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A Message from the Superintendent

e hope you are having an enjoyable
summer. We just wrapped up another
great year for Grandview Heights
Schools. It was a time of collaboration,
achievement, and growth in our school system
including being ranked, for the second year in a
row, as the #1 school district in Central Ohio when
it comes to student
achievement on the
Ultimately this work will
State Report Card
ensure our students can
Performance Index
Score.
compete globally and

succeed consistently in
tomorrow’s world.

We have a lot to
celebrate in many
areas from the arts
and athletics to
academics and extracurricular activities. Many of
our students and staff members have proven to be
leaders throughout the school year by winning
awards, titles, and scholarships. I am so proud of
all of them! It has been a true pleasure getting to
know many of your sons and daughters during this
past year.

To continue this excellence, we must always have
an eye on the future by looking for ways to grow
and excel. This is the main goal of our Continuous
Improvement Plan (CIP), which is a plan to develop
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our district’s strategic
instructional vision for the
future. Ultimately this work will
ensure our students can
compete globally and succeed
consistently in tomorrow’s
world. We have been working
with staff, the Board of Education, and community
members on developing a plan to help our students
have the resources and preparation they need to
reach their fullest potential.

The CIP is a multi-step process and a living
document that is meant to serve as a road map
for the future. We are excited to start making this
important work a reality in our
schools.

Robotics Team
Continues Grandview
Heights Schools
Tradition

The Grandview Heights FIRST
Robotics Team competed in
the FIRST RFC Robotics
Championship in St. Louis,
Missouri, April 20 – 25, 2015.
Coached by Sue Godez,
students in grades 8-11
made up this year’s 24member team. Grandview
Heights has proudly
supported a FIRST Robotics
program for 19 years.

As always, thank you for your
continued support and we
look forward to seeing our
students back in our
classrooms on August 18! ❖

Sincerely,

Andrew K. Culp
Superintendent

Grandview Heights Schools Announce Facilities Task Force
Community group will engage with public about future of school buildings
afe, modern, and efficient
school buildings are important
to student success. In
Grandview Heights Schools, we
have a proud tradition of excellence in the
classroom, but are our current facilities
keeping up with the demand of a modern
education in the most economical way
for taxpayers?
Over the past several months, the district
has been assessing our current school
buildings to ensure that they are not only

up to modern standards when it comes to
student learning and safety, but to also
make sure we are spending taxpayer
dollars wisely when it comes to
maintaining our aging school buildings.

As a first step, the district worked with
the Ohio Facilities Construction
Commission and K-12 Business Solutions
to assess what it would cost to continue
maintaining our current school buildings
over the next ten years. They completed a
comprehensive inventory of all district

structures, grounds, and equipment. They
found that the yearly costs to maintain
and upgrade our current infrastructure
and classrooms are significantly higher
than the current funds available in our
improvement budget. This is an urgent
matter and we must start the
conversation with our community about
the future of our school buildings.

As a part of this process, Grandview
Heights Schools has created a Facilities

Facilities Task Force

continued on page 2

Our mission is to maximize and personalize every student’s learning.
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ne of the most important
college readiness
benchmarks for high
school students is the rigor
of coursework in their high school
classes. Moving to an additional
period (8 period) schedule at the beginning of the 20142015 school year, and our new board approved grading
scale that becomes active with the 2015-2016 school year,
have already had an impact on the amount of students
signing up for AP courses. In 2011, Grandview Heights High
School had a total of 24 students who were enrolled in an
AP course. In 2014-2015, we had a total of 111 students
enrolled. Based on preliminary scheduling, we anticipate
continued growth in AP enrollment. In addition to increased
AP enrollment, we have added four AP courses in the past
two years and have plans to add two more in the 2016-2017
school year (AP Physics and AP Government).

College readiness is not just happening in the high
school, but in the early grades as well. School Counselor
Bryan Stork and College and Career Counselor Jane
O’Shaughnessy work with school counselors at Stevenson
Elementary and Edison Intermediate/Larry Larson Middle
School to create a seamless transition for students when it
comes to career and college readiness. ❖
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Smartboards Will Enhance Classroom Learning

tarting next year, our Kindergarten – 5th grade classrooms
will be taking advantage of the latest technology in the
classroom through the use of Smartboards. This vital
educational tool was made possible through a generous grant from
the Grandview Heights/Marble Cliff Education Foundation.

A Smartboard is a computer chalkboard that can save and store
any information that is written on it. It also enables students and
teachers to pull information from the Internet or other sources to
enhance learning. It not only increases student engagement, it also
increases a teacher’s ability to collaborate with others across the
country. This interactive tool will deepen students’ 21st Century
skills and provide a rich learning environment where both students
and teachers can create and learn. ❖

Grandview Heights Schools Announce Facilities Task Force

continued from page 1

Task Force, comprised of community
members who have a wide variety of
backgrounds including some with
expertise in the construction and building

essential question: How can we support
our educational goals while ensuring our
facilities funds are being spent wisely?
We will also carefully consider detailed
estimates of projected costs to
maintain our buildings way into
We have a proud tradition of excellence in the
the future. The maintenance
classroom, but are our current facilities keeping
cost of aging buildings is an
important factor in determining
up with the demands of a modern education in
our
next steps.
the most economical way for taxpayers?
industry. This group will be charged with
exploring all options on how the district
should move forward with our school
buildings and will serve as an advisory
and oversight team during the threephase, multi-year process.
This Task Force will soon begin the
assessment phase that will include
community conversations that ask the

2

www.ghcsd.org

Solutions and alternative
options will dominate the next
phase. We will price out our options in
the same manner that we estimate the
long-term cost of operating our current
facilities. We will then take our findings
and invite residents and stakeholders to a
community conversation regarding which
options are best for our district both
financially and educationally.

