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During your high school years, you will be making several
important educational and career decisions. To assist you
in this decision-making process, we have prepared this
Educational Planning Guide.
This comprehensive student planning guide has been
prepared by the school district in cooperation with the high
school counseling offices and is issued in hopes that you
will use it as a permanent reference throughout your
freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior years. It contains
information about graduation requirements, academic and
co-curricular opportunities, college entrance requirements,
and various other facts important to your success in high
school, college, and/or the career you choose to follow.
This planning guide is intended to be used in consultation
with guidance and career center personnel at the high
schools. The counseling department and college/career
center can provide in-depth information about each of the
topics contained herein and is eager to assist you and your
parents in designing a high school program that best meets
your individual needs.
College admission and other requirements are subject to
change, and the District plans to update this booklet
annually to reflect any such changes.
I urge you to place this guide in your notebook or some
other safe place so that you can use it (or any
supplementary revisions) as a reference throughout your
high school years.
Donald B. Austin, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools
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GENERAL INFORMATION

ACCREDITATION
Palos Verdes Peninsula High School (PVPHS) is a 4-year comprehensive public high school, nationally
recognized for academic excellence and fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
(WASC).
HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM
The Counseling Office is staffed with credentialed School Counselors specifically assigned to help students
with their educational and career plans and personal development. Students are assigned to a School
Counselor alphabetically by last name and work with the same counselor through graduation.
One of the School Counselor’s primary objectives is to assist students in planning courses of study which best
meet their individual needs, abilities, interests, and plans for the future. Counselors also help students make
decisions regarding the following:


graduation requirements



educational planning



curriculum selection



career exploration



college entrance requirements



scholarship applications



financial aid for college



personal development



social and emotional support

School Counselors are available to assist students throughout the school year. Students are able to make an
appointment to speak with their Counselor by completing a “Request to See Counselor“ form. Conferences
are scheduled whenever a student, parent, teacher, or School Counselor deems it necessary. Students are
also encouraged to speak with their Counselor on a “drop in” basis before school, during Panther Time or
break, lunchtime, or after school.
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School Counselors meet with students individually throughout the school day. In addition, Counselors meet
with their students in group settings for grade level conference presentations and one on one to review the
student’s individual record and discuss college and career plans. During their sophomore year, a special
counseling program has been designed to give students and parents an opportunity to review the student’s
individual record and discuss college and career plans in depth with the School Counselor. The conferences
are conducted during the spring throughout the daytime and evening so that services are more readily
available to working parents.
Throughout the year, the Counseling Office provides specialized counseling lessons and workshops for
students during the school day and after school. Evening presentations and workshops address current
topics that relate to high school students. Visit http://pvphs.pvpusd.net/apps/pages/Counseling for
upcoming events.
Besides addressing the needs of current PVPHS students, during the spring, Counselors also meet in small
groups and individually with all incoming 8th grade students. Two evening workshops in April are offered to
parents to lay the groundwork for a successful high school experience. For more information regarding
upcoming events for incoming 8th grade students, visit “Incoming Panthers” at http://pvphs.pvpusd.net/
apps/pages/IncomingPanthers
Counselors do not work during the summer, so any questions which arise during that time should be
addressed to the Associate Principal—Counseling.
In addition to the school’s counselors, PVPHS has a Student Support Specialist, Barbara Gani
ganib@pvpusd.net who is available everyday on a walk-in basis in the Peninsula High Student Center.
Besides drop-in support, Ms. Gani provides individual counseling, group therapy, and emergency and crisis
intervention. She is available to consult with parents regarding issues with their teens and to meet with
students individually for personal needs. She can also provide students/families with counseling referrals.

Page 2

DEVELOPING A FOUR-YEAR PLAN

Students should develop a four-year plan for high school. Courses taken at one grade level generally prepare
students for work taken in succeeding grade levels. The courses students elect to take in high school should
depend on several factors, including:
•

the occupation or career the student hopes to pursue.

•

the college or university the student plans to attend.



the student’s special interests and abilities.

In developing a four-year plan, it is recommended that the student:
•

Review graduation requirements.

•

Become familiar with college requirements and prerequisites for future educational or career goals.

•

Remember that one of the most important factors in determining college admission eligibility is the
pattern of college preparatory course work taken in high school.

•

Keep in mind that a strong pattern of course work is especially important for students planning entry
into the more selective colleges and universities and/or competitive majors.

Students are encouraged to use Naviance in developing a four-year plan.
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TIMELINE FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING

FRESHMEN
• Attend Freshman Conferences in
the fall
• Visit the College Career Center
• Begin a list of activities and
awards
• Participate in community service
projects, school clubs, sports,
etc.
• Take the interest inventory in the
College Career Center.
• Study for mid-year and final
exams

JUNIORS
• Take academic classes
• Take the PSAT in October
• Participate in community service,
school clubs, sports, etc.
• Explore interests

• Attend Senior Conferences in the fall

• Complete one (1) official SAT or
ACT Test by the end of junior
year

• Take academic classes
• Participate in community service,
high school clubs, sports, etc.

• Study for mid-year and final
exams

• Take the PSAT in Oct. (optional)

• Maintain grades

• Keep activity and awards
updated

• Make plans for the summer,
including internships, special
programs, college visits, summer
jobs, etc.

• Attend the evening presentation
on college entrance exams

• Attend the lunchtime sessions offered
by the College Career Center

• Sign up to take the SAT/SAT
Subject Test or ACT test

• Attend Junior Conference in the
spring

• Attend a College Fair

• Create a college application checklist

• Retake the SAT Test or ACT and
SAT Subject Tests, if necessary

• Attend the lunchtime sessions in
the spring offered by the College
Career Center

• Use the summer break to expand
experiences and visit colleges
whenever possible.

