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March not only represents the beginning of the spring season, it
is also the time our District has the honor of taking part in a beloved national tradition. As our schools celebrate Read Across
America, there is no better reminder of the importance of literacy than Dr. Seuss’ own words:
“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more
that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”
Our Read Across America celebrations and similar events pro- Dr. John Pappalardo
vide opportunities for student engagement and attempt to inSuperintendent
spire a lasting love of reading and a strong desire to learn –
both core values of San Gabriel Unified. As we know well, when students want to learn,
they are more inclined to succeed.
Literacy for all is a goal the District will continue
to strive for each year, as it provides the foundation for personal, academic, and professional
success. By prioritizing student literacy at an
early age for both native English speakers and
English learners, we help cultivate the skills that
will build a foundation of success for our students.
I am proud to celebrate Read Across America
this month, but I’m also proud that literacy and
instilling a love for reading is promoted in San Gabriel Unified year-round.
The challenging tasks San Gabriel Unified students take on in elementary, middle, and
high school – such as History Day, speech and debate, and STEM projects, to name a few
– are made possible by the focus, imagination, and the knowledge they gain from reading. The rigorous and college-preparatory instruction we provide on a daily basis is also
critical in ensuring our students are successful for years
to come.
In April/May, we will begin administering testing for the
California Assessment of Student
Performance
and
Progress
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(CAASPP) System. We have held several parent workshops to provide information about the test and will continue to engage staff, parents, and the community as the state unveils its new California School Dashboard. This
Dashboard replaces our state’s previous accountability system and uses multiple measures to evaluate student
success so that we can continue to improve the educational opportunities for our students and best meet their
needs.
We are working hard to increase English Language Arts proficiency, and last year’s test scores show the District
has made great strides. ALL grade levels exceeded county and state ELA averages in 2016; overall scores averaged 16% and 13% higher than Los Angeles County and California respectively.
I would like to take a moment to recognize Gabrielino High School students for their 2016 ELA performance,
which surpassed county and state averages by more than 20% with 80% of our students meeting or exceeding
grade level standards!
These scores highlight the dedication of our teachers and staff, and strength of our English Language Arts programs. Your hard work and dedication makes student success possible and solidifies the District’s reputation as
a sought-after provider of college-prep education.
Thank you for everything you do to improve the success and well-being of our students.



Expand your mind - Read a book during Spring Break! 
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Key Points
California is field testing a new website designed to help communities across the state access important information about K12 districts and schools. Called the California School Dashboard (https://www.caschooldashboard.org/), the site features
easy-to-read reports on multiple measures of school success,
including test scores, graduation rates, English learner progress
and suspension rates. The Dashboard is part of California’s new school accountability system based on 2013’s Local Control Funding Formula. It is the next step in
a series of major shifts in public education that have raised the bar for student
learning, transformed testing and placed the focus on equity for all students.

Tiffany Rudek,
Deputy Superintendent

More Than a Number
 California’s future success depends on tapping into the potential of all students -- no matter where they
live -- so they graduate ready for college, careers and life.
 That’s why California is leading the nation in developing a system for evaluating schools and districts that
includes multiple measures of student success, including test scores, high school graduation rates, college
and career readiness indicators, English learner progress and suspension rates.
 The California School Dashboard aims to synthesize and make accessible a wealth of state and local data to help schools achieve better outcomes for California’s students.
 In the past, accountability systems for schools and districts relied solely on test scores. But one test taken
on one particular day doesn’t provide a complete picture of all the ways schools are helping students
succeed.
 Think of it this way: You can’t drive a car by only watching the speedometer. You must also keep your
eye on the road, check the mirrors, monitor the gas tank and pay attention if the engine light comes on.
 In the same way, the Dashboard’s multiple indicators give a fuller picture of a school’s progress. The
Dashboard also reports on growth to show a school’s trajectory over time.
 Looking at different forms of data provides different information to help parents and educators understand all the ways schools and districts keep students on track for success.

Focus on Equity – Success for Every Student
 Equity is at the heart of the new accountability system and equity indicators are up front and center on
the Dashboard.
 Under the previous system, data about student group performance was limited to test scores only.
 The new system provides information on graduation rates, test scores, suspension data and English learner progress disaggregated by student group.
 Highlighting disparities among student groups will help parents, educators and community members pinpoint specific areas in need of targeted assistance.
 Student group performance and progress also will be used to identify schools and districts needing additional assistance from the state.
 The California School Dashboard will help ensure that schools keep their promise to the community to improve learning for all students.
Continued on next page
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(continued from page 3)

