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Meet CSD’s new superintendent

SEAN VIRNIG

As a superintendent intern with the superintendent
of one of Minnesota's largest public school districts
with 25,000 students and 5,500 employees.

Sean with Dr. Davila during his tenure as president
of Gallaudet University. Both are proud graduates
of CSD.
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Sean Virnig was born into a Deaf
family. He had full communication
access at home since his whole family
signed in American Sign Language
(ASL). Even though Sean has some
hearing relatives, everyone in his
family signs fluently in ASL.
At the age of five, Sean started
attending the Minnesota State
Academy for the Deaf where his
parents, aunts, uncles, cousins,
brother and sister also attended. It
was at the Minnesota State Academy
for the Deaf where Sean learned to
communicate easily with both hearing
and Deaf signers regardless of their
level of signing fluency.
In the seventh grade, Sean
attended a Deaf school in the
morning and a public school in the
afternoon. At the Deaf school, he
participated in student organizations
and sports activities. At the public
school, he sat in the front of the class,
in the corner, and communicated
through a sign language interpreter.
He ate lunch with the hearing kids
and tried to communicate with them.
When he was 15, Sean visited
California School for the Deaf while
participating in a Junior National
Association of the Deaf conference.
He was impressed with the school
and loved California weather. He was
also very into skateboarding and BMX
and believed that California was very
much a center for all that. He really
wanted to attend California School
for the Deaf and was trying to figure
out a way to make that dream
become a reality.
As a teenager, Sean had ridden
bicycles to the level where he was
just about ready to try out for the
Deaflympics cycling team. His other
passion was motorcycle racing. All
of his athletic ambitions came to a
screeching halt when he came down
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with a rare illness called GuillainBarre syndrome that rendered him
totally paralyzed at the age of 16. He
was in the hospital for four months.
Being confined to a wheelchair
before the Americans with Disabilities
Act was passed, it was extremely
hard for Sean to even get into a public
building. He would have to wait
outside in the cold Minnesota winter
for someone to pass by who could
open the door for him. As Sean
slowly learned to walk again, he
graduated to a walker. A year later, he
was well enough to attend California
School for the Deaf. One of his relatives
who lived in San Bruno agreed to be
his legal guardian which made it
possible for him to go to school in
California for his senior year.
Sean told his younger brother
Chester about how great it was at
California School for the Deaf and
urged him to come there. Sean was
lucky enough to have his brother
attending school with him for a year.
In preparation for graduation,
the director of instruction at the
time, Dr. Ron Stern, called Sean into
his oﬃce and informed him that
he did not have enough credits to
graduate. Dr. Stern suggested that
Sean take additional courses through
another school that was nearby in
order to earn the rest of the credits
he needed for graduation. Sean said
that he would prefer to stay at
California School for the Deaf for an
extra year. The director of instruction
was shocked that a student would
opt to stay in high school for an extra
year. Sean went on to graduate as
class valedictorian at the age of 19.
He said staying at CSD that extra year
was the best decision he ever made.
In January 1996, Sean met his
wife Anna while attending Gallaudet
University. Anna, too, was a CSD
alum. The couple shared many fond
memories of their time as students at
CSD. They had an instant attraction.
They ended up getting married two
years later in Hanford, Calif. (near

Sean riding gravel, his preferred terrain,
outside Northfield, Minnesota,
the quaint river front college town
where he and his family lived for eight years
before moving to California.
Sean has ridden over 10,000 miles
of gravel roads surrounding Northfield
and beyond.

The booth of Sean and Anna's company, Rawland
Cycles, at Interbike, an international trade show
attended by 15,000 retailers and industry and
media personnel. Rawland received Best of Show recognition by different media outlets three years in a row.
Visalia). They have been married for
13 years and have two children: Abbi,
age 11, and Ethan, age 8. Even though
both children are hearing, they started
signing when they were babies and
have become fluent in both American
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Sign Language and English. Because
of their children, Sean and Anna live
in both the Deaf and hearing worlds
which has made their life even more
fascinating.
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Sean said, “Our life experiences
have given us a balanced view and
an understanding of what parents
from diverse backgrounds are going
through with their Deaf children. CSD
has been in the business of providing
quality education for 150 years, and
my challenge as superintendent is to
meet the needs of all those parents.
CSD needs to take what we already
know and evolve with the changing
times to take our school to the next
level. We need to provide Deaf
children with an equitable education
that includes their right to full access.”
Sean graduated cum laude from
Gallaudet University with a bachelor
of arts degree. He earned his master
of education in educational psychology
from the University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis, and is currently
completing his Ph.D. in educational
policy and administration also from
the University of Minnesota.

Sean
n, Anna, Abigail, and
Ethan
n iin downtown
d
t
North
hfield.
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Anna, CSD Class of 1990;
Sean, CSD Class of 1992.
They missed each other
by a summer only to meet
at Gallaudet a couple
years afterward.

ANNA

Sean’s wife Anna had a
completely opposite upbringing than
her husband. Anna was born hearing.
When she was four, she contracted
spinal meningitis and went into a
coma for several days. The doctor

told her parents that one of three
things would happen: Anna would
either die, or else she would become
blind or mentally retarded. Even
though it was a big adjustment for
her hearing family, they were all
relieved when Anna became Deaf.
The doctor warned Anna’s family
that they should never sign with her
because if they did, Anna would lose
her ability to speak. Then the family
met a lady who suggested they visit
a school in Tulare, Calif. that used
Signing Exact English. The family went
to the school and immediately fell in
love with it. They decided it would be
the best place to send their daughter.
That school oﬀered a program for
parents to learn signing, as well.
Anna’s parents took the classes and
learned to sign so that they could
communicate with their daughter.
Interestingly, Anna’s voice actually
improved once she started signing.