• Take academic classes, preferably
including math and science

• Visit the College Career Center

• Attend a College Fair

SOPHOMORES

SENIORS

• Consider using the summer
break to begin college
applications, create a college
resume, and begin college
essays

• Attend college representative visits in
the College Career Center
• Create a college resume, if
necessary
• Request letters of recommendations,
if applicable
• Submit all paperwork to the counselor
• Complete all college applications
• Send a high school transcript to each
college with the secondary school
report and a mid-year transcript in
February, if applicable
• Maintain grades
• Request a final transcript be sent to
the chosen college
• Enjoy senior class activities
• Attend the Alumni Panel in May
• Complete the Senior Survey
• Study for mid-year and final exams

• Attend the individual sophomore
counseling appointment with
parents
• Take the SAT Subject test in
June, if applicable
• Study for mid-year and final exams
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Use the form below to develop a four-year plan. List the courses you plan to take each semester you are in high school.
Consider graduation requirements and college entrance requirements.
SUMMER SESSION

(1)

(2)
1st Semester

FRESHMAN

SUMMER SESSION

2nd Semester

(1)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(4)

(4)

(5)

(5)

(6)

(6)

(1)

(2)
1st Semester

SOPHOMORE

SUMMER SESSION

2nd Semester

(1)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(4)

(4)

(5)

(5)

(6)

(6)

(1)

(2)
1st Semester

JUNIOR

SUMMER SESSION

2nd Semester

(1)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(4)

(4)

(5)

(5)

(6)

(6)

(1)

(2)
1st Semester

SENIOR

2nd Semester

(1)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(4)

(4)

(5)

(5)

(6)

(6)
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PALOS VERDES PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
I.

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

220 credits

Each one-semester course is equal to 5 credits
II. SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS
English -- (Including ELD 1, 2, & 3, and Reading/Writing Skills 2, 3, & 4)

40 credits

English 1

10 credits

English 2

10 credits

English 3

10 credits

English 4

10 credits

Mathematics -- (Including completion of Algebra 1)

20 credits

Science

20 credits
Biological Science

10 credits

Physical Science

10 credits

Social Science

30 credits

World History and Geography

10 credits

United States History

10 credits

American Government

5 credits

Economics

5 credits

Physical Education -- (A course each semester during 9th and 10th grades)

20 credits

VPA/ World Languages /CTE

20 credits

Successful completion of one of the following patterns:
VPA

World Language

CTE

Pattern 1

0 credits

10 credits

10 credits

Pattern 2

10 credits

10 credits

0 credits

Pattern 3

10 credits

0 credits

10 credits

Electives -- (Any classes above and beyond the subject requirements)

70 credits

III. CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENT
A student must maintain a record of good citizenship
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PALOS VERDES PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST
Use the chart below to indicate courses/requirements you have completed toward meeting the District’s high school
graduation requirements. Check the appropriate subject and semester as you complete each requirement.
Subject Requirements:
English (8 Semesters)

Mathematics (4 Semesters)

(Including ESL, Reading/Writing Skills 2, 3 and 4)

(Including completion of Algebra I)

English 1
English 2

________________

English 3

Social Science (6 semesters)

English 4

World History

Science (4 Semesters)

US History

Biological

Government

Physical

Economics

________________

Physical Education (4 Semesters)
Ninth Grade
Tenth Grade

VPA/World Languages /CTE (4 Semesters)
No more than two semesters of any one group may satisfy the requirement.

___________10 credits
Credit Requirements (220)

__________10 credits

Ninth Grade

(60) _________

Tenth Grade

(60) _________

Eleventh Grade

(50) _________

Twelfth Grade

(50) _________

Total Completed

_________

Requirements must be satisfied to qualify for graduation. Students who lack more than five credits
will not be permitted to participate in the graduation ceremonies.
Students must complete Algebra 1 to earn a high school diploma.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENT
The Physical Fitness Test, known as the Fitnessgram, is required by the state of California to collect data
about the fitness of students in the state. It is administered to students in grades 5, 7, and 9. As of July 1,
2007, all 9th grade students must pass five of the six standards on the Physical Fitness Test. If a student does
not pass the Physical Fitness Test in the 9th grade they must retake the test in the spring of 10th grade. The
test is offered once every academic year between February 1 and May 31. The six standards measured on
the test are:
1) aerobic capacity
2) body composition
3) abdominal strength and endurance
4) trunk extensor strength and flexibility
5) upper body strength and endurance
6) flexibility

CONTINUATION EDUCATION

The continuation high school program at Rancho Del Mar offers an alternative educational program for
students with needs that cannot be met in the conventional high school. It provides students with


opportunities to complete an individualized course of study leading to a high school diploma.



opportunities to benefit from guidance and counseling services designed to meet their special and
individual needs.



opportunities for students to participate in additional programs that address their educational
needs, such as: SoCal ROC enrollment; work experience; Project Ego; Community College.



opportunities to develop attitudes and skills that lead to becoming productive and contributing
members of society.

To enter the continuation high school, students must


be sixteen (16) years of age or older;



request placement through their high school counselor and Associate Principal; and



attend a pre-admission conference with Rancho Del Mar High School Principal and the student’s
parent/guardian.

Students enrolled in the continuation school program are required to meet the same subject, credit, and
competency requirements for graduation as students at Palos Verdes Peninsula High School.
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COURSES
All courses offered at the high school level are reviewed annually and are included in the master schedule,
contingent upon minimum enrollment criteria. Course descriptions are included in the High School Course
Description Handbook 2018-2019 and are posted at https://pvphs.pvpusd.net/apps/pages/AcademicsHome.

HONORS, ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND ACCELERATED-LEVEL COURSES
Honors, advanced placement and accelerated-level courses are offered each year in science, English, social
science, foreign language, mathematics, and the arts if minimum enrollment requirements are satisfied. The
course of study in each of these classes provides challenging educational experiences with emphasis on
extensive writing, evaluation, analysis, inquiry, discovery, individual study, and in-depth discussion. Students
are placed in honors, advanced placement, and accelerated-level courses as set forth in Administrative
Regulation 6141.5

Placement Procedures
1.

The basis for placement shall be the criteria set forth in Board Policy 6141.5.

2.

Placement of students in such classes shall be determined by one or more of the following criteria:
a.

Teacher recommendation; the strongest predictor of success

b.

Grade of "B" or better in a prerequisite course

c.

A score of “advanced” on the California Standards Test (CST)

d.

Student's potential for success in the course as evidenced by high motivation

e

Counselor and/or Principal may determine placement

f.

A parent's/student's written request (on a space-available basis, only) for courses for which there
is no placement test

Parent/student requests for placement, which are exceptions to the stated placement criteria, shall be initiated in
writing by the student and/or parent/guardian and shall be submitted to the principal or designee. A conference with
the student and parent/guardian shall be held to review the request. If the request is granted, the student and
parent/guardian shall be required to sign a waiver indicating that placement is probationary and dependent upon
student success and performance.

HONORS COURSES
Honors courses provide accelerated high school level instruction for academically-talented students. They are
different from corresponding regular high school courses in terms of extended content and additional
workload. They include research using primary sources in writing detailed reports or using supplementary
materials usually found at the college level.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
Advanced Placement (AP) courses provide college-equivalent instruction to academically-talented high school
students who are expected to achieve the quality of work ordinarily required of college freshmen. The
Advanced Placement program offers students the opportunity to earn university credit while enrolled in
courses on Peninsula High School campus. The Advanced Placement courses are designed to prepare
students for the Advanced Placement examinations administered by the College Entrance Examination Board
(CEEB).

