The Eagle’s Nest
MCHS STAR Student
Melody Thomas
Melody Thomas is Mitchell County High School’s STAR
Student. Melody is the proud daughter of Mr. Jarvis Thomas
Sr. and Mynitha Thomas. The Student Teacher Achievement
Recognition (STAR) program is sponsored by the Professional
Association of Georgia Educators and locally by the Bank of
Camilla. Left: Mr. Gary Woodams, Ms. Mynitha Thomas,
Melody Thomas and Mr. Ray Muggridge, III. Mr. Muggridge,
a representative from the Bank of Camilla, presented
certificates to Melody and Mr. Woodams.
After completing high school and a semester at Albany State University, Melody plans to attend Clark
Atlanta University in Atlanta, GA on a Presidential Scholarship. While there, she plans on being a Physics
major. Melody chose Gary Woodams as her STAR Teacher. She said, “I chose Mr. Woodams as
my STAR Teacher because no matter how many questions I had, he was right there to answer them every
time. As the school year progressed, I began to love physics. It was basically the study of how everything
worked; simple or complex, and he made it so fun. In class we did several hands-on activities, unlike other
classes. I would go to class looking forward to whatever experiment we would be doing that particular
day. I remember an activity where we were to create some sort of tower out of a rolled up piece of paper
and only a certain amount of tape. It was the hardest thing ever! For some reason I just could not seem to
build that tower, and I frankly remember me whining to Mr. Woodams saying I couldn't do it. But like
always, with his help, I did it! To me, Mr. Woodams is the definition of what a STAR Teacher should be.
He was not only interested in his students’ grades in his class but with our other academic subjects as well.
Whenever I needed help with something, he was the go-to-guy. He even helped me study and prepare for
the math section of my SAT. With that said I feel as though he is a huge part of the reason why I am being
recognized as STAR Student today. Without him it would not have been possible. So I am honored to say
that Mr. Gary Woodams is MY STAR Teacher!” Mr. Woodams said, “Melody wanted to fully understand a
Physics concept before moving on. Even though she knew the answer to a question, she would always ask
additional questions to gain a complete understanding of the concept involved.” Mr. Woodams is a retired
science and math teacher from Mitchell County High School. He now teaches at Southwest Georgia
Academy and was also selected there this year as the STAR Teacher.

Congratulations:
Mitchell County Schools Recognized as
Title I Distinguished Schools for 2010-2011
Mitchell County High School
Mitchell County Middle School
North Mitchell County Elementary School
South Mitchell County Elementary School
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Congratulations to
Mitchell County School
System Superintendent
Beauford Hicks
for being selected to
serve on the
Governor's Education
Advisory Board.

Mitchell County Middle School’s International Student
By: D. Williamson, Eds. School Counselor
The middle school’s very own Jake Camp recently
traveled to Okinawa Japan on a student exchange program.
Jake’s grandmother is an Okinawian native, and Jake was
able to connect with his family’s heritage as a guest in an
Okinawian family’s home. While on his visit, Jake
attended a local school daily, visited a variety of
government agencies/businesses, and made his first trip to
the beach. Returning home was the only difficult part of
Jake’s trip; the experience was just not long enough to
take it all in for our international traveler! Jake (shown
seated in the center) poses with his fellow classmates.

Due to Spring Break,
(April 25-29), the
May 2011 issue of the
Eagle’s Nest will be
published on May 6, 2011.
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Parent Training Night
By: Gordina Porter
The Program for Exceptional Children hosted its first Parent Training
Night in February 2011. The department would like to give a big Thank
You to the wonderful students of Mitchell County High School’s Early
Childhood Education classes who volunteered to monitor young children
while parents participated. I would also like to give another big Thank
You to their teacher, Mrs. Paxton Crosby, for allowing the students to
volunteer. I appreciated the support of the staff for this event. Thank you
Mrs. Mary Beth Morris and Ms. Shirley Daniels!
Left: Mrs. Mary Beth Morris, Ms. Shirley Daniels, and the ECE
students of MCHS: Quanchina Robinson, Del’Toshio Rowe, Kiearie
Harris, Victoria King, Quenitra Jackson, Britiska McCain, Merica
Smith, Tyuna Donaldson, Kyarre Bryant, Keyanna Baylom, and
Jessica Jackson

Georgia Exceptional
Children’s Week March 7-11, 2011

Middle School
Teacher

Theme:
“Celebrating
Diversity”

Runs
Snicker’s Half
Marathon

What is Exceptional Children’s Week?
CEC initiated Exceptional Children’s Week
(ECW) as a way to educate the public about
children with disabilities and garner support for
them. Since its beginning, ECW highlights the
needs and capabilities of exceptional children, as
well as the community and state programs that
support these children.
ECW provides far-reaching benefits to students
with exceptionalities.
Let us embrace one
another’s differences as the things that make each
individual unique.

On Saturday, March 5,
2011, Mrs. Robin Ross
of Mitchell County
Middle School ran the Snicker’s Half
Marathon in Albany, GA. The marathon and
half marathon have become annual traditions
at the Mardi Gras Festival in Albany. Mrs.
Ross completed the 13.1 miles in 3:14:35.

Spring Break
April 25-29

MCMS Students Take a “Journey Through Justice”
On February 28, Mrs. Wood and Mrs. Carter took their 8th grade Social Studies classes on a field trip to
Atlanta to the State Bar of Georgia building. Eighth grade performance standards require Georgia students to
analyze the role of Georgia's judicial branch and to explain how the Georgia court system treats juvenile
offenders. Students took a “Journey through Justice” which is an interactive learning experience for
students. Students took part in an interactive mock trial. Students also got to delve into America's
mesmerizing legal past at the Museum of Law. The mock trial was B.B. Wolf vs. Curly Pig. B. B. Wolf was
played by Justin Wynn. Curly Pig was played by Joshua King. Curly
Pig’s attorney was played by Ke’Aira Riggins. Witnesses for Curly Pig
were Miss Piggy (Johna West) and Pinocchio (Victor Johnson).
Witnesses for B.B. Wolf were Wile E. Coyote (Kezian Jackson) and
Prunella Prune (Makayla Williams). The court bailiff was Raymond
Singleton, and the Court Judge was Mr. Colbert.
Shown right is a picture of Ke’Aira Riggins playing attorney for Curly
Pig, Mr. Colbert as the Judge and Justin Wynn as B.B. Wolf in the
witness stand.

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the Mitchell
County School System.
All articles for publication in this
newsletter should be electronically
submitted to the school media
specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net
Produced by:
Ruth Lee,
Public Relations Coordinator
Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed and who helped proof
this issue.
It is the policy of the Mitchell
County School System not to
discriminate on the basis of race,
color, sex, religion, national origin,
age, or disability in any employment
practice, educational program, or
any other program, activity or
service.
Abbreviations:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
(formerly Mitchell Co. Primary)
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
(formerly Walker-Inman Elem.)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Mitchell Co. School System (MCSS)
Parents, if you do not wish for your
child’s picture to be placed in the
newsletter or on the MCSS web
site, please go to the Central Office
to sign a waiver form.
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SMCES DADS
Dine and Dash
The DADS Club of South Mitchell County
Elementary School sponsored its first annual Dads
Dine and Dash on Tuesday, March 15, 2011. All
dads, uncles, grandfathers, and significant male
figures were invited to eat lunch with their children
and dash back to work. Community leaders were
invited to eat with students whose fathers may not
be able to attend. Members of the club held this
event to help build self-esteem and show
support for students, especially before the
CRCT. Over 100 dads attended and enjoyed a delicious lunch consisting of
baked chicken, candied yams, turnip greens, cornbread and peaches.

Jayden Harrison

South Mitchell County Elementary School
PTA Fundraiser Winners
These students received a monetary award of $5-$20 for selling the most candy in a recent fundraiser sponsored by
South Mitchell Elementary School PTA. The overall top seller received $70. Funds raised will be used to purchase
supplies and incentives, including: academic celebration awards and CRCT motivational souvenirs. The overall
top seller (shown left) was Jayden Harrison. Below are the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners from each grade.
2nd place

3rd place

1st place

Front: Aanijah Cabral, Clarosha Cooper;
Back: Chelsie Mobley, Yasmine Thomas and
Nathaniel Crimbley; not pictured: Diamond
Silas, Jayden Harrison

Front: Brenda Aboytes, Ivyon
Jackson, Kaliyah Harris, Anetria Jess;
Back: Kentavius Broadway, Kenaiya
Young, Jertavious Wimberly

Front: Javeion McIntyre, Willie Pollard, Alex
Brown; Middle: Saniyah Hammonds and
Jakeria Walker; Back: Xavier McGregor,
David Bell, Kristalyn Ross
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Jaylin Walker,
Patrice Williams,
John’dric Watts

Page 4

NMCES Addition Hop

Jaylin Walker

Standard: MKN2
By: Ms. S. Montgomery
Our Kindergarten curriculum focuses on actively engaging
students to learn different math strategies that will promote lifelong learners.
After several lessons with addition, Ms.
Montgomery’s class learned a math counting strategy using the
number line to help students understand the concept of adding.
This activity also reviewed counting skills and recognizing
numbers zero to ten. Ms. Montgomery placed the numbers zero
to ten in the hallway to super-size the number line. Students
were then given several simple addition problems to solve as they hopped the number line. By using this bodily
kinesthetic activity, students understood how to use the number line as a strategy to solve addition problems.

SMCES Celebrates Read Across America Day
The annual Read Across America Day celebration was held on Wednesday, March 2, 2011 at South Mitchell County Elementary School.
The celebration began with a delicious breakfast consisting of green eggs and ham. Jessica Sanders,
a fourth grade student in Ms. Sandra Thomas’ class, read
the Read Across America Oath and Alah Price, a fourth
grade student in Ms. S. Jones’ class, read a Read Across
America poem during the WBEN morning show. Celebrity
readers from the community and neighboring communities
came out to read a book to each class. Teachers planned
various activities throughout the day to help celebrate Dr.
Seuss’ birthday.

St. Patrick’s Day Art
By: J. Grimmett
The students in Ms. J. Grimmett’s and Mrs. S. Rogers’
kindergarten class celebrated St. Patrick’s Day by
making Leprechauns and Irish Teddy Bears. The
students had fun coloring, cutting, and pasting the parts
together to make their St. Patrick’s Day crafts.

System-wide Annual Title I Meeting
On March 8, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. the Mitchell County
School System held its annual Title I meeting for South
Mitchell Elementary, North Mitchell Elementary,
Mitchell County Middle, Mitchell County High,
parents and the community. Stakeholders were invited
to the annual meeting to learn more about the different
aspects of Title I. A variety of brochures were
available.
Refreshments were provided for the
participants.
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Southwest GA Therapeutic
Riding Center
By: Marilyn Magelund
The Southwest GA Therapeutic Riding Center in Leesburg, GA
closed its gates on December 14, 2010. With the center being
hit hard with reduced funding due to the tough economic
times, Tara Okon, the center’s director had to make the difficult
decision. The gates did stay open long enough for several
students from our school system to enjoy one last time with all
the horses. It was a very cold day, so although they could not
ride, the horses enjoyed some extra attention by getting a
variety of treats and some special grooming.
Marilyn Magelund, the coordinator of the riding program, had this to say. “It
has been a great six years. I appreciate and I am so grateful for all the support
that I received from Superintendent Hicks, the SpEd directors and
coordinators, all the principals, teachers, paraprofessionals, food service
director and staff, transportation director, bus drivers, school receptionists,
and parents. Taking these students on a weekly basis could not have happened
or even been possible without everyone’s help. Most importantly is the
impact it had on all the students who were inspired by horse back riding and
how such a positive impact participating in the riding program had on their
daily activities in school and at home.”

Being a Leader

By: Illyah Williams and Akeria Burns, 4th Graders at NMCES
On February 28, the speeches from Airman 1st Class Butler Butler and Sergeant 1st Class Cunningham were about being a leader. Airman 1st
Class Butler talked about being in the Air Force. He gave an example of how he is similar to a calculator. He said that when he wants to
drop a bomb somewhere, he can calculate where it needs to drop. He said that’s what makes him be a leader. Sergeant 1 st Class Cunningham said just because you wear name brand clothes that doesn’t make you cool because you might be in the wrong crowd. She said you can
get in trouble with that crowd. You can be cool as long as you show respect and discipline. She gave a quote from the movie “Drumline”:
“Before you can lead, you have to learn how to follow.”

Sister and Brother Team Up at NMCES
Listening and Following Rules Make for Success
By: Carolyn Greene, Music Teacher, and Katrina Spence, Coordinator
How ironic is it for a brother and sister to come home from duty and team up at one location, on the same
day? On February 28, students of North Mitchell Elementary met two alumni of Mitchell County
Schools. These young people were dressed for success, donning dress uniforms of the United States Army
and Air Force. The children’s attention was automatically captured. Some were scared, others curious, and
most captivated. Who were these people dressed for success? Of course, they were Airman 1st Class Dante’
Butler and Sergeant 1st Class Mekisha Cunningham dressed for success. They had a mission…to encourage
children to follow rules for a successful life and to dream “BIG” and plan for the future. Respecting one’s
self and listening to the teacher’s instructions was key advice. Airman Butler shared that all of us, no matter what the age, must follow rules to
ensure a job in whatever career we pursue. Sergeant Cunningham insisted that students must make plans for their future. She also stressed the
importance of believing in yourself and not looking at a person’s designer clothes, but looking into the soul of
a man to see his great worth. Both military persons shared facts about their childhood and how their mother
loved, encouraged, and maintained a structured life in school and at home which led to an honorable
graduation day. Students listened quietly as Airman Butler shared his dislike of reading. Now, he must read,
comprehend, and sign-off on information used on his job. This responsibility is a life and/or death
situation. Students revered those words and saw the importance of becoming good readers. All students
showed major interest in hearing these personal testimonials. One might ask,” Are you sure this visit
impacted North Mitchell students?” Two days later one little kindergarten girl asked her teacher,” Do you
follow rules?” Now…. if a five year old is able to remember a talk on following rules, I would certainly say a
BIG CONGRATULATIONS to Airman 1st Class Butler and Sergeant 1st Class Cunningham. Thanks to you
both for a job WELL DONE!!!!!!!!!!
Both Mekisha and Dante’ are Military Pals at North Mitchell Elementary School.
Airman 1st Class Butler returned on March 4 to help celebrate “Read Across America” and read to the
Kindergarten classes.

April 2011

Page 6

EDUCATION BRIDGES ALLOWING SAFE, SECURE PASSAGE OF
STUDENTS FROM PRE-KINDERGARTEN THROUGH THE
TWELFTH GRADES
By: Beauford Hicks, Superintendent
Mitchell County School System
The “BRIDGE”, producing successful students in the Mitchell County School System, is allowing safe passage of each child across barriers
of poverty, low expectations, individual student insecurities, and general developmental experiences encountered from birth to adulthood. In,
the midst of a downward economy, the Mitchell County Board of Education has taken a stance that every child will receive a quality
educational experience. This display of support for students is not just in words but rather through actions taken by the men and women that
have comprised the board constitutional body over the past seven years.
On January 25th, the board held its first meeting of the 2011 calendar year. The board established protocol for officers for the 2011 calendar
year as required by Georgia school law. Mitchell County School System is one of the few county school systems in the State of Georgia that
function under local legislation through its legislative delegation by setting guidelines for the board of education. These guidelines require
the election of officers in the form of a chair and vice chair to serve two year terms.
Ms. Norma Gilpatrick was elected as Board Chair, replacing Mr. Joseph White who completed two terms as Board Chair. Mrs. Barbara
Reddick was elected to serve as Vice-Chair, replacing outgoing board member Mr. Robert McDaniel. Other members that comprise the seven
member board are: Mrs. Patricia McCaskill, Mr. Tholen Edwards, Mr. Robert Scott and Mr. Gregg Scott. Georgia School law requires the
setting of meeting dates and times, as well as a specific location for meetings. Official meeting dates and times were set for each month. The
2011 meeting dates are as follow: March 15th (Public Forum, Mitchell County High School Theatre); April 14th, April 19th, May 19th, May
24th, June 23rd, June 28th, July 21st, July 26th, August 18th, August 23rd, September 22nd, September 27th, October 20th, October 25th,
November 10th, November 15th and December 13th. Worksessions are held on the Thursday, prior to official board meetings, unless
otherwise noted through the local media. The official meeting time was set for 6:30 p.m. All meetings with the exception of the Public Forum
will be held in the Mitchell County Board of Education’s Parent Resource Room. As required by law, the Board also re-appointed Mr. Patrick
Millsaps as legal counsel.
Excellence is not just a catch phrase, but rather an expectation and a practice throughout the school district. The board provides direction to
the administration, teachers, and support staff through its policy development authority. The Board recognizes the importance of a
“BRIDGE” between parents and the community. With a bridge theme in mind, the Mitchell County Board of Education held a communitywide meeting to receive input from the all stakeholders through public forums, surveys, and strategic planning sessions with direct
involvement from community members. On January 27, 2011, the genesis of the process took shape with approximately forty school and
community leaders working together to establish the parameters for a strategic planning process that will continue to build a bridge of action
and practice for the future of the students in our district.
The essence of bridges that span the distance between parent, teacher, school system, and community continue to link the necessary elements
for improved communications; the desired results being successful student performance in the classroom. Successful classroom experiences
expand the bridge for higher graduation rates, with the desired results of bridging the gap between continued education experiences through
colleges, universities, and technical training programs.
Much like the building of physical bridges across rough terrain, the building of educational bridges is no different. Naturally, the community
watched with excitement when Mr. Benjamin Haywood and the members of the Mitchell County Commissioners, moved in heavy equipment
and completed a bridge on old Georgia Highway 3 (north of Camilla’s city limits). As a layman, I saw the completed bridge as an excellent
job of workmanship that will allow people to move goods and services for years to come.
Mr. Joseph White, past board chair, and the newly elected chair, Ms. Norma Gilpatrick, are working with the members of the Mitchell
County Board of Education to build a different kind of bridge for students served by the school district. The success of this bridge must
assure that every student is safely transported from a successful Pre-Kindergarten experience through each grade until each student completes
their twelfth grade year. The heavy equipment in the education of children is no doubt the adults in their lives and the programs administered
by those adults during the student’s classroom experiences.
The educational BRIDGE of the Mitchell County School System has assured safe passage of 87.9% of Mitchell County High School students
through increased high school graduation rates during the 2009/2010 school term… a 42% increase over the past seven years. In 2003/2004,
the graduation rate was 45.7%.
The educational BRIDGE built a foundation that has allowed approximately 77% of its 2010 graduates to enroll in post-secondary programs.
The educational BRIDGE of the Mitchell County School System has assured that of the 77% of Mitchell County High School graduates
entering post secondary programs; 53% made dean’s list at state colleges and universities. The educational BRIDGE has decreased serious
discipline issues. Successful students feel good about their success, have less stress, and fewer student conflicts.
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EDUCATION BRIDGES continued …...
The educational BRIDGE of the county assured that all schools in the district made adequate yearly progress under the “No Child Left
Behind” act, a distinction received by only 43 of the state’s 192 school districts throughout the state of Georgia. The BRIDGE has assured
that Mitchell County School System is among 22.4 % of the school systems with 100% of their schools achieving this distinction.
The BRIDGE assured that 100% of the students in the 3rd grade at one of our elementary schools received passing scores on the state of
Georgia’s Criteria Reference Competency Test (CRCT) in the area of English\Language Arts. The BRIDGE has assured that one school in
the district has made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for twelve consecutive years, with all other schools in the district making AYP for at
least the past three years. The middle school is also being recognized statewide by the Georgia Association of Secondary School Principals
with a Distinguished “Breakthrough Award” for academic success. The BRIDGE has assured that technology initiatives be provided to
students in order for them to be prepared to showcase our system’s progress in Washington, D. C. The student projects were successful at
the district and state levels of competition. The BRIDGE assured a regional championship in football, a successful basketball year, and a
student achieving the fifth fastest distinction among high school students in the 100 meter dash in the United States.
Yes, Benjamin Haywood’s BRIDGE assures safe passage of goods and people up and down Georgia Highway 3. Similarly, Mitchell County
School District’s Educational BRIDGE provides safe passage of students from Pre-kindergarten through the twelfth grades, preparing
students to enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. By becoming productive citizens, they are helping to protect the democratic
process far into the future.
A word of thanks is in order to the BRIDGE that has made possible successful educational experiences for the boys and girls of the Mitchell
County School District: The bridge between the community and their Board of Education members; the bridge between the Board and the
Superintendent; the bridge between the Superintendent and the Administrative Team of the schools in the district; the bridge between the
Principals and their Administrative Teams; the bridge between the classroom teachers and the Curriculum Coordinating Council; and the
bridge between Curriculum Coordinating Council and the Subject Area Committees. You make it possible for the safe passage of our most
precious cargo, our STUDENTS, into the world of work.
B. Hicks, Superintendent
Mitchell County Schools

Top Readers

Kwezetta Butler

By: P. Taylor, Media Specialist
Congratulations to Kwezetta Butler (7th grade), Leonor Davalos
(7th grade), Gracielita Lopez (7th grade), Andres Perez (6th grade),
Pheacia Donaldson (7th grade), and Shurnika Silas (6th grade) of
Mitchell Middle who have read more than 1 million words so far
this year. These students have met the Reading Across the
Curriculum standard that states students will read a minimum of
25 grade appropriate books or 1 million words per year across
subject areas.

Shurnika Silas

Mitchell Middle has eighteen students who have read 750,000 words at the end of the third nine weeks. These students will be rewarded
with a pizza party and have a chance to win one of three $10 gift cards from Wal-Mart. Students are expected to have read 1 million words
by the end of the fourth nine weeks. If you are curious as to how your son or daughter is doing toward meeting the million word standard,
feel free to contact Pam Taylor,
media
specialist, at 336-2142 or contact
your child’s language arts teacher.
Special thanks goes to the parents
of these students for encouraging
and supporting their children in
their reading endeavors!
Garcielita Lopez

Andres Perez

Pheacia Donaldson
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MCMS Involving Parents in the
Decision-making Process
In an effort to ensure that parents/guardians are actively
involved in the school’s decision-making process, Mitchell
County Middle School (MCMS) has identified a parent/
guardian classroom representative for each homeroom. The
school held a Title 1 meeting on Thursday, March 3, 2011, at
3:30 p.m. to update the annual Title 1 Plan. Parents were invited via phone calls by the principal and
homeroom teachers, as well via a parent letter. Administrators, the Leadership Team, and parents were
divided into three groups and began updates on the Parent Involvement Policy, the Parent/Teacher/
Student Compact, and the School-wide Plan. Parents did a great job collaborating with the school’s staff
members. The next meeting was slated for Thursday, March 17, 2011 at 3:30 p.m.

Students Create Flyers to Promote MCMS Family Night
th

The 8 grade students from Mrs. Ross, Ms. Morman, and Mrs. Campbell’s classes
created flyers to be sent home to promote MCMS Family Night on March 31, 2011.
The students created the public documents to explain the details of the event, as
outlined in the GPS element ELA8R1.e (informational)- uses a variety of consumer,
workplace, and public documents to explain a situation or decision and to solve a
problem. The hope is that the student-created flyers will provide parents with an
example of the types of products students are producing and ultimately encourage
more parental involvement. Pictured are students from Mrs. Ross and Ms. Morman’s
classes holding their products: Blanca Lopez, LaPortia Brown, Agustin Quintana,
Averia Brown, and Joseph Arline.

MCHS Football Players Participate in NIKE SPARQ Combine
Four football players from Mitchell County traveled to Mobile, AL to participate in the NIKE SPARQ
Combine. Along with 900 other football players from across the country, the four, who attend Mitchell
County High School (Modzelle Atkins, Yancey Burns, Derrick Davis and Ja’Kyari "Jay" Jenkins), were
tested on their speed and agility. Paired off into a group of 30, the Mitchell County athletes were weighed
in and given a NIKE SPARQ compression training shirt. After signing in, the boys went through
technique drills and training to warm up their muscles to fend off the frigid temperatures that plagued
Mobile. The first station the guys went to was the 40 yard dash. Each player was given 2 runs to
showcase their speed. After the 40, the group moved over to the 20 yard shuttle, where the player starts in
the middle, runs 5 yards to an end cone and then sprints back 10 yards to an another end cone only to turn
around and run 5 yards back to the middle cone. Next up was the power ball, where the four had to kneel down and throw a 25 pound ball the
size of a basketball as far as they could. Finally, the last station of the combine was the vertical jump, where the players were tested to see
how high they could jump in their bare feet.
After the testing, the boys were given their scores and complimentary drinks and gifts. They then sat down in the bleachers with parents and
friends to listen to George Henshaw, who is an educational speaker with the NCSA Athletic Recruiting. Mr. Henshaw told the guys what to
expect during the recruiting process and also what to do and what not to do to get exposure. Once the testing and speaking were over, the
athletes checked out the NIKE display and took photos. After all the events ended, the boys left the combine learning what they needed to
work on and how to become a better football player. They recounted their experience at the NIKE SPARQ Combine as they made the five
hour drive back to Mitchell County.

MCMS Black History Program
Mitchell Middle celebrated Black History during a program held
February 25 with guest speaker Vivian Smith. Among the performers
were the Mitchell Middle School band, chorus, and dancers. Dalvin
Coleman received a standing ovation for his black history rap. Teachers
and administrators also joined in the festivities by dressing in African
attire.
Right: W. Whitlock, P. English, O. Morman, J. Odoms, L. Dunbar, G.
Silas, S. Jenkins, S. Colbert
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Mitchell County Middle School’s
Jr. Beta Club Celebrates
National Beta Club Week
Front: Lynn Dunbar (Sponsor), Armarion Stegall, Darion
Burnett, Yobi Lopez, Dicksey Hinesley (Gifted Teacher);
Back: NaViesha Mathis, Jamaracus Hopkins, Kameron
McGregor, Phaecia Donaldson, Imorri Ford, Antonia Jones,
Silvana Jenkins (Assistant Principal)

Phaecia Donaldson, Tymara Pace,
Ms. Deborah Toombs (7th – Math
Teacher)

By: Lynn Dunbar
MCMS Jr. Beta Club celebrated National Beta Club Week with many activities. Each
day, different Jr. Beta Club members were allowed to lead the school with the Pledge
of Allegiance to the United States Flag. The students also had an opportunity to give
back to the staff by serving the entire staff donuts and juice for breakfast on March 09,
2011. Then on March 10, 2011, there were twenty-two new students inducted into the
National Jr. Beta Club. Currently, MCMS has a total of fifty, sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade students active in the National Jr. Beta Club.

As a service project, the Jr.
Beta Club is selling green
Shamrocks for a one dollar
donation and gold Shamrocks
for a five dollar donation to
help support Jerry Lewis’ Kids
fight
against
Muscular
Dystrophy. All income received
from the Shamrock sales is
donated to Jerry Lewis for his
kids.

Armarion Stegall, Darion Burnett,
Mrs. Patricia English (Principal)

Antonia Jones, NaViesha Mathis,
Jamarcus Hopkins, Mrs. Kim
Cavendar-Taylor (Physical Education)

Congratulations
to North Mitchell
Elementary School’s

Congratulations
to North Mitchell
Elementary School’s

Para of the Month:
Barbara Keaton

Teacher of the Month:
Shellie Price

Chirp and Sunshine

North Mitchell County Elementary Gets Chickens
The second grade at NMCES has been studying life cycles in science. This falls under the standard S2L1a. Determine
the sequence of the life cycle of common animals in your area: a mammal such as a cat or dog or classroom pet, a bird
such as a chicken, an amphibian such as a frog, and an insect such as a butterfly. The students have had special guests
in their rooms to help them observe the life cycle of the chicken. Each class has at least one baby chick in their room.
The students have had to set up a cage with food and water for the chicks. They have to monitor the temperature of the
box and keep it at 80 degrees. Each week the students are weighing and measuring the height of the chicks to graph
their growth. The students are making daily observations on how the chicks are changing as they get older.

Thomas Connell. Mrs. Ponder

The chicks have also
been brought into the
reading
and
writing
lessons as well. The
students have read books
on chicks and have written
persuasive papers on what
to name the chicks. The
chicks will stay in the
classrooms for up to eight
weeks while the class
observes them.
Front: Makiah Martin, Damrion Bell (with
Sonny), Shasmine Cannon; Back: Marco
Maxine Crow-the chick, Jerome Suggs
Sanchez, Amyah Frazier Marvin Rhymes
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MCHS and MCMS Band Winter Concert
The Mitchell County High School Band program presented its Winter Concert on
Tuesday, March 8 in the high school auditorium. The concert began with the
Middle School Band playing “Eagle Command March” and “Kingsridge”, both
by composer Quincy Hilliard. After their performance, Mr. Johnny Folsom
(shown left), band director at Cairo High School worked with the group for 15-20
minutes, stressing that they should listen to the other members of the band while
they play. After the clinic, the high school band performed “Badge of Honor” by
Ken Harris, “Korean Folk Song Medley” by James Ployhar, and “Overture for a New Decade” by John O’Reilly. Once again, Mr. Folsom
took the stage and worked with the group, this time working on intonation (playing in tune) and precision.
The high school band will be attending LGPE (Large Group Performance Evaluation) at Cairo High School on Friday, March 18, where they
will perform the same three pieces for a panel of three judges, who will rate them in several categories, including tone, intonation, technique,
balance, and musicality. The band will also sight read a new piece for a different judge, who will rate them on
similar criteria. In addition, the judges will record their comments, so the band can learn from their performance.
This is the first time in several years that the band will participate in this event.

Don’t Let Your Dreams Go Up in Smoke
NMCES Fourth Grade Health Class
By: Shanicie Williams
The 4th graders at NMCES completed Week 8 in the Too Good for Drugs prevention program. The TGFD program is a 10-week prevention
program that illustrates developing positive adolescent behaviors and preventing alcohol, tobacco and other drug use. Effective prevention is
collaborative; it promotes health by focusing on the students and also on socializing environments. In lesson 8, the fourth graders read an
article, “Ex-Athlete Tells All,” of a young man who dreamed of winning an Olympic gold medal but instead he was encouraged by his peers
to start smoking marijuana. The article described the effects of marijuana use on an athlete’s performance. One effect the athlete described
was a delay in reaction time. The students learned that reaction time means how quickly or slowly you react when something happens. The
students were divided into pairs to test their reaction time using their React-O-Rulers. Student #1 held the React-O-Ruler while Student #2
placed their thumb and forefinger about 1” below the ruler. Without warning Student #1 let
go of the ruler, and Student #2 had to try and catch it.
The students practiced several times to try and improve
their reaction time by falling on the lowest number
between one and ten. The students discussed examples
of when it is good to have good reaction times and that
marijuana makes slow reaction times even slower. The
students completed a decoded message from the athlete:

Jacqueline Perez and Kaia Williams

Don’t Let Your Dreams
Go Up in Smoke!

Shaundell Smith and Malik Mango

April 2011
Students who have read 100 books: Assistant
Principal Keith Hose, To’Nasia Riggins, De”Nyzia
Baker, Kanajah Gardner, and Principal J. White.
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Accelerated Reading Rewards

By: LaJuana Smith
Approximately seventy students from grades kindergarten through fifth grade enjoyed a
wonderful lunch with school administrators on Tuesday, March 15, 2011 in the NMCES
cafeteria. These students were rewarded for meeting their reading goal for the third nine
weeks. Each of these students read at least fifty (50) books. Mrs. Jacquelyn White and Mr.
Keith Hose dined with the students and congratulated them on their accomplishment. The
students dined on baked chicken with all of the trimmings. Each student will also receive a
special treat from Mrs. White. A special thanks goes out to Mrs. K. Spence for decorating
the tables in beautiful spring colors highlighted with balloons and floral arrangements.
Students at NMCES have been rewarded throughout the school year for reaching their
reading goals. We will end the year with a big celebration for all the students who have read 75 or more books. We are very proud of our
students and their accomplishments. We will continue to encourage them to keep up the good work!

SMCES PTA/CRCT Night
It was standing room only in the South Mitchell County Elementary
School’s gymnasium on the night of March 9, 2011. Parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, and friends came out to hear valuable information about the
Criterion Referenced Competency Test that will be given in April.
Counselor Mary Beth Palmer informed parents about test taking strategies
and reminded them of basic things to do to help students to prepare for and
take the test.
The theme for this year’s CRCT motivational rallies is Rock the Test.
Students in Kindergarten through fifth grade performed a song called
“Forever Friends.” Fourth grade students performed the “CRCT Rap.” A
group of fourth and fifth grade students danced to the music “Waka Waka”
by Shakira which was choreographed and directed by fourth grade teacher
Mrs. Keisha Williams and her assistant paraprofessional Vontressa Harvey.
The highlight of the evening was a group of third grade teachers called “The
Testations” who danced to the music and sang “My Test” in the tune of “My
Girl” by the popular sixties group-The Temptations. The lyrics of the song
were written by third grade teacher, Mrs. Tanya Thomas.
Assistant Principal Donna Johnson announced the class trophy winners
which were awarded to the classes with the most parents in attendance for
each grade. Winners were: Pre-K-Ms. Pam Jones’ class, Kindergarten-Mrs.
Karen Murray’s class, first grade-Mrs. Tiffiany Simmons’ class, second
grade-Mrs. Patricia Jackson’s class, third grade-Mrs. Tanya Thomas’ class,
fourth grade-Mrs. Keisha Williams’ class and fifth grade-Mrs. Rosemary
Sanders’ class.

Congratulations to
South Mitchell Elementary’s
Para of the Month:
Tamika Wilcher

Congratulations to
South Mitchell Elementary’s
Teacher of the
Month:
Juliette Holloway

April 2011
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NMCES Read Across America 2011
By: Mrs. LaJuana K. Smith
On March 4, 2011, the faculty, staff, and students celebrated “Read Across America.”
Many of faculty and staff wore special t-shirts along with Dr. Seuss hats. The entire
school enjoyed green eggs and ham for breakfast. The students enjoyed many guest
readers who came and read a variety of Dr. Seuss books. Our special guests came
from all walks of life. They were retired teachers, parents, community supporters,
high school students, and school system employees. All of our special guests were
presented certificates of appreciation along with refreshments.
On Friday afternoon the entire student body paraded into the gym, sang the “Read
Across America” song, and recited the “Read Across America” oath. Mr. Scott
Routsong from the Desoto Trail Library in Pelham, Georgia gave a fun-filled
presentation about Dr. Seuss and how his books open up the entire world to students. He encouraged students to
read. He also reminded students that life was tough, but it was tougher without an education. Following the presentation in the gym, the
students paraded to their classrooms and enjoyed cupcakes and punch to honor Dr. Seuss’ birthday. On behalf of the North Mitchell County
Elementary School family, I would like to thank all of our special guests for coming out and spending time with our students. A special thank
you goes out to Principal Mr. Robert Adams and to Early Childhood Education teacher Mrs. Paxton Crosby for providing us with the students
from Mitchell County High School. They were just great! To the faculty and staff of North Mitchell County
Elementary School, thank you for a job well done! I applaud you for encouraging students to read and
succeed in all that they do.
Once again thank you for a job well done!
Yancey Burns

Kadeem Rhymes

Thank
You
All!

Brandon Williams

MCHS Students: Brandon Williams, Jessie Atkins, Jaocty
Gilbert, Quin Wynn, and Joseph Frazier
with NMCES Carolyn Greene
Airman 1st Class Dante’ Butler
Danielle Potts
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Bugs, Bugs, Bugs
By: Dr. Karen Davis
NMCES Kindergarten students are seeing bugs everywhere. The
students have been studying insects. They learned that insects are living
things (SKL1a). They also learned the special features of an insect such
as they have 6 legs (SKL1b). During this study the students read books,
watched videos, and completed written
assignments about insects. To conclude the
study the students created their own insect
using playdough and pipe cleaners. The
students really enjoyed this study and are now
ready for Spring so they can venture outside and observe bugs in action.
Above: Andarius Gardner, Bryson Brinson, and Adaline Tarleton,
Right: Caleb Neal, Deaundria Knight, and Garland Grissom

Motivational Speaker Tells Students to Smile at SMCES
Renowned motivational speaker, Mr. Marc Fomby challenged third, fourth and fifth grade students at South
Mitchell Elementary School to smile and be extra nice for one week and see if they could tell the difference in
their school’s atmosphere. The speaker explained to students the consequences and statistics of students who
were bullied or bullied others. Students were told that people are bullied because most people stand around and
watch and don’t do anything. Fomby gave students examples of how one bad mistake could ruin many good
things. He told students “Sometimes you are given things and may not like the way it is given but you can still
benefit.” This event was sponsored by the Mitchell County MCYAC.

1st Grade Shadow Tracing at NMCES
Students in first grade at NMCES are learning about light sources and shadows, which is
in standard S1P1: Students will investigate light and sound and elements S1P1a:
Recognizes sources of light and S1P1b:Explain how shadows are made. Students were
placed in groups and worked together as a team to trace their shadows! The students
were able to tell the importance of light and the effect light has on everyday living.
Teamwork was great; each group had two students to hold the paper, one tracing, and one
to have their shadow traced. The activity was very fun for the students and teachers!
Picture L-R: Diamond McNeil, Lakecia Hardwick, Ta’Mia Jones, Dylan Spinks

How Fair Was Your Trade?
By: Ms. S. Montgomery
Learning money is very important for Kindergarteners! After lessons on recognizing and counting pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters,
Ms. S. Montgomery’s class learned how to trade pennies for coins with the same value. One person in each group was given thirty pennies
while their partner was given nickels and dimes. The student with the pennies had to count and trade their coins for the correct number of
dimes or nickels. After trading their coins, each student had to count their money to see if there was a fair trade. This activity also helped
students practice counting by 5’s and by 10’s. Standard: MKN1J.

Ms. R. Simpson, Mikalah
Williams, Monique Carter

Danyall Brown,
Arnisha Moore

Kandice Tucker,
Mondarius Butler

Krystaline Jefferson,
NyAshia Williams
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RAM - Raising Academic Measures
By: Mrs. Jerona Edmonds
North Mitchell County Elementary School’s Principal, Mrs. Jacquelyn White, is proud to announce
the newly designed class, Raising Academic Measures (RAM). RAM is a class designed for high
achieving kindergartners. These students receive accelerated instructions for one hour during the
school day. These advanced instructions will prepare students for first grade. Students are
encouraged to think critically, problem solve, ask questions, and work in a cooperative manner with their peers. In the
past several weeks, the students have worked on becoming more fluent readers,
story elements, decoding and segmenting unfamiliar words, money, counting up to
100, and counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. Below the students are counting up to 100
by 5’s and 10’s using Apple Jacks Cereal. After counting their Apple Jacks, the
students made their very own necklace. Standard: M1N1. Students will estimate,
model, compare, order, and represent whole numbers up to 100.

Front: Fredasia Knight, Caleb Neal, Bryson Brinson,
Krystaline Jefferson. Back: Deaundria Knight, Jaden
Williams, JaQuavion Williams, Danyall Brown, Kelvin
Washington, and Ny’Ashia Williams

Great Job!

MCHS Players
Receive GACA ALL State
Nominations for Basketball in
Region 1A Boys and Girls

On March 15, Mitchell County High School
JROTC Cadets Alicia Goines and Eugene
Butler led the Pledge of Allegiance at the
monthly board meeting.

Stacey Butler and Ke'ondra Mango were
1st Team All-Region.
Reuben Jackson and A'Miracle Jones were
2nd Team All-Region.
Congratulations to the students on a job well
done!

Where on Earth is My Bagel?
Mrs. K. Haynes’ Class

Congratulations to
Derrick Hardwick
Derrick was asked to
play in the 4th Annual
Deep South All-Star
Classic Basketball
Game that was held
on March 19 at
Darton College in
Albany, GA. This
event gave area
seniors a chance to
showcase their talent
against the best
players in the South Georgia area. Derrick was
chosen by many of his peers and coaches in the
South Georgia area.

The second grade students in Mrs. P.
Jackson’s and Mrs. K. Haynes’ class
read a fictional story entitled
“Where on Earth is my Bagel?” In
this story, the character, living in
South Korea, wanted a bagel that
was made in New York. There were
no bagels where he lived.

Mrs. P. Jackson’s Class

Some of the students in these
classes did not know what a bagel
was. Therefore, they were treated
with bagels and rice cakes which
they
thoroughly
enjoyed.
ELA2R4K: Identify and Infers
Cause and Effect relationship.
ELA2R4M-Recongnizes the basic
elements of a variety of genres.
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MCHS Tennis 2011
Congratulations
to the
Boy’s Team for
advancing to
region play-offs
to be held on
April 14.

MCHS Holds Annual Review of Title I Plans
On April 5 at 4 p.m. in the MCHS cafeteria, MCHS will host a meeting to review the MCHS’s Title I Parent Policy, Schoolwide Plan, and the
Parent/Student/Teacher Compact for the 2011-2012 school year. All stakeholders are invited to attend. To view the items, visit the school’s
website at http://mitchell2.mch.schooldesk.net. Please call 336-0970 if you have any questions.

MCHS
Baseball
2011
Baseball Schedule
1st row: Kadeem Rhymes, Adarirus Keaton, Dayia Gilbert, Nicholas Peoples,
Ulysses Lambert; 2nd row: Coach Zack Dallas, Desmond Jones, Anthony
Giordano, Bruce Bryant, Brian Peoples, Jerald Bryant, Joquil Chester, Coach
David Williams
MCHS Seniors

Kadeem Rhymes, Adarrius Keaton, Coach Z. Dallas, Dayia Gilbert,
Nicholas Peoples Ulysses Lambert, and Coach D. Williams

April 1 Home against Seminole
April 5 Away against Miller
April 8 Home against Calhoun
April 12 Home against Pelham
April 19 Away against Stewart County
April 25-28 Region Tournament
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School System Calendar

Calendar of Events for April
South Mitchell County Elementary
6

Spring Pictures (prepaid)

8

CRCT Pep Rally—1 p.m.

21

Kindergarten Field Trip

19

Board of Education Meeting

22

Early Release for students; PLU Day for Teachers

April 25-29: Spring Holidays
Mitchell County High School

North Mitchell County Elementary
8

Community wide CRCT/Field Day Celebrations

21

Kindergarten Cap and Gown Pictures

21

School class/group pictures

CRCT-M-April 5-8 and CRCT-April 12-19
Mitchell County Middle School
4

School fundraiser ends

8

CRCT Pep Rally

May 6

8th Grade Dance

May 9

May 9-13 Book Fair held in Media Center

1

C.N.A. Orientation

4-7

C.N.A. Clinical

5

Josten’s-Delivery of Senior Supplies; Title I meeting at 4 p.m.

8

JROTC Super Sports Day

12

CTAE Advisory Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

14

Tennis Region Match

19

SWGTC Job Shadow

21-22 Benchmark Exams
May 2 Josten’s 10th grade presale class rings
May 5 Josten’s 10th grade order for class rings

Track Schedule
April 2 at Lowndes High School
April 6 at Hugh Mills Stadium
April 9 at Appling Middle School
April 15 at Hugh Mills Stadium
April 19 at Pelham High School
April 25 at Pelham High School
May 2 at Pelham High School

Mitchell Middle School
Book Fair: May 9-13

Have you had the talk...About Alcohol Abuse?
The Mitchell County Youth Advisory Council, the Mitchell County Peers Empowering Peers,
and the Mitchell County Teen Resource Center are sponsoring a free community forum
presented by Judge Rick Waters on this topic on April 14 from 6-7 p.m. at the Mitchell County
Teen Resource Conference Room.
For more information call 336-7013 or 224-4778.

CRTC Testing
April 12-20, 2011

Mitchell County Board of Education
Holds Public Forum

On March 15, 2011, the Mitchell
County Board of Education held a
public forum after the regular
board meeting. This was an
opportunity for the public to voice
their concerns and ask questions.
A thank you goes out to all who
attended.

Music in Our Schools Month
Music Lasts a Lifetime
South Mitchell County Elementary School
March has been designated by the National Association for
Music Education for the observance of Music in Our Schools
Month (MIOSM®), the time of year when music education
becomes the focus of schools across the nation. The purpose of
MIOSM is to raise awareness of the importance of music
education for all children – and to remind citizens that school
is where all children should have access to music. MIOSM is
an opportunity for music teachers to bring their music
programs to the attention of the school and the community and
to display the benefits school music brings to students of all
ages.
Music in Our Schools Month at South Mitchell County
Elementary School involved the following activities: Faculty/
Staff members presented a music personality during morning
announcements, daily music trivia question – Adult and
student questions, name that tune, poetry contest for 3rd-5th
grades, and poster contest for K-2nd grades. (The winners will
be shown in the May issue of the Eagle’s Nest.)