After tying the knot in Hanford,
California, where Anna grew up.
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When Anna was eight, her parents
got her a cochlear implant upon the
urging of some professionals. This was
back in 1980. It wasn’t successful since
Anna was completely Deaf to start
with. The doctors tried the surgery
again when Anna was 10. Once again,
the implant did not help Anna to hear.
Anna hated the implant and refused
to wear it. Her parents supported her
decision.
One of Anna’s neighbors had
da
daughter who attended Californiaa
School for the Deaf (CSD). She
loved the school and would
always give glowing reports
about it. Anna’s mom planned
to send Anna to CSD when she
reached high school age. Since it
was far away from Anna’s home
town, the family wanted to wait
until Anna was older.
By the time Anna was
getting ready for middle school,
her family had become
increasingly frustrated with the
school she was attending
that used Signing Exact
English. The curriculum was
extremely limited and Anna
wasn’t progressing educationally
the way she should have been.
So, her family decided to change
their plans and enroll Anna in
California School for the Deaf forr
middle school.
At first, Anna wasn’t happy
about attending a school so far
away from her family. But her
mom insisted that she give it a
month to see if she could learn to
o
like it. After just one week, Anna
had fallen in love with CSD and
wanted to stay.
Anna said, “I was able to
make lots friends at CSD, and I was
as
thrilled to see so many Deaf and
lso,
hearing adults who could sign. Also,
I got my Deaf identity at CSD. That’s
at’s
something I couldn’t have gotten
n if I

had attended a hearing school. Being
a student at CSD helped me develop
a healthy self-esteem.”
All four years of high school,
Anna had the opportunity to visit
several diﬀerent states as she
traveled around the country
cheerleading for sports tournaments
with CSD’s varsity cheerleading team.
She met kids who attended many
diﬀerent Deaf schools that way.

COME
JOIN US!

Anna also performed lead roles
with several of CSD’s spring plays. She
played Helen Keller in “The Miracle
Worker,” Anne Frank in “Into Hiding,”
and Marianne de Pierres in “Wild
Wild West.”
As CSD's new ‘first lady,’ Anna
Virnig brings her many years of
positive experiences from her time as
a student at CSD.

YOU ARE
INVITED!

CA 94538
39350 Gallaudet Drive, Fremont,

OPEN HOUSE

Yerba, sixth grader
Drawing by Silvia Paola Gonzalez

:3 0 AM – 1: 45 PM
November 11 i Veteran’s Day i8
ŹClassroom Observations
ŹCottage Visitations
ŹLunches sold by APTC & FEAST
ŹDisplays & Exhibits
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Ź Deaf Services Fair
ŹFun Fundraisers & Sales
ŹStudent Variety Show
ŹScholastic Book Fair

For more information contact
videophone
794-3707 TTY/voice i 866-790-4035
510|
each
CSD Outr
www.csdeagles.com
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Riverside; where from 1980 to 1989
at the beginning of his career he was
the athletic director and adapted
physical education specialist. For the
past decade, he also has been an
adjunct professor at the University of
Redlands. Prior, he served as principal
or vice principal at several elementary
and middle schools in San Bernardino.
Kerby received a bachelor of
science degree from Cal Poly, Pomona,

State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tom Torlakson announced
that Scott D. Kerby has been selected
as director of the California
Department of Education’s State
Special Schools and Services Division.
“I am pleased that Scott is
coming on board as our director of
State Special Schools, bringing with
him more than 30 years of teaching
and administrative experience,” said
Torlakson. “Scott has already spent
several years at the California School
for the Deaf in Riverside so he is wellsituated to understand and support
the culture, issues, and structure of
these vital communities.”
In addition to the Riverside
school, Kerby will be responsible for
the California School for the Deaf in
Fremont; the California School for the
Blind in Fremont; and diagnostic
centers located in Fremont, Fresno,
and Los Angeles that provide a variety
of direct services to students, parents,
and local educational agencies.
“I enthusiastically embrace this
opportunity with an abiding faith in
our State Special Schools and a
confident conviction in the future of
the students we serve,” said Kerby.
“I look forward to supporting the
schools in their dedicated eﬀorts in
providing quality education and
services to exceptional individuals.”
Most recently, Kerby served
as the student services specialist at
the California School for the Deaf, in

and a masters of education
from Azusa Pacific University. He
holds a Life single subject teaching
credential in physical education, a
Clear adapted physical education
specialist credential, and a Clear
administrative services credential.
He is succeeding Dr. Ron Kadish,
who retired earlier this year after
serving 16 years as director.