The CEEB’s Advanced Placement examinations are administered each spring to verify that students are
competent in those AP subjects in which they are enrolled and are used to demonstrate college level
proficiency. A score of “3” on a scale of “1” to “5” is recognized by most universities as sufficient for college
credit. In addition, students may earn up to one year of university credit in a subject area. Many students
enter college with advanced freshman or, in some cases, sophomore standing.

High School Honors and Advanced Placement courses are strongly recommended for eligible students
because of their academically-challenging content; however, students should be realistic about their abilities.
A student earning “C’s” and/or “D’s” in Honors and Advanced Placement courses should meet with his/her
School Counselor to reassess course plans and educational objectives.

ACCELERATED-LEVEL COURSES
In addition to Honors and Advanced Placement courses, Peninsula High School also offers the following
Accelerated-Level courses:


Advanced Calculus—the next course in the Calculus sequence that begins with AP Calculus BC.
Its content parallels that which would be found in a third semester college Calculus course.



Computer Science 2 Advanced Projects—an accelerated course for students who demonstrate
exceptional talent in computer programming in Computer Science AP and are able to work with little
supervision.



Einstein’s Relativity & Quantum Physics—this accelerated course requires concurrent enrollment in
AP Calculus and AP Physics C.
ADVANCED PROJECTS

Advanced Project classes are designed for students who have already completed all required coursework in a
given subject area. Students work under the direction of the instructor. Prior approval of the
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Elective Options Pathways
Engineering Pathways
English Language Development (ELD) Pathways
English/Language Arts Pathways
Fine and Practical Arts Pathways
Mathematics Pathways
Performing Arts Pathways
Science Pathways
Social Science Pathways
World Language Pathways
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The Peninsula High School SMERT program, an acronym for our comprehensive program in science, math,
engineering, research, and technology follows a proven hands-on, real-world approach to problem-solving and
learning. Students are introduced to a variety of scientific principles, mathematical concepts, engineering
fields, robotics, and technological skills. Students learn and apply the design process, acquire strong
teamwork and communication proficiencies, and develop organizational, critical-thinking, and problem-solving
skills. Students use industry-leading 3D design software, state-of-the-art computer labs, 3D printers, CNC
machines, and other software.
The SMERT program seeks to kindle an interest in its underlying subjects for all students, including those who
have never thought that such subjects were for them, with an ultimate goal of enhancing their college and
career readiness through hands-on learning and real-world applications available through conference
attendance, industry internships, mentoring of younger students, and competitions at local, state, and national
levels.
Peninsula SMERT students compete regionally and nationally on various competition teams - FIRST Robotics
Competition Team 2637 (international), Cyber Patriot, Science

Olympiad, Science Bowl, Ocean Bowl,

Technology Student Association (TSA), Math, Physics, and Solar Engineering teams. Students also intern
with local industries, serve as mentors to others, and participate in conferences.

Science Research
Our Science Research program has long been recognized for its innovative and hands-on opportunities for
students, and enables them to conduct individual research projects with real world applications in both the
physical and life sciences. Along the way, students have opportunities to learn from professionals working in a
variety of settings, including universities, hospitals, and industry. Student research is ultimately presented at
our local science fair, and Peninsula students have a long record of earning additional recognition at state,
national, and international science fair competitions.
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Southern California Regional Occupational Center
2300 Crenshaw Boulevard Torrance, California 90501
www.socalroc.com

Southern California Regional Occupational Center (SoCal ROC) is a career technical education center that
prepares students through hands on learning for their future careers and/or college.


Emphasis is on developing proficiency, which can be used in an entry-level job.



Students work toward their professional goals by taking multiple courses within their career path.



Highly skilled instructors teach specialized skills.



Classes are offered at multiple times a day to meet the needs and schedules of high school
students: 12:45 p.m., 3:45 p.m., and 6:45 p.m.



Free bus transportation is provided to and from SoCal ROC.



SoCal ROC issues a Certificate of Competency or Completion upon the student’s completion of
the course.



District schools give credit for SoCal ROC attendance.



No fees are charged for high school students.

A student may attend SoCal ROC if he/she is a sophomore, junior or senior attending high school and a
resident of one of the six participating school districts. Freshman may enroll in “The Exciting World of
Engineering” course. Students can work with their SoCal ROC advisor at their school to enroll in a course.
Courses are offered to high school students during the Fall and Spring semesters.
The five different schools which offer courses include:


School of Art and Design



School of Engineering and Design



School of Finance and Business



School of Health Sciences



School of Public and Consumer Services

For further information on SoCal ROC classes, visit the Counseling Office.
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WORK EXPERIENCE AND CAREER EXPLORATION

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
The work experience program qualifies for high school elective credit. In this program, students gain practical
experience in a variety of jobs in industry, business, or the professions. They receive grades and school
credit for work and related instruction assignments. Up to forty (40) credits may be applied toward the total
graduation credit requirement through successful completion of a work experience program(s). Students
should consult with their counselor regarding related restrictions that may apply to this 40-credit maximum.
Credit is allocated as follows:
•

10 hours per week (weekly flexible hours) = 5 credits per semester

•

20 hours per week (weekly flexible hours) = 10 credits per semester

Transportation is the responsibility of the student. Students may be employed at a job selected and approved
by the work experience coordinator, or they may obtain their own jobs, subject to the approval of the
coordinator. Under the provisions of the program, the student receives related classroom instruction/
counseling and a minimum of two on-site contacts by the coordinator each semester.
CAREER EXPLORATION/WORK INTERNSHIPS
Students in Grade 11 and Grade 12 who are interested in future career exploration may participate in
summer or semester programs. Internships are scheduled at various businesses, professional offices, and
industrial educational facilities. Weekly instructional classes help to supplement field participation. Individual
interviews are required for appropriate placement. Students develop journals and portfolios pertinent to their
involvement in career exploration.
Credit is allocated as follows:
•

5 hours per week = 5 credits per semester

•

10 hours per week = 10 credits per semester
PROJECT EGO

Project Ego is a unique community-based program designed to offer career direction and experience to high
school seniors. Students are required to attend semi-monthly seminars conducted by community business
professionals and psychology interns. Students are eligible for the Project Ego Program based on counselor
recommendations.
Project Ego, which was conceived by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Education Foundation, is currently
sponsored by the Sunset Rotary in cooperation with the District.
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SUMMER PROGRAMS

A summer school program is offered to high school students at no fee in the following areas:


English Language development (dependent on State funding)



Intervention courses in math and/or English (dependent on State funding)



Makeup classes needed by twelfth graders for graduation

Other summer classes are offered on a fee basis at district facilities through the Peninsula Education
Foundation on a 3-week (semester) or 6-week (yearlong) program. Summer session information and
application forms are available at www.pvpss.com.
SPECIAL SUMMER PROGRAMS
Many outstanding programs are available to students in addition to the summer school classes offered by the
District and the Peninsula Education Foundation. Some are specialized areas and highly competitive, while
others are designed to offer a broad, enriching experience in a college setting.
Students who are interested in enrolling in a summer course outside of the Palos Verdes Peninsula District
must complete an application prior to enrolling in the course. Applications may be obtained in the Counseling
Office.

