Homewood
All children will learn. All children will be served.

School District 153
Fall Trimester

Please Help Us
Plan the
Future of
District 153
District 153 strongly
encourages you to attend
one or both of the following
special school board
meetings to learn more
about the challenges and
opportunities we face in the
future.

Wed., Oct. 28
Mon., Nov. 9
Both meetings @

7 p.m.
Hart/Millennium
Cafetorium

Are you a U.S.
veteran? If so,
please join us!

Letter from the Superintendent

FY 2016 Budget Approved; Planning Meetings Set
Dear Friends of District 153,
On Sept. 21st, the school board approved our
FY2016 budget, and I wanted to fill you in on
some of the details.
The approved budget runs a $2.5 million
deficit. While deficit spending never feels
good, it is pretty much the situation we
predicted and planned for when we passed
our education referendum. Our referendum
plan was to generate cash reserves to cover
the gaps between revenues and expenditures
that we were sure to experience over the next
several years. That’s precisely what will
happen again this year.

District 153 will be
required to submit a
deficit reduction plan to
the state because of our
limited cash reserves.

On the revenue side of the ledger, declining
local property values and financial incentives
for businesses have meant less local revenues
for the schools. However, it is state education
funds that continue to cause the most concern.
General State Aid (GSA) payments to school
districts have been prorated every year for the
last five years, a combined loss of nearly $1.6
We expect to keep running these structural
million for District 153. Payments on categorical
deficits for the foreseeable future because
there isn’t enough revenue coming in to pay for grants have been prorated and delayed. And
all the great things we want for our students— this year, Springfield hasn't even passed a
and our community expects its public school to budget! We are estimating that we will receive
approximately $350,000 less in GSA this year
deliver—such as challenging academics,
manageable class sizes, and plentiful supports, and additional reductions in categorical
funding.
enrichment and co-curricular opportunities.
(Continued on page 4)

Veteran’s
Appreciation
Breakfast
James Hart/
Millennium School
Cafetorium
Wed., Nov. 11
8:45 am
Please RSVP to
Diana Condon,
708-647-2414.

The James Hart School baseball team placed second in the Illinois Elementary School Association
state tournament in Peoria. Above, they pose for photos with state champ, Coal City, after the
championship game on Oct. 3rd. More on page 3.
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Dockweiler Award
Winners Announced

The Robots Are Coming Are Here

Four District #153 students have
been honored for outstanding
student achievement by the Board
of Education.
The students were presented with
the 2014-15 "Tom Dockweiler
Award" which celebrates students
who showed great academic
improvement last year. The annual
award is presented to one student
in each of our four schools and is
named in honor of Thomas
Dockweiler, a former school board
member who retired from the
board in 2007 after 21 years of
service.
Congratulations to all!

Millennium School 5th-graders are delighting in Above, 5th-graders Jenna Simpson, Nicole McLaughlin
a new "special" to the school this year: robotics. and Anaika Fykes-Coleman work on programming their
Throughout the year, students will take turns
Lego robots to move.
rotating into Ms. Nigro's class to build Lego
Mind Storm robots. Then using their iPads, they
learn programming and coding skills to make
"It's a great way to spur kids' imagination and
their robots move and perform in various ways. build their problem-solving skills," said Nigro.
Haley Rampage, James Hart School

Patriot’s Day in 153: Thanking Local Heroes
District 153 schools, staff and students were decked out in red,
white and blue on September 11th
in observance of Patriot’s Day.
Grace Gallus, Millennium School

Mason Richert, Churchill School

In addition, students throughout the
District were engaged in writing
thank you cards and letters to local first responders at the Homewood Fire and Police Departments.
Churchill School invited members
from both departments to participate in a very special scavenger
hunt. Each classroom wrote a poem
or letter and presented their local
heroes with a piece of a puzzle.
Back at their respective departments, fire and police officers put
the puzzle together to create a
work of art.
Right, Homewood firefighters show off
their completed puzzle.

Nathan Ford , Willow School

Above, Kindergartners
Jason Weinstein, Adelaide Kempe, Soren
Siebert, Payton O’Neil,
Vanessa Esparza, Leia
Andrews get practice
signing their names to
their class thank you
card to the Homewood
Police.
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Baseball/Softball Comes to James Hart

Above, James Hart softball player Jayla Matela at bat
in the school district’s first-ever softball game.

“We’ve been surveying students for the past
few years to find out what kinds of activities
and sports they wanted to see at James Hart.
Baseball and softball have always been at the
top of the list,” said Principal Scott McAlister.

District 153’s First
Baseball/Softball
Players

By partnering with Homewood Baseball and
Softball, District 153 was able to borrow
equipment and use field space in creating the
new James Hart programs.