Supporting Local Decision-Making
 The Dashboard is part of California’s landmark Local Control Funding Formula, which gives districts and
schools more flexibility in using state and local resources in exchange for greater accountability.
 Through the Dashboard, districts and schools have access to the information they need to make the best
local decisions about the education of children.
 The Dashboard will help schools and districts align resources to student outcomes through Local Control
and Accountability Plans.
 Districts and schools must address areas of need (Orange and Red) in their LCAPs and SPSAs.
 Schools that do not improve over time will be identified as eligible for assistance.
 Those that are excelling can assist others by sharing their methods and practices.
A First Step
 This field test of the California School Dashboard is intended as an early model (“beta”) of the accountability system that will be fully implemented after feedback and adjustments.
 Metrics will be added over time as data is collected.
 As with any trial run of a new system, there may be hiccups as unanticipated issues arise.
 The state will be working with districts and schools to gather feedback and make adjustments for the full
implementation in the fall of 2017.
 The field test prior to implementation in 2017-18 will provide helpful feedback and allow time to solve
glitches.
Celebrating Successes, Focusing on Challenges
 It will take time and a continued focus on improvement to fully implement all the exciting changes underway in California’s public schools.
 These changes are moving schools in the right direction toward ensuring that every student at every
school graduates prepared for college, career and life.
 By using the California School Dashboard to develop Local Control and Accountability Plans, schools and
districts will be focusing on the alignment of resources to student groups that may need extra support.
 The goal of the state is to assist and support schools and districts so they can to address their challenges.
 Local challenges are best addressed at the local level, but and it will take time and understanding to
build capacity to thrive.
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Hour of Code at Washington

As

part of Computer Science Education Week, our students participated in the
Hour of Code worldwide event. Hour of Code is an international grassroots movement designed to introduce students to basic coding. During the weeks of December
11th and December 18th each student spent one hour coding on iPads, Chromebooks, or in the computer lab. We
utilized several programs including allcancode.com,
code.org, and Kodable.com, and kept track of how many
lines of code each student completed. At the completion of
the two weeks the scores were tabulated for each classRoss Perry,
room. Ms. Morioka-Shimazu’s first grade class wrote the
Principal
th
most lines of code for lower grade and Mrs. Feng’s 4
grade class wrote the most lines for upper grade. These two classes won a programmable robot for their classrooms! The students from each grade level that wrote the
most lines of code also received certificates presented by Mr. Perry. Our students did
an excellent job using their critical thinking and problem solving skills to code!

After School Coding

Washington’s after-school coding program is sponsored by CODE.ORG’s computer science curriculum for elementary students. The course employs a blend of “unplugged” teacher facilitated activities where students
learn computing concepts with or without a computer as well as online lessons composed mostly of self-guided
tutorials that use programming instructions to practice algorithmic thinking. After a series of unplugged lesson
activities designed to teach students the meaning of algorithms and how to write them, students are now learning to write programs and understand the importance of sequence in writing their programs.
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Family Holiday Night

On Wednesday, December 7th our community celebrated the holiday season at our annual Family Holiday
Night. The evening was filled with exciting activities. Fifth
of our 4th and 5th graders performed holiday songs in
front of an audience of parents accompanied by Mr.
Perry on the guitar. Children and their parents purchased
holiday gifts for their
friends and family.
Santa Claus made two special appearances for
photo opportunities. Hot chocolate and other
sweets were sold to raise funds for 5th grade
Outdoor Science School. Thank you to the PTA
holiday shopping committee and our wonderful
4th and 5th grade chorus for making this such a
memorable event.

Robotics with Mr. Cabrera

This

trimester, a group of 18 fifth graders have been
working with Mr. Cabrera to learn about robotics using
Vex Robotics kits and RobotC. They learned about simple machines by building them out of the kits. Then they
constructed a programmable robot with motors and
sensors. RobotC is the program they used to code the
robots to perform tasks autonomously. Problem solving,
critical thinking, team work, and persistence are the real
lessons learned! A challenge will be presented to them
to solve a "real" problem "in outer-space" using their
robots and the RobotC program before the program
ends.
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4th and 5th Graders Graduate as Junior Fire Inspectors

On November 1st, 200 of our 4th and 5th grade students
graduated as Junior Fire Inspectors. They earned special
badges provided by My Safe LA and the San Gabriel Fire
Department. Through three assemblies they learned about
fire safety and keeping their
homes safe. At the final assembly
students had a close up look at a
fire truck and learned more about
the job of firefighters. Students
who did not have updated smoke
alarms received updated smoke
alarms for their homes. Thank you
to My Safe LA and the San Gabriel Fire Department for providing
this valuable service to our students!