COLLEGE CREDIT CLASSES

Community College credit courses in certain subject areas are offered after school on the Palos Verdes
Peninsula High School campus. Students must receive their School Counselor’s approval to enroll in
Community College courses. With the prior approval of the Counselor, students may take approved college
and university courses for high school credit. Students who plan to use college work for high school credit
must file the appropriate forms in the Counseling Office. College work for high school credit is not intended
to duplicate courses available at the high school. For further information, please contact your School
Counselor regarding credit for approved college level courses.
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COURSE WORKLOAD AND HOMEWORK

All students are encouraged to take six classes or the equivalent each semester. Freshmen and sophomores
must enroll in a minimum of six classes. Juniors are required to enroll in a minimum of five classes and
seniors must enroll in a minimum of four classes. Classes meet daily between the hours of
7:00 a.m.-2:45 p.m., with individual class periods generally 53 minutes in length. The District allows students
to take as many classes as they wish above the minimum.

HOMEWORK

Homework is assigned to all students on a regular basis. Students in grades 9-12 can expect to be assigned
homework Monday through Friday. Homework is an extension of the work taught during the regular school
program. It provides for practice, review, makeup, reinforcement, and enrichment. The District homework
policy is based on the firm belief that homework helps students


master the concepts taught in the regular classroom, and



develop good study habits.

The amount of homework will vary with the program and with individual study habits. Some students require
more time than others to complete a given assignment. Every student should allow sufficient time for
homework which is personally required, generally two-and-one-half hours per academic subject per week.
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GRADING POLICY

Students at the high school level are graded on the basis of the following:


academic achievement in relation to other students at the same grade level; and



effort and attitude on an individual basis.

Academic and citizenship grades are reported to parents quarterly. Semester grades appear on the student
transcript as well as quarterly grades for Driver’s Education, PE/Sports and other quarterly classes.
Teachers will notify parents through an interim or a progress report when a student is in danger of failing a
course or receiving a “U” in citizenship.

PVPUSD COMPUTATION OF GRADE POINT AVERAGE

•

The high school TOTAL Grade Point Average (Total G.P.A.) is the average of all high school grades.

•

The high school ACADEMIC Grade Point Average (Academic G.P.A.) is the average of all high school
grades, except physical education/athletics.

•

Palos Verdes Peninsula High School does not calculate student rank.

•

Grades earned in honors, advanced placement, and certain other advanced-level classes are weighted.
•

Weighted courses are denoted on the transcript using a ”+”.

•

Grades earned in college level courses taken for high school credit are not weighted.

•

“D’s” and “F’s” are not weighted.

•

The PVPHS weighted grade policy allows a student to use a maximum number of five (5) weighted
courses for each semester.

•

Summer school grades are included in the following semester; they do not stand as a separate
semester.

•

Grades earned in courses taken for review or makeup are factored into the G.P.A.

•

Courses taken on a pass/fail or audit basis do not affect the G.P.A.

•

The high school transcript includes both un-weighted and weighted G.P.A.
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PVPHS COMPUTATION OF GRADE POINT AVERAGE
UN-WEIGHTED GRADE POINT AVERAGE
1. Count the number of five (5) credit courses in which you have earned an “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, or “F”.
2. Each “A” earns four (4) grade points, each “B” earns three (3) grade points, each “C” earns two (2) grade
points, each “D” earns one (1) grade point, and each “F” earns no grade points.
3. Find the total number of grade points.
4. Divide the total number of grade points by the number of five (5) credit courses you have taken.

WEIGHTED GRADE POINT AVERAGE
WEIGHTED GPA = UN-WEIGHTED GPA + (the number of semester weighted courses x 0.2)
The Following Courses are Weighted
English

English 1 Honors, English 2 Honors, English 3 Honors, AP English 4 Language,
AP English 4 Literature , AP Seminar, AP Research

VPA/CTE

Advanced Orchestra, Drama 1 Advanced, Drama 3 Advanced, Drama 4 Advanced, Jazz Band 2,
AP Music Theory, AP Studio Art 2D, AP Studio Art 3D, AP Studio Art Drawing & Painting,
AP Art History

World Language

Chinese 3 Honors, AP Chinese Language, French 3 Honors, AP French Language,
AP French Literature, Japanese 3 Honors, AP Japanese Language, Korean 3 and 4 Honors,
Latin 3 Honors, AP Latin Vergil, Spanish 3 Honors, AP Spanish Language,
AP Spanish Literature

Mathematics

Geometry Honors, Algebra 2 Honors, Pre-Calculus Honors, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC,
Advanced Calculus, AP Statistical Analysis, AP Computer Science (A),
AP Computer Science (AB) , AP Computer Science Principles

Science

Biology 1 Honors, AP Biology, Chemistry 1 Honors, AP Chemistry 2, AP Environmental Science,
Marine Biology H, Physics, AP Physics 1, AP Physics 2, Physics (C) AP, Physiology/Anatomy H

Social Studies

World History Honors, AP World History, AP European History, AP U.S. History,
AP American Government, AP Economics, AP Macro Economics, AP Psychology

NOTE: The University of California campuses use only grades in the “A-G” course pattern taken in the 10th and 11th
grades, to compute the grade point average for admission. Check the website of the particular school to determine how
to compute the grade point average for the entrance application.
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ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN CO-CURRICULAR AND
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
As a result of the enactment of state legislation, the Board of Education has adopted a comprehensive policy
to govern student participation in grades 7-12 in co-curricular and extra-curricular activities. District policy and
state law require that students have a record of satisfactory educational progress as a condition of
participation in school or District-sponsored co-curricular and extra-curricular activities, including athletics.
Specifically, students will be required to achieve a minimum overall grade point average of 2.0 in all classes
taken during the previous grading period as a condition of eligibility. Participating students are also required
to demonstrate a record of good citizenship, with no more than one unsatisfactory grade during the
immediately preceding grading period, and to maintain a record of regular attendance, with no more than
three (3) days of truancy in any one school year. The policy makes provisions for a probationary period of one
quarter, during which time the student is assigned to probationary status but remains eligible to participate and
compete.