ation and cooperation
I am delighted with the level of coordin
on (CDE) received from the
the California Department of Educati
for the Deaf in Fremont (CSD)
community at the California School
rything—from the initial job
to find a new site superintendent. Eve
d meetings; the conversations
posting; school and community focuse
alumni; the dedicated interview
with the students, staﬀ, parents and
rs; Superintendent Torlakson’s
panel; the regular vlogs; the site tou
of Sean Virnig’s appointment as
oﬃcial job oﬀer; the announcement
rful welcome reception—went
site superintendent; and the wonde
extremely well.
nk personally, so I am
There are just too many of you to tha
CSD community. Together, we
expressing my gratitude to the entire
le goal to find someone who
made a determined team with a sing
collective, communal undercould take CSD into the future. The
ition motivated all involved in
standing of the importance of this pos
best to the eﬀort.
the hiring process to give their very
nicating went into ensuring
Many hours of planning and commu
sparent. The coordination of
the selection process was fair and tran
for community input,
activities was extraordinary: planning
ing of meals, email updates,
arranging for meeting rooms, provid
rpreting services, campus
vlogs, video taping of candidates, inte
mbers, student meetings,
tours, confidential interview panel me
on, and much more! Astounding!
banners, parent and staﬀ participati
rent with this process,
It was important for CDE to be transpa
word and made every eﬀort to
and I believe we were. We kept our
s progressed.
keep everyone updated as the proces
solidify the leadership
The selection process allowed us to
. Without the good work of all
qualities we were looking for at CSD
cessful.
of you, we would not have been as suc
CDE take
Again, thank you all for helping the
to
ard
CSD into the future. CDE looks forw
your continued support of CSD.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
William J. Ellerbee, Jr.
Deputy Superintendent
Special Services and Support Branch
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or the first time ever in league
history, the Bay Counties
League awarded the California
School for the Deaf Eagles with the
Sportsmanship Award in recognition
for our student athletes
sportsmanship throughout the year.
We are a part of the Bay Counties
League for our cross country,
volleyball, girls and boys basketball,
baseball, softball, and track. All of

the schools in our league voted and
selected our school. That is a huge
honor for our student-athletes who
have worked hard in doing their best
to represent CSD. We will always
continue to try our best in
sportsmanship. It is a tribute to our
coaches who have worked hard in
emphasizing having good character
and sportsmanship.
–Kevin Kovacs, Athletic Director

ALUMNI NEWS
We are delighted to learn that our former CSD Eagle
athletes have continued to soar by winning athletic
awards at Gallaudet University. We are proud of them
for carrying on our CSD pride 3,000 miles away!
•

Valerie Farr, Class of 2010
Won the Rookie of the Year award for swimming

•

Alicia Johnson, Class of 2009
Won the Most Outstanding Player award
for softball

Alicia Johnson

Valerie Farr

Foothills Athletic Association

President
Conrad Baer

Vice President
Steven La

Secretary
Maya Penn

Treasurer
Carlos Lopez

Student Body Government

President
Brittany Farr

Vice President
Donna Melena
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Secretary
Audrey Lagasca

Treasurer
Kevin Wnek
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The 2011 international studies
trip to Europe provided an
invaluable learning experience for
our students as they explored and
experienced the history and
traditions of six diﬀerent countries
including Germany, the Czech
Republic, Austria, Liechtenstein,
Switzerland, and France.
The lessons that the students
learned throughout the school
year helped to enhance their
comprehension and appreciation of
Europe’s rich cultural heritage prior
to their trip abroad. They studied
the history, regions, religion,
languages (including Universal Sign
Language), culture, art, architecture,
music, people, and current events
of the countries they would visit
through lectures, research, field trips,
and hands-on projects.
In addition to their lessons, the
international studies students worked
on several fundraising projects in
order to pay for their trip. They also
kept journals, made scrapbooks,
created multimedia projects, and
gave presentations about their
experience abroad.
Students who participated in
the 2011 international studies course
were Tabitha Benavides, Min Wook
8

Cho, Seth DeBartolo, Esparanza
Dillard, Juan Dillard, Jillian Domsic,
Cristal Duenas, Amy Gutierrez, John
Lavrentjev, Malage LeBlanc, Natalie
Lizarraga, Cynthia Marquez-Campos,
Joshua Mora, Zepsi Prader, DaJanica
Resch, Cody Stewart, Gabrielle
Stirnaman, and Kevin Wnek.
Chaperones were Susana Acosta,
Allison Gibbons, Rachael Colvin,
Julie Navarro, and Alan Davary.
Each day of their trip, a student
was responsible for reporting in their
blog April 21 – May 2. Here’s what
the students had to say:
DaJanica Resch — In the
morning, we gathered in the high
school activity center at California
School for the Deaf and checked to
make sure we had all of our required
documents, and that we understood
the baggage policy and trip
expectations before leaving our
school.
We took the bus to San Francisco
International Airport and dropped
oﬀ our baggage at Air France's checkin counters. Then, we headed oﬀ to
the gate via the security checkpoint.
Air France's Boeing 747-400 aircraft
was a really BIG airplane. We flew Air
France from San Francisco to Paris,
France. During our flight, we sat in

