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As research has shown, encouraging students to construct their own mathematical
understanding through discourse (discussion of math problems) is an effective way to
teach mathematics (National Council of Teachers of Mathematics). The Illinois Math
Standards focus on inquiry-based learning with an emphasis on student engagement
and math discussion. At Hillside School, the first step toward inquiry-based learning was
the adoption of new K-8 math resources that focus on problem-based learning rather
than simply procedural math instruction. The shift from math procedures to a focus on
mathematical practices is evident in the standards-based assessments Hillside students
take, such as PARCC in third- through eighth- grades, and the SAT in high school.
To properly prepare students for twenty-first century learning skills, the Hillside staff
has focused on math instructional strategies such as student math talks, multi-step
problem solving, and hands-on learning. The staff has worked to refine these practices
during district institutes and on school improvement days. In addition, math instructional coaches visit classrooms to observe math lessons and provide teachers with
feedback and reflection on their instructional practices. Teacher teams use this feedback
to develop and refine their instruction for future lessons.

Math Discourse

Math Discourse is essential to addressing
the math goals of the Illinois State Learning
Standards. The Illinois Learning Standards
focus heavily on the “why” and “how”

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Following a great 2017, this year is also
going well. There is not a day that I do not
see our students hitting their “Turbo
Button” focusing on their Growth Mindset.
In this issue, we have highlighted ongoing
curriculum initiatives that will better prepare
our students for the twenty-first century.
In addition, you will learn about some of the
Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski
achievements of the student body.
We cannot begin to express how proud
we are of our students.
I encourage you to stay involved with the
happenings of the school and thank you
for your continued support. As always, if
you have any questions, please contact
the District Office at (708) 449-6490.
Sincerely,
Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski, Superintendent
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rather than memorization, drill, and practice. Mathematical classroom discourse is
having all students engaged in discussions
about mathematics in such a way that they
reveal their understanding of concepts.
Students also learn to engage in mathematical reasoning and debate.
Seventh- and eighth-grade math teacher
Janet Folkerts recently reported on what
Math Discourse “looks like” in her classroom: “Several times a day, the students
participate in discussions about how they
are solving the math problems. In class,
they must always explain how they solved
a problem. An activity that I like to use to
get all the students sharing their explanation is a double-line discussion. The
students stand in two lines facing their
partner. The first partner has about one
minute to explain, then students switch,
and the other partner will share his or
her explanation. This holds all students
accountable and insures that they talk to
different students and hear their input.”
Ms. Folkerts continued, “Mathematical
Discourse is important because the
students need to be able to justify their
Continues on page 4
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Students Take NUMATS
For the second consecutive year, selected Hillside
School students are participating in NUMATS:
Northwestern University’s Midwest Academic Talent
Search. This research-validated program uses abovegrade-level assessment as a means of testing gifted
students. The results help parents and educators better
understand the students’ educational needs. Through
NUMATS, eligible students take internationallyrecognized tests before entering the grade levels at
which they are normally administered. NUMATS identifies academic ability, measures growth and connects
students and parents to resources and opportunities that
are available for advanced students.
Students are selected to participate in NUMATS by meeting one or more of the following criteria: participation in

Martin Luther King Jr.
Essay Winners
Each year, the
Village of Hillside’s
Human Relations
Commission holds
an annual breakfast
to honor Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. It
also holds an essay
contest for area
students based on
a teaching of Dr.
King. This year, the
theme of the essay
was to explain Dr.
King’s quote, “Out
of a mountain of
despair, a mountain
of hope.”

the school’s gifted program, meeting grade-level criteria
in either verbal/reading or math on a nationally-normed
test, or exceeding grade level expectations on at least
one category of the PARCC state testing.
On December 2, these Hillside School seventh- and
eighth-graders took the college-level SAT assessment at
several area schools: Seventh Grade – Javier Rodriguez,
Ava Okai and Emily Walen; Eighth Grade – Erick Ayala,
Jericho Bernal, Vincent Bernal, Monzerrat Rodriguez and
Edidya Solomon.
Students in the region who score 500 or higher on the
SATs will be recognized at an awards ceremony in spring
hosted by the West Suburban Consortium for Academic
Excellence, a coalition of 16 high-performing West
Suburban school districts.

Bernie’s Book Bank
Hillside students are the recipients of a wonderful initiative
that provides free new and gently used books to students
in kindergarten through grade six. Through “Bernie’s Book
Bank,” each child will receive 12 books this year. This is the
first time that Hillside School students are benefitting from
this program. Superintendent Suchinski applied for the
program and it took several years to be accepted.
Bernie’s Book Bank was founded in 2009, with the goal of
providing books to at-risk children. A mere eight years later,
it has distributed a total of ten million books! It is currently
on target for its goal of bringing 3.5 million books annually to
over 300,000 Chicago area children.
In December, Hillside students were excited to receive six of
the twelve books they will receive this year.

Martin Luther King Jr. essay winners
(L to R) Anderson Landfair, Sofia Ortiz,
and Adelaide Neelen.