Student Council Nutrition Program

The Student Council members have teamed up with the district nutrition specialist Kristin Fyfe to spice up the
lunch menu and create delicious yet healthy new menu choices. The Student Council members have participated
in two taste tests- they were the first to try the newly added tamale on the lunch menu and gave feedback on
taste quality and improvements before it was served to other students. They were also the first students to try
the beef teriyaki, and gave input on that as well. A survey was created for the school to vote on their favorite
lunch item, as well as least favorite menu item. The students were given a chance to write any suggestions on
new items they would love to see on the menu in the future. We hope the collaboration will make having a Cafeteria lunch a more positive experience.
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Welcome

to Del Mar High School news and notes. As the New
Year is upon us and we prepare for the remainder of the
2016/17 school year, we have many exciting things happening
on campus.
Fieldtrips

On January 26th, our students took a fieldtrip to Moorpark College to visit their
animal training facility. It is a “one of a kind” in the world college program
where students can go through a two year course of study to be certified in animal training. Graduates of the program can go on to become trainers for television and movies, and exotic parks like Sea World and Zoo programs. Many
thanks to Mrs. Rosental and her good friend Mara Rodriguez who is the programs director, for setting this visit up. Also a big thank you to the San Gabriel
Education Foundation (SEF) for completely funding the trip transportation and
meal cost!

Lon Sellers,
Principal

WASC Accreditation

On

March 2022, we will have
a visit from the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) to once
again accredit Del Mar HS.
Accreditation
for high
schools is a very important
process that signifies to colleges and career schools
that your curriculum and
course of study meets their
qualifications to accept students. A six year term is
the best that you can receive, and we are at the
end of our last 6 year term
awarded. We are also a
two time California Model
Continuation High School.
We look forward to the
WASC team coming to see
all of the great things happening at Del Mar. Please
feel free to visit us at any
time yourself!

Page 9

San Gabriel Unified School District

(continued from page 8)

Athletics

Did

you know that Del Mar HS has an
athletics program? We play games in
flag football, basketball, softball and
soccer in the San Gabriel Valley Continuation
League (SGVCL). Along with eight other
schools, we compete in this co-ed league to
give our students the opportunity to meet and
compete against students at other continuation
schools, give them an opportunity at extracurricular activities and to experience a rewards based program to help motivate them
to work hard. Students must be attending
school at 80% or better, have positive grades
and behaviors in order to play. It has been a
great program for our school and other
schools in the league.
History Day

On March 25th, our History Day team will be competing at Azusa Pacific University in the History Day LA competition. Del Mar will compete with students from
other high schools around Los Angeles County in multiple categories including;
performance, research paper, and project and documentary film. Our students
put in countless hours on their projects and performances that includes off campus research, personal interviews with historic subjects related to their topic, and
extensive bibliography development. If students finish within the top three in their
category they will qualify for the National History Day completion in the Sacramento area in May. In the past, we have had students win the LA day competition and move forward to the State
level. We wish all
of our DMHS team
luck this year!

Last Year’s State Team
Kenny French, Cristina Calderon, Evangelina Navarro, Lizzeth
Espinoza, Ciara Robledo, Andrea Galdamez, Mrs. Kloster

2016 / 2017 Team
Michelle Vega, Ciara Robledo, Jovanic Blanco, Sergio
Landeros, Isaiah Caudillo, Kenny French, Cristina Calderon
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JMS Music Department News 2016-2017
Rachel Chew

Jefferson Music Department is proud to announce that two of our students made it to the
All-State Honors Ensembles in San Jose, California on February 18 & 19, 2017! They represented our school and district in what was a very competitive audition process.
Celine Ma 7th Grade represented JMS in the All-State Junior High School Honor Orchestra on the cello. She was
one of only 9 cellos in the 7th grade, in an orchestra of 80 students from all over California. Students rehearsed
for three days before performing for music educators and directors from all over California, at the San Jose
Performing Arts Center on February 19.
Julia Magallanes 8th Grade represented JMS in the All-State Junior High
School Honor Choir, as a second soprano. There were over 400 students that
auditioned, and only 154 students were selected from over 40 middle schools,
junior highs, and high schools from throughout the state. Students rehearsed for
two full days before their public performance on Feb 18 at the historic Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph in San Jose.
We congratulate our two students Celine and Julia on a job well done, and for
representing our school and district with distinction!
The JMS music department will also be presenting several spring concerts,
which these students will be performing at. Save the dates and support our talented students!
May 1 – Choir Concert
May 2 – Band Concert
May 3 – Orchestra Concert
May 16 – 5th Grade Music Extravaganza
All performances will be held in the JMS Gym at 7 pm.

