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It’s an International success

As part of the International Day festivities, Eastern European Club
members Iwona Popkowski and Marc Niec danced, above. Olivia
Perkowski, below, served desserts in the cafeteria, while guests
enjoyed various international cuisines, right. (Photos by Adrienne
Magun and Bro. Roy George)

By Daniel Girdvsky & Tora Watson
When the doors opened to Molloy’s
annual International Day at 2 p.m. April
2, about 1,200 people flooded the
Marsloe Gym and followed the smell
of racks of food from Italy, Germany,
India, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Ireland,
the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Dominican
Republican, Spain, Columbia, and
Africa.
“International Day is a great way for
Molloy to display its school spirit and
it’s everyone’s hard work that made the
day truly a success,” said junior
Cassandre Kernizan, a member of the
French Club.
For an hour, the guests, who paid $8
for adults and $5 for children, were able
to sample a huge variety of food in
addition to the wide selection of
delicious desserts.
“I thought the food was really good
and filling this year,” said junior Mary
Perez, a member of the Girls Step Team
and French Club.
Spanish teacher Mr. Luis Santos said,
“The food was amazing. The turnout
was more than we expected.”
The Molloy Pipes & Drums Corps,
fresh off its appearance at the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, started off the
entertainment at 3:00 p.m. in the Jack
Curran Gym.
New to International Day this year
were the Irish step dancers, who

performed folk dances.
The costumed Eastern European
Club performed a variety of folk
dances.
The French Club performed the
Masquerade scene from “The Phantom
of the Opera.”
“This year the French Club did an
amazing job,” said Mr. Santos.
The Spanish Club performed
merengue and salsa dances while the
Asian Club performed the Pandanggo
Sa Ilaw (candle dance) and the Cin Ho
(fan dance), in addition to the Singkil
dance.
“We worked relentlessly for
International Day and I was happy with
our exhibition and the great response
from the audience,” said junior Bryan
Rodriguez who performed with both the
Spanish Club and Step Team.
The Indian Club had their annual
fashion show, a “Bollywood” style
dance, and a new West Indian Style
Dance.
The Ebony Club did some modern
dances, while the Boys and Girls Step
teams showcased a few of the new
routines they’ve worked on this year.
This spectacular event raised about
$4,000 for the school and the leftover
food was donated to the Briarwood
Shelter.

For a week: smells like Stanner spirit
By Nicole Gomez and Elizabeth
Hampton
Molloy’s first-ever “Spirit Week”
from March 27-31 turned out to be an
unqualified success in the eyes of its
organizers.

“The goal was to get people involved
and have a show of school spirit before
International Day [on April 2],” said
senior Student Council member Kerri
Conway, who helped organize the
event along with Student Council

President A.J. Magali and moderator
Ms. Kathy Loughran.
Magali said everything worked out as
planned, and he was pleased with how
many students attended the week’s daily
events and the high-quality

performances given by student groups.
Magali also complimented the faculty
and administration for their support
during the week. Magali said Principal
Bro. Roy George, “was my favorite
see page 7

Sports equality wanted
In a school the size of Molloy, it’s easy
for a good idea to get lost in the shuffle.
This was the case last year when a
group of girls got together to try to start
a Girls Lacrosse team.
Over 200 signatures of students who
supported the idea were gathered,
enough girls committed themselves to
playing to field a team and, as in the
case with the Boys Hockey team, they
agreed that each player would pay for
her own equipment.
With St. Francis Prep and The Mary
Louis Academy having just recently
started Girls Lacrosse teams, the time
seemed right for Molloy to join the trend
and start its own team.
So the girls approached Mr. Richard
Rodgers, the Boys Hockey coach, to
see if he would serve as their coach.
“I think lacrosse is a great sport for
girls,” said Mr. Rodgers. “There’s a lot
of college scholarship money out there
for lacrosse players. I live on Long
Island and I think it’s a great sport.
“However, I just don’t have the time
to coach another team. And starting a
new team here is very complicated with
questions about where they would play
and practice and if the school has
enough buses to transport another team.
“But I wish them luck. I think it would
be a great to have a Girls Lacrosse
team,” Mr. Rodgers said.
Molloy Athletic Director Mr. Mike

McCleary said the girls never
approached him last year about starting
a team.
“I never received a petition,” he said.
“This is the first I’m hearing about it.”
Molloy currently offers boys the
chance to participate in 11 different
sports - bowling, baseball, basketball,
cross country, golf, handball, hockey,
swimming, track, tennis, and soccer while girls only have the opportunity to
play eight sports - basketball, cross
country, swimming, softball, track,
tennis, soccer, and volleyball.
The addition of a Girls Lacrosse team
would do a lot to make the athletic
opportunities offered to girls closer to
that offered to boys.
Mr. McCleary suggests that the girls
do what 25 boys who were interested
in starting a Boys Volleyball team did
this year — write Mr. McCleary a
proposal letter and meet with him to
discuss the proposal.
“We had a good meeting and I
forwarded their request to the office,”
said Mr. McCleary. “Ultimately the
decision doesn’t rest with me but with
the administration.”
Mr. McCleary said, “If presented
with a petition [from the Girls Lacrosse
players], I would consider any team and
start the process with a meeting.”
By now, Molloy should be
accustomed to the idea of girls coming

to this school and expecting to enjoy
as many privileges as the boys have had
for so many years.
Is it really fair that there are more
sports offered to boys than to girls?
The Stanner encourages Molloy’s
female athletes to meet with Mr.
McCleary and put in motion an official

request to add another girls athletic
team, especially since a good number
of girls reacted so enthusiastically last
year when the petition was circulated.
— Margaret Mrzyk and
Nadine Rudolph

Better research = stronger argument
Last month Molloy’s Right to Life
Club used the display case across from
Room 123 to promote its anti-abortion
stance to their fellow Stanners, claiming
to be “telling the truth about many
misconceptions” about the issue.
Sadly, the display, while accurately
reflecting the Catholic Church’s position
against abortion, contains many factual
errors and other misleading statistics
that end up hurting its anti-abortion
argument.
The display claims that women who
have abortions face a 50% increased
chance in developing breast cancer, but
the American Cancer Society has long
refuted this statistic.
In 1997 The New England Journal
of Medicine published a study of 1.5
million women listed in Denmark’s
national abortion and breast cancer
registers that concluded, “induced
abortion has no overall effect on the risk
of breast cancer.”
Additionally, a 30-year Swedish study
of 49,000 women also failed to find a
breast cancer link to abortion, as there
were 438 cases of breast cancer per
100,000 person-years among women
who reported they did have an
abortion, compared to 392 cases of
breast cancer per 100,000 personyears for women who did not have
abortions — a statistically insignificant
difference.