The above requirements are supplementary to those stipulated by the Southern California Interscholastic
Federation (CIF).
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

The National Honor Society (NHS) is the nation’s premier organization established to recognize outstanding
high school students. More than just an honor roll, NHS serves to honor those students who have
demonstrated excellence in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service and Character. These
characteristics have been associated with membership in the organization since their beginnings in 1921.

Today, it is estimated that more than one million students participate in activities of the NHS. NHS chapters
are found in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, many U.S. Territories, and Canada. Chapter
membership not only recognizes students for their accomplishments, but challenges them to develop further
through active involvement in school activities and community service.

Students may apply for membership in either their junior or senior year (suggested application period is junior
year). The applications are available in H65 during the fall semester. The process by which students are
selected is based upon the four pillars of NHS: Scholarship, Leadership, Service, and Character. The
minimum GPA a student must have in order to be eligible to apply for membership in the Palos Verdes
Peninsula High School Chapter is an un-weighted cumulative one of 3.65 or higher.
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CALIFORNIA SCHOLARSHIP FEDERATION

PVPHS Chapter of California Scholarship Federation
California Scholarship Federation (CSF) is an organization that emphasizes high standards of scholarship and
community service for California high school students. It was founded in 1921 and it is the oldest scholarship
institution in the state of California.

What is CSF ?
California Scholarship Federation (CSF) honors outstanding high school students for their academic
excellence and community service and is recognized by colleges and universities throughout the country.
Students may join CSF by simply applying for membership after each semester's grading period of high
school (eight semesters total). Students may apply for membership should they meet the eligibility
requirements. Please note that students are not automatically inducted into CSF; they must apply for
membership each semester. If a student is a member in CSF for at least four (4) semesters by graduation
(only sophomore through junior years with at least one semester from their senior year), they are granted the
title of CSF Gold Sealbearer. They are presented gold cords to be worn at graduation, gold seal on their
diplomas and a note on their official transcript that indicates that they have achieved Gold Sealbearer
distinction.

Freshmen may join CSF after they have completed one semester of high school. They are considered junior
or associate members under the constitution of the state CSF Board. Therefore, their first year in high school
does not contribute to Gold Sealbearer status. However, students are encouraged to join and be recognized
for their academic achievement.

During the spring semester of their junior year, members in good standing are eligible to run for a position on
the CSF Board which they will hold as a senior. The positions of president, vice-president, secretary and
treasurer, and four at-large representatives are open. Board members assist with the membership drives, the
Gold Sealbearer Banquet, as well as the yearly elections. This provides an opportunity for leadership
experience and school involvement.
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The Application Process
The application process is rather simple as it consists of three lists that weigh academic required classes,
academic electives, as well as other qualifying classes and activities (such as AVID and Orchestra). Ten
points must be earned (on each semester's application) to be eligible. Applicants are disqualified if they earn
a D, F or U in any class that semester. The points are based on the grades a student receives; three (3)
points for each A and one (1) point for each B. If a student takes an honors or Advanced Placement (AP)
class, he/she will earn a bonus point for the grade (i.e. A in AP Chemistry would be four (4) points, three (3)
points plus the bonus point). The membership/application fee is $20 each semester. Participation in school
and community activities is encouraged, but is not required for general membership. However, if a student
earns Sealbearer status, he/she may apply for the community service stole which is worn at graduation. The
stole
signifies that a student has not only achieved high marks in high school, but has also devoted
personal time volunteering in the community.
Applications must be submitted by the designated deadline. Retroactive membership is NOT allowed except
for grade changes made by faculty.

Transfer Students
If students transfers from other schools in California and were CSF members, they must notify advisers as the
membership is transferable. If students transfer from other schools in California but were not CSF members,
they may not go back and apply for membership for semesters past. They may, however, begin the process at
Peninsula if there are still four semesters in which they will attend the school. Transfer students should notify
Mrs. Okamoto immediately as she will assist with this process.

Contact Information
Mrs. Betsy Okamoto
English Teacher, CSF, Literary Magazine Adviser
okamotob@pvpusd.net, (310) 377-4888 x 665
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

The Special Education program provides individualized services and support to students identified as having
exceptional learning needs. Eligibility and the need for students receiving special education services are
determined after an assessment process. As a result of this process, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) is
written after receiving parent written permission and prior to the student’s placement in the program. The
IEP includes instructional goals, as well as accommodations and services specially designed to adapt the
content, methodology, or delivery of instruction to address the unique educational needs of the student so
that they can access the general curriculum and meet State and District educational standards.
For additional information, please contact Katie Clovis at clovisk@pvpusd.net or Kisha Williams at
williamsk@pvpusd.net.

SECTION 504

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which includes “Section 504” is a nondiscrimination statute enacted by the
United States Congress and is a function of general education. The purpose of the Act is to prohibit
discrimination and to assure that students with disabilities have educational opportunities and benefits equal
to those provided to students without disabilities.
An eligible student under Section 504 is a student who has physical or mental impairment that substantially
limits a “Major Life Activity”, such as: learning, seeing, hearing, walking, standing, breathing, concentrating,
thinking, communicating, and caring for oneself; or a “Major Bodily Function”, such as: dysfunction of the
immune system, normal cell growth, digestive, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, and
endocrine functions.
Eligibility and the need for students receiving a 504 plan are determined after an assessment process. As a
result of this process, a 504 plan is developed after receiving parent permission and prior to the student’s
placement in the program.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

The Peninsula High School English Language Development Program (ELD) is a three tiered instructional program of
English language acquisition focusing on listening and speaking skills and strategies, grammar, vocabulary
development, written language conventions and reading comprehension.
ELD 1 is a 2 period instructional block for Beginning, or Early Emerging, learners consisting of one period each of
Language—vocabulary development, grammar, and basic writing conventions; and Literature—reading comprehension
and vocabulary development.
ELD 2 is a 2 period block for Early Intermediate, or Emerging, learners comprised of one period of Language—
vocabulary development, grammar, and basic writing conventions; and 1 period of Literature—reading comprehension
and vocabulary development.
ELD 3 is a course designed for Early Advanced/Advanced, or Bridging/Expanding, language learners and is an
approved course on the A—G list for the University of California. The program, headed by Anne-Marie Voegtlin, is
supported by the PVPHS English Language Advisory Committee.
For more information, please email voegtlina@pvpusd.net.
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With the support of the Peninsula Education Foundation, Palos Verdes Peninsula High School College Career
Center offers assistance and guidance in post-secondary planning. Among the information and services
provided include the following:
Information Available


