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A

s countless as the stars in the
heavens above so, too, are the dreams
of the stargazers.
But what gives shape to a dream?

Sets us on a path to discovery?
Fills us with a desire to soar?
And how do we nurture those aspirations?
Crossroads Foundation asks these questions
daily. And in the search for answers, we are
defining a new destiny for the young people
of our community, one that is cultivated
through education, support and belief.
Working in partnership with families, schools
and communities, Crossroads helps students
cultivate learning skills, confidence and
resourcefulness, putting them on a path to attain
their goals and become contributing members of
our community.
At Crossroads Foundation, we create an
environment that enables young people to aspire.

About our cover: On first glance, our cover might appear to be
a random assortment of colors and light. Look more closely,
and you will see that it is a portion of a stained-glass window
from one of our partner schools. Its similarity to a kaleidoscope
image is symbolic: much like Crossroads Foundation scholars,
focus and clarity take shape with adjustments and guidance.
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Aspire
Malik

J

Crossroads Foundation Alumnus
Central Catholic, Class of 2010
Graduate School:
Robert Morris University
Master of Science in Information
Security and Assurance
Class of 2014

College:
Robert Morris University
Bachelor of Science in Accounting
Class of 2014
Career:
Risk Assurance Associate at PwC

A donation to Crossroads is a direct way to
make a difference in the life of an inner-city
kid with untapped potential. I’m in a better
place in my life thanks to the opportunities
that Crossroads gave me.
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Crossroads Foundation
provides holistic
educational support
services for underserved
students.

Our goal is to position students to learn in an environment that
fosters the development of moral character, habits and attitudes of
lifelong learners and a commitment to community service.
For more than 25 years, the results have been consistent: students,
when nurtured by Crossroads Foundation staff, believe in
possibilities. They become scholars, they become mentors, they
become involved in their community, they become beacons that
others are inspired to emulate.

The success of Crossroads Foundation is evidence of the
effectiveness of our holistic approach. Every day our staff uses their
formal training and practical knowledge to guide and coach students.

of Crossroads scholars graduate high school.
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of Crossroads Foundation
scholars graduate from college
within six years.

Generous individuals, corporations and
foundations have supported Crossroads
Foundation in our mission for more than two
decades. In return, Crossroads scholars bring life
to the investment, living our mission with each
step along their journey.

The need for Crossroads Foundation’s services
has never been greater. More young people
in our neighborhoods are living in limiting
circumstances, struggling to survive in education
systems with few supports.

Poorly educated, underemployed, disenfranchised
youth take a critical toll on our communities with
increased violence, wider spread poverty, higher
rates of drug and alcohol abuse and unplanned
pregnancies. An individual’s opportunities for
a better life are limited significantly without a
quality education.
Since our founding in 1988, Crossroads
Foundation has changed the lives of 478 students
by providing them quality, Catholic education
enabling them to pursue college degrees and
to move forward toward careers, developing a
pathway out of poverty.
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By contrast, the national averages for
college graduation within six years are:
Overall: 60%
Low-income students: 25%
First-generation students: 40%
African-American students: 41%

Today, Crossroads Foundation is seeking to
ensure our viability well into the future by
expanding our network of support. Our $5 million
endowment campaign seeks to expand and
enhance our programming to achieve
the following:
• offer educational opportunities to
more students;
• strengthen students’ readiness for
high school success;

• address the social and emotional needs of
our scholars;
• support them in their transition from
high school to college, and

• provide a safe, nurturing space to better
serve our scholars.

At Crossroads Foundation, we believe that all
students deserve the opportunity to aspire,
thereby changing their lives and enriching their
communities.
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Lloyd

C

Crossroads Foundation Alumnus
Central Catholic, Class of 2005

College: St. Vincent College, Class of 2010

Of Note: The Heinz Endowments, Fellowship 2013 - 2015

Graduate School: Robert Morris University, Class of 2015
Career: Co-founder of 1NATION Mentoring

I knew that Crossroads wanted me to succeed
in both school and life. Crossroads taught me to
protect my dreams and to empower my own life

through education. The greatest lesson I learned
from Crossroads is to always pay it forward by
never forgetting where I came from and always
looking out for the next generation.
Giving back is the greatest gesture one can
make, and I am grateful to have learned that and
developed a passion for giving from Crossroads.
I want to thank all of the funders that made my
extraordinary education possible. I know that
if I didn’t have the opportunities, exposure and
guidance during my adolescent years, I could not
have realized my full potential.
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Sequoyah
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Crossroads Foundation Alumnus
Oakland Catholic, Class of 2014

College:
The Pennsylvania State University
Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Management
Class of 2018
Career Goal:
Wedding Planner

I was never the student who struggled academically.
What I lacked in school — and in life — was
motivation. I needed someone to make me believe
that I could still succeed despite the adversities
I faced. I needed that emotional support to
keep going. And even though I still fell at times,
Crossroads got me to the finish line. I still utilize
the skills Crossroads taught me in my day-to-day
life. They have instilled many values in me, such
as keeping God first, the importance of service to
others and staying organized, to name just a few.
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of Crossroads scholars matriculate
to post-secondary education.