More recently, a 2003 National
Cancer Institute symposium of over 100
of the world’s leading experts on
pregnancy and breast cancer concluded
that it was “well established” that
“induced abortion is not associated with
an increase in breast cancer risk.”
The display implies that having an
abortion is more dangerous for a
woman than giving birth to a child.
Unfortunately, that is also incorrect.
The United States maternal mortality
rate is about one per 5,880 births, or
0.017%, according to Wikipedia
Encyclopedia, but just 0.0006% of
women who have legal abortions die
as a result according to “A Clinician’s
Guide to Medical and Surgical
Abortion.”
The display also reports that
abortions lead to a 25% increase in
serious infection compared to women
who give birth, but according to the
Women’s Health London organization,
women have a one in 200 chance of
developing a major infection after an
abortion, which is a 0.5% infection risk,
and only 2% of those who develop
infections require hospitalization.
While the display is correct that
abortions kill over a million women a
year, almost all of those deaths take
place in Third World countries where
abortion is illegal.
The display is also correct to say that

50% of women suffer depression after
an abortion, but so do 20% of new
mothers, who suffer from postpartum
depression. In addition, 80% of new
mothers experience a lesser problem
of “postpartum blues,” according to
The National Mental Health
Association.
However, the most confusing statistic
included in the Right to Life Club’s
display is the notion that 33% of all
women who receive abortions are
minorities. Since over 30% of
Americans are minorities, it should not
be surprising that 33% of women getting
abortions are minorities. Why is the
display singling them out and not other
groups?
The display also includes information
about genocide and infectious diseases
that just seems to muddle the club’s antiabortion message.

And couldn’t the display’s calling legal
abortions “America’s Holocaust” be
seen as being unnecessarily offensive
to the Jewish community by exploiting
its tragedy to make a point?
The Right to Life Club is to be praised
for actively trying to gain respect for all
human life, a goal that few at Molloy
would dispute, but the club’s decision
to use inaccurate scientific data simply
undercuts the strength of its own
argument.
The Stanner looks forward to the
club using the display case to promote
other pro-life positions, like the Catholic
Church’s opposition to the death
penalty, but it urges the club — and all
other school clubs — to remove
offensive and inaccurate material in
making their arguments.
—Britt Bell and Jill Santos
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Junior rings ceremony rocks
By Kristen Cadacio
The 162 juniors who bought Class
of 2007 school rings, along with about
400 guests, attended Molloy’s annual
Junior Ring Ceremony March 16 in the
Jack Curran Gym where they received
their rings, said Student Activities
Committee Moderator Mr. Ken Auer.
The rings, which cost between $250
and $700 depending on the style, were
purchased from the Jostens Company,
which offered students a variety of
stone cuts and band designs to choose
from.
Junior Megan Boyle said she really
loves the design she chose for her ring
because it, “represents who I am.”
Receiving a class ring as a junior is
just as important a high school
milestone as receiving a senior shirt,
said Mr. Auer.
He added that the rings are a symbol
of school pride, maturity, the “right of
passage” into senior year, and a hard-

earned reward for the work of the past
three years.
Mr. Auer says the rings are a “symbol
of being a Molloy student.”
The ceremony was an enjoyable
event for family, friends and students
and incorporated all the aspects of
Archbishop Molloy High School:
religion; intelligence; and pride.
Assistant Principal Mr. James Lembo
served as the Master of Ceremonies
for the night, Principal Bro. Roy George
presented the ceremonial closing
speech, and Deacon Bob Lonergan,
Molloy science teacher Mrs. Anne
Lonergan’s husband, blessed the rings.
The ceremony was “a very pleasant
and brief event,” said junior Denise
Calma.
Afterwards, refreshments were
served in the cafeteria, where students
and family had an opportunity to mingle
and take pictures.

Juniors Catherine Massowd, Justine Balong, Julia Hurtubise, Christina Bacchioni, and Jessica Hurley, above, show off their new rings
after the ceremony. Six newly ringed juniors show off the variety of
styles of the Molloy class rings, upper right. Juniors Andrew
Siconolfi, Hendryx Silva, and Christopher Bonelli celebrate in the
cafeteria after the ceremony, lower right. (Photos by Christina
Loccisano)

Germano picks leaders
By Kelly Ann Dolor
Nine juniors have been selected to
become Campus Ministry Leaders for
the 2006-2007 school year after a
rigorous selection process, said
Moderator Mr. Mike Germano.
About 60 students were first
considered possible candidates by Mr.
Germano, who whittled the list down
to 24.
These 24 finalists were given
applications that consisted of a
questionnaire that the included such
questions as, “Who has impacted your
life?”
In the end the nine who were chosen
are: Dana Blond; Megan Boyle;
Kristen Cadacio; Steven Jelcic;
Dominique Lawrence; Casey
McAuliff; Alessandra Rannazzisi;
Stephen Silva; Catherine Soderberg.
Cadacio said that she was
“shocked” but “very excited” when she

realized she was chosen.
Mr. Germano said that being a
Campus Ministry leader is a “big
deal,” and he has high expectations for
these new leaders who were chosen
because they were the “best
representatives of the junior class.”
He hopes to have these leaders “get
the word out” about Campus Ministry
and wants the Molloy community to
be their main focus.
The junior leaders already have had
their Marist Youth Encounter, where
they gathered at Esopus with student
leaders from other Marist schools
around the tri-state area.
Mr. Germano said these leaders
exemplify Molloy’s core virtues of
leadership and spirituality and will
continue to develop these
characteristics through their work for
Campus Ministry.

