisco. When asked about his attraction to the Byzantine
Church he says: “It’s how I pray.”
Fr. Eugene was a member of the founding Board when the Institute opened in 1980
and served until 2016 when he retired. Utilizing his academic expertise, he helped
the Institute understand the dynamics of the GTU and was instrumental in the
development of an MA program in Orthodox Studies.
Patriarchal awards to Catholic priests are made
occasionally as expressions of appreciation for
academic, administrative, or pastoral activity that has
benefited the Orthodox Church. This special silver
cross is awarded to a presbyter and takes the shape of
the cross on the seal of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
Recipients of patriarchal awards include Jesuit liturgical scholar Archimandrte Robert Taft
and Fr. Hans Urs von Balthasar who was recognized for his scholarship on St. Maximos
Confessor.

a a a a a Spiritual Solace a a a a a

The Beatitudes

“Blessed are the poor in Spirit; The reign of God is theirs.
Blessed are those who mourn; they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the nonviolent; they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice; they shall have their fill.
Blessed are the merciful; mercy shall be theirs.
Blessed are the pure of heart; they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers; they shall be called children of God.
Blessed are those who suffer persecution for the sake of justice; the reign of God is theirs.”
								Matthew 5:3-10

Capuchin West
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Encountering the Beatitudes - Inspired by a Journey to Holiness
By Moira Mahoney, CPP, V.P. for Development
One of the most famous set of beatitudes in the New Testament comes from what is commonly called, ‘The Sermon on the
Mount.’ This event is recorded both in the Gospel of Matthew and in the Gospel of Luke. While Luke depicts Jesus offering
this teaching on a level area, Matthew has Jesus offering this central teaching from a ‘mountain’. Matthew uses this mountain setting to call to mind the image of Moses, who received the Ten Commandments from Mount Sinai. Like Moses, Jesus
is presented on the mount as someone imparting a central teaching from God. Unlike Moses, Jesus does not simply receive
a teaching from God; rather, as the Son of God, He is the source of the teaching.
So what exactly is a beatitude? It is a type of speech that brings with it when spoken or read an expression of joy, much like
the phrase, “How honored are you, or how fortunate are you,” and it is often combined with a phrase that gives a reason for
this joy. Found in the bible and most often the New Testament, beatitudes are part of traditional prayers or often proverbial wisdom. If you ever heard someone say, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”, they were paraphrasing a beatitude
that St. Paul attributed to Our Lord. (Acts 20:35).
Another example of a beatitude would be after Jesus’ Resurrection, in his dialogue with the Apostle, Thomas, who doubted
that he had risen, Jesus says, “Blessed are they who have not seen and have believed.” (John 20:29).
Below is one beatitude that can often be seen lived out throughout history.

“Blessed are the Nonviolent”
Dr. Takashi Nagai was a Japanese physician who converted to Catholicism early in his medical career. His family
included doctors. His father was trained in Western medicine and grandfather was a practitioner of traditional herbal
medicine. His mother was the descendant of an old family of samurai and in Japanese, Takashi means “nobility”.
Nagai was raised in the rural area of Mitoya and accordance to the teachings of Confucius and the Shinto religion. In
1920, he commenced his secondary studies at Matsue High School. Occidental sciences and the materialistic spirit
were dominant among his professors and Nagai became increasingly interested with the surrounding atheism. While
attending school, he took notice of a Christian teacher who worked there, and
he came to hear the story of the teachings of Christ from this teacher.
Nagai worked in radiology at Nagasaki Medical College where he was seriously
injured by the atomic bomb blast on August 9, 1945. Despite these injuries, he
and his colleagues selflessly assisted many victims of the bombing. Dr. Nagai
had contracted leukemia before the bombing, and the exposure to radiation
from the nuclear blast contributed to his declining health. Eventually bedridden, he wrote many articles and books about the violence of the bombing and
the need for world peace before he died. At the end of his life, he was known as
the ‘Saint of Nagasaki.’
An estimated 20,000 guests attended his funeral Mass with one minute of
silence observed as the bells of all religious sites rang in the city of Nagasaki.