Career planning information



College admissions testing



College catalogues



Government financial aid forms, including the FAFSA and CSS Profiles



Various scholarship applications



Information on summer programs



College admissions applications



Military Academy/Military Service information

Services Provided


Naviance support



College application assistance



Coordinating college representative visits from over 150 college admissions offices

Links to various college and career planning websites include:


Planning, preparing and researching every aspect of the college admissions and application
process: Big Future by the College Board: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/



College search and information tool: http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/



Everything about the California State University (CSU) System: https://www2.calstate.edu/



Everything about the University of California (UC) System: http://universityofcalifornia.edu/

Everything for the student athlete and NCAA eligibility: http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes
Provides independent, comprehensive and objective guide to financial aid:
http://www.finaid.org/
 California Colleges: https://www.californiacolleges.edu/



Students and parents are encouraged to take advantage of the many opportunities available through the
PVPHS College Career Center. Additional Information is available at http:\\www.pvphs.com under
College Career Center or at https://sites.google.com/site/pvphsccc/
Page 41

College Career Center Monthly Calendar of Events
Month

InformaƟon Event

Target Audience

August

Finalizing the College List
What Can I Expect
Prac ce Test & Parent Q&A
Senior Conferences
College Night
Paying for College Night
FAFSA Workshop
Applica on Workshops
Career Fair
Alumni Holiday Tea
Junior Parent Night
Class Preview ‐ Registering for/
Picking Classes
Sophomore Counseling Informa on
Sessions
College Admissions Informa on
Night
Junior Scheduling &
Computer Workshop
Freshman Scheduling &
Computer Workshop
Career Lesson w/ Counselors

Senior/Parent
Student/Parent
Student/Parent
Senior
Junior/Senior/Parent
Junior/Senior/Parent
Senior/Parent
Senior
All Students
Alumni/All Students
Junior/Parent

Community College Night

Junior/Senior/Parent

All Year
September
October

November
December
January
February

Feb/Mar

March

May
May
May

Junior Conferences during class
with Counselors
Senior Wrap Up
Alumni Panel
Honors & Awards Night
Senior Advice Panel

All Students
Sophomore/Parent
Sophomore/Junior
Parent
Junior
Sophomore
Junior

Junior
Senior
Senior
Invited Guests
Junior
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Counseling Department and College Career Center (CCC) Calendar of Events
Details of all Upcoming Events can be found at https://pvphs.pvpusd.net/apps/pages/Counseling and
https://pvphs.pvpusd.net/apps/pages/CollegeCareerCenter Events are also announced through the Daily
Bulletin, Principal’s Updates and on Naviance “visit schedule.”

College Entrance Test Information Calendar - PSAT, SAT, ACT, and SAT Subject Test dates and
registration dates/deadlines available on the College Career Center Home page at https://pvphs.pvpusd.net/
apps/pages/CollegeCareerCenter.
Practice Test and Parent Q & A - The CCC offers unofficial practice SAT, SAT Subject, and ACT tests
during the school year on various Saturdays. While students are taking the test, all parents are invited to a
Q&A session in the CCC. Details are announced in the Daily Bulletin.
Finalizing the College List - Guest speaker Mr. Tim Brunold, Dean of Admissions at USC, gives an in-depth
presentation to help seniors narrow down their final list of colleges.
College Night - Topics to be explored by various guest speakers and the PVPHS Counseling Staff include:
The College Admissions/Application Process, Post-Secondary Education Options, College Choices,
Transfer Options, Deadlines, Application Procedures, Paying for College/Financial Aid, and The Application
Essay.
Paying for College and Financial Aid/Scholarship Night - A university financial aid officer presents details
on paying for college, applying for financial aid and expanding the college scholarship search.
Career Fair -Career professionals volunteer their time to share career paths with PVPHS students.
FAFSA Workshop - University financial aid officer presents a FAFSA Completion workshop.
Junior Parent College Admissions Information Night - University financial aid officer presents a FAFSA
Completion workshop.
Community College Transfer to 4-Year Information Night - Guest speakers present the transfer process
from Community College to a 4-year institution.
College Rep Visits/Lunch & Learn Sessions - Ongoing in the CCC, these information sessions are
presented by various college representatives and guest speakers.
PVPHS Counseling Dept. Lesson during class time with PVPHS Counselor - The PVPHS Counselors
meet with each grade level during English classes throughout the year to provide information.
Parent Information Sessions - Grade specific info sessions presented by the PVPHS Counseling Office.
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NAVIANCE

Naviance is a comprehensive, web-based resource to assist students in making decisions about colleges and
careers. The following are among the many features accessible to the students through Naviance:



Research Colleges: Compare college admission statistics and qualities such as location, size, cost,
majors, entrance difficulty, and sports.



Sign Up for College Visits: Students can view a schedule of college representatives who are visiting
PVPHS and sign up online to attend these sessions.



Document the College Search Process: Students may build a resume, complete on-line surveys, manage
deadlines, link to recommended websites, learn about upcoming news and events, view
scholarship
opportunities, and utilize the many features to enhance the college and career planning process.

Naviance program highlights include a “Do What You Are” where students answer a lengthy personality
inventory
including a subject interest survey and an in-depth final report which may be used as a guide
when considering colleges, areas of future study, as well as individual strengths and weaknesses. This
program will be explored during Sophomore Counseling.
Under “Resume” found in the “About Me” tab, students may maintain a list of activities and achievements
earned throughout high school. This resume serves as a valuable resource when completing college
applications.
Naviance provides up-to-date, objective, and localized data about college admissions. At the same time, it
bridges the gap between school and home by helping students make informed decisions about college and
career opportunities. Students are encouraged to explore the Naviance website, accessible though
pvphs.com.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

All campuses of the University of California have the same undergraduate admission requirements based
on the following two principles:
1. The best predictor of success in the University is a record of good grades in previous schoolwork.
2. The completion of certain academic courses in high school prepares a student to begin university
work and to choose a field of study.
To be eligible for admission to the University as a freshman, students must meet the subject, scholarship,
and examination requirements described below.
SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS


A minimum of 15 units of high school work must be completed during grades 9 through 12.
(A one-year course is equal to one unit; a one-semester course is equal to one-half unit).