James Hart Baseball
Cole Anderson
Cecil Archbold
Alexander Barrera
Anthony Caldanaro
Gallien Coupet
Jayden Cox
Collin Duntz
Nicholas Faso
Nico Galindo
Benjamin Hamer
Carlton Hondras
Jack Hurley
Jmaes Johnson
Nicholas Johnson
John Pohrte
Myles Prado
Austin Smailes
David Winicky

And what an exciting inaugural season it was!
The boys’ team made it all the way to the state
championship, placing 2nd place in the state.

James Hart School added two new athletic
teams to its roster of extra curricular activities
available to students this year: baseball and
softball.

The girls’ team dominated its conference and
turned in a very respectable season record of
8-3.

Speed Dating at James Hart
Kids at James Hart School have been speed
dating at school—speed dating with books, that
is.
Classes are visiting the media center and taking
3-minute turns at tables loaded with books.
Students are to pick one that attracts
them. Maybe they like the cover
art. Maybe it’s a clever title. They
spend the next minute or two
getting to know the book better
before the bell rings and they
move on to meet other books. They jot down
notes about the books they’d like to take
out from the library later.
Among the available titles are $1,000 of
new multi-cultural books awarded to
Maureen Daley, reading specialist at James
Hart School. Daley is the recipient of the
2015 Barack Obama Library Award from
the Illinois Reading Council (IRC). The award
was created in 2006 thanks to a gift to the
IRC from (then) Senator Obama and is given
each year to one Illinois educator for
exemplary efforts to “get more kids
reading.”

For the History
Books:

Tahtyanna Baker
(far left) and
Shahid Evans
(left) get to know
as many books
as possible during their class’
speed dating
exercise.

MAUREEN DALEY
2015 Barack Obama Library
Award Winner

Accompanied by colleague Ellen Noonan, Daley Daley’s favorite thing about speed dating?
attended the IRC conference in October to pick
up the award thanks to professional
“I’m getting so many requests from kids who
development grants from Foundation 153.
want to date a book right now.”

James Hart Softball
Ella Bohlman
Rebecca Brandt
Chloe Castady
Emily Corona
Catherine Donahue
Tacy Graham
Keshawn King
Alexis Marcano
Jayla Matela
Alayna Moore
Emma Murphy
Natalia Ojeda
Eliza Rex
Allison Ryan
Olivia Sowacke
Zoey Vitolka
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Churchill School
1300 West 190th Street
708.798.3424
Cece Coffey, Principal
Nicole Kerr, Asst. Principal

Why are District 153 schools
open on Veteran’s Day?

District 153 is trying something new for
Veteran’s Day 2015—holding classes.
“Instead of a day off school watching TV
or playing video games, we thought it
might be a great opportunity for students
to learn more about the sacrifices of those
who served and show their appreciation,”
said Superintendent Dr. Dale Mitchell.
The District will host a breakfast for
veterans at school with students acting as
servers and providing entertainment.
Other activities are planned, too, such as
letter writing and making artwork for both
veterans and active military members.

Millennium School
18211 Aberdeen Street
708.799.8697
David McAtee, Principal
Mary Kay Gardiner, Asst. Principal
Jack Gaham, Dean of Students

James Hart School
18220 Morgan Street
708.799.5544
Scott McAlister, Principal
Laura Ugo, Asst. Principal
John Ugo, Dean of Students

state because of our limited cash
reserves. We need to consider further
spending reductions and/or increases in
Moreover, proposed property tax freezes, revenues.
pension reform and education funding
reform legislation (at least every funding
Going forward we need to answer the
reform proposal to date) would have very questions:
serious negative financial implications for
District 153.
 What is our vision for the school
district’s future?
As for expenditures, I think we’ve done a
 What’s our plan to get there?
good job controlling expenses on those
items that we have some control over. Our We will begin the process of answering
current labor contract that links salary
those questions and planning our mutual
increases to CPI is extremely helpful. And future at two special school board
we’ve negotiated favorable service
meetings on Wednesday, Oct. 28 and
contracts for such big ticket items as
Monday, Nov. 9. Both meetings will be at
copiers and other technologies. Of course, 7pm in the James Hart/Millennium
there are those things over which we have cafetorium.
very little, if any, control, such as insurance
premiums or broken sewer mains.
I encourage you to attend one or both
meetings to learn more, ask questions, and
Despite the roadblocks put in our path,
offer your ideas.
District 153 continues to improve every
year and deliver high levels of service for Sincerely,
kids even though we spend below the state
average per pupil.
Letter from the Superintendent
(Continued from page 1)

Nevertheless, District 153 will be required
to submit a deficit reduction plan to the

Dr. Dale Mitchell, Superintendent