Resolution: “Gospel Nonviolence -The Way of the Church”
On Aug. 3, 2017, the Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM)
members gathered at their national assembly and overwhelmingly
supported this resolution:
Resolution General: The Conference of Major
Superiors of Men (CMSM) resolves to use both
our individual charisms and experience as
religious leaders to 1) significantly build up
nonviolent practices and a culture of nonviolence; and 2) to invite Pope Francis to offer
an encyclical on nonviolence, which would
include a shift to a just peace approach for
transforming conflict.

Dr. Takashi Nagai, (1908-1951)

Jesus speaks many beatitudes
in the Gospels. Talking about
the need to be watchful, for
example, he says, “Happy that
servant whom his master discovers at work on his return.”
(Matthew 24:46)
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The Advancement of the Cause- Beatification Announced: Another
Step Forward Towards Canonization for Capuchin – Fr. Solanus Casey, OFM Cap
With great excitement and joy we announce the advancement of the Cause for Venerable Father Solanus Casey to being
named “Blessed Solanus Casey.” May 4, 2017 will always shine in our hearts as this was the day Pope Francis announced
to the world that Fr. Solanus Casey will be beatified. At 10:30 am in Rome, the Pope had an audience with His Eminence
Cardinal Angelo Amato, S.D.B., Prefect for the Congregation of the Causes of Saints. During this audience, the Holy Father
authorized the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate the following decree regarding a miracle, attributed to
the intercession of the Venerable Servant of God Solanus Casey, professed priest of the Order of Friars Minor Capuchins;
born November 25, 1870 and died July 31, 1957.
“The beatification of Father Solanus Casey is an incomparable grace for the Church in the Archdiocese of Detroit and for
the whole community of Southeast Michigan,” stated Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron, Archdiocese of Detroit. “He is an inspiration to all us Catholics – and to all – of the power of grace to transform one’s life.”
“Long before we knew and loved Pope Francis, we had the example of Fr. Solanus who lived the Gospel of Mercy,” said Fr.
Michael Sullivan, OFM Cap. and Provincial Minister of the Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Joseph (mid-west Capuchin Province). “Known for his compassion and simplicity, Solanus drew many thousands to God.”
Special thanks to all that have supported the Fr. Solanus Guild, the Cause along with the many thousands of individuals
with a private devotion to him. Your prayerful and active support in making him known through the past 57 years has
shown the wonderful fruits of this announcement for the advancement of Venerable Solanus Casey’s Cause onto the stage
of “Beatification.” Fr. Solanus will soon be acknowledged as “Blessed Solanus Casey”, and this advancement is a major step
toward the final step of Canonization which then will give him the title of “Saint.” Moving forward, we will be in search of
a second healing miracle to take place for this title of “Saint” to be bestowed.
Edited reprint, Br. Richard Merling, OFM, Cap - Director of the Fr Solanus Guild and Vice Postulator of the Cause

BEATIFICATION of
FR. SOLANUS CASEY, OFM Cap
The Capuchin Franciscan Order of St. Joseph
in has announced the
date for Father Solanus
Casey’s beatification ceremony which will take
place Nov. 18, 2017, at
Ford Field in downtown
Detroit, Michigan. Mass
is at 4 p.m. and doors
open at 2 p.m. This follows the historic announcement
by Pope Francis on May 4 that Casey will be elevated to
‘Blessed’ in the Roman Catholic Church. Detroit’s football
stadium, Ford Field, will be configured to accommodate
approximately 60,000 guests for this joyous ceremony and
historical and global event.
Beatification is the third step of a four-step process to be
named a saint, and Solanus Casey will be the second American-born, to be beatified. Details and ticket information for
the Fr. Solanus Casey beatification ceremony is available at:

www.solanuscasey.org/beatification.