Fifteen of the required courses must be earned on the “A-G” Subject Requirements.



At least eleven (11) of the fifteen (15) units must be completed before 12th grade.



To meet the subject requirements, the courses must appear on the PVPHS Approved Course List
for the University of California and at http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/



Grades received in ninth grade courses will not be counted in computing a grade point average.



Ninth grade courses and certain eighth grade courses may be used to satisfy the subject
requirement provided they are completed with grades of “C” or better.



Effective for students applying to UC, one year-long course in Geometry must be completed to
satisfy the subject area “c” requirement. In other words, even if students complete three math
courses, they will not have fulfilled the mathematics subject requirements for UC admissions
unless they meet the Geometry requirement.

Middle School Courses
 UC will continue to allow students to self-report on the UC application any Geometry courses
completed in grades 7 or 8 to meet the mathematics “c” subject requirement.


UC will not require the submission of a middle school transcript, nor require high schools to list
middle school math courses on high school transcripts, but doing so is recommended.
Page 45

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
FRESHMAN ADMISSION INFORMATION
To be qualified for admission to any of the nine UC campuses, a student must:


Meet all the “A-G” course requirements



Meet the eligibility index



Take the SAT or ACT Test with writing



Confirm with specific schools, majors and programs to determine whether SAT Subject Tests
are required



Answer 4 our of the 8 “Personal insight questions”



Complete and submit the online UC application between November 1st and November 30th with
the appropriate application fee.

Note: In order for a course to meet the UC subject requirement, the course must be on the UC
approved
course list for that school with a grade received of “C” or better. Only a course that is underlined on the UC
approved list may be considered as a weighted grade in computing the UC GPA.
.
SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS
In order to qualify for any scholarship through the UC system, students must complete the appropriate section
of the UC online application.
DEFINITION OF HONORS LEVEL COURSES
The following courses are considered honors level courses:


College courses in the “A-G” college preparatory subjects that are transferable to the University of
California.



Advanced placement courses in the “A-G” college preparatory subjects that are designed to
prepare students for an Advanced Placement Examination of the College Board.



High school courses in history, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory science, and language
other than English that are designed as a weighted course on the
PVPHS Approved Course List for the University of California.

Visit http://universityofcalifornia.edu/ for further University of California information.
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“A-G” Subject Requirements

A. HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES: Two years required -- one year of United States history and one
year of World History, Culture, and Geography; one semester of American Government or
Civics may be substituted.
B. ENGLISH: Four years of college-preparatory English - composition and literature. Not more
than two semesters of ninth-grade English will be accepted for this requirement. Only two
semesters of English Language Development (ELD) will be accepted.
C. MATHEMATICS: Three years of mathematics - elementary algebra (Algebra 1 or Algebra 1A
and Algebra 1B), geometry, and intermediate algebra (Algebra 2).
D. LABORATORY SCIENCE: Two years, including fundamental knowledge in at least two of
these three areas: biology, chemistry, and physics; three years are recommended.
E. FOREIGN LANGUAGE:
recommended.

Two years of one language other than English; three years are

F. VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS: Includes one year of any of the approved courses in
dance, drama, music, and visual arts.
G. COLLEGE PREPARATORY ELECTIVES: One year in addition to those courses required in "A
through F" above, to be chosen from at least one of the following subject areas: history,
English, advanced mathematics, laboratory science, foreign language, social science, and fine
arts (NOTE: Students are urged to consult their School Counselor in the selection of course
work to fulfill this requirement).
15 yearlong college preparatory courses are required with grade of C or better.
11 UC-required college-preparatory courses must be completed prior to senior year.
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/csu-uc-a-g-comparison-matrix.pdf
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA CAMPUSES

Page 49

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
FRESHMAN ADMISSION INFORMATION
To be eligible for CSU admission a student must:
1.

Have or will have graduated from high school

2.

Meet the eligibility index for GPA and test scores

3.

Have or will have completed with a grade of C or better the 15 required course units. A unit is one year of study in high school.
Please note: a student may be required to meet higher admission requirements for impacted programs.
Check the following website to learn which campuses/programs are impacted: www.calstate.edu/AR/impactioninfo.shtml

The CSU Eligibility Index:
Using SAT scores:
GPA x 800 + SAT Test (critical reading + math; writing portion not required) = eligibility index
Using ACT scores:
GPA x 200 + (10 x ACT composite) = eligibility index
GPA = Total grade point from 10th—11th grade
Total units

(UC approved courses after 9th grade, A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0 and plus 1 point for each honors
course completed, maximum of 2 points for 10th grade, maximum of 8 points overall)

California residents need a minimum index of 2900 using SAT or 694 using ACT test scores to be eligible for admission.
Acceptance is contingent upon maintaining grades through 12th grade graduation.
The 15 required course units include:
4 years: English
3 years: Math (Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2)
Please note: CSU encourages math through senior year to best prepare students for college level work
2 years: Social Science (including 1 year of US History or US History and government)
2 years: Lab Science (1 year biological and 1 year physical science)
2 years: Foreign Language (the same language)
1 year: Visual or Performing Art (Art, Dance, Theater/Drama, Music)
1 year: College Prep Electives (chosen from the subject area listed above)
15 units Total Subjects

CSU does not require an essay or letters of recommendation. For more information, visit https://www2.calstate.edu/
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INDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

There are numerous colleges and universities in the United States, each with its own admissions
requirements. Students interested in specific colleges should consult the school's website for entrance
and test requirements. The "A-G" subject requirements of the University of California can serve as a
general guide for admissions requirements. Students should keep in mind, however, that these are
minimum requirements and many colleges, particularly highly selective ones, will expect students to have
taken a more difficult course of study.
The high school counselor is available to assist students in understanding the admissions requirements
and to provide advice about the high school program in which they should enroll.

COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Students may choose to attend a community college for one or more of the following reasons:
•

to prepare to transfer to a four-year college or university with or without receiving an associate degree
with transferable units

•

to earn an Associate of Arts Degree or an Associate in Science Degree in a general education
program or in a vocational program

•

to earn a certificate in a vocational area

•

to learn occupational or technical skills

Community college enrollment is open to:
•

high school graduates

•

individuals 18 years of age or older who can benefit from college instruction

•

students who have passed the California High School Proficiency Examination

•

students who are recommended by their counselor to enroll in a maximum of six units.