S 
E S
Driven by a passionate and committed staff and board, Crossroads
Foundation creates an individualized approach to developing a
successful educational experience for our scholars. Much of our
support is in the form of scholarships that enable deserving young
people to access a Catholic high school education.
Catholic elementary schools in underserved communities
throughout Allegheny County provide a feeder system for
Crossroads Foundation. Through partnerships with Catholic high
schools, Crossroads Foundation scholars have access to a quality
education. The disciplined environments of Catholic schools help
students to develop learning skills that will last a lifetime.
The Catholic high schools also benefit from their partnership
with Crossroads Foundation. Our scholars add to their racial and
socio-economic diversity. And all students can develop and build
positive, cross-racial and cross-cultural relationships by discovering
commonalities and learning to value differences.
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Crossroads Foundation has a

proven track record,

and the need for our services continues to grow.

In order to meet the growing demands effectively, we have
launched a $5 million endowment campaign. With a successful
campaign, Crossroads will be poised securely for the future –
our own, our scholars’ and our community’s.

1

The Aspire campaign will ensure tuition
support for more young people, regardless
of future increases in tuition or decreases in
financial aid, enabling more students to realize
their aspirations.
Over the past five years, the demand for
Crossroads Foundation support has increased by
more than 30%, and the number of feeder schools
has increased from 6 to 20. We will expand our
services to provide educational opportunities to
an increasing number of deserving students.

2

The Aspire campaign will put programming
in place for students at a younger age. As a
result, more students will be ready for high
school success.
To strengthen our students’ preparation for high
school success, we will partner with our elementary
feeder schools to provide strategic enrichment
programming for middle school students in grades
6 - 9 from families that are underserved.
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The Aspire campaign will develop and
work toward outcomes in personal-social
programming in order to fully realize many
of the long-term goals we have for our scholars.

Crossroads Foundation scholars require
enhanced programming to address social and
emotional needs. All teenagers face developmental
challenges, but Crossroads scholars confront
often unique social and personal obstacles.
Family issues, poverty and financial challenges
are just a few of the additional barriers to longterm academic achievement that our scholars
must overcome.

Aspire
Crossroads Scholars hold careers that include

attorneys, teachers,
medical doctors and
business leaders.
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To truly fulfill our mission, we must support our
graduating scholars through the high school-tocollege transition. We strongly believe it is not
sufficient for our scholars to simply be accepted
into college; they must be equipped to stay in
college and be competitive with their peers. To
do this, we must work with our scholars so they
become self aware, accountable and successful.
Fostering higher academic expectations is part
of fulfilling our mission. We will provide college
transition advice to scholars throughout the
summer after they graduate from high school
as well as continuing to provide support during
their first college semester throughout their
undergraduate experience.

Larger space will enable us to provide increased
programming and after school tutoring, and we
will have additional room for parent/guardian
meetings and workshops. The space will provide
easy accessibility for scholars, the adults who work
with them and their families.

The Aspire campaign will provide an
expanded focus on supporting our alumni
scholars. We will fulfill a twofold purpose:
continue to provide alumni with access to
tools that will aid their academic and personal
achievement and develop a pipeline for future
Crossroads volunteers and donors.

Through the Aspire Campaign, Crossroads
will identify and move into a new,
centralized location. Crossroads Foundation
needs to provide safe, nurturing space to better
serve our scholars. With the increases of our
programming and the number of scholars we
serve, we have outgrown our current space.

By investing today in Crossroads Foundation, you
are investing in the future. And the return on your
investment will pay dividends for generations.
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Marielle
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Crossroads Foundation Scholar
Seton-La Salle, Class of 2016
Career Goal:
Anesthesiologist

Crossroads opened many doors for me.
The organization challenges me with
programs and ideas that help me grow as
both a student and a person.
Crossroads is like family. They have
prepared me academically, socially
and professionally for the future. I am
grateful for all of the opportunities and
advantages that I had access to thanks
to Crossroads.
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What differentiates the Crossroads Foundation’s approach is that

our scholarships are only the beginning.