Father Casey was a member of the Capuchin Franciscan Order of St. Joseph in Detroit and one of the co-founders of
the city’s Capuchin Soup Kitchen 88 years ago. He was born
in Oak Grove, Wisconsin on Nov. 25, 1870 and died July 31,
1957. After his ordination in 1904, Casey served at three different parishes in New York before moving to Detroit and was
a Capuchin Friar credited with miraculous cures and valued
for his wise and compassionate counsel with the community. He served at the Capuchin St. Bonaventure Monastery
on Mt. Elliott Street in Detroit and he worked for 21 years as
a porter and spending his life in the service of people, and
endearing himself to thousands who would seek his counsel. He earned a recognition as ‘the Doorkeeper’ — a brother
who would provide soup for the hungry, kind words for the
troubled, and a healing touch for the ill. The Detroit Capuchins today continue their ministry to the poor and the sick
and those in need. The Capuchins also operate the Solanus
Casey Center that attracts 250,000 visitors annually. Solanus co-founded the Capuchin Soup Kitchen in 1929, and
today it serves Metro Detroit by providing food, clothing
and human development programs to the community. The
beatification cause for Casey began in 1976. In 1995, Pope
John Paul II confirmed that the late friar had lived a model
life of heroic virtue and titled him as Venerable.
Edited reprint, Stillwater Gazette, Minnesota July 6, 2017

Capuchin West
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What Is Beatification?
Current Vice-Postulators (case documentors/advocators for
the Cause) at the Solanus Casey Guild in Detroit, Br. Richard
Merling and Fr. Larry Webber, OFM Cap, document reports
of exceptional favors received over the years that might be
acclaimed as miraculous related to Fr. Solanus Casey. If evidence can be shown and proven as being ‘miraculous or unexplainable’, then the case can be presented from Detroit’s
S. Casey Guild to Rome as a possible miracle to further the
Cause. In this recent case in Detroit, the reported healing
was investigated and has been accepted by the church as
being miraculous, through the intercession of Venerable Solanus Casey.

Once Solanus’ Beatification ceremony takes place in November 2017, Solanus will receive the title of “Blessed”. This
allows public veneration of him as
being a saintly and holy person.
With this declaration, this Capuchin priest is acknowledged as one
who is in heaven, in union with
God. There will be official Mass
prayers and liturgical devotions allowed to him – asking for his continued intercession with God for
the needs of God’s people.
Fr. Solanus Casey OFM Cap
(1870-1957)

How Casey's Journey Began
Solanus greeted, listened, and prayed with people visiting
the Capuchin monastery and St. Bonaventure chapel. Casey
modeled a central core value of becoming followers of Jesus
Christ: to unite ourselves with God and with each other, ‘in
and of’ community. Through the century, many pilgrims
visited the Capuchin Detroit monastery and chapel and
asked favors especially related to personal health concerns.
Asking for healing for oneself, family and friends were often
a common request made to Solanus. In addition to personal requests, there were also larger issues and requests made
too over the years: world peace, poverty, overcoming the
effects of the Great Depression, financial distress, abortion,
environment, social violence, and the secularization of the
modern world.
Many visitors wanted their deceased spouse or family members remembered, and some prayed to help resolve family
disputes, financial problems, or help dealing with addicted

family members. Pilgrims prayed that their children and
grandchildren would come back to practice their faith; and
many families were dealing with mental health issues.
After Casey’s death since 1957, today, prayers to Casey are
placed on his tomb and left by the tabernacle in the friars’
chapel daily, seven days a week. The Capuchin Brothers lift
those prayers and special intentions up in prayer but ask
that pilgrims also seek to collaborate in prayer. Fr. Solanus
prayed ‘with and for’ people, but he always asked a person
to make a response of faithfulness: a prayer of gratitude, a
gift of charity, or an act of kindness. We are all called to unite
ourselves to the will of God and to trust that; and when we
cooperate, God’s designs are accomplished.
Fr. David Preuss, OFM Capuchin,
Solanus Casey Center’s Executive Director,
Edited reprint:

“ASK, and you will receive. SEEK, and you will find. KNOCK,. and it will be open to you.
For the one who asks, receives. The one who seeks, finds. The one who knocks, enters.”
									Matthew 7:7-8

(First scriptural quote Solanus recorded in his notes at age 26.)

Connected in Prayer
Please Join Us and Pray the Novena November 30 to December 8, 2017
Nationally for Capuchin Fr. Solanus Casey, OFM Cap:
The Novena date for advancement of the Cause is in conjunction with Fr. Solanus’ own Novena that he made (in
1896) to the Blessed Virgin Mary ending on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Solanus asked the Blessed
Virgin’s help to give him direction for his own vocation. On the ninth day of that novena, Casey received an answer
from her: “Go to Detroit” and Detroit is where he would find the Capuchins. “Deo gracias.”