Students planning to transfer from a community college to a four-year college or university are encouraged to
consult a community college counselor regarding specific lower division courses which should be taken in
order to transfer to the upper division school with a minimum loss of credit. Students are also encouraged to
refer to the college or university website for comprehensive information about the school’s admission of
transfer students. Visit the College Career Center and www.cccco.edu for the most up-to-date information on
community colleges.
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SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS

SUBJECT

PVPUSD
Graduation
Requirements

CSU Entrance
Requirements
(minimum)

UC Entrance
Requirements
(minimum)

Must have a grade of Must have a grade of Must have a grade of
“D” or better
“C” or better
“C” or better

CA Community
College
NO SUBJECT
REQUIREMENTS

Private 4 Year
College Entrance
Requirements
Must have a grade of “D”
or better

ENGLISH/
LANGUAGE ARTS

4 years

4 years

4 years

4 years

MATH

2 years
Algebra 1 required,
plus 1 year of any
math

3 years
Algebra 1 & 2,
plus Geometry

3 years
Algebra 1 & 2,
plus Geometry
FOUR YEARS
RECOMMENDED

3 years
Algebra 1 & 2,
plus Geometry
FOUR YEARS
RECOMMENDED

2 years required,
must include 1 year
of U.S. History

2 years—1 year of
World History AND
1 year of U.S. History
or 1 semester of
U.S. History and
1 semester of
American
Government

2 to 3 years

SOCIAL SCIENCES

3 years required
World History, U.S.
History, American
Government,
Economics

SCIENCE

2 years
1 year physical
science, 1 year
biological science

WORLD
LANGUAGE

A combination of fine
arts, practical arts,
and foreign language
that equals two years

ARTS—Visual,
Performing,
Practical

ELECTIVE

OTHER

Minimum of 2 years
Most colleges prefer
3 years
MUST BE LAB SCIENCES

2 years of lab science
required, 3 years
2 years of lab science
recommended

2 years required—
must be the same
language

2 years required,
3 years
recommended—
must be the same
language

3 to 4 years of the same
foreign language

A combination of fine
arts, practical arts,
1 yearlong course in 1 yearlong course in
and foreign language visual/performing arts visual/performing arts
that equals two years
70 credits. These
include credits over
and above the
graduation
requirements from
each of the course
subsections.

1 year required of
additional college
prep subjects

1 year required of
additional college
prep approved
elective.

Physical Ed.
2 Years (Pass State
Exam) Total units
MUST = 220

A TOTAL OF 15
UNITS (one unit
equals one year)

ALL CLASSES
MUST BE ON THE
UC APPROVED LIST

Completion of
Algebra 1

SAT or ACT with
Writing

SAT or ACT with
Writing

Varies per school

Varies per school

Must be a high
school graduate
OR 18 years old

SAT or ACT with Writing
Some colleges require the
SAT Subject Tests
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COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS

Academic programs and standards vary in secondary schools throughout the nation. Because an "A" earned at a
less-than-rigorous high school may be equivalent to a" B" or even a "C" earned at a more rigorous one, comparisons of
students' high school records are extremely difficult. Most four-year colleges and universities, therefore, require each
applicant to take the SAT or ACT test, which is used as an additional means of assessing students for college
admission. Refer to each of the websites noted below for further information.

Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)
The Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test is specifically designed for high
school juniors to give them an indication of how they will score on college entrance examinations and an idea of the
colleges they might begin to consider. The PSAT/NMSQT is also used as the qualifying examination for the National
Merit Scholarship Program. Juniors who score sufficiently high receive a letter of commendation or achieve semifinalist
or finalist status. The test is given once each year in October and students may register in the Student Store.

SAT
https://www.collegeboard.org/


The SAT is three hours long plus an additional 50 minutes for an optional essay. The test consists of
evidence-based reading, writing and language, and math, plus an optional essay. It is offered 7 times each year on
Saturdays.



All test scores become part of the student's official SAT Score Report.



The admission committee can take the scores from only one test date or "mix and match" the highest math, reading,
and writing scores.

SAT Subject Tests
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests


Each test is one hour long. A student can choose between 20 subjects. Not every test is offered every test date.



A student may take up to three SAT Subject tests during one testing day.



The SAT Subject Test is offered the same day and times as the SAT Test. Students cannot take the SAT Test and
SAT Subject Test on the same day.



Every SAT Subject Test score becomes part of the student's SAT score report.
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ACT Test
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html


This test is 3 hours and 30 minutes consisting of 25% reading, 25% verbal, 25% math, and 25% science reasoning,
with an optional, though highly recommended, writing component.



The ACT is offered six times a year and never on the same day as the SAT.



The student selects which score to send to the colleges.



The student earns a score in each section and a composite score.

NOTE: OTHER THAN THE PSAT, STUDENTS MUST REGISTER ONLINE DIRECTLY WITH THE
ORGANIZATIONS THAT ADMINISTER THE TESTS.
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MILITARY OPPORTUNITIES

Serving in the military service offers many opportunities. Some of the benefits include the following:



Excellent pay



High school equivalency certificate



Travel



Housing, medical, and educational services for
families



Educational training leading to a college degree



Specific guaranteed training upon entry



Certificate of completion of vocational or technical
training



Opportunity to become a commissioned officer
through ROTC or military academies



Scholarships and fellowships



Commissary privilege



Free medical and dental care



Recreational facilities/programs



Promotion opportunities



G.I. Bill



Annual 30-day paid vacation



Noncontributory retirement program



Low-cost life insurance



Lifetime retirement benefits after serving twenty
years
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MILITARY ACADEMIES

Students who make a commitment to serve for a specified period of time in the United States Army, Navy,
Air Force, Coast Guard, or Marine Corps are eligible for college scholarships and student aid programs.
Some programs allow students to attend college first and then serve an equivalent amount of time in the
military after they graduate; other programs require that military service be completed first

Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) scholarships provide college tuition, textbooks, laboratory fees,
and other academic expenses in addition to a tax-free subsistence allowance each month of the school
year. Applicants for competitive four-year scholarships are evaluated on the following:
•

achievement on the SAT or ACT Tests

•

high school academic record

•

recommendation of a high school official

•

record of extracurricular activities



personal interview

Students interested in attending a military academy should contact the appropriate academy liaison officer
for specific admission requirements. Since admission to an academy is highly competitive, the ninth grade
year is not too early to begin preparing to meet academy requirements and timelines for admission. All
students who attend a military academy are awarded a full United States Government scholarship, which
covers full tuition and room and board. In addition, each student receives a stipend to cover the costs of
books, supplies, clothing, and personal expenses.

For additional information students should visit the College Career Center or contact the local recruiting
office.

* * * * *
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