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A Note From Your Principals
Dear Families,
It’s March and that’s amazing! Holy cow! We’re
moving right along in our school year.
We have lots to look forward to in the month to
come, namely the onset of spring in 20 days. We’re
ready to say goodbye to the snow and ice, that’s for
sure.
In this new month, we are particularly excited about
our STEM Night and our Books and Bingo event. It’s
so exciting to get new books in the hands of our
kiddos while having a blast playing BINGO.
On another note, spring will bring the Smarter
Balanced Assessment (SBA) in English, Language
Arts (ELA) and Math. We are currently in the
practice stages of this assessment. Please see the
attached testing schedule.

Thank you
I appreciate your support of the school district this
last month in passing both the bond and levy in
February’s special election.
I think about the future of Mead and all we have
before us. The prospect of a new elementary
school and middle school is incredible, but so is the
idea of a K-5 elementary school.
And then there’s the preforming arts center near
the old Mead Middle. Oh my, what fun that’s going
to be.
—Mr. Danford

Mark Your Calendars
March
March 1

Kindergarten registration
begins

March 2

Generation Alive food
packing

No matter the season, Evergreen is a special place,
one built on relationships and daily connections
between students and adults. We hear from our
students all the time about the wonderful learning
happening in their classrooms. They speak of how
their teachers care about them, laugh with them, and
learn from them. Our goal at Evergreen is to work
together to create a nurturing, caring learning
environment where all students feel welcome and
successful.

March 12

STEM Night, 5:30-7:30

•
•
•

5:30-6:30 spaghetti dinner
30-minute breakouts from 5:30-7:30
Whitworth student presentations, 6:30-7:30

March 19

Bloomsday Club begins

March 20

PTO meeting and officer
nominations, 3:30-5:00

Go Mustangs!

March 23

Books and Bingo, 5:30-8:00

Mr. Danford
Mr. Van Cleef

March 30

SOM Assembly, 2:30

Mead School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth
groups. The following employee(s) has been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Jared Hoadley, Executive Director of Student Services &
Activities @ 2323 E Farwell Rd, Mead, WA 99021, Phone: 509 465-6000, or via email jared.hoadley@mead354.org.

STEM Night
Science. Technology. Engineering. Mathematics.
I bet you’ve heard the buzz regarding STEM. There’s
talk that many careers of the future will be STEM
related.
To that end, we’re hosting a STEM Night Monday
evening, March 12 from 5:30-7:30. It promises to be an
amazing, hands-on, intriguing, and invigorating
evening—all of which will be free.

Safety in Our Schools
The Mead School District and Evergreen
administrators are always working to maintain the
safety of kids and staff. With that in mind, and to
add another layer of safety and security, the school
district will soon be texting a safety message. When
responding to that message you will enable the
school district to text you in the event of an
emergency.

We will begin with a spaghetti dinner from 5:30-6:30.
Come fill your bellies before you enjoy the learning.
We’ll have half-hour repeated breakouts beginning at
5:30-7:30—studying birds of prey, parachutes,
bacteria, paper airplanes, and spinners.
Whitworth students will be on campus from 6:30-7:30
sharing STEM-oriented projects, along with community
partners such as Avista, Waste to Energy, the Spokane
Aquifer.
Keep an eye out for more information coming home.

Follow us on FB

www.facebook.com/EvergreenElementaryMead/
Evergreen FB administrators try hard to update
the school’s page regularly.
We’re trying hard to grow our presence on FB.
Consider visiting the page and following us.