comfortable seats in the economy
class where we slept, read books,
chatted with each other, and ate
breakfast and lunch. The students
were excited to see the west coast of
France through the airplane window
30 minutes prior to landing on the
runaway. Our flight landed in Paris at
Charles de Gaulle International
Airport at 10:50 a.m. After our arrival,
we passed through passport control
and transferred onto another plane
which took us to Berlin, Germany.
Espie Dillard — Berlin was
sunny which we were thrilled about.
We met our travel guide Daniel. He
was a pretty cool guy! While we were
waiting for another group to arrive
from Canada, we exchanged our
dollars into Euro. When the other
group arrived, we got on a bus to the
hotel. We met Lutz Pepping and his
friend Matt who took us first to the
Deutscher Gehörlosen-Bund
(German Deaf Association) and then
later to the Deaf club so that we
could meet some Deaf Germans. By
the time we arrived at the Deaf club,
we were hungry. Ironically, we ate at
a Mexican restaurant in Germany; we
felt that we should have been eating
some German food! After that, we
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went back to our hotel,
exhausted, and got some MUCH
NEEDED sleep for the next day.
Joshua Mora — We woke up
at 6:30 a.m., ate breakfast, and got
ready for the road trip to Dresden,
and then Prague. Dresden is one
of the coolest cities with a unique
history behind it. In February 1945,
the Germans bombed about 90% of
the city. They suﬀered big losses, but
after a long time, they were able to
rebuild everything back to the way it
was originally.
We were able to visit Theatre
Plaz—one of the most beautiful
palaces. It was filled with many
statues. We were able to go to a mall
that was nearby the palace and buy
some cool things there.
After that, we went on a bus for
a 4-hour trip to Prague. The first thing
that impressed us about Prague was
the buildings. They seemed so old,
but yet they were glowing. It was a
beautiful city, for sure. We ate dinner
at our hotel before going to the
center of Prague to explore the
stores. Then we were done for the
night. Whew!
Seth DeBartolo — We woke
up at 6:00 in the morning and ate
breakfast. Then, we rode the bus to
our tour destination to see the Royal
Palace. We visited a beautiful church,
learned about the statues, and
explored the city. After that, we had
free time. Most of us went shopping
for clothes or went out to lunch. We
met up at the center of the palace
before going to a restaurant for
dinner. What a long day!
DaJanica Resch — It was
early morning and everyone was still
tired from spending their last night
in the Czech Republic. We ate some
breakfast which was yummy: cold
cuts, cheese, and bread. It turns out
that is what European people eat in
the morning. Anyway, we got on the
bus for another 4-hour drive to Munich,
Germany. Half of us caught up on our
sleep, while those of us who couldn't

get back to sleep ended up chatting
(just like I did).
Our next stop was visiting our
awesome tour guide Daniel's hometown in Nuremberg. We even met his
parents! His mother who is blind was
very sweet to us. Daniel shared his
memories of being a kid in Nuremberg.
We had our lunch break there and
took a lot of pictures.
We stopped by the Nazi
museum which was mostly about
Hitler and the army. After that, we
were back on the road to Munich. It
was a long, fun day. The night fell as
we stopped to eat dinner. We stayed
at a hotel called Domicil. The beds
were great! A good night’s sleep was
what we needed before another big
fun day. Keep reading; the adventure
never ends when you're in Europe!
Min Wook Cho — In the
morning, we took the bus to Dachau
to visit the Nazi concentration camp,
which is the place where Jews lived
in prisons during World War II in
northern Munich, Germany. Some of
us didn’t want to see how so many
Jews died. But we were supposed to
view the film, visit the museum, and
tour the concentration camp to learn
about the Jews’ lives and gain new
knowledge of German studies.
We met a German Deaf woman
named Sabian and her daughter who
was hearing. She guided us through
the Nazi concentration camp using a
combination of International Sign
Language and German Sign Language
to share information about a Deaf
Jewish survivor. That Deaf Jewish
survivor went to the Dachau camp and
later was released from the camp and
deported to Shanghai. Wow, modern
people feel hurt in their hearts about
the suﬀering, torture, slave work, and
hardship that was a part of the Jewish
people’s lives.
In the camp, there were
20 barracks divided into two columns:
10 for the first column and 10 for the
second column. Inside the barracks
were many beds for the Jews to
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sleep in, and another place to kill
Jews by gas chamber through a
shower.
At the end of 1945, the United
States army helped the Jews to be
liberated from the concentration
camps and the Nazi destruction in
Germany. And, the allies saw the
large mounds of Jews’ bodies and
punished the Nazi oﬃcials in the
Nuremberg criminal tribunals.
After touring Dachau , we
thanked the German Deaf guide, then
headed to Munich for sightseeing
and walking tours. We saw many
diﬀerent castles, museums,
monuments, landmarks, and the
BMW automobile headquarters while
riding on the bus. We were looking
forward to visiting Switzerland and
Liechtenstein in the morning.
Gabrielle Stirnaman — We
went to Liechtenstien Castle. It was
a beautiful castle. We walked up the
hill, which took us 20 to 30 minutes.
We walked back down to the bus.
We drove through Austria, then
headed for Switzerland, and on to
France before flying back home to
San Francisco International Airport.
Natalie Lizarraga and Juan
Dillard enjoy their trip to
Nuremberg, Germany.
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FEAST

STUDENTS
ATTEND
STATEWIDE
CONFERENCE

Yordi Morales
DaJanica Resch
Sevilla Abbott
Donna Melena
Jeong In Mun
Gabriela Mendoza-Sosa

FEAST students
cater the Deaf
Woman's Gala
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Since the FEAST students at
California School for the Deaf had
won their regional competition for
the Future Homemakers of America –
Home Economics Related
Occupations, they were invited to
the state leadership conference in
Fresno. It was the first time that CSD
had been invited to participate at the
state level. Not only was it an honor;
it was an eye-opening experience.
Our students soon learned that home
economics involved more than just
cooking; there were other important
skills involved such as leadership,
budgeting, and socialization.
The state leadership conference
was HUGE! There were 800 students
and 100 counselors from all over the
state of California. Representing CSD
were Yordi Morales, DaJanica Resch,
Sevilla Abbott, Jeong In Mun,
Gabriela Mendoza-Sosa, and Donna
Melena. High school teacher
chaperones were Debbie Call and
Melinda Harrison.
The students arrived at the Fresno
Convention and Entertainment
Center on April 9. They registered,
picked their workshops, and were
handed their oﬃcial red and white
uniforms. This was followed by a very
formal business meeting run
exclusively by high school students
that strictly followed Parliamentary
Procedure, and an evening of
entertainment.