For more information on Capuchin Vocations: www.beafriar.com
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Old Mission Santa Inés raises
$15,862 for our Capuchin Missions
in Northern Mexico

The Capuchins thank the Amigos de Los Capuchinos
of Old Mission Santa Inés for all their hard work and
support!

Old Mission Santa Inés Parish Donations
Milk for Our Missions Lent Canisters
Cinco De Mayo Celebration Event
2017 Mission Contributions to Date:

$ 1,500
$ 5,700
$ 8,662
$15,862

Fr. David Beaumont, OFM Cap. Preaches
and Shares Mission Life in the Capuchin
Province Custody of No. Mexico

Jo Anne Taylor
(Amigos Coordinator)
with Fr. David
Beaumont, OFM Cap.

Our Capuchin friars from Northern Mexico visited
th
Old Mission Santa Inés May 5 family-event
weekend. Fr. David Beaumont, OFM Cap. (Custos)
and Brothers Daniel, Mario, and Oscar relayed
stories of their vital ministry in Mexico at the mass
homilies to the parishioners at Old Mission Santa
Inés. “Life in Mexico can be harsh with violence from
drug cartels and now heroin growing is more
common vs. marijuana due to California marijuana
legalization laws. Alcoholism and diabetes due to
corn-based diets, strip mining of mountainous
land and rivers from USA and Canadian mining
companies is growing.
. Bringing the Good News of
the gospel to Northern Mexico instills hope,”

Cinco de Mayo
Celebration
May 5th showcases a
cultural dance group
including Old Mission
parishioners lead by
Angelica.

he shared.
Amigos Marketplace

Old Mission parishioners visited the marketplace
and chatted with the friars after masses. The
festive Mission’s celebration and friend & fundraiser included bingo (Lotteria), delicious dishes and
baked goods with a $7 admission ticket making it
affordable for families to attend.

Pastor, Fr. Matthew
Elshoff, OFM Cap.
with a member of the
Old Mission’s Young
Adult Group.

Amig@s de los Capuchinos | Contact 805-693-9706 | Old Mission Santa Inés
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LENT CANISTERS for ‘MILK FOR OUR MISSIONS’

Fr. David Beaumont, OFM, Cap, Custos for the
Custody of Northern Mexico spoke at all
weekend masses.

Amigos Coordinator Jo Anne Taylor (L) and
her sister Patty Snyder (R).

THANK YOU OLD MISSION
SANTA INÉS PARISH!
MILK FOR OUR MISSIONS
Old Mission Santa Inés parishioners & families
saved coins in canisters through Lent to observe
our fasting and almsgiving devotions. The coins
and dollars collected will enable us to purchase
gallons of milk for our mission. Pouches of
powder milk will ship directly to Fr. David
Beaumont, OFM Cap., and the Yecora friars who
load them on trucks for personal distribution to
families in remote Northern Mexico mission
stations and cities. Fr. David and the friars are
grateful to you as it is a blessing to be able to
nourish hungry Northern Mexico families with
healthy shelf-stable milk lasting 18 months.

Milk Distribution in Northern
Mexico

We truly thank all the hard workers who
help bring Franciscan hospitality to the
forefront, including the event volunteers,
hardworking kitchen staff, our Capuchin
Brothers along with our Amigos friends,
coordinators, and Capuchin supporters.

God bless you at Old Mission Santa Inés Parish for
your wonderful participation. Thank you for fasting and
putting hungry family needs before your own and
raising money to buy shelf-stable milk for our brothers
and sisters in Northern Mexico.

Gratefully,
The Capuchins

Thank You!

Capuchin West

Special thanks to all the
hard- working volunteers in
the kitchen during the
festivities.

