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Let’s set the pace
GO ROADRUNNERS!
“Fall has always been my favorite season. The time when everything bursts
with its last beauty, as if nature had been saving up all year for the grand
finale.” ― Lauren DeStefano
Thanksgiving season is right around the corner bringing with it festivities,
busyness, and the opportunity to reflect on the things we are thankful for. I am
so grateful to work in a community that values children. The staff and parents
at Camino Grove truly strive to enrich the lives of each and every child on our
campus.
Thank you for another successful Student Led Conference Week. It is always a
great sight to see teachers, students, and parents working together as a
community to help students achieve their very best. If you have not yet had a
chance to meet with your child’s teacher, I encourage you to make an
appointment. This is a great opportunity to see what is happening in the
classroom, ask questions, and learn about your child’s progress.
I would also like to thank our families for joining PTA and supporting the
direct donation fundraiser. Your support goes directly to changing the lives of
students at Camino Grove. Thank you for your continued support; you truly
make our school a better place.
The month of October brought about many new and exciting opportunities,
one of which was the Grand Opening of the Arcadia Unified School District
Performing Arts Center. The opening of this center has been a long awaited
dream come true for the community of Arcadia. I hope that you had the chance
to experience the new Performing Arts Center. Some of our students, along
with Longley Way and Dana, took center stage at the Performing Arts Center.
The students hosted a 90 minute show displaying their incredible talents. I am
so proud of each and every student who participated in this grand opening
event. As always, I am amazed by the caliber of talent students possess here in
Arcadia.
Finally, I am so thankful that the sweet sounds of banging hammers have
returned to Camino Grove. Construction is up and running in full force. If you
would like to know more about the progress of construction you can visit
www.ausd.net. On the main page there is a link for construction updates. Click
on that link to get weekly construction updates and view pictures of our
progress.
Thank you for your continued support.
Danae Popovich
Principal
Sincerely,
Danae Popovich
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Calendar of Events


Oct 29 – Nov 2 – Red Ribbon Week



Nov 1 – Earning 4 Learning begins



Nov 1 – CPK Family Dinner Night



Nov 5 – PTA Meeting at 6:15 pm



Nov 8 – Fresh & Easy Night, 4-8 pm



Nov 12 – Veteran’s Day Holiday



Nov 13 – Make-up Picture Day



Nov 15 – Dave & Busters PowerCard
sale begins



Nov 19-23 – Thanksgiving Vacation



Nov. 30 – Minimum Day



Dec. 13 – Johnny Rockets Night



Dec. 21 – Winter Holiday Class party



Dec. 24 – Jan 4 – Winter Vacation

Message from our PTA President, Jen Aston

Dear Camino Grove Parents and Families,

PTA Board Members 2012-2013

This fall has been and continues to be very eventful for the PTA
at Camino Grove. It has been such fun for all our families.
We have just wrapped up our membership drive and thank you
for becoming a PTA member. Those of you, who still want to
join, can at anytime. New members are always welcome. We
had a very successful McTeacher night. It was so amazing for
the children to watch their teachers in action at the restaurant.
Thank you to all the teachers who participated.
We are currently in the middle of our Direct Donation Drive. I
encourage you to support this drive by donating whatever
amount of money you are comfortable with. This drive allows us
to do less fundraising throughout the year while allocating 100%
of the revenue back to our teachers and student programs. This
makes classroom supplies, fieldtrips, assemblies, family fun
nights, teacher grants and many other Camino Grove activities
possible. Your checks can be made out to Camino Grove PTA. I
thank you in advance for supporting the programs designed to
enrich your child’s education.
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PTA MEETINGS – 2012
November 5 – 6:15 pm TBD

Finally, we are really looking forward to the Book Fair, Trunk or
Treat, Red Ribbon Week, CPK Day and Fresh and Easy Night.
Please look through your Caminotes , read your children’s flyers,
check on our Camino Grove website or email me for more
details.
All of these fall activities are financed and run by our PTA.
Thank you to everyone who helps make family activities
successful and fun; and thank you to all of you who come and
enjoy. Our goal is to enrich the lives of our children and their
families. Thank you for helping us make this happen.

Sincerely,
Jen Aston jenaston@me.com
Camino Grove PTA President
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PTA News
VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH
Every month PTA honors one of our many volunteers.
He/she receives an AMC gift card and a special parking
space to use during the month.

Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to the
Direct Donation Drive!