Sci-Oly is 33rd in state
Molloy’s Science Olympiad team
finished 33rd overall out of 53 schools
competing in the state competition
March 10-11 at West Point, N.Y.
The Stanners were the third best New
York City team at the state meet, as
Stuyvesant, which finished 11th in
States, and Collegiate (32nd) finished
ahead of Molloy, while Townsend
Harris (34th) and Dalton (40th) finished
behind the Stanners.
Molloy was only one of three Catholic
schools at the state meet, along with
Chaminade (23rd) and Kellenberg
(29th).
Fayetteville-Manlius High School
from the Syracuse area won the state
title for the third consecutive year to
qualify for the national competition in
Indiana this spring.
“Molloy completed a successful

season by qualifying for the states for
the 17th time in the last 20 years,” said
Moderator Mr. Mike DeMarco. “A
special award was presented to us to
commemorate this achievement.”
* * *
Molloy’s Mock Trial team was
knocked out in the first round of the
city competition at the Queens
Courthouse on Queens Blvd. after its
defense team suffered a one-point loss
to August Martin High School on
March 9 and its prosecution team lost
the following day to Townsend Harris.
“The preparation was intense and the
team should be commended for its
dedication,” said moderator Mr. Lou
Barbera. “It can be frustrating to
prepare so long and be eliminated so
quickly, but that just means we will be
that much more determined next year.”

SAC picks prom venue Step: all or nothing at all
By Jennifer Amador and Diana
Trent
The prom is one of the most
anticipated events of senior year, and
this year’s Prom Committee intends to
give Stanner seniors a night filled with
“formal elegance and class,” said
Student Activities Committee
Moderator Mr. Ken Auer.
Tickets to the Senior Prom, which will
be held from 7 p.m. to midnight on
Friday May 12 at Beckwith Pointe in
New Rochelle, N.Y., cost $125 per
person and $250 per couple.
Ticket prices were determined by a
number of factors, including the total
amount of people attending the event,
the type of food being served, and the
party favors, said Mr. Auer.
Seniors may take dates from outside
the school, said Mr. Auer, who
encouraged all seniors to attend either
in couples or in groups.
Seniors have until April 12 to make
their $50 ticket deposit during
homeroom.
All prom attendees will receive a
champagne flute glass with “Archbishop
Molloy” inscribed on it to remember
the night.
The dinner menu has yet to be
finalized, but last year’s prom at
Beckwith Point boasted a tasty meal
selection including hors d’oeuvres,
followed by salad, penne a la vodka,
and a choice of either chicken Française
or salmon for the main course. The
dessert for this year’s prom will be a
roll cake with ice cream filling as well
as a chocolate fountain.
While areas will be set up for students
to take their own pictures with their

personal cameras, the services of a
professional photographer will be
offered to prom-goers at an additional
fee.
Last year, after looking at seven or
eight possible venues, the Committee
decided to hold the 2005 prom at
Beckwith Pointe.
When Beckwith Pointe was well
received by the Class of 2005, the Prom
Committee viewed three more places
this year before choosing to have the
2006 Senior Prom in the same location.
“We wanted to get out of the city,”
said Mr. Auer, in reference to the fact
that the prom had been held for several
years at various locations in Manhattan.
“Beckwith Pointe has a beautiful view
of the Long Island Sound, the food is
good, and going there helps keep the
cost down [compared to Manhattan].”
The 2006 Senior Prom will have no
special theme except to have fun, Mr.
Auer said.
Seniors with any questions about the
prom can ask Mr. Auer in room 123 or
any of the members of the prom
committee: Brittany Bell, Amanda
Boggiano, Jenna Boggiano, Lauren
Calder, Jennifer Foertsch, Trish Killian,
Andrew Lontos, Monica Madalinski,
Karolina Majkut, Ellen Mansour, Anne
McCabe, Danielle Mercado, Emily
O’Kane, Clare Ollquist, Kim Pappas,
Frank Pizzo, Lou Reid, Christine
Slusarski, Jaime Spataro, and Vanessa
Speranza.
Information on the prom venue can
be found at: www.beckwithpointe.com.

By Hendryx Silva and Sapna
Kishnani
Molloy’s Boys and Girls Step Teams
are currently working hard to maintain
their reputations as two of the best
teams with what they expect is a “first
place quality” routine at the CHSAA
Step Competition on May 7 at Christ
the King Regional High School, said
moderator Ms. Anne Lonergan.
“We’re coming for their number one
spot,” was the team’s motto last year.
The Boys team did take first place by
winning every competition it competed
in last year, earning a total of three
trophies.
The Girls team also did well, placing
third in the Greek Alliance Competition,
a competition involving both public and
Catholic high schools.
The Step Teams are very proud of
their past performances and are aware
that all the other high schools are
probably working just as hard to take
their “spots.”
However, they are confident in their
preparedness for victory.
Both teams have been rehearsing for
this year’s CHSAA Competition since
September, right after tryouts were
held. All the members contribute their
creative ideas and own different styles
to make the steps unique.
The main choreographers for the
Boys team include Alvin Dimalanta,
Jason Del Pilar, and Bryan Rodriguez.
For the Girls team, choreographers
include Kenya Desiste, Trisha Hurtares,
Malika Langaigne, Tenisha McDonald,
Bianca Neptune, and Mary Perez.
In addition to the CHSAA
Competition, the Step Team performed

for different events throughout the
year.
The team performed for the
Christmas show, Ebony Club Night
at the Molloy Varsity Basketball
halftime show, Talent Show, Spirit
Week, and International Day. The
team has even performed for Ms.
Lonergan’s church!
The Step Team’s goal is to
demonstrate Stanner pride and
provide entertainment wherever they
perform. As the competition draws
nearer, the team will continue to
practice harder in hopes of bringing
home another trophy.
“We have improved greatly since
last year, but we are going to need to
work harder to reach our goal. It is
time to get our game faces on,” said
Perez.
“I’ll settle for no less than first
place,” said Rodriguez. “I know it’s
hard to accomplish, but we did it
before, and we’ll do it again!”
Boys Step Team: Richard Cadena;
John Cruz; Del Pilar; Dimalanta;
Patrick Dinko; Elvin Ramos;
Rodriguez; Kevin Santarina; Kelton
Snagg.
Girls Step Team: Kimberly Bernard;
Melissa Budhoo; Venus Chao; Cailin
Chang; Desiste; Arianna Dussie;
Ndome Essoka; Sabrina Fleurantin;
Hurtares; Janice Isidro; Tosin Jolaoso;
Alex Jean-Joseph; Langaigne; Kisha
Laurent; Daphne Liu; McDonald;
Neptune; Perez; Karina Ponte; Lais
Santos; Sheina Theodore; Jasmine
Williams; Brandi Wilson.

8 Stanners affected by SAT’s blunder
By Joseph Dujmovic
In the recent weeks, the College
Board has released information
regarding the SAT scoring errors on the
October 2005 test that have affected
4,441 seniors applying to college this
fall, eight of which were Molloy’s own
seniors.
The College Board suspects the error
was due to heavy rainfall on the test
day in the Northeast. The moist air
could have caused the testing materials
to expand. The materials were then
transported to a warehouse in Texas
and were not given sufficient time to dry,
which caused this catastrophe.
Mr. Kerry Hughes, our college
advisor said, “Of these eight students
affected, six had a difference of 10 to
30 points, one had a difference of 60
points, and one student had the highest
difference of 100 points. Because the
College Board announced this late in
the application process and since many
colleges have already made their
decisions, the students with the 50
points or more difference have decided
to reapply to their top schools.”
When asked if any students were not

accepted to a school because of the
scoring error, Hughes said, “Possibly,
and on a national scale the College
Board reported differences of up to
400 points.” No Molloy student was
incorrectly scored higher, but there have
been reports that some tests were
scored higher, quite possibly putting
students in schools whose applications
should have been denied and at the
same time denying admittance to
qualified students.
Nationally, 83 percent of the affected
scores improved by less than 50 points;
however, over 200 scores went up
more than 100 points. The error was
discovered when two students asked
to have their tests rescored. Since both
tests had been improperly scanned the
first time, the College Board reviewed
a larger group of the tests and
uncovered the mistake.
“It is very upsetting, and in my
opinion, it is very unprofessional,” said
Hughes. “I suspect that this isn’t the first
time the College Board has made a
mistake like this, but this is the first time
it was made public. It’s an important

test that over the years has put much
pressure on students, and the rain is the
excuse?”
From faculty to students, the
frustration could be felt, and as senior
Christina Heiser said, “You spend so
much time preparing and to hear that
they make a mistake and blame it on

the weather is totally unacceptable and
very frustrating.”
“New methods need to be thought
about for college admission, and this
only supports the way I and many
educators have felt about this test for a
long time,” said English teacher Ms.
Mary Pat Gannon.

Juniors Marie Ilagan, sitting, and Jennie Murawski can only hope that
SAT scoring errors won’t reoccur. (Photo by Fernando Ortiz)

Singing, dancing, & a few bad jokes
Show Review by Dana Grossman
and Joseph Marvilli
Faculty and students alike showed off
their skills and abilities during Molloy’s
annual Student/Faculty Talent Show,
held in the Jack Curran Gym on Friday
March 24.
Mr. Carl Semmler was the Master of
Ceremonies at this year’s show. In
between acts, he entertained the
audience with Top Ten lists of his own
creation such as “Top Ten Reasons
Faculty Members Couldn’t Make It
Tonight.” While many of the jokes were
humorous, quite a few fell flat due to
the cheesiness of the jokes and the
unresponsiveness of the audience. Still,
it was a good try.
The first noteworthy act was a drum
and step performance by seniors Paul
Payabyab playing the drums and Kelton
Snagg and Jason Delpilar stepping. The
act was very well synchronized, and
Payabyab was absolutely insane on the

drums.
The first faculty act was by Ms.
Madelyn Dupre and Mr. Eric Stolze.
They both sang and played guitar as
Stolze let his hair down for a great
rendition of Bob Dylan’s
“Mozambique.”
The next act was junior Mark
Giernicki, who played Coldplay’s “The
Scientist” on piano. Giernicki’s great
piano work and wonderful falsetto
made this one of the most notable acts
of the evening.
The following act was the great
combination of freshman Genesis
Tejada on the violin and Connor
Hubbard on vocals. They performed
the song “You Raise Me Up” in which
Hubbard displayed amazing vocals and
an incredible range.
Mr. John Mecca sang Frank Sinatra’s
“The Summer Wind” for a very smooth,
Paul Payabyab, above, played the drums and the Boys Step Team,
left, performed at the annual Student/Faculty Talent Show last month
in the Jack Curran Gym. (Photos by Christina Loccisano)
classy performance.
The most unique performance of the
evening was a traditional Irish step
dance by sophomores Meghan Gribbon
and Jillian Grogan. The dance was nicely
executed and well coordinated.
The Boys Step Team’s act was a very
strong and stylistic performance that
pumped the crowd up.
The show’s coordinator, Mr. Frank
Gambino, played an original song called
“Bourbon Again”. His performance was
a very touching and moving tribute to
New Orleans in which he sang and
played guitar.
The next act was a performance by

seniorAlison Laird, who sang, Tim Viani
on guitar, and Mark Giernicki who
played piano. They performed a very
good rendition of the song “Don’t
Speak” by No Doubt.
The final performance of the evening
was by the Dance Team, who danced
to a jazzy mix of songs. They were very
well synchronized and were a satisfying
conclusion to the evening.
Other performances included the
dance group Bam, Deanna Gulmezian,
Brian Murphy, Krystle Sedillo, Richard
Cadena, Pat Dinko, Beth Terranova,
Mr. Lou Barbera, the Dance Club, and
the Girl’s Step Team.

Alive with the sound of music
By Olivia Ner
Molloy’s Junior-Senior Chorus,
under the direction of Mr. Jim Sheehan,
performed an eclectic medley of songs
in its annual Spring Concert April 6 in
the Jack Curran Gym.
Mr. Sheehan said the chorus’s goal
for the show was to have a good time
and entertain its audience.
The chorus performed a medley of
hit songs from the 1950’s, a medley of
Andrew Lloyd Webber songs, an
assortment of songs from Broadway’s
“Fiddler on the Roof,” and the smash
hit song “Seasons of Love” from the
award-winning Broadway musical
“RENT.”
Mr. Sheehan said these songs were
chosen not because of their popularity
but because he felt these arrangements
were best suited to the group’s vocal
abilities.
Soloists who performed that night
were senior Alison Laird on “That’ll Be
The Day,” senior Shannon Winters on
“Unchained Melody,” and senior Angeli
Lagasca on “Sentimental Reasons.”
Other soloists included seniors Caitie

Clark, Dominic Garafola, Dana
Grossman, Michael Korcynski, and
Matt Linkus on the “Fiddler on the
Roof” songs and seniors Fiona Jaramillo
and Kerry Hentrich on “Seasons of
Love.”
Christina Balducci, Jaimie Fritz,
Emilija Gaubaite, Samantha Jacobs,
Tatiana Morales, Mary Ann Osorio,
Gina Pagano, Megan Sullivan, and
Rosemary Taveras performed a group
solo of the 1950’s classic “At the Hop.”
Other highlighted performers were
Megan Kostel, Kenya Desiste, Iwona
Popkowski, Stephen Echeverri, and
Kristin Surachi.
Mr. Sheehan said he chose those
students as soloists because he has
“watched how they’ve grown” as
singers throughout their years at Molloy,
and he wanted to reward them.
Mr. Sheehan was pleased with the
chorus’s rehearsals and went into the
show confident the chorus would
perform well but admitted he wished
they had more time to practice before
hitting the stage.

By Kirklyn Escondo
The Molloy Stage Band’s annual
Spring Concert on April 5 featured a
medley of fun, popular movie theme
songs under the direction of Mr.
Gregory Leonardo.
The Stage Band Concert, attended
by freshmen and sophomores in the
Jack Curran Gymnasium on April 5 and
then by students, friends, and families
on the evening of April 6 opened with
its traditional fast-paced Sousa march
to get the crowd going, said Mr.
Leonardo.
The march was followed by series of
songs from a variety of popular movies
such as “The Pirates of the Caribbean:
the Curse of the Black Pearl,” “The
Pink Panther,” and “The Phantom of
the Opera.”
Mr. Leonardo said he especially
enjoyed presenting songs from “The
Phantom of the Opera” because it is
one of his favorite Broadway musicals
and has recently broken the record for
the longest-running play on Broadway.
Mr. Leonardo praised this year’s
strong trumpet section and specifically

chose the song “Bugler’s Holiday” to
display the talented Molloy trumpeters.
Other songs included “A Celebration
for Winds and Percussion” and “Eine
Kleine Nachtmusik,” a song by
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, which was
chosen to celebrate Mozart’s 250th
birthday.
Mr. Leonardo said that even though
he usually does choose pieces that are
popular and easily recognizable, he
finds songs with particular aspects and
rhythms that he wants the stage band
to study, emphasizing that the talented
players of the band are not only here to
entertain but to learn as well.
Mr. Leonardo commented that
despite the grueling practice schedule three days a week at 7:15 a.m. - the
rehearsals had gone well, and he was
very confident in the success of the
Spring Concert.
His goals were simple: to have the
band play excellently, to have the
audience appreciate the songs played,
and to teach band members the
importance of music through playing.

Stanner stars at Shakespeare shindig
By Julia Dobrowolski
Diane del Valle, a junior at Molloy,
was judged the Best Actor from
Queens by her peers at the English
Speaking Union’s High School
Shakespeare Competition at the
Dicapo Theater in Manhattan in
March.
“I think she conveyed the meaning
and the drama of her pieces very clearly
for the audience,” said Ms. Mary Ann
Safrey, who assisted del Valle in
preparation for the competition.
Del Valle said the competition, “was
really fun. The judges were easygoing
and even joked about falling off the
stage into the pit. We performed in
front of our teachers, family and friends,
and all the other participants.”
Once on stage, del Valle admits her
nerves “went crazy,” but as soon as she
began her performance, she felt
comfortable. “The stage is my home;
it’s what I do.”
Although she did not win the
competition in the eyes of the judges,
they gave her a very high score, and
she was pleased to be the audience’s
favorite among the Queens participants.
To participate in the competition, Del
Valle was required to select any
Shakespearean sonnet and a
monologue from a list of approved
Shakespearean monologues and recite
them from memory in front of a panel

of judges.
Del Valle rehearsed five monologues
from the list and then chose her favorite,
Lady Anne’s monologue from Act 4 of
“Richard III,” to perform at the
competition. She also chose to recite
“Sonnet No. 3” because it seemed
gender appropriate and workable for
a young actress.
Ms. Safrey and del Valle worked
together several times a week for up to
90 minutes a day. First they practiced
language to understand the selections
and then worked out the performance
itself.
“We prepared with special emphasis
on delivery of the language and the
language rhythms,” said Ms. Safrey.
“We wanted to present the iambic
pentameter with clarity.”
Mr. Ted McGuinness learned about
the competition in 1996 when the
English Speaking Union sponsored him
to study in England, and encouraged
Molloy to get involved.
Ms. Safrey, del Valle’s AP English
Literature teacher, chose her to
participate in the competition, which is
open to any New York City high school
student, due to del Valle’s previous
experience in theater.
Del Valle had a passion for the
performing arts and a special love for
Shakespeare even before she entered

“Alas, poor Yorick, I knew him, Horatio.” Molloy junior Diane del Valle
was chosen best actor from Queens at the English Speaking
Union’s High School Shakespeare Competition at the Dicapo
Theater in Manhattan. (Photo by Fernando Ortiz)
the competition.
“I’ve been involved in several
Shakespeare programs in several
theaters in Manhattan,” she said. “My
favorite plays are ‘The Two Gentlemen
of Verona,’ ‘The Tempest,’ and ‘The
Merry Wives of Windsor.’ My favorite
sonnets are ‘Sonnet No. 1’ and ‘Sonnet
No. 130.’”
Ms. Safrey said she is very proud of

del Valle for being voted the best in
Queens by her peers.
Del Valle is very grateful for the
support of Ms. Safrey, Mr. Jim
Sheehan, and Mr. McGuinness during
her preparation for the competition.
Del Valle said the wonderful
experience she had at the event this year
has made her eager to compete again
next year.

Drama Club gets ‘Angry’ this spring
By Faith Conlon
Molloy’s Drama Club is busy
rehearsing in the theater for its spring
production of the courtroom drama
“Twelve Angry Men,” which will be
performed six times during the last
weekend of April and the first weekend
of May. Tickets will cost $5.
“One of the reasons I decided to do
the play was because of the ‘Law and
Order’ boom that’s taken television by
storm,” said Drama Club moderator
Mr. Kevin Schwab. “Courtroom
dramas like ‘Boston Legal,’
‘Evidence,’ and others have been
gaining popularity and a play with that
theme was sure to gain some attention
and be an attractive and engaging piece
of live theater that people would want
to see.”
Even though the play features a coed
cast with six females on the jury, Mr.
Schwab never considered changing the
name of the production — to let’s say
“Twelve Angry People” — so as not
to confuse the audience about what
play the Drama Club was doing.
“Many of the roles are perfectly
suited to either gender,” said Mr.
Schwab. “The male-female dynamic
has been so much fun to play with.
Originally, ‘Twelve Angry Men’ dealt
with testosterone and levels of
provocation building to anger.
“The addition of the women has

created another kind of [dramatic]
tension. Will Juror No. 3 believably hit
Juror No. 8 when tempers escalate now
that Juror No. 8 is a woman? How are
the ethics changed when male jurors
attack female jurors? These questions
will not be the crux of the production,
but they make for very interesting
rehearsal discussion.”

bookends the play as the guard and is
interspersed throughout the course of
the show as a link to the outside world
and a motivator for civilized behavior
by merely being a strong presence.
“Shannon Winters has proven to be
very helpful and knowledgeable about
the theater itself and the limitations we
will have [due to Molloy’s small stage]

“The addition of the women
has created another kind of
dramatic tension.”
--Mr. Kevin Schwab
Senior Christine Lewis, the
production’s stage manager, said, “The
cast is very dedicated to give so much
of their time. We stay very late at
school two days a week rehearsing.”
Mr. Schwab agreed, saying, “Angela
Nolan in the role of the jury foreperson
has been wonderful to work with. One
of the two freshmen in the cast, Angela
knows her lines already and takes
direction very well.
“Megan Boyle, our only junior, is the
stabilizing force of the piece who

since she was the house manager during
last year’s production of ‘Harvey.’
“Mary Kate Schwerdt adopts an
accent in the show as an immigrant
watchmaker, which makes for some
titters in rehearsal but is truly an
impressive challenge for her that we all
are enjoying.
“Alison Laird has a great duality in
her role as a tough, streetwise juror who
brings clarity to the table,” Mr. Schwab
said.
Senior Kathleen Shevlin earned the

lead role of Juror No. 8 with her
outstanding audition.
“Kathleen has a very honest and
direct approach,” Mr. Schwab said.
“Her physicality and demeanor were
open and unbiased and I liked her
interpretation of the material. She has
never had a lead role before, but I told
Kathleen that the best way to learn is
to just do it.”
Lewis said the club’s goals for the
show are, “for people to have an
enjoyable night and for them to learn
something from the play.”
Along with Lewis, also assisting Mr.
Schwab are two volunteer senior
assistant directors, Megan Kostel and
Caitlin Clark, and lighting director
Alexis Galane.
“Their insight and assistance has been
supportive and helpful from day one,”
said Mr. Schwab.
The cast is: Nolan (Foreperson);
senior Jaimie Fritz (Juror No. 2); senior
Anthony Ehmer (Juror No. 3); senior
Ed Harley (Juror No. 4); Laird (Juror
No. 5); Winters (Juror No. 6); frosh
Travis Kessel (Juror No. 7); Shevlin
(Juror No. 8); senior Mike Korcynski
(Juror No. 9); senior Kevin McAuley
(Juror No. 10); Schwerdt (Juror No.
11); senior Dominic Garafola (Juror No.
12); and Boyle (guard).

Molloy Spirit Week has
sweet smell of success
from page 1
cheerleader.”
Bro. Roy said, “I think it was
wonderful. I hope we can develop it
and do well again next year.”
Conway and Magali also hope that
Spirit Week will become an annual
tradition at Molloy but said making it
happen will be up to future Student
Councils.
Spirit Week opened on March 27
with an after-school performance by
the Dance Club.
March 28 featured a Dress Down
Day and the frosh vs. sophomore
basketball and flag games.
The French and Spanish Clubs
danced after school on March 29.
Students showed their school spirit
March 30 by participating in the Blue
and White Casual Day and the junior
vs. senior basketball and flag games.
Spirit Week came to a close March

31 with a performance by the Step
Teams and a faculty-senior coed
volleyball game.
The Student Council arranged for a
student to say the morning prayer in a
different foreign language during
homeroom each day of the week.
Senior Angeli Mae Lagasca said a
prayer in the Filipino language, Tagalog,
junior Joe Dujmovic prayed in SerboCroatian, senior Mary Ann Osorio in
Spanish, junior Alessandra Rannazzisi
in Italian, and junior Bianca Neptune in
French.
“It was one of our first ideas for Spirit
Week,” said Magali. “We thought it
would be a good way to lead up to
International Day.”
Both students and faculty enjoyed
Spirit Week.
“I thought it had a positive effect,”
said junior Tenisha McDonald, captain
of the Girls Step Team.

Junior flag players line up to battle it out with the seniors as part of
the Spirit Week activities. (Photo by Fernando Ortiz)
Said English teacher Mr. Joe Smith,
“However, if they didn’t make it the
“I thought it was great. The closest last week of the marking period, more
we’ve ever had to such an event [in the students and teachers would have
past] was the old Booster meetings and gotten more involved,” said Mr. Smith.
Activity Days outside the classroom.

Juniors dominate List as
senioritis strikes again
Senioritis seems to have struck even
Molloy’s most academically elite
seniors in the third marking period, as
only 11 seniors made the Principal’s
List, half the number who qualified in
the second marking period.
While 21 seniors made the Principal’s
List in the first marking period and 22
in the second, only these 11 seniors
managed achieve a 99 or better vertical
average in the most recent marking
period: Jennifer Arcarola; Brittany Bell;
Kimberly Cirelli; Josephine DeLuca;
Michael Gdanski; Fiona Jaramillo; Carolina
Kelley; Christine Lewis; Madlen
Malinowski; Jacqueline Paulis; Jaime
Spataro.

The junior class, meanwhile, had
more students make the third marking
period Prinicipal’s List than any other
class with 33: Oscar Basantes; Megan
Boyle; Emily Chesler; Justine Chirichella;
Frank DeMaria; Stephanie Fava; Andrew
Fesler; Christine Fiore; Umer Hassan; James
Hounsell;
Anita
Joseph;
Tina
Kochupurackal; Stephen Kostel; Sean
Loftus; Sylwia Mackiewicz; Natalie

Malikyan; Theresa Manzi; Jerina Martinaj;
Nicole Megale; Steven Montoni; Kelly
Newton; Alisa Orahovac; Mary Perez;
Monika Prokop; Daniel Rankel; Danielle
Rodin; Bryan Rodriguez; Erika Rogawski;
Gennarina Santorelli; Brittany Schieler;
Kimberly Seiler; Catherine Silva; Patricia
Sun.

The 26 frosh who made the List are:
Michelle Bravo; Christopher Calvacca;
Nicholas Chan; Valentina DiGangi; Angela
Dumlao; Rebecca Fiore; Claudia Goncalves;
Julianne Keyes; Christopher Kosiewska;
Stephanie Kotnik; Kristen Lasak; Christina
Loccisano; Jonathan Mangar; Peter
Mulligan; Karthik Nagalingam; Mary
Napolitano; Edward Nasser; Camilla
Niedzwiedz; Angela Nolan; Jaimie Patel;
Cody Piotrowski; Dorota Sawicki; Laura
Sonnylal; Audrey Tung; Daniel Waters;
Anastazja Wojnarowski.
The 17 sophomores are: Meghan
Crane; Sean Crane; Mario DiRe; Patrick
Flahive; Laura Fontanills; Jenny
Kochupurackal; Dorina Lleshi; Stephen
Maniscalco; Jennifer O’Neil; Megan Sattler;
Ahana Sen; Jadwiga Stec; Beth Terranova;
Patricia Urbanek; Michelle Vasquez;
Sebastian Velez; Christian Ventura.

Stanners go Greek for Easter
By Patricia Killian
A group of 50 students and faculty
will take an educational tour of Greece
and Turkey during Easter vacation from
April 12-21, said Mr. Chris Dougherty,
guidance counselor and the organizer
of Molloy’s annual European trip.
While in Greece, the Stanners will visit
Athens, the Pelopannesus, Delphi,
Piraeus, Mykanos and Rhodes, ending
with a three-day cruise to the Greek
island of Patmos and Kusadasi in
Turkey.
The cost of the trip will be
approximately $3,000 per person,
including trip insurance and spending
money.
Senior Matt Klopfer, who also went

Molloy softball
wins four of six

on last year’s trip to England and
France, said so many students applied
to go on this year’s trip that the final
group of 50 participants had to be
chosen by a lottery that gave seniors
top priority because this is their last
opportunity to go on Molloy’s annual
European vacation.
Klopfer said, “It is a once in a lifetime
chance to go on a trip like this [to
Greece] surrounded by a lot of friends
from school.”
Mr. Dougherty hopes that the
students will enjoy, “seeing the world
outside America. It is a chance for
students and faculty to bond outside of
school.”

Senior Laura Hackimer steps
up to the plate. (Photo courtesy
of Blue and White)

By Jennifer McCabe
The Girls Varsity Softball team won
four of its first six games to open its
2006 season, despite suffering some
injuries to several key players.
After losing in the semifinals of the
CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens playoffs
last year, Molloy hopes to maintain its
winning ways this year., with its main
competition coming from Stella Maris
and Prep.
The returning senior starters are
Laura Hackimer at second base, Kerri
McLean at third base, Andrea
Morscher catching, and Kathleen Kelly
in right field.
Returning junior starters are shortstop
Justine Chirichella and pitcher Kayley
Ferran.
Kelly earned Coach Mrs. Maureen
Rosenbaum’s early season praise for
her hard work and high level of
performance.
Meanwhile, the JV team opened its
season with a 5-2 mark.

Love is in the air
By Kim Seiler
“Please pardon this interruption, but
we have a number of late day
announcements,” is a common phrase
we hear almost every day.
On March 27, however, the late day
announcement was anything but
common.
It had started out with an innocent
reminder from principal Brother Roy
George that Spirit Week had begun,
followed by the introduction of John
Lanza, who had an announcement for
Ms. Elizabeth Young.
Students looked at each other,
slightly puzzled, until the fog lifted and
a smile permeated throughout the
building. Ms. Young had just been

proposed to—and in the most public
way possible, no less.
“Her jaw dropped and she turned
red and didn’t know what to do. Then
Bro. Roy came in and she ran down
the hall,” said sophomore Yamile
Martinez, who was sitting in Ms.
Young’s Geometry Honors class at the
time of the proposal.
Ms. Young and Lanza have dated
for three years and had talked about
getting married, but Ms. Young,
“didn’t know the when, where, and
how.”
The wedding is scheduled for early
2008.

Great expectations for Boys Tennis
By Jillian Grogan
The Archbishop Molloy Boys Varsity
Tennis team, coached by Mr. Matt
Hunter, concluded tryouts last month.
Thirteen players made the cut for the
2006 season, which began April 3.
Nearly 50 students tried out for the
team that has moved down to the
CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens B Division,
which includes teams such as Xavier,
Stepinac, Salesian, McClancy, St.
John’s Prep, and Mount St. Michael’s.
Twelve matches, half home and half
away, are on the schedule. The regular
season ends May 11.
Returning players include seniors
Bandera Hallawa and Julian Viana and
juniors Vashista Amarjit, Michael
Borek, Eric Roginek, and Peter
Schwille.
Newcomers include frosh Anthony
Chan, Anthony Galanda, Matt
Koziolek, and Alex Tokarz, sophomore
David Smallwood, and juniors Andrew
Birstingl and Don Gutierrez.
Roginek has played in the first singles
slot since freshman year and was
described as a “dominant force” by
Coach Hunter.
Birstingl has shown “great potential”
during spring training as the no. two
singles player, says Mr. Hunter. Tokarz
and Galanda will vie for the third starting
singles spot throughout the season.
Coach Hunter added that Borek and
Amarjit have had an outstanding

training season and “are possibly the
most improved players since last
season.”
Hunter, in his seventh year as Molloy
coach, said, “I have very high
expectations for the team this year. We
will compete in a new division and
should match up well against the other
teams. Xavier, the perennial champion,
is our first match and should be a good
test of our strength.”
Last year, when the team consisted
of both boys and girls because Molloy
did not have a girls team, the Stanners’
record was 2-12 in the tough A division.
The girls from that team went on to form
their own team in the fall 2005 season
and finished with an undefeated regular
season record.
Mr. Hunter, who is also the coach for
the girls team, said, “The girls’ inaugural
2005 regular season is a tough act to
follow; however, the boys look ready
to write their own success story in
2006.”
Molloy’s home matches are played
at the historic West Side Tennis Club in
Forest Hills.
“We are very proud to have the
legendary West Side Tennis Club as our
home court and for the tremendous
support of the athletic department in
ensuring the continued success of the
varsity tennis program,” said Mr. Junior Eric Roginek practicing backhands at the West Side Tennis
Hunter.
Club. (Photo courtesy of Mr. John Newton)

Boys Handball splits its season opening matches
By Denise Calma
Molloy’s Handball team split its
season-opening matches, beating St.
John’s Prep 4-1, but losing to LaSalle
3-2.
“As a program, we need to really
concentrate and focus on the match at
hand,” said Coach Mr. Vinny Leonardo
after the loss. “We have a habit of
thinking that we are going to win without
realizing that you must give a lot to be a
winner.”
This year’s returning starters are
senior Tim Boone at first singles, senior
Paul Payabayab at second singles, and
seniors Danny Tiseo and Mark Toneatto
at first doubles.
The second doubles team,
sophomores Jeremy Gonzales and

Christian Ventura, moves up from last
year’s junior varsity.
“They are a great team,” said Mr.
Leonardo. “They brought a spark to
the varsity team.”
Molloy went 8-4 in the regular season
last year then defeated Xaverian 3-2 in
the first round of playoffs to advance
to the city championship match where
Molloy lost 4-1 to St. Francis Prep.
Mr. Leonardo praised the play of
Ventura and Gonzalez as well as cocaptain Boone, “who is very focused
and determined to win this year.”
Mr. Leonardo said Molloy will have
to beat Prep, LaSalle, Loughlin and
Xaverian to advance to the playoffs
again.

Golf: it’s time to tee off

Sophomore doubles player Christian “Ace” Ventura practices on the
Manton St. handball courts. (Photo by Steve Montoni)

By Cristina Auriemmo
The Archbishop Molloy’s Boys
Varsity Golf team, which last year
finished 11-1 in the regular season and
reached the final four in the city
playoffs, returns juniors Mike Conley,
Pat Modafferi, Mike O’Donnell, Evan
Riccardi, and Adam User to the lineup
for the 2006 season, said Coach Mr.
Bill Niklaus.
The top newcomer to the team is
frosh Pat Collins.
Mr. Niklaus said that the team’s goals
this year reflect the same philosophy he

uses to approach every season: first, to
have fun; second, do their best; third,
to try to win a few games; fourth, to try
to win the division; and fifth, to try to
make the playoffs.
He said it’s too early in the season to
know who will be the team’s best
players because the team has had only
a few practices and the early spring
weather has been bad.
The teams to beat this season, said
Mr. Niklaus, will be Holy Cross and
St. Francis Prep.