Fr. David attended
Adoration in the Chapel for
the Mexico Missions and
the Rosary Group presented
him with 100 decade rosaries
made by a volunteer group
that meets every Tuesday
morning after 8 a.m. Mass.
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OLA Friends of the Capuchin Missions in Northern Mexico, Custos of our North America Capuchin Province.
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MISSION UPDATE:
MERCADO, MILK

OLA raises $52,169 for our
Capuchin N. Mexico Missions

Br. Oscar & friend

OLA DONATION RECAP
Envelope Donations from Preaching
Milk for Our Missions Lent Cans
Easter Mercado
School Mission Bingo
OLA 2017 Mission Contribution

$25,669
$14,000
$11,500
$ 1,000
$52,169

FR. DAVID PREACHING
Our Capuchin friars from Northern Mexico visited
OLA April 1-3 long weekend. Fr. David Beaumont,
OFM Cap. (Custos) and Brothers Daniel, Mario and
Oscar relayed stories of their vital ministry in
Mexico at the mass homilies and again on Monday,
April 3. Life in Mexico can be harsh with
violence from drug cartels (now heroin growing is
more common vs.marijuana, due to California
marijuana legalization laws), alcoholism and diabetes
due to their corn based diets, and strip mining of
their mountainous land and rivers from USA and
Canadian mining companies. Bringing the Good
News of the gospel to Northern Mexico instills hope.

Br. Daniel, Fr. Michael, Fr. David, Br. Mario and Br. Oscar share Mexico mission life

AMIG@S EASTER MERCADO
~400 OLA parishioners visited our Easter

Mercado marketplace in the gym.
They
chatted with the friars after all the masses and
shopped for all things Easter and Mexico,
including tile crosses, cookies, baked goods,
wreaths, eggs, decor, clothing and more.
.
OLA Amig@s de los Capuchinos |
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Lucy and Alex are joyful givers to Br. Daniel and our Mexico missions

Contact Rectory at 347-7768 | Check out photos on “Amig@s” at www.ola.community
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LENT CANS “ MILK FOR OUR MISSIONS”

THANK YOU OLA
SCHOOL OF RELIGION!
MILK FOR OUR MISSIONS
OLA School of Religion, School and
Parish saved coins in Canisters thru Lent to
observe our fasting and almsgiving
devotions. The coins and dollars collected
will enable us to purchase
s e ve n t h o u s a n d g a l l o n s o f m i l k .
Pouches of powder milk will ship directly to
Fr. David Beaumont, OFM Cap. and the
Yecora friars, who load them on trucks for
personal distribution to families in remote
N. Mexico mission stations and cities. Fr.
David and the friars are grateful to you. It is
a blessing to be able to nourish hungry
Northern Mexico families with healthy,
shelf stable milk lasting 18 months.

$14,000 RAISED
God bless you OLA School of Religion for
your wonderful participation. SOR
returned 146 Canisters with an average of
$15.30 returned per can. Together with the
School and parish you returned 558 Lent
Canisters and raised $14,000. Thank you
for fasting and putting hungry family needs
before your own; raising money to buy shelf
stable milk for our brothers and sisters in
Northern Mexico.

7,000 GALLONS
OF MILK TO BE
DONATED BY OLA
SCHOOL OF
RELIGION,
SCHOOL &
PARISH

558

Can
s re
turn
ed

www.capuchinsnormex.org

OLA AMIG@S

| Call the Rectory at 347-7768 | www.olaparish.org
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Custody News - Northern Mexico
Congratulations to three of our Capuchin brothers who made their First
Profession of Temporary Vows on July 7, 2017 in our Province Custody of
Northern Mexico. Prayers and special wishes to:

Br. Angel Guadalupe Medina Niño,
OFM Cap

Br. Victor Manuel Delgado Ramirez,
OFM Cap

Br. Santiago de la Garza,
OFM Cap

“Lord, look upon these our Capuchin brothers. In their desire to imitate your Son Jesus Christ in his poverty and crucifixion
after the manner of St. Francis they are resolved to dedicate their lives to you by making profession of the evangelical
counsels in the presence of your church today. Pour out the spirit of your love in their hearts that they may be dedicated
to your service, sincere in their love for you, able to fulfill their religious profession cheerfully and preserve it faithfully,
and with spiritual joy advance along the way of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Perpetual Profession of
Br. Jesus Javier Garza Ontiveros, OFM Cap.
Prostrate on the floor before the altar, with
parents and the community of believers, and
religious community around him, Br. Javier
Garza Ontiveros made his solemn profession,
and was consecrated as a Capuchin Franciscan Minor. Leading up to this point, Br. Javier professed his Capuchin vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience until he, together with
his formators, and consultation with the Holy
Spirit, made the decision to profess his Capuchin vows for life. This profession had its own
mass and the words of consecration were said
on his knees and in the hands of the superior