At the seventeenth
annual breakfast on
January 15, three Hillside School students were recognized for their outstanding essays. Congratulations
to the Martin Luther King Jr. essay winners Anderson
Landfair, first grade; Adelaide Neelen, third grade;
and Sofia Ortiz, eighth grade.
Visit our newly designed website for current Hillside
School information: www.hillside93.org. You can
also follow us on Twitter @Hillside93 and “like” us
on Facebook at Hillside School District 93.
In December, students received free books from “Bernie’s Book Bank.”
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Teachers Earn Google Certification
Hillside teachers are now using many
Google tools in the classroom. Called
G Suite for Education, these tools include
Gmail, Google Calendar, Google Docs and
many others. All of these technology tools
help both teachers and students to be creative and collaborative.
Google offers certifications for educators
who have demonstrated their knowledge of
these tools. Called Google Educator Level
1, and Google Level 2 Certifications, the
certifications determine not only how well
the teacher knows how to use the tools,
but that the teacher knows how to apply
them in a twenty-first century skill-based
classroom. During this school year, Hillside
School teachers are being encouraged
to become Level 1 certified. Google rec-

ognizes each certified teacher with a
poster that tells everyone who enters their
classroom about their achievement.
These teachers have earned Google 1
Certification:
Rebecca Brown, Extended Learning
Program/Seventh Grade ELA
Michelle Chan, First Grade
Tracy Collins, P.E.
Erin Crowley, Fifth Grade
Cindy Giron, Bilingual Kindergarten
Kumar Kayastha, ELA/Computers
Louise Kelly, Music
Kreg Kemper, P.E.
Alicia Higgins Kinane, Art
Jason Rubo, STEM
Terrence Russel, Sixth Grade
Sharon Venchus, Learning Resource
Center

On the evening of October 26, families
came to Hillside School to participate
in STEM Night. Students and parents
engaged in a number of fun and exciting science, technology, engineering,
and math projects.

This year, seventh- and eighthgrade students in the new
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math) class used
VEX IQ Robot Kits to build robots
that could compete defined tasks.
Students collaborated, planned,
designed and tested their creations, and also learned about
computer coding, engineering,
and robotics.
Five eighth-grade students are
currently building a robot that
they will enter in the regional
VEX ROBOT tournament in
Bolingbrook in March. The team
will compete against students from
other area schools. The robots
will be involved in a “Ringmaster
Challenge,” where the robots will
grasp rings and then place them
on posts. The team with the most
points after one minute will win
the challenge.
The Hillside School VEX IQ Robot
team is: Antonio Allen, Vincent
Bernal, Justin Conley, Froylon
Medina, and Alexander Mendez.
This is the first year that Hillside
School students are competing in
this exciting event. The results of
their efforts will be reported in the
summer issue of this newsletter.
Go team!

GEOBEE Winner
Announced
Hillside School students participate in the GEOBEE, the National
Geographic Society’s Geography
Contest for grades four through eight.
This long-standing Hillside School
tradition tests students’ knowledge
of geography through a format that
is similar to a spelling bee. Students
who answer questions correctly move
on to the next round.

Students Enter
Robot
Competition

Geobee winner Williams Guaderrma.

On January 26, sixth-grade student Williams Guaderrma became the school’s 2018
GEOBEE champion when he correctly answered the question, “Antietam National
Battlefield, site of a Civil War battle, is located near the Potomac River in which
mid-Atlantic state?” (See answer at the end of this article.)
Congratulations to GEOBEE winner Williams Guaderrma!
							

(ANSWER: Maryland)
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reasoning. A large part of problem-solving is for the students to be able to explain and use the knowledge they already have.
When they can justify their reasoning, the students have a deeper understanding of the concepts.
“Students are still adapting to this learning style for math. It is very different, and completely new for most of them.
The students enjoy having mathematical conversations, and they appreciate the opportunity to explain their
reasoning to their peers.
“Mathematical Discourse has been an overall positive shift in my classroom. It allows students to take the time
to really think deeply about a concept, rather than just memorizing facts they may not fully comprehend.”

Extra Math Help

A new math intervention is available for all seventh- and eighth-grade students this year. Math help is offered
as a drop-in support for students who need assistance with understanding math concepts, and/or with math
homework. This is one more initiative that assures students have the extra help
they need to be successful in math.

Proviso Superintendents Collaborate

During the 2017-2018 school year, Proviso Area superintendents from Hillside SD 93,
Berkeley SD 87, Forest Park SD 91, Lindop SD 92, Maywood/Melrose/Broadview SD 89,
Proviso Township SD 209, and Westchester SD 92.5 embarked on a partnership to address
achievement and opportunity for all students. The superintendents are meeting on a regular
basis to discuss the concept of, “One team, One goal, One Proviso.” On January 22, the superintendents, along with district curriculum directors, met to discuss how to better prepare students in
the area of math. Districts shared their current math initiatives and how they are working to bridge
the achievement gap. All of the Proviso Area superintendents are committed to ongoing collaborations to assist students in making a successful transition to high school.
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