For the month of October 2012
PTA is happy to honor 3 volunteers:

It’s not too late to give!

Jonie Tsuji, Leticia Berrios, & Joy Cheng

Checks may be made out to
Camino Grove PTA.
100% of your donations go towards
providing assemblies, school supplies,
teacher grants and more.

Jonie is the Ways and Means Vice President. She
has worked throughout the summer and fall to
ensure that the fundraisers for Camino Grove are
booked, organized and within budget. Jonie has
been hard at work organizing McTeacher night, the
Direct Donation Drive, Fresh and Easy receipt
program, Dave and Busters power card sales and
everything else coming up this year. Jonie has
accomplished so much for Camino Grove while busy
working at her new job and raising two fantastic
boys. This is a woman who does it all. A blessing to
our community.
Leticia is the Membership Chair person for Camino
Grove. This is a very big job that starts early in the
summer. Leticia was busy preparing everything for
back to school, organized the Kindergarten
Welcome, helped at the Ice Cream Social and has
followed and tracked each family’s progress on
buying a membership. Over the past two months
Leticia has been present and willing to help
wherever needed. She is such a gift to our
community.
Joy is the Publicity Vice President for Camino Grove.
She has worked diligently on converting the
Caminotes to paper from digital; she updates the
boards outside the MPR on a very regular basis; she
tracks and documents all PTA events on the
website, calendar and in Caminotes. Joy ensures
that the Camino Grove community knows what is
going on, when and where. Joy’s communication
skills have been so important during this busy fall.
Camino Grove Elementary School

Stay Connected!

Sign-up for weekly e-mails on the
latest Camino Grove News!
Note: Camino Grove’s e-mail list server is
not the same as e-mails you receive from
phone blast. In order to receive Stay
Connected e-mails, you are required to
register your e-mail address on Camino
Grove’s website.
To sign-up:
Go on-line to cg.ausd.net.
Click on the “Parents” tab.
Click on the “Camino Grove email list
server.”
Follow the screen instructions.
E-mails will include electronic copies of
weekly school and PTA announcements, as
well as monthly upcoming calendar event
reminders and occasional important district
updates. Your e-mail will only be used for
school/PTA announcements and updates.
All e-mails are reviewed and generated by
Camino Grove’s administration staff.
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PTA News
California Pizza Kitchen
Fundraising Event
November 1, 2012
All day long!
Just bring in the flyer, present it
to your server, and 20% of your
check will be donated to Camino
Grove. Purchases include dinein, take-out, catering and all
beverages!
California Pizza Kitchen
Westfield Santa Anita Mall
(next to Macy’s)
704-364-6280

Thursday, November 8,
from 4 – 8 pm
Come shop at the Fresh &
Easy at 133 E. Foothill
Blvd. in Arcadia.
5% of all proceeds will go to
Camino Grove!

Bring your Fresh & Easy Market receipts totaling $20 or more
to the Camino Grove office.
Our nearest Fresh & Easy is at 133 E. Foothill Blvd. (near Second Ave)
Camino Grove Elementary School
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PTA News
Camino Grove’s McTeacher Night
Thank you to the Camino Grove staff for making McTeacher Night a huge
success! The students and their family and friends had such fun. It was like
a giant party at McDonalds. There were balloons, cookie coupons, tons of
people and lots of yummy food. Best of all, we raised $895.23 for our school!
Thank you to everyone for your support!

PTA Calendar of Events
NOVEMBER
1 – April 30, 2013 – Earning 4 Learning
Program
1 (Thursday) - CPK Family Dinner Night
5 (Monday) - PTA Meeting at 6:15pm

October’s SCRIP Promotion

8 (Thurs) – Fresh & Easy Night from 4 - 8 pm
You
can purchase
SCRIP inDay
the Holiday
office
12 (Monday)
– Veteran’s
Monday – Friday, 7:30 am – 4:00 pm.
13 (Tuesday) - Make-up Picture Day
For every $50.00 you spend your student
15 – Dave & Busters PowerCard Sale begins
will receive a front-of-the-line lunch pass!
19-23 – Thanksgiving Vacation
This promotion will run from 8/29/12 to
30 (Friday)
– Minimum
Day
9/28/12.
If you
shop at Pavilions
or
Ralph’s, simply bring in your receipts
(dated during this time frame showing your
community partners or qualifying escrip
purchases).
Buying SCRIP helps Camino Grove and
costs you
nothing extra!
Camino Grove Elementary
School
October 2012