Then, we will ask a team of community
members with expertise in the financial
sector to review the solution elected
through our community engagement
efforts and ask them to offer their best
recommendations regarding the time
frame, implementation, and most
responsible funding method.

This process is still in its very early
stages, and we want to make sure no
steps are taken without the community’s
input. We will be in touch in the coming
months with more information on how
you can take part in this conversation
that is so important to both our
students and our community. In the
meantime, if you have any questions or
ideas for our schools, please feel free to
contact Superintendent Andy Culp at
(614) 485-4015 or andy.culp@ghcsd.org. ❖

School District

S

Foundation Grants Help Propel Innovation in Grandview Heights Schools

ince 1991 the Grandview Heights/Marble Cliff
Education Foundation (GHMCEF) has
generously provided Grandview Heights
Schools with funds to launch new and
innovative projects that
enhance education.
The Foundation accepts
requests for grants from
administrators, educators,
and community members
who wish to push
opportunities for teaching
and learning to new levels.

projects and methodologies practiced on a larger scale throughout
the district.

Projects that received grants this year will be implemented in
the 2015-2016 school year. These include:

Date
Save
the

• Creation of a new television and multimedia
production studio at Edison Intermediate/Larry Larson
Middle School.

• Audio video technology for the high school choir room
that allows seamless interactivity with musical content.

• Furniture for the high school chemistry lab that
facilitates group and collaborative work.

The Annual Gala for the
• One model classroom will be created in each of the
Throughout the
school buildings. They will become sites for action
Grandview Heights/Marble Cliff
development of grant
research focused on the creation and use
Education
Foundation
will
be
held
proposals teachers work
of spaces for 21st Century learners.
on Saturday, February 20, 2016.
closely with colleagues
• Acquisition of a portable set of Chromebooks for
identified as knowledge
use by the Department of Students Services for
and learning partners. This highly collaborative process
personalized, differentiated instruction.
results in proposals that have been thoroughly
To learn more about the Grandview Heights/Marble Cliff Education
researched and vetted before they are reviewed and
Foundation including its biggest fundraising event, the Annual Gala,
voted upon by the GHMCEF. In many cases projects
visit www.ghmcef.org. ❖
funded through Foundation grants become models for
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Summer is a Time for Fun and Learning at Kids’ Club

ummer, learning, and fun can all happen together!
The Kids’ Club Summer Program is a great
summer tradition and serves more than 150
students over a nine week period. Program
leaders from many different backgrounds guide their students
through field trips around the community and to some of Columbus’
most enriching destinations. Activities such as swimming, hiking, fishing, archery, and
street hockey are a part of the program, as well as a curriculum that supports and extends
learning from the school year. For more information about the Kids’ Club before and after
school childcare program and summer program, contact the Kids’ Club Director Colleen
Adkinson at )614) 485-4040 or via email at colleen.adkinson@ghcsd.org. ❖
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GHHS 100th Commencement Ceremony

n May 24, 2015, Grandview Heights High School recognized the
100th graduating class in a ceremony that was both reflective
and memorable. The Class of 2015 is truly a special class and
one that embodies characteristics, traits, and qualities that
encompass the “Bobcat Way.” It is fitting that this special and deserving
class received diplomas on a day that means so much to so many.

Our 100th Commencement featured speaker was Coach Jim Tressel, who is
one of the most widely recognized names in all of Ohio for both athletic and
academic reasons.
The Commencement featured GHHS alumni from every era dating back to
the 1930s. We are excited to celebrate 100 years of GHHS graduates, and
especially honored to celebrate the Class of 2015 and the legacy they will
leave behind. ❖
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This summer the Grandview Heights Schools are
partnering with the Grandview Heights Public
Library to collaboratively develop summer reading
lists that will guide parents, students, and readers
of all ages to great summer reading. For more
information, go to: www.ghcsd.org.
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District Financial Forecast Remains Stable
very May and October, the Ohio
Department of Education requires an
update of the five-year financial
forecast of all public schools. The
purpose is to provide a planning tool for Boards
of Education to analyze the trends within the
school district budget. The forecast is a snapshot in time that changes as new information
becomes known.

This spring, the Grandview Heights Board of Education approved
a stable financial forecast for our school district. Much of the
stability can be attributed to the passage of the 5.9 mill operating
levy in November of 2014. We cannot thank the community enough
for their ongoing support of our schools.

One such uncertainty is the funding we receive from the state.
As we have reported in the past, the biennial state budget has
a serious impact on our bottom line, representing 21% of our
revenue. Since the forecast was completed in May, state legislators
have been deliberating on the next biennial state budget bill, and
that process has just concluded. We have recently learned that
Grandview Heights Schools will lose over $663,000 in state funding
support in fiscal year 2017, which represents almost 4% of our total

annual operating budget. The loss
of funds is due to reductions made
to the tangible personal property
tax reimbursements for schools.
We are currently assessing this
situation to determine how this
latest decrease in state school
funding will impact our overall
budget and will keep you updated
as we learn more.

Being transparent with our
community about our financial
picture is important to us. Residents can take great pride in knowing
that the school district is focused on providing high quality
educational opportunities for students, while at the same time we
scrutinize every dollar we spend to ensure it helps support great
teaching, great programs, and services for our kids.

Thank you for your ongoing support. Please do not hesitate to
contact me at (614) 485-4020 or at beth.collier@ghcsd.org if you
have any questions. ❖

Grandview Heights City School District

Beth Collier, Treasurer
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