Julia Magallanes and Celine Ma
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Music Immersion Experience (MIE)
Samantha Theisen

Students at Roosevelt Elementary School had several MIE performances this winter! On December 20th, some of
our 4th and 5th grade classes (Guitar, Singing Notes, Violins, and Brass) performed during the Jefferson Middle
School Winter Concert at the Mission Playhouse. In addition to seeing the fantastic music program at Jefferson
up close, being the first time performing for such a huge audience, it was an all around amazing experience for
them! On December 22nd, the MIE Program put on 2 separate Winter Concerts featuring over 30 performing
ensembles, 380 students, and almost 4 hours of music! Student musicians then had lots of fun playing carols in
classrooms in their pajamas on the last day of school before break, and a new tradition of caroling has been
born at Roosevelt! Upcoming, the MIE program is preparing for our Spring concerts, which will happen on May
23rd, and 24th, and our 5th grade students will participate in the district concert at Jefferson Middle School in
May. The MIE program has a website with more information, class descriptions, details and photos:
www.musicimmersionexperience.org.
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Chinese New Year at McKinley Elementary

On

Monday, January 30th, the McKinley Mustangs celebrated Chinese New
Year with an assembly by the Northern Shaolim Kung Fu group from Alhambra. The group performed the traditional “Lion
Dance” with a Chinese drum accompaniment.
The students were also able to participate with
the performers and parade around the Multipurpose Room in the dragon’s tail. The provided
a Kung Fu demonstration to the delight of the students. The assembly was provided by the Parent Educational Partners Organization at McKinley Elementary.

Wilson Elementary Hosts Korean Dance
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Wilson Fun Free Family Bingo Night!

Chinese Acrobat Assembly at Wilson Elementary

San Gabriel Unified School District
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Wilson 4th and 5th Grade Workout in Café

Wilson Kindergarten - 100 Days
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New AP Studio Art Courses!
Kat Ross
Next Fall, Gabrielino will be offering three new AP Studio Art courses; AP Studio Art: 2D Design, AP Studio Art:
3D Design, and AP Studio Art: Drawing and Painting. AP Studio Art is one of the fastest growing of the A.P.
disciplines. All three art teachers at Gabrielino attended a week-long intensive training program and are certified to teach AP Studio Art. Next year, Ross will be teaching a section of AP Studio Art encompassing all three
portfolios: Drawing and Painting (which focuses on the quality of mark making), 2D Design (focusing on how
compositional space is used in a two-dimensional work) and 3D design (a sculptural portfolio).
The pre-requisite for AP Studio Art courses is Introduction to Art,
while it is strongly recommended that students have taken another upper division art class or are concurrently enrolled in an
upper division art course.
Much is required. For drawing and 2D portfolios, for example,
students must submit 24 works: 12 in a breadth section, showing
a variety of subjects, visual concepts and techniques, and 12 in
the concentration section, presenting a unified body of work (all
portraits, say) and ideas. Five works are highlighted as indications of quality, revealing understanding of concept, composition, execution, and overall accomplishment.
The AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in the experience of an art
education. AP Studio Art is not based on a written examination; instead, students submit portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year.
The portfolio structure allows students the creative freedom to explore a visual idea of their choosing across
multiple works, displaying growth, skill, and design competency through a series. During portfolio evaluations,
readers must make judgments about competence and inventiveness as they work their way through some
48,000 portfolios of student artwork.
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Join Wellvolution!
Vanessa Eastland

For more information please contact Fiscal Services.
(626) 451-5433
eastland_v@sgusd.k12.ca.us
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Wildcats Are Family
Eileen Wong

I met Mrs. Arcangel on my very first day at Wilson Elementary in 2006.

She
was welcoming and told me that I was going to love teaching at Wilson. She
was right, because the Wilson staff is very much like a second family. February 28th will be Mrs. Arcangel's last day at Wilson. She will be moving with
her family to Beaverton, Oregon. She has worked at Wilson for thirteen
years, some of her first years being a Special Education Teacher, and the
last three years being my teacher partner in 1st Grade. While at Wilson, she started the Cardboard Carnival,
was in charge of the Variety Show, decorated for every holiday show, and painted banners for every occasion.
Our Wilson family will miss the entire Arcangel family, but we are excited for their next journey.

You will be missed, Lisa Arcangel!
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Happy

Break!
New Mommies:


Frances Sambilay (Washington) – Baby Girl



Lucy Henin (Wilson) – Baby Boy



Kristen Hickinbotham (Jefferson) – Baby Girl



Desiree Almaraz (Gabrielino) – Baby Boy



Patricia Ruiz (Gabrielino) – Baby Girl



Yasmin Maestro (Roosevelt) – Baby Girl

Anna Molinar,
Asst. Superintendent,
Human Resources

Expecting:


Jocelyn Machado (Gabrielino)



Phoebe Tran (McKinley)



Eileen Chi (Gabrielino)

Make time to

SGUSD Newsletter designed by Terry Jebbia
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