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Musical Blast from the Past
Favorite
Holiday
Tunes
White Christmas
by: Micahel Bublé
Last Christmas
by: Wham!
All I Want for
Christmas
by: Mariah Carey
A Holly Jolly Christmas
by: Burl Ives
I Saw Mommy Kissing
Santa Claus
by: The Jackson 5
Funky New Year
by: Eagles
Feliz Navidad
by: José Feliciano

A look into the unique hobby of record collecting
by Citlalli Hernandez

OP/ED Editor

M

any in today’s society
consider vinyl records, record
players, Walkman/CD players,
and CDs themselves to be
things of the past as music
apps on mobile phones have
taken over the music streaming
industry by storm in this age of
modern technology. However
music
lovers
everywhere
would beg to differ as there
are people today who actively
and avidly continue to buy
and
collect
these
“old”
forms
of
technology.
Although records declined
in popularity in the 90s, they
have
become
increasingly
popular
as
trends
from
that time period have regained
popularity. This increase in
popularity has caused the
prices of vinyl records to go
up and the demand for these
unique forms of musical outlets
cause dedicated collectors to
find themselves putting in a
lot more work into this hobby.
Avid collector Joseph Heredia
stated, “ It takes up a lot of
time… I often dedicate entire
days to this hobby just so I
can find rare items that I want
to add to my collection…”
However, this wasn’t always
the case as Heredia shared that
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Recognizing Nick Valencia for his drawing abilities
Caitlynn Sandberg
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M

any people have the hope
and longing to find a way to
express themselves to the rest
of the world, and one is lucky
if it actually happens for them.
Sophomore
Nick
Valencia
has found his niche of talent
in the arts and has chosen a
pencil to shade and draw lines,
creating and recreating images
in his mind and in his life.
“I have just the studentfor you…
he’s only a sophomore so I’m
excited to see how he will have
progressed as a senior,” art teacher
Mary Brown reveals when asked
if there was a student in
particular who was excelling
in any of her drawing classes.
Having some of his artwork
put up on the walls on Brown’s
classroom, he has been inspired
to submit drawings to “Voice
and Visions” at the end of this
year. His interest has deepened
and he actually plans on
pursuing a career in art, most
likely as a teacher teaching
all different types of art.
Valencia had actually never

been trained in drawing or arts up
until this year when he was given
the choice to switch his elective
class to drawing with Brown.
His
interest
that
started
out
in
kindergarten
led
him
to
join.
Valencia
remembers watching all the
other kids running outside to
go play during recess while
he was content being inside
the classroom where he was
able to draw sketches of
animals because they were
interesting to look at as well as
available to see. Over the years
his interest has expanded quite
a bit from small sketches. He

just a few years ago, he could
simply go online and easily
purchase any vintage records.
He shared that that is how he
acquired one of his most prized
pieces- a copy of The Beatles’

Love Me Do/ P.S. I Love
You Record. “Now it takes

about half a day just to locate
records for newer bands
like
The
Strokes
or
even
Kanye
West…”
Heredia went on to share
that all the time he spends
on this hobby is definitely
worth it as records provide a
sort of “blast from the past”
that allows him to connect to
music in very powerful ways.
Senior and long-time collector
Andres Ocampo agrees with
Heredia as he shared, “ [I]
put myself in the shoes of my
dad and a kid back in the day
and imagine how this music
was forming the future…”
Though modern music
applications such as Pandora,
Spotify,
Soundcloud,
and
Apple Music make it easier to
carry around music in one’s
pocket, the grainy and raw
sound that is provided by
record players and vinyl records
is commonly enjoyed and
actively
sought
out
by
music
lovers
everywhere.
Senior Nathan Martinez

drawing what he sees in life
and trying to replicate it on the
page. Some of his most recent
sketches are of eyes and people.
In art there are many types of
materials available at hand to
use. Although usually sticking
to pencils, it usually depends
on the style of image and what
he is actually drawing that
determines his drawing utensil.
Valencia is also involved
in the Academic Decathlon
team with English teacher
Kerry Sego. One of the topics
they learn about every year
in their time period is art.
“Being in Academic Decathlon
has helped me learn so much and
made me enjoy art that much
more,” expressed Valencia.