Office Depot is taking care of
education!
Every time you shop at Office Depot,
please ask that your purchase be
credited to Camino Grove. We receive
credits equal to 5% of your qualifying
purchases to use for free school
supplies when you do this!
Camino Grove’s ID Number is:
70005674
If you don’t have this number when you
are shopping, just give the clerk our
school’s name and they will look it up
and give us credit. Thanks so much for
your support of Camino Grove!
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Classroom News
Paws for a Cause Visit Camino Grove Elementary School
By Mrs. Conroy

Mrs. Conroy
Fourth Grade

“The Guide Dogs are here!” cheered my 10-year-old 4th grader, Max, as he
hung up our classroom phone. It was 8:58 a.m., Friday, October 5. As class
phone operator, he had just been notified by the office that our furry visitors had
finally arrived at Camino Grove. We had been anticipating their arrival for two
weeks. Along with 3 other 4th grade classes, we had done the following
preparation for their visit: boned up on Guide Dogs of America literature
provided by GDA; made thinking maps and taken an assessment to show our
learning; collected donations of blankets, towels, and toys for the puppies and
dogs that live at the Sylmar training facility; watched puppies live on the GDA
web site puppy cam; read literature in our curriculum focused on blindness; and
acted out proper guide dog etiquette, such as never distracting a working guide
dog and talking to the owner, not the dog.
As 4th graders funneled through the auditorium doors for the GDA assembly,
they were greeted by two 13-month-old Labrador Retrievers, donning yellow
GDA training jackets. Though brothers, one of the pups was black and the
other was yellow. Students cooed, “Ooh!” and “Ahh!” as they spotted the dogs
wagging their tails excitedly and cooling off their wooly coats with pink, panting
tongues. Puppy raisers, Carol Jarvis and Diana Snyder, then introduced the
pups-in-training as “Cooper” and “Aiden,” as the dogs stretched out on the
linoleum flooring like carefree siblings on vacation. It was hard to believe that
they could someday be a life-changing partner for a person with blindness,
guiding them through a crowded street with ease, or helping them start up a
social conversation at a Starbucks café. If they passed the program, which only
60% of pups-in-training are able to accomplish, they would be services dogs for
up to 8 years (most guide dogs retire between the age of 8 and 10).
Demonstrating to students one of many challenges facing people who can’t see,
Synder stepped up onto one of the auditorium stage stairs. She asked students
to imagine how hard it would be to walk up those steps if they couldn’t see and
had no partner to guide them. Though only 21, Synder is already in her 6th year
as a volunteer puppy raiser. In that capacity, she has seen first-hand how her
puppies have enhanced the lives of their eventual blind partners.
Though she took a year off here and there, Jarvis, 66, has been a volunteer
puppy raiser for over 20 years. She shared with students that though raising
and training one guide dog costs GDA about $42,000, service comes free of
charge to those blind or visually impaired who qualify. As puppy raisers, Jarvis
and Synder work with a GDA pup from the time they are about 7 weeks old until
they are a year and a half. They then have to say goodbye to the pup so that it
can advance to formal training for an additional 4 to 6 months at the Guide
Dogs of America facility in Sylmar. Though this is hard for puppy raisers to do,
most tears shed are tears of joy for the new owner, whose life will dramatically
change for the better because of their service dog.

Camino Grove Elementary School
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Classroom News

Mrs. Conroy
Fourth Grade

As the assembly concluded, students were given a special treat – being
allowed to pet the pups. Cooper and Aiden lay on the floor like sedated
patients on a vet’s surgery table, as 132 sets of wiggly hands stroked their
coats, touched their yellow training jackets, and shook their paws. It was as if
these dogs knew they must endure this prodding for a greater cause, as
acting ambassadors for the Guide Dogs of America program. Our hats go off
to these devoted creatures and the dedicated GDA puppy raisers and
trainers who help lead them down their noble path, guiding a blind or visually
impaired person to a fuller, less isolated life.

Camino Grove 4th graders hold donations they have collected, enjoy sitting
next to GDA pups-in-training, and volunteer puppy raiser, Carol Jarvis.
From left to right: bottom row – Samantha, Matthew, “Aiden” (GDA pup-intraining), and Sydnee. Top Row: Cisco, Issac, Leo, Ashley, and Quinn.
Standing - volunteer puppy raiser, Carol Jarvis, next to “Cooper”, (GDA pupin-training).

Camino Grove Elementary School

October 2012

Page 7 of 7