While at the conference, the
students had a chance to show oﬀ
their cooking skills. DaJanica, Sevilla,
Gabriela, and Donna focused on
commercial food preparation while
Jeong In and Yordi did salad
preparation. The menu they prepared
was Parisian watermelon salad, pork
medallions with deglazed sauce, and
warm Asian slaw.
As part of the conference, the
students got the opportunity to see
the musical Wicked, as well as to
attend a banquet and a formal ball.
They also got to choose from a huge
variety of workshops.
The students were very proud
to be a part of this event. They made
new friends and exchanged pins. Each
student received a plaque for their
participation. (See photo above.)
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DEAF IRON CHEF
COMPETITION
FREMONT vs RIVERSIDE
California School for the Deaf
hosted the second annual Deaf Iron
Chef Competition on March 16 of
this year. The competition showcased
high school chefs from both Fremont
and Riverside. It was patterned after
such television shows as Iron Chef
America and Chopped. The main
ingredient was “salmon.”
The Fremont Eagles team—
Donna Melena, Sevilla Abbott, Luis
Ventura, Samantha Hyland, Gabriela
Mendoza-Sosa, and Jose Alvarado—
faced oﬀ against a foreboding team
of Riverside Cubs. They were judged
on their food preparation, personal
appearance, sanitation, organization,
use of utensils and equipment, salad,
entrée, and dessert.
The Fremont Eagles prepared
berry spinach salad with sweet honey
vinaigrette dressing, salmon Roulade
with black rice, sauteed asparagus
and mango chutney, and summer
fruit tart with apple glaze.

The teams were judged by a
panel of experts including the
executive chef for The Essanay Café,
Matthew Close; French master chef
from the California Culinary Academy,
Patrick Farjas; and licensed Deaf chef
Christine Morgan.
Riverside won the first year and
Fremont won the second year! You
can watch the Eagles as they battle it
out to break the tie during the third
Deaf Iron Chef competition.
The community will be able to
watch the Iron Chef competition on
October 21, at 11:00 a.m., in the
FEAST kitchen of the career/techincal
education building. The secret
ingredients will be: shrimp appetizer,
flank steak entre, plus dessert. The
public is invited to attend the event
or they can view the live streaming
video online at csdeagles.com
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hristine and Tracy Young had two
sons—Zachary and Benjamin—
and wanted to adopt a daughter. They
had considered adopting domestically
and ultimately decided to adopt
internationally. They adopted Lily from
a Chinese orphanage eight years ago.
During their many visits to the
Chinese orphanages, they got to know
Wenke who had been abandoned at a
train station because he was Deaf. The
Youngs found out that if Wenke didn’t
get adopted by the time he was 16, he
would be thrown out of the orphanage
and forced to become a street
beggar. Wenke was a bright kid and
the Youngs desparately wanted to see
him get adopted. They sent out emails
to fellow church members hoping to
find a family willing to adopt him, but
there were no takers. So the Youngs
made the decision to adopt him.
Christine and Tracy realized that
Wenke had no language of any kind—
no Mandarin, no Cantonese, no English,
no sign language. They quickly realized
that they were going to become a part
of the Deaf community. Wenke started
a mainstream program taking English
as a second language classes without
12

an interpreter during the fall of 2010.
After just a couple short months, the
family realized it wasn’t working.
At Thanksgiving dinner, Wenke
was gesturing to Christine who realized
that her son would need to be in an
environment where he could
communicate through sign language.
She looked on the Interent and found
out about California School for the
Deaf. Luckily, the school district
supported Wenke attending CSD.
It was an easy transition for
Wenke to go from living in an
orphanage to living in the dorms at
CSD because he was used to sleeping
in one big room with a lot of other
children. Wenke instantly made
friends with one of the other students
at the school, Andre. He learned his
first sign and started talking to the
other kids right away.
From the very first time Wenke
came home from school at CSD, the
Youngs could see his self-esteem
had skyrocketed. “We knew instantly
from looking at him and seeing all the
stress wash oﬀ his face,” said Christine.
“Wenke would rather stay at school
than come home!”