of the Province, Fr. Harold Snider, OFM Cap.
This celebration took place in the Padre Pio
Convent (friary) in Juarez, Nuevo Leon. After
Mass, refreshments were shared in the convent gardens while the warmth of attendees
and family crowned the feast of grace this day.
A Capuchin friar was sworn to love God, in a
family, and the Capuchin Friars Minor in the
North of Mexico. May the Lord bless Javier’s
parents and siblings who supported him in
celebration and grant the peace and joy of our
receiving Northern Mexico Custody.

Br Jesus Javier Ontiveros,
OFM Cap

CD SALES BENEFIT CAPUCHIN VOCATIONS, FORMATION & EDUCATION
COST: $20 CD
HOW TO ORDER: METANOIA CD –
by Capuchin Brothers Music

CHRISTIAN MUSIC CD’S AVAILABLE AT:
OLD MISSION ST. INÉS GIFT STORE
17600 Mission Drive, Solvang, CA
Ph: 805 688-4815, Ext. 231
Open Daily: 9 am – 5 pm, Manager: Sonia Deluna
CD mail-order available, with $3 shipping and
handling.

	$10 Student Cost (Age: High school or
college level)
New CD coming soon!

CD AVAILABLE ONLINE for title: Metanoia by
Capuchin Brothers Music
Downloads available at:
• iTunes – https://itune.es/us/Fskj• Amazon
• Streamed on Spotify

Capuchin West
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Capuchin Fund Honors Brothers From The Past
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In-Memoriam Brothers Circle
Donation Form

Name ______________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________ Email ________________________
I wish to donate $_______ to the In-Memoriam Brothers Circle. Attached with my donation form is my check
made payable to The Capuchin Franciscans Western American Province.
Include your donation form in the attached envelope (page 12).
We appreciate your support and remembrance of our Capuchin friars. If you wish to remember a Capuchin
after a funeral, this is a wonderful way to honor a specific Capuchin Brother.
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CAPUCHIN FRANCISCANS

HERITAGE SOCIETY
PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM

An Invitation To Join The
Capuchin Franciscans
Heritage Society
You are invited to join other visionaries in
the Capuchin Franciscan Heritage Society
by making a bequest or planned gift that
benefits the Capuchin Franciscans of the
Western America Province. By making such
a commitment, you can have a substantial

PRAYER  FRATERNITY  MINORITY

Our Mission

impact on the Capuchin Franciscans and
everyone we serve, helping to enhance our
mission and ministries.

As Capuchin Franciscans, we follow
St. Francis of Assisi as brothers, living the
gospel in prayer, fraternity and ministry,
witnessing simply to Jesus Christ and the Church

Capuchin Franciscans Heritage Society
members have committed a part of their

as a joyful presence of hope and salvation to all,

estate as an investment in tomorrow.

especially to those most in need.

Will you join them? You can do so by
including the Capuchin Franciscans in your
estate plan and informing the Capuchins.
By including the Capuchins in their estate
plans, many of these same visionaries have
helped ensure our ability to minister to
those in need. They want their support to
live on as an ongoing gift to us and those we
serve now and in the future.
The Capuchin Franciscans Heritage Society

Contact the Capuchin Planned Giving Officer
at: 650-826-4215

or: 650-347-1505
Fr. Donal Burke, OFM Cap
Vice President for Advancement
burkedon@olacapuchins.org

was created to recognize these visionaries,
to perpetuate the close relationship they
have with the Capuchins, and to encourage
others who share theses values to join them.