SOM (Student of the Month) Award Winners
Congratulations to this incredible group of kiddos for their continued modeling of what we hold
dear at Evergreen—kids being safe, respectful, and responsible young people.
February winners:
K: Carter B. and Colton E.
1: Samson K. and Aiden F.
2: Ashlyn T. and Heath W.
3: Kate F. and Zoe H.
4: Paige D. and Samuel M.
5: Julia G. and Ava A.
6: Ashlee C. and Landon G.
DLC: Marciano S.
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Mead School District

Encourage a learning habit with
regular visits to the library
One of the best ways to excite your
child about reading and learning is
to make frequent trips to the library
together. One survey found that 97
percent of regular library patrons consider themselves “lifelong learners.”
Research also shows that children who
regularly visit libraries read more. To
help your child enjoy the library:
• Sign him up for a library card.
He’ll feel important, and using it
will teach him about responsibility.
• Explore the building—not just its books. Check out its nooks and
crannies, its toy areas, its stairways and cozy places to sit. The library
should be a place that feels like home to your child.
• Encourage him to interview the librarian. Help him think of
questions to ask, such as, “Why did you become a librarian?” If your child
asks for an autograph, he’ll have a way to remember the librarian’s name.
• Have him pick a favorite subject—rockets, penguins, whatever he
likes—and ask the librarian for help finding resources about it.
• Go on hunts through the children’s section. Can your child find a
book whose author’s name starts with the same letter as his?
• Have him make a special bookmark to use with his library books.
Make sure he brings it along when you visit.
Source: L. Rainie, “Libraries and Learning,” Pew Research Center, niswc.com/libraryhabit.

How to react when grades disappoint
Your child doesn’t seem to be struggling in school, but when her report card
comes home, it is not good. Remember that getting angry with your child or
showing your displeasure won’t help. Instead, when you are calm:
practice questions from her text• Ask your child for her thoughts
books. Monitor her efforts, and
about her grades. Why does she
provide help if needed, but don’t
think she received these marks?
ever do the homework for her. Let
Ask about her work in class. Does
her take responsibility—it gives
she complete it? Is she confused
her practice she needs for success.
about anything she’s learning?
What does she think she could
• Set up a meeting with the
do differently?
teacher. Ask for her ideas about
what may be affecting your child’s
• Enforce a regular study time
progress. Discuss ways you can
at home. If your child doesn’t
work together to help your child
have homework, she can review
boost her performance.
material from class or answer

Start your child off right
Students can’t complete a task successfully if
they keep putting it off. So help your child
get started by setting an example. Say things
like, “You work on your social studies worksheet and I’ll clean out these kitchen drawers.
Let’s see how much we can accomplish in
15 minutes.”

Predict and practice to
prevent behavior problems
It’s usually easier to
prevent a behavior issue
than it is to handle it
afterward.
If you can predict
that your child will
dawdle and be late
for the bus—because
it happens often—don’t wait for him to
straggle down to the breakfast table. Instead,
think of ways to prevent the problem.
Perhaps he needs to go to bed earlier so
he isn’t so tired in the morning. If he’s late
because he can’t find what he needs, help
him get organized the night before.
Have your child practice the solutions
you devise. You’ll be able to celebrate his
success, rather than punish misbehavior.
Source: L.R. Griffin, Negotiation Generation, Berkley Books.

New world straight ahead
If your child will be moving
on to middle school in the
fall, start now to smooth
her transition. Call her new
school and schedule a tour.
You can also:
• Find out about summer activities for
rising middle schoolers. Is there a reading program or an orientation event your
child can participate in?
• Get involved. Attend events for new
students and families. Join the parentteacher organization.

Copyright © 2018 The Parent Institute®, a division of PaperClip Media, Inc. www.parent-institute.com

© 2007 by Education World®. Education World grants users permission to reproduce this work sheet for educational purposes only.

4

© 2007 by Education World®. Education World grants users permission to reproduce this work sheet for educational purposes only.