Reading and math have been
hard for him, but he is doing it. He
joined the wrestling team during his
first year and went on to join the
football team.
Christine and Tracy immediately
realized that, as his parents, they
would need to learn American Sign
Language. So they enrolled in an ASL
class at a community college. The
Young’s other children picked up ASL
fast, too.
Communicating through
videophone has been great because
Wenke is able to actually see his new
parents. In the beginning, Wenke and
his family would just call each other
and stare because none of them knew
sign language yet. Communication
has gotten better and better as they
develop their sign language skills.
“Our communication is ‘night
and day’ compared to where it
was a year ago. At first, all of our
conversations were in the present,
like ‘Take a shower’ or ‘Let’s go to the
store’; now that he has language, he
tells us stories about his experiences
at the orphanage.”
His first year at CSD came to a
close and Wenke was away from the
school for the summer. As soon as
he recognized he was going to start
school again in the fall, he got a big
smile on his face. He was so happy!
Wenke and his newly adopted family
have grown to love Deaf culture!
Tracy said, “Adopting Wenke has
changed our life completely. We have a
whole diﬀerent focus. We have become
a bilingual family. It has been a huge
growth experience for our family.”
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ven though Jayvon Harmon loved
going to public school, it was a
struggle to communicate because
the hearing kids couldn’t understand
him. They would learn a few signs,
but conversations were limited.

ur children went to elementary
school in Mexico. The school did
not provide interpreters so they had
to struggle in school without being
able to use any sign language. They
were not progressing the way they
should.
When we moved to America, our
children attended public school in the
Sacramento area. Many of the

Thankfully, Jayvon did have full
communication at home because his
parents were Deaf and signed fluently.
Jayvon’s mom, Veronica,
graduated from California School for
the Deaf back in 1989 and was eager
for her son to follow in her footsteps.
She particularly liked being able to
socialize with friends and having
accessible communication while at
the school. Veronica has fond
memories of the dance number she
performed as part of the variety
show at Open House. However,
Jayvon’s dad was not that familiar
with CSD and was concerned about
who would watch his son after school
if Jayvon had to live on campus
during the week.
As time went on, Jayvon became
more and more miserable going to

teachers in Sacramento tried to
discourage our family from sending
our children to California School for
the Deaf. Finally, an itinerant teacher
who was coming to our home to
work with our preschool-aged
daughter told us that her nephew
was attending the California School
for the Deaf. She encouraged us to
consider sending our children there.
When we brought our children to
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public school. Jayvon’s dad, James,
even became frustrated because his
son was learning SEE sign at school
which was very diﬃcult for his parents
to understand. James didn’t like it
because his son was having to
fingerspell every word instead of
just signing fluently. Then James met
several other Deaf adults who had
graduated from CSD and who
encouraged him to consider sending
Jayvon to the school. Finally James
agreed to let his son attend CSD for
third grade. James hopes that his
son will increase his vocabulary in
American Sign Language so that he
will be able to have more meaningful
conversations at home. James knows
that his son will be away from home
Monday through Friday and is looking
forward to the precious time that
the family will have together on the
weekends.
The Harmons are excited about
Jayvon’s first year at CSD. If their son
does well at CSD, they have two other
children they are planning to send to
the school.

visit CSD, they instantly fell in love
with the school…and so did we.
We were impressed with how
quickly they progressed once they
were able to start communicating
through American Sign Language
which has become their native
language.
Our oldest children—Beatriz and
Manuel—were the first two children
from our family to attend CSD. They
have since gotten married. Then we
sent Rebecca and Alicia to attend the
school. Most recently, our youngest
daughter Patricia who is 6 years old
has started her 60-day assessment
period at CSD.
We always recommend California
School for the Deaf to other parents.
13

Meet Our New Staﬀ
MAXIMO
ABULENCIA
Maintenance

JAMES
BUCKMASTER
Cottage Counselor

JAY CONLEY
Facilities Maintenance
Teacher

MANUEL
CABUGAO
Stationary Engineer

MARIA HAMMOND
Cottage Counselor

LEALA HOLCOMB
Early Childhood
Education ASL Teacher

JOANN IKEDA
Kindergartern Teacher

STUART IKEDA
Web Design Teacher

WARREN KELLER
Physical Education
Teacher

RYAN LENTZ
Cottage Counselor

JINLI LI
Custodian

VALERIE MCCABE
Adapted PE Teacher

BEVERLY
MOSIER
Spoken English/
Communication
Teacher

BRIAN MORRIS

DAVID PAVAO
Chief of Plant
Operations

LYNETTE
PORTER
Business
Office Assistant

JULIE
REMS-SMARIO
School & Community
Educator

DELRENE
TSCHIDA
Elementary School
Teacher
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ESPERANZA
CACHU
Custodian

Auto Body Teacher

SEAN VIRNIG
School Superintendent
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2011 – 2012
JENNIFER ANN
COOK “JAC”
School & Community
Educator

LILLY CRISMAN
Family Educator

TIFFANY GAY
Early Childhood
Education Teacher

OLGA GONZALEZ
Custodian

THATSANEE
HAMAMOTO
Accountant
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BRIAN KELSON
Cottage Counselor

LIANN OSBORNE
Career Center
Transition Teacher

FREE Family
American Sign
Language
Classes

TIMOTHY
KUYRKENDALL
Guidance Counselor

CHARLES
PHILLIPS
High School
Chemistry Teacher

ST NIGHT OF CLASS
REGISTRATION & FIR
tary building
8:30 PM | in Elemen
September 8 | 6:00 –
vided
interpreters will be pro
ASL/Voice & Spanish
this special night
on
n
atio
istr
reg
for assistance with

California School
for the Deaf

CONTACT
ator
Cheryl Boyd, Coordin
v
.go
e.ca
cboyd@csdf-cd
ice
/Vo
TTY
7
-370
-794
510

JON WILLIAMS
Custodian Supervisor

CAMERIN
ZOSILITO
Custodian
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FOR PARENTS
e, Advanced
Beginning, Intermediat
IR SIBLINGS AGES 5-12
THE
DEAF CHILDREN &
age 4 and under
n
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No day care for chil
N
CLASS INFORMATIO
dle School building
• Classes held in Mid
gs
nin
eve
• Thursday
– 8:00 PM
• Class Time: 6:30
8:00-8:30 PM
al): 6:00-6:30 PM and
• Lab Times (option
CLASS DATES
22, 29
• September 8, 15,
27
• October 6, 13, 20,
• November 3, 10, 17
• December 1, 8, 15

/outreach/

www.csdeagles.com

15

“EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION”
IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

completed a five-week-long
internship at California School for
the Deaf (CSD) in order to research
and learn about Deaf Education.
This was a project for my master’s
thesis. The decision for me to come
to this particular school was not an
accident nor was it taken lightly. I
chose to come to CSD because it is
a renowned school. It is innovative,
bilingual (uses ASL and English),
provides interdisciplinary education
for its students, has highly professional
teachers—Deaf and hearing—including
Deaf linguists. The successful school
concept speaks for itself: the majority
of CSD graduates go on to further
their schooling at community colleges
or universities where they prepare
themselves for a variety of careers.
Furthermore, more than half of the
teachers at CSD are Deaf; there are
significantly fewer hearing teachers.
All of the Deaf teachers have a
university education and thus have
the professional qualifications to
teach independently in the classroom.
I worked closely with middle
school (grades 6-8) and high school
(grades 9-12) with various teachers
during my time at CSD where I
assisted with teaching and
presentation methods. In general, the

I
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teachers at CSD constantly strive to
have the students be involved in their
own learning rather than passively
learning while the teachers lecture
the entire class time. The students
work independently on their own
tasks and the teachers intervene in
certain situtations to answer questions
during the lessons. Students are
empowered from beginning to end
which helps prepare them to live
their lives and take responsibility
for their future. Preschool and
elementary aged students work
busily and independently on tasks. I
observed the elementary department
for three days during my visit to CSD
and I saw students working on their
own for three to five minutes, which
is considered a large stage victory for
independence in adulthood by CSD.
On CSD’s website, their former
superintendent who has since
retired, Dr. Henry Klopping, stated
that one of his goals for the students
when they graduate was that they
be ready to be independent adults
so they can be successful in their
lives. Students create and update the
website as part of a course in web
design—surely this contributes to the
success of the high school students.
Having seen the school and all of
the wonderful programs, I have one
thing that impressed me the most:
All school staﬀ—from the school
administrators, teachers, social
workers and counselors, cottage staﬀ,
secretaries, as well as the janitors
and gardening staﬀ—have knowledge
of ASL, be it basic to advanced. This
means the students have full

communication access within the
school. I was often unsure if the
teacher with whom I was signing was
Deaf or hearing because he or she
was so fluent in ASL. It was clear to
me that the teachers put a high
priority on the educational mission of
the school, which is to teach students
in the bilingual ASL/English methods.
I had never seen an established
bilingual sign language program
before visiting Fremont.
An appeal to all teachers of the
Deaf, parents, and those interested in
Deaf education: Please write emails,
letters, and make calls to CSD leaders
with all of your questions, concerns,
and feedback. I noticed that the
school is very open for discussions
and ideas about the “ideal” teaching
method for our Deaf students. The
school is also very interested in
furthering their student exchange
program where each student, school,
and country can benefit and learn
from each other. Most of all, our
children benefit from the right to a
full education. We live in the
21st century and we have to give our
students the opportunity to have a
complete education.

REPORT BY:

LUTZ PEPPING
TRANSLATED
FROM GERMAN
TO ENGLISH BY:

RACHAEL COLVIN
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STAYING CONNECTED
CREATE A RITUAL
FOR FRIDAY HOMECOMINGS
o

HAVE A CENTRAL CONTACT PERSON
ON CAMPUS TO CONNECT WITH IF YOU
HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR CHILD
o
o

o

o
o

o
o
o

INITIATE CONVERSATIONS
WITH YOUR CHILD

MAKE A POINT TO ‘CHECK IN’
DURING THE WEEK WITH YOUR CHILD
o

o

o


o

o
o

o
o
o

GET READY FOR EXCITING CHANGES
IN YOUR CHILD
o
o
o
o
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The Face behind
the face of CSD

I

started at CSD 21 years ago as the
job coach in the career center. I
then worked as the job placement
specialist, for 10 years, and as the
transition and employment specialist
for 10 years. In all that time, I have
represented CSD out in the community.
I have gone with students on hundreds
of job interviews, have spent
countless hours at their work sites,
and have visited many Deaf agencies
and college programs. I have logged
over 90,000 miles on six diﬀerent
vehicles. Hundreds of families have
welcomed me into their homes;
oﬀering me tea, fruit, and hospitality.
One family even asked if I wanted to
spend the night. I politely declined as I
already had a hotel room.
I vividly remember the first time I
went as an interpreter with a student
for a job interview. The student was