A couple of recent drawings by Nick Valencia

still chooses to draw animals on
occasion but has recently found
a deeper interest in realism.
The topic of realism to him
in the sense of drawing is
self-explanatory really. He is

The sophomore has been
able to appreciate different
types of artwork, for example
abstract art, which he did not
understand beforehand, and
he is very grateful for that.

thekennedyword.com

shared that he prefers collecting
older forms of music as he
enjoys the lo-fi sound created
by both records, and Martinez
further stated that collecting
these items brings him joy and
provides him with a broader
outlook on musical culture.
Heredia marveled, “Listening

more. Prices typically range
from 99 cents to 60,000 dollars
depending on the record.
The location of where one
purchases records also plays
a role in the price. Places
such as Amoeba Records,
Atomic
Records,
and
Freakbeat Records sell records

Examples of some vintage vinyl records and a record player

to music on vinyl is not
convenient, but I have always and
always will prefer it to any other
method, music just sounds better.”
As many people collect records
for many different reasons and
there are billions and billions
of different records readily
available, the price of these
items varies with its individual
elements.
These
elements
include quality, artist, age,
popularity and much, much

at varying different prices.
Those
who
actively
collect vinyl records often
overlook price and time that is
needed to acquire their wanted
pieces as the experience that
these musical outlets provide
that “blast to the past” and
euphoria that many seek.
Ocampo shares, “Records…
bring me lots of happiness
it can make me sad or really
happy... just what music does.”

Is It for a Profit or a Purpose?

Real motives behind authors prolonging book series
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ith the cinematic debut
of an original J.K. Rowling
screenplay Fantastic Beasts
and Where to Find Them, which
was inspired by the Harry Potter
spin off with the same title,
hitting theaters came many
mixed reactions from the public
regarding the true intentions
of authors and producers.
For the past few years, it seems
as if authors have been expanding
and adding on to their previously
made and established book
series. All these new series and
spinoffs beg the question of the
real motives of these authors.
Are they expanding an already
finished series for a purpose,
or are they simply trying to
squeeze as much money as
they can out of a beloved series.
On March 24, 2014 the film
Fantastic Beasts and Where
to Find Them was announced.
There were many fans who were
overjoyed with these news, but
there were also many who felt
as if Rowling was expanding
the universe with only profit
in mind. The same reaction
occurred when Harry Potter and
the Cursed Child, another Harry
Potter spinoff, was announced.
“I don’t get why so many
‘fans’ are upset about this. We
get to revisit the Wizarding
World, and I think it’s
great that she’s expanding
this world that she worked
so hard to create,” remarked
senior
Cynthia
Alvarez.

Cassandra Clare is another
author who seems to be reluctant
in ceasing to continue writing
in the Shadowhunter universe
she created. Currently, Clare
has
two
finished
series,
two in progress series, and
more than three companion
novels, that revolve around
the
Shadowhunter
realm.
Senior Stephanie Fernandez
believes
Clare
should
stop playing it safe by writing
in the same universe and
should
challenge
herself
by writing books in new
worlds and different genres.
While many people criticize
these authors, there is still a
reason why they keep writing
them: people keep buying them.
“At times I feel like it’s too
much but every book they add
to the series is just as good
if not better than the last. So
I am not disappointed when
I hear one of my favorite
authors is writing a new book,”
stated senior Desiree Felix.
While there will always
be loyal fans who continue
reading series’ as long as
they’re well written, there are
many who long to have an end
to a series. Junior Jose Duran
feels that an end is necessary
in order to complete a series.
“Yea it’s sad when one of your
favorite book series ends but
I love that bittersweet feeling
you get once it’s actually
over. It’s very satisfying to
have closure for something
that you love so deeply.”