5

Be a Part of PTO
The time has come to elect new PTO officers for the 2018-2019 School Year!
Serving on the PTO Board is a wonderful way to be involved in your child’s school career here at Evergreen!
Involvement raises your awareness of school happenings, gives you a voice in the direction of our school
community, provides opportunities to connect with other parents (as well as administrators and staff), and
illustrates to your child that their education is important to you.
We will be accepting nominations for the following Board positions at the March 20 PTO meeting with the
election to follow at the April 17 meeting:
President—

Work with Board to set PTO event calendar
Prepare agenda and run all general meetings
Attend all meetings and events
Meet regularly with the school principal
Work to fill chair positions for events
Oversee all chair positions and board operations

Vice-President—

Attend all meetings and events
Fill in for President as needed
Work to fill chair positions for events

Treasurer—

Attend all meetings and events
Keep books reconciled
File taxes
Run money stations at events
Provide financial report at meetings
Work to fill chair positions for events

Secretary—

Attend all meetings and events
Take meeting notes and archives
Read minutes at meetings
Check emails and forward to appropriate board members
Work to fill chair positions

Nominations can be made in person at the meeting or by completing and returning a Nomination Form to the
school office. Watch for more information to come home next week!
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Music Notes
Mrs. Llyr
March 2018
1st/2nd grade Music
Save the Date! April 19th will be the 1st and 2nd grade folk dance night at Evergreen.
This performance will feature a couple of songs to show off our singing skills, but mostly
the students will be demonstrating some fun and lively folk dances from around the
world. At the end of each concert, the audience will be invited to learn a dance with your
student. 1st grade is at 6pm and 2nd grade begins at 7:15. Dress is comfortable, solid
color shirt and country-western accessories are encouraged.
3rd grade music:
3rd grade students in music are embarking on a movement unit with lots of
opportunities to create, build teamwork and problem solve.
4th grade music:
You have likely heard the sweet tones of the recorder at your house, as we are just
beginning are playing skills we’ve learned only 1 or 2 notes so far…. There’s a lot going
on in establishing correct playing technique and preparing to read and increase our
music literacy. We will learn our first ensemble song about Rain.
I’d like to give a BIG shout out to Evergreen’s PTO for fully funding our 4th grade
field trip to the Spokane Symphony at the Fox on May 1st. PTO’s next meeting is March
20th @3:30. Please consider becoming involved in helping make things happen for your
kiddos at Evergreen.
5th/6th grade music:
We have begun a BIG unit on Jazz music. Jazz is a large genre of music and we are
working on understanding why it’s uniquely America’s music as well as developing our
playing skills on the components of drum kit playing and “attending to the groove.” We
are incorporating the piano in class as well and we will learn 1 to 2 actual jazz standards
in the blues form. We will seek to find the joy in improvising, a key element of jazz.
My first year here at Evergreen has been a whirlwind and I can’t believe it’s already
March. I’m so excited to be apart of this community.
Karin Llyr

karin.llyr@mead354.org
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2018 Elementary State Testing Schedule
Monday

Tuesday

April 23-27

May 7-11

Make Up

3 ELA CAT

Make Up

4 ELA CAT

3 ELA PT 1/PT 2

3 ELA PT 1/PT 2

5 ELA CAT

5 ELA CAT

6 ELA CAT

4 ELA PT 1/PT 2

4 ELA PT 1/PT 2

5 ELA PT 1/PT 2

5 ELA PT 1/PT 2

5 Math CAT

3 Math CAT

5 Math PT

6 ELA PT 1/PT 2

6 ELA PT 1/PT 2

6 Math CAT

3 Math PT

5 WCAS Science

5 Sci Make-Up

Make Up

4 Math CAT

6 Math PT

4 Math PT

4 ELA CAT
6 ELA CAT

SBA 3-8
State Testing
Windows

Friday

3 ELA CAT

May 14-18
May 21-25

Thursday

SBA Proctor Training

April 16-20

April 30 - May 4

Wednesday

NGSS Sci 5, 8

Make Up
Make Up
Make Up
Make Up

Online: March 4 – June 8

PT = Performance Task

Online: April 16 ‒ June 8

CAT = Computer Adaptive Test*

Paper: April 16 - May 18*

*ELA CAT option: 1 day

*if available
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