Conrad Baer receives
honorable mention
MercuryNews.com

applying for a computer assembly
position. I drove with the eager young
teenager to the company. I opened
the glass doors and the student
followed me into the fancy lobby.
The employer thought I was being
interviewed and the student waited
for me to say something first. I
realized, in that moment, that I had
made a mistake.
From that moment on, I would
always explain to students that this is
their interview; they are in charge. I am
just there to facilitate communication
and I will follow them in through the
doors that will lead to their future.
This simple gesture changed the
dynamic completely. Some students
walked proudly in before me. Others
felt shy and had to practice before
entering. But, it was always clear who
was in charge.
So, after all of these years, I am
tempted to say, “Thank you for
allowing me to be the face of CSD out
in the community.” But, it is more
appropriate to say, “Thanks for letting
me be the face behind the face of
CSD.” Finally, on my last day in the
career center, as I sat typing away on
my computer, I overheard two
co-workers talking about a new group
of student workers. They were
preparing to show the brand new
workers their route to arrive at work.
One staﬀ member said to the other,
“When you walk with them, let them
lead.” So, I leave CSD feeling confident
that the tradition lives on. We must
always remember what an honor it
is to let the young people we work
with lead as we support them in their
growth towards independence.

Conrad Baer scored touchdowns five ways (rush,
interception return, kickoﬀ return, pass reception and
punt return) in the Eagles' two wins to open the season.
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MEET
A FUTURE
SCIENTIST

T

abitha Benavides comes from
a family of farm workers,
though her father is also a
truck driver. By the time she was in
second grade, her teacher realized
that Tabitha was Deaf and arranged
for her to be in a program for Deaf
children. Tabitha used an FM system
with a small speaker, along with some
SEE sign. Because her teacher often
looked at the blackboard, it was hard
to figure out what she was saying.
Finally, Tabitha was able to
transfer to California School for the
Deaf where she could understand
everything through American Sign
Language. During her junior year,
she took a biotechnology class which
made a huge impact on her. Through
the class, she found out about several
career options including dentistry
which interested her. Job placement
counselor Colin Piotrowski set up
an interview for Tabitha with a local
dentist named Dr. Weisman.
Dr. Weisman agreed to an
internship for Tabitha where she
could get work experience in all of
the possible career paths available in
the dentist’s oﬃce including dental
assistant, hygienist, x-ray technician,
and secretary. She would also be
given the opportunity to watch
Dr. Weisman while he was working
on patients.
During her junior year, Tabitha
maintained a 3.88 grade point average,
with solid A’s in biotechnology. After
graduation, she plans to attend the
National Technical Institute for the
Deaf at the Rochester Institute of
Technology. She hasn’t totally decided
on her major yet, but says she has
narrowed it down to microbiology,
x-ray technology, or some field that
involves working in a laboratory.

also had to adjust to the faster pace of
life in the United States.
Even though she has adopted a
MEET AN
INTERNATIONAL new family and a new culture and
a new way of life, she continues to
STUDENT
maintain her Guyanese Deaf identity.
Through her “open adoption,” her
family from Guyana still comes to
America to visit her, and she is able to
take trips to Guyana to visit her family
there, as well.
eija Kishna was born and
raised in Guyana. She attended
After graduation, Teija plans to
return to Guyana to teach other Deaf
a school with no services for
Deaf children. Teija grew up using
kids.
some gestures but no formal signed
communication.
When Teija was 11, she was
adopted by her new Deaf family in
MEET A
the United States, the Horrell-Schmitz
STUDENT
family. Teija’s new dad applied for a
ATHLETE
job at the California School for the
Deaf, and the whole family moved to
California so that Teija could benefit
from the supportive services provided
by the school. In the beginning,
very year, the California
Teija’s new mom home schooled her
School for the Deaf picks a
until she knew enough sign to be able
student athlete who
to function at the school. Then for
seventh grade, she started attending exemplifies everything that a student
athlete should be. The award is
classes at the California School for
based on character, as well as athletic
the Deaf.
and academic accomplishment. The
In just two years, Teija has gone
recipient for the 2010-2011 Athlete
from struggling to communicate
of the Year award was Shawn
through gestures to being able to
Benavente. In the words of the
communicate like any other Deaf
school’s athletic director Kevin
person through American Sign
Language. She has gone from reading Kovacs, “Shawn is a coach’s dream.
While some kids are ‘all talk’; Shawn’s
at a kindergarten level to reading at
an age-appropriate level. She is doing actions speak for themselves.”
Shawn was in the top 10 with the
well at school with a 3.75 grade point
North Coast Section last year for his
average.
Teija loves the fact that everyone wrestling talent. Additionally, he won
awards for football, wrestling, weight
at the school signs fluently. She
lifting, and baseball.
enjoys participating in the athletics
Shawn has had the advantage of
program. Last year, she participated
in softball, basketball, and track. She a very supportive mom who cooks
loves living on campus in the cottages meals for Shawn’s teammates, goes
because she has so many friends who to every game to support her son’s
team, and helps out with coaching
live there, too.
and cheerleading.
It has been an interesting
Not only is Shawn a gifted
experience for Teija comparing life in
athlete, he is also accomplished
Guyana and the United States. The
academically with a grade point
first big adjustment she had to make
average of 3.8 that put him on the
was to the climate since Guyana is so
much warmer than California. She has Honor Roll Gold List.
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Children are very proud of their families and
love seeing pictures of them displayed in their
environment.
As a gift to their child, families who attended
the Back to School Night drew a picture of
their family so that their child could share it at
school. The pictures will be displayed on the
art gallery wall in the early childhood
education department.
The pictures show immediate family members,
and include pets or anyone else who lives in
their home. Pictures also include such details
as a park, flowers, their home, or something
special their family does together.