www.olacapuchins.org
R: 2017

Capuchin West

Types Of Bequests
A Specific Amount or Percentage Bequest
You can set aside a specific dollar amount or a
percentage of your estate for the Capuchins.
A Bequest of the Remainder of Your
Living Trust
You can arrange a bequest through a living
trust. You can designate the Capuchins to
receive the remainder of the trust after your
spouse has passed away or the trust for your
family ends.
A Contingent Bequest
You can designate the Capuchins to receive a
bequest intended for a family member in the
event that individual pre-deceases you.
A Residual Bequest
You can name the Capuchins to receive the
remainder of your estate after all gifts have
been distributed to your family and friends.
Insurance and Retirement Plan Gifts
You can name the Capuchins as a benefactor
on your Life Insurance or Employee
Retirement Plan.
A bequest to the Capuchins requires a
relatively simple addition to your existing
Will known as a codicil. Your attorney can
draft the proper legal documentation to be
added to your Will.
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How The Capuchins
Recognize Your Bequest
Membership in the Capuchin Franciscans
Heritage Society is open to all those who
include the Capuchin Franciscans in their
estate plans.
Qualifying gifts include:
■ Bequests (of any amount) or living trust
provisions to the Capuchins
■ Gifts of Property and Stocks
■ Life Insurance (new or existing policies)
beneficiary designation
■ Employee Retirement Plans beneficiary
designation

Capuchin Franciscans
Heritage Society
Membership Privileges
The Capuchin Franciscans of the Western
America Province want to be certain that all
Society members know their planned gifts are
deeply appreciated. Correspondingly, mem bers receive the following privileges:
■ Assistance regarding estate and financial
planning matters
■ Invitation to special events hosted by the
Capuchin Franciscans
■ Recognition in the Honor Roll of Donors
and Capuchin West newsletters
■ A distinctive Capuchin Franciscan
Heritage Society pin

Capuchin Franciscans Western America Province
Fr. Donal Burke, OFM, Cap.
Vice President for Advancement

Development Office
(650) 347-1505 Office
(650) 347-9209 fax
ofmcap@comcast.net

Moira Mahoney, CPP
Vice President for Development

www.beafriar.com
www.olacapuchins.org

Provincial Office
(650) 344-8321 Office
(650) 342-5664 fax

CAPUCHIN WEST is a
publication of the Capuchin
Franciscans Western America
Province Development Office.
EDITOR AND PROVINCE STAFF
WRITER Moira Mahoney,
CPP, Vice President for
Development.
CONTRIBUTORS: Br. Robert
Barbato, OFM Cap, Br. Miguel
Ortiz, OFM Cap
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1345 Cortez Avenue
Burlingame, CA 94010
www.olacapuchins.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 49
Burlingame, CA

National Shrine of St. Francis

This newsletter has been produced by
the Development Office of the Capuchin
Franciscans Western America Province.

OUR GOAL
The goal of the Capuchin Development Office is to fund the domestic and international mission of the Capuchin
Franciscan Western America Province. That mission ranges from support for our own Provincial members ministering
in California’s Western America Province of Our Lady of Angels, and its Custody in Northern Mexico.
The Capuchin Franciscans Province of Western America also generates support for the works of justice and mercy
undertaken by Capuchin Friars across the globe.
If you are interested in supporting our mission, please contact our Capuchin Development Office at 650-347-1505.
LET US KNOW:
The Capuchin West Newsletter is our way of illustrating how the Western America Province fulfills its mission.
You, as part of our community, share this vision of service to those in need.
Through this publication, we demonstrate how we use resources that you
generously provide to us and hope the contents of Capuchin West will convey a
sense of the work we do and how valuable your contributions are to this work.
Please feel free to write us with your comments or suggestions at:
ofmcap@comcast.net. Many thanks for your continued support.
Moira Mahoney, CPP
Vice President for Development
Capuchin Franciscans Western America Province

PROVINCE MISSION STATEMENT
As Capuchin Franciscans, we follow St. Francis of Assisi as brothers, living the Gospel in
prayer, fraternity and ministry, while witnessing simply to Jesus Christ and the Church
as a joyful presence of hope and salvation to all, especially to those most in need.

www.olacapuchins.org
www.beafriar.com
www.capuchinsnormex.org