• Crossroads staff advocates for scholars in all
aspects of their lives, providing holistic support
of their academic and personal development.
They meet, talk and text, listen, guide and
support students, inside and outside the
classroom.

• Our tutors monitor, guide and encourage
scholars in their academic studies, helping them
to acquire and hone the necessary skills to think
critically and succeed in a rigorous educational
environment.
• We provide highly trained and credentialed
counselors whose compassion makes them
safe, sought-after confidantes in supporting
scholars’ emotional needs. As a result of the
integrated approach our counselors take,
students develop greater motivation, their
decision-making skills evolve, and their
problem-solving skills improve.

• Family is an important part of our process,
and we encourage their involvement in their
students’ progress. Annually, we engage in oneon-one commitment meetings with students
and parent/guardians during which we discuss
individualized learning and set goals and
strategies for the student’s success.
The Crossroads Foundation model is unique.
There is no other program in the region providing
holistic and integrated academic and personal
developmental support to at-risk high school
students from underserved families.

• Through one-on-one and group enrichment
activities, our scholars become socially
competent, learning respect and tolerance as
they develop their leadership potential.

of Crossroads scholars
achieve honor roll.
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Crossroads Foundation carries out our mission
within the context of Catholic high schools,
although a significant percentage of our scholars
are not Catholic.
When the next generation is well educated,
responsible and civic minded, communities are
stronger and everyone benefits, regardless of
religious beliefs.

A
Among the reasons we choose to partner with
Catholic high schools are the following:

• The discipline, structure and high standards
for academic excellence ensure learning
environments that are conducive to the
educational success of Crossroads scholars.
• Crossroads counselors work cooperatively
with teachers, principals, and counselors
within our host Catholic high schools.

• Catholic high schools welcome the cultural,
economic and racial diversity that Crossroads
provides to their student populations.
• Catholic high schools provide values
that complement Crossroads programs
with emphasis on leadership, character
development and college preparation.

The cost of a Catholic high school education is
greater than the cost of a Catholic elementary
school tuition, making it an economic barrier
for many families. Helping families shoulder this
burden is one of the primary reasons Crossroads
Foundation was founded.
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Delvin
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Crossroads Foundation Alumnus
Central Catholic, Class of 2010

Graduate School:
UCLA School of Law
Law and Public Policy Joint Degree
Class of 2018

College:
LaSalle University
Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy and English
Class of 2012
Career Goal: Litigator

My initial adjustment to high school was challenging
due to the rigorous academic standards and the different
social atmosphere. Crossroads not only eased my initial
transition, but they also remained by my side through
all stages of my journey from quarterly academic review
sessions to extra-curricular involvement through the
college application process. Crossroads was dedicated to
helping me succeed in every way possible.

An investment in Crossroads is a contribution to
improving the life of low-income youth who strive to
be successful. Crossroads promises students a chance to
pursue a quality high school education that allows them to
ultimately become more productive members of society.

Aspire
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Every gift to Crossroads Foundation makes a difference in the lives of our scholars and their families. Your
gift to the Aspire campaign will have a significant effect on helping students aspire to become scholars, and
your gifts will change lives and enrich communities. All gifts to this campaign, unless otherwise restricted,
will be invested in the Crossroads Foundation endowment. It is an investment in a brighter future for our
scholars and our community.

P

Gifts to the Aspire campaign can be made as
pledges payable over three to five years. This
enables you to make a more substantial gift and
adjust the timing and amount of each payment to
suit your needs and financial situation.
Gifts of cash are a quick, easy way to support the
campaign. A gift of appreciated securities may
provide even greater tax advantages.

M G

Many companies will match their employees’
(and sometimes retired employees’) charitable
contributions. You can increase, even double, your
campaign gift through a matching gift program.
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With a gift of $250,000 or more you can create
your own permanently endowed scholarship
fund. You may choose to name it for yourself, your
family or another loved one, your company or
any name that is of significance to you. With an
endowed scholarship fund you will be funding one
scholar through the four years of his or her high
school education, including the extensive support
services provided by Crossroads Foundation. An
endowed scholarship fund means that once one
scholar graduates, another recipient will be named,
creating a meaningful and lasting legacy.

S. S K E
E F

A special endowed scholarship fund is being
created through the Aspire campaign named in
honor of Sr. Sandy Kiefer, our dedicated Director
of Academic Support Services. Sr. Sandy joined
the Crossroads Foundation in 1989, our second
year of operation, and for the past 26 years has
been a continuing source of kindness, support
and love to our scholars and their families. Her
constant presence and high expectations inspire
Crossroads scholars. It is only fitting, then, that
this scholarship fund, dedicated to academic
excellence, was created to pay tribute to her life’s
work in education and the thousands of lives she
has touched. Gifts of any amount can be made to
the Sr. Sandy Kiefer Education Excellence Fund.
When the fund reaches the $250,000 endowed
scholarship minimum, the first scholar will be
named.

Aspire Campaign Committee
Chairs:
Dean and Mary Calland
Jack and Cathy Frischkorn
Committee Members:
John Brown
Ray and Kathy Buehler
Gerry and Louise Cipriani
Janet Escovitz
Alan and Susie Gillespie
Kevin Hayes
Brandon Hudson
Archabbot Douglas Nowicki
Dan and Shelly Onorato
Bob and Joan Peirce
Camille Sciullo
Neal Shipley
Matt Smith

Aspi
“Servant leadership is based on a deep
commitment to values and morals, and
Sister Sandy is the perfect example of a
servant leader. She breathed life into my
hopes and dreams and enabled me to see
the exciting possibilities that the future
could hold.”
Lloyd Cheatom, Crossroad Foundation Alumnus,
Central Catholic, Class of 2005

B

Making a gift through your will or other planned
giving vehicle is a wonderful way to support
Crossroads Foundation and the Aspire campaign
to build our endowment fund. Unless you instruct
otherwise, all estate gifts will be invested in our
endowment fund and will create a permanent
legacy.
For more information about any of these options
in supporting the Aspire campaign for Crossroads
Foundation, please contact Summer Dean,
Director of Development, at 412-621-9422 or by
email at sdean@crfdn.org.

2015-2016 Crossroads Foundation
Board of Directors

Dean A. Calland, Esq. - President,
Founding Shareholder, Babst Calland
Richard Gobbie, DMD, MDS - Vice President,
Pittsburgh Orthodontic Group
Cathy Frischkorn - Secretary, Volunteer
Kurt Herdman, CPA - Treasurer,
Senior Manager, Schneider Downs

John Brown, Jr., Retired NFL Football Player,
Pittsburgh Steelers
Bill Hahn, PhD, Psychologist, Behavior
Management Consultants
Harry Kusick,* Retired Banking Professional, PNC
Camille A. Sciullo, President, Camille Sciullo & Associates
Neal Shipley, Senior Vice President, Huntington Bank
Matthew Stalder,* Vice President, DocCorps
Greta Stokes Tucker, PhD, Director, Cultural Diversity
and Persons with Disabilities, Diocese of Pittsburgh
William J. Zalewski, CFP, Senior Vice President,
Merrill Lynch
* Ex-Officio
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Albert
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Crossroads Foundation Alumnus
Bishop Canevin High School, Class of 2010

Returned to Crossroads Foundation in the
summers of 2013 and 2014 to serve through
the KEYS AmeriCorps Program
College:
St. Vincent College
Bachelor of Arts in History
Class of 2014

Graduate School:
Duquesne University
Master of Education degree
Class of 2016

The student’s interest always comes first
with Crossroads. They were always there
when I needed them.
Crossroads has helped many students
achieve goals that they wouldn’t have
otherwise thought to be possible. The
organization focuses on lasting growth to
provide students with not only education,
but a bright future full of opportunity.
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Your support of Crossroads Foundation’s Aspire campaign will help to ensure
a brighter future for our youth, our families and our communities. There is no
resource other than Crossroads Foundation that provides an opportunity for
young people from underserved communities to gain a Catholic high school
education and simultaneously receive holistic and integrated support for
academic and personal development.
Your gift to Crossroads Foundation’s Aspire Campaign is an investment in the
future. Your gift can unlock a young person’s potential to aspire and achieve, to
discover strengths, to explore new passions. Your gift can change lives.
Those who benefit from your support will be as countless as the stars in the
heavens above.

Thank you.
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Mission Statement
Our mission is to provide promising youth
who have limited options access to a quality
Catholic high school education by nurturing
their academic and personal growth so they
may succeed in college and in life.
We achieve our mission by:
• working in partnership with family,
school and community
• providing individual support, educational
enrichment and
financial support to attend Catholic
high school
• turning students into scholars

Vision Statement
We envision a world where all students,
regardless of means, have access to the
educational opportunities and support
necessary to achieve their God-given potential.

6901 Lynn Way
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
412-621-9422
crossroadsfoundation